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8. NOTICES OF MOTION

8.1 2015/17 - MOTIONS FOR THE MUNICIPAL ASSOCIATION OF 
VICTORIA STATE COUNCIL MEETING ON 23 OCTOBER 2015 

Cr Peter Gibbons 

I, Cr Peter Gibbons, hereby give notice of my intention to move the following 
motion at the Council Meeting to be held on Monday, 14 September 2015: 

That Council submits the following two motions to the Municipal 
Association of Victoria State Council Meeting to be held on Friday, 23 
October 2015: 

1. That the Municipal Association of Victoria State Council calls on
State and Federal Governments to provide a more equitable and
reliable source of revenue which will provide a consistent source of
income for local government and enable it to reduce the
infrastructure backlog as well as enhance current infrastructure and
expenditure programs to keep pace with depreciation and
community need; and

2. That the Municipal Association of Victoria call upon the State
Government to increase the allocation of funding to upgrade the
regional rail network in Victoria so that regional businesses,
importers and exporters can get greater access to the Port of
Melbourne.

Attachments 
1. Proposed MAV State Council Motion - Equitable and Reliable Funding for Local

Government 
2. Proposed MAV State Council Motion - Regional Rail Network access to the Port of

Melbourne 
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2015/17 - Motions for the Municipal Association of 
Victoria State Council Meeting on 23 October 2015 

1 Proposed MAV State Council Motion - Equitable and 
Reliable Funding for Local Government ........................................ 7 

2 Proposed MAV State Council Motion - Regional Rail 
Network access to the Port of Melbourne ..................................... 9 
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17. URGENT BUSINESS

Business may be admitted to the meeting as urgent business in 
accordance with clause 26 of the Meeting Procedure Local Law by 
resolution of the Council, if  it relates to a matter which has arisen since 
distribution of the agenda and: 

1. cannot safely or conveniently be deferred until the next Ordinary
meeting; or

2. involves a matter of urgent community concern.

RECOMMENDATION 
That Council admits, in accordance with clause 26 of the Meeting 
Procedure Local Law,  the following item: 

1. Moe Cup Half-Day Public Holiday
as it cannot safely or conveniently be deferred until the next Ordinary 
meeting. 
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17.1 MOE CUP HALF-DAY PUBLIC HOLIDAY 

Executive Manager Office of the Chief Executive 

For Decision 

PURPOSE 
The purpose of this report is to seek Council approval to write to the 
Minister for Small Business, Innovation and Trade to have the half-day 
public holiday declared for the Win TV Moe Cup on Thursday, 15 October 
2015 revoked and Melbourne Cup Day reinstated as a full-day public 
holiday for the 3825 postcode area within Latrobe City. 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
At its meeting held on 11 June 2015 Council resolved to support the 
request from the Moe Racing Club to declare a half-day public holiday for 
the Win TV Moe Cup on Thursday, 15 October 2015 for the 3825 
postcode area within Latrobe City. 
This half-day public holiday was formally declared by a notice in the 
Victoria Government Gazette published on 31 July 2015. 
The Moe Racing Club has recently advised that the Win TV Moe Cup will 
no longer be run and, as a result, the half-day public holiday that has been 
declared is no longer required. 
Small Business Victoria has advised that this can be rectified by writing to 
the Minister for Small Business, Innovation and Trade requesting that 
Melbourne Cup Day on Tuesday, 3 November 2015 be reinstated as a full-
day public holiday for this area by publication of a new notice in the 
Victoria Government Gazette. 

RECOMMENDATION 
That Council:  
1. Resolves to write to the Minister for Small Business,

Innovation and Trade requesting that Melbourne Cup Day on
Tuesday, 3 November 2015 be reinstated as a full-day public
holiday for the 3825 postcode area within Latrobe City.

2. Advises the community, in conjunction with the Moe Racing
Club, that Melbourne Cup Day on Tuesday, 3 November 2015
is to be reinstated as a full-day public holiday for the 3825
postcode area within Latrobe City.

DECLARATION OF INTEREST 
No officer declared a conflict of interest under the Local Government Act 
1989 in the preparation of this report. 
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STRATEGIC FRAMEWORK 
This report is consistent with Latrobe 2026: The Community Vision for 
Latrobe Valley and the Latrobe City Council Plan 2013-2017. 
 
Latrobe 2026: The Community Vision for Latrobe Valley 
Strategic Objectives - Governance 
In 2026, Latrobe Valley has a reputation for conscientious leadership and 
governance, strengthened by an informed and engaged community, 
committed to enriching local decision making. 
 
Latrobe City Council Plan 2013 - 2017 
 
Theme and Objectives 
Theme 3: Efficient, effective and accountable governance 
 
Strategic Direction – Planning & Governance 

• Support effective community engagement to increase community 
participation in decision making, and 

• Ensure that Council decision making considers adopted policies. 
Legislation – Public Holidays Act 1993  

The purpose of this Act is to appoint public holidays and define the 
parameters and requirements for additional or substitute public holidays. 
Policy - Public Holiday Policy 11 POL-4 

The purpose of this policy is to ensure consistency when deciding whether 
to support an application to the relevant Minister for the declaration of an 
additional local or substituted public holiday for the whole and/or part of 
the municipality. 
This policy is subject to the provisions of the Public Holidays Act 1993 (as 
amended), whereby only the relevant Minister has the power to declare an 
additional or substituted public holiday. 

 
BACKGROUND 
A petition containing 333 signatures was received from the Moe Racing 
Club on 6 February 2015 requesting that Council declare a half-day public 
holiday for the Win TV Moe Cup to be held on Thursday, 15 October 2015 
for the 3825 postcode area of Latrobe City. 
This would include Moe, Moe South, Newborough, Tanjil South, Yallourn 
and Yallourn North. 
Following extensive community consultation, Council considered those 
submissions received at its meeting held on 11 June 2015 and resolved 
the following: 
That Council: 
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1. Resolves to support the request from the Moe Racing Club to have a 
half-day public holiday declared for the Win TV Moe Cup on 
Thursday, 15 October 2015 from 1pm to 5pm for the 3825 postcode 
area within Latrobe City, and write to the Minister for Innovation, 
Services and Small Business requesting that it be declared 
accordingly; and 

2. Advises the Moe Racing Club and those who made a submission of 
the decision to support the request to declare a half-day public 
holiday for the Win TV Moe Cup to be held on Thursday, 15 October 
2015 for the 3825 postcode area within Latrobe City. 

In accordance with this resolution a Council wrote to the Minister 
requesting that this half-day public holiday be formally declared and this 
was finalised by the publication of a notice in the Victoria Government 
Gazette on 31 July 2015. 
It should be noted that whilst Council specified in this resolution that the 
half-day public holiday be between the hours of 1pm and 5pm advice was 
subsequently received from Small Business Victoria that any half-day 
public holiday commences from 12 noon and concludes at midnight on the 
day of the public holiday. 

KEY POINTS/ISSUES 

The Moe Racing Club has recently advised that, due to issues with the 
track, the Win TV Moe Cup will no longer go ahead as planned. 

As a result of this cancellation the half-day public holiday on Thursday, 15 
October 2015 declared for the 3825 postcode area in Latrobe City is no 
longer required. 
Small Business Victoria has advised that this can be rectified by writing to 
the Minister for Small Business, Innovation and Trade requesting that 
Melbourne Cup Day on Tuesday, 3 November 2015 be reinstated as a full-
day public holiday for this area by publication of a new notice in the 
Victoria Government Gazette. 
To ensure that there is sufficient time for the Minister to prepare and 
publish such a notice it will be necessary for Council to make a formal 
written request as soon as possible. 
Once this has been done it will also be imperative that the community is 
informed of this change to avoid any confusion. The Moe Racing Club has 
indicated that they would be prepared to do this in conjunction with 
Council. 
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RISK IMPLICATIONS 
Risk has been considered as part of this report and it is considered to be 
consistent with the Risk Management framework.  

FINANCIAL AND RESOURCES IMPLICATIONS 
Should Council resolve to have Melbourne Cup Day reinstated as a full-
day public holiday for the 3825 postcode area a formal written request will 
be sent to the Minister for Small Business, Innovation and Trade who will, 
in turn, prepare and publish the required notice in the Victoria Government 
Gazette. 
 
As it will be necessary for Council to ensure that the wider community is 
made aware that Melbourne Cup Day will again be a full-day public holiday 
in this area publicity will be required. 

INTERNAL/EXTERNAL CONSULTATION 
Prior to the cancellation of the Win TV Moe Cup a number of enquiries 
were received from the community as to the impact of having two half-day 
public holidays in the 3825 postcode area, particularly from businesses in 
relation to issues with staffing and payroll. 
Following the cancellation of the race further enquiries were received from 
the community as to what would be happening with the half-day public 
holiday. 
Council officers have contacted the Moe Racing Club, the Moe Traders 
Association and the Committee for Moe to ascertain if they had any issues 
with Melbourne Cup Day being reinstated as a full-day public holiday and 
all were supportive of Council taking this action. 
The Moe Traders Association sought feedback from their membership and 
twenty business owners responded, all of which were supportive of 
Council reinstating Melbourne Cup Day as a full-day public holiday. 
As stated previously, it will be necessary for Council to ensure that the 
wider community is made aware that this has been done and the Moe 
Racing Club has requested that they be informed of any decision so that a 
joint media release could be prepared. 

OPTIONS 
Council has the following options: 
1. Resolve to write to the Minister for Small Business, Innovation and 

Trade requesting that Melbourne Cup Day be reinstated as a full-day 
public holiday for the 3825 postcode area within Latrobe City and that 
it be declared accordingly. 

2. Resolve not to write to the Minister for Small Business, Innovation 
and Trade and retain a half-day public holiday on Thursday, 15 
October 2015 together with a half-day public holiday for Melbourne 
Cup Day on Tuesday 3 November, 2015 for the 3825 postcode area 
within Latrobe City. 
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CONCLUSION 
At its meeting held on 11 June 2015 Council resolved to support the 
request from the Moe Racing Club to declare a half-day public holiday for 
the Win TV Moe Cup on Thursday, 15 October 2015 for the 3825 
postcode area within Latrobe City. 
This half-day public holiday was formally declared by a notice in the 
Victoria Government Gazette published on 31 July 2015. 
The Moe Racing Club has recently advised that the Win TV Moe Cup will 
no longer be run and, as a result, the half-day public holiday that has been 
declared is no longer required. 
It would therefore be appropriate for Council to write to the Minister for 
Small Business, Innovation and Trade requesting that Melbourne Cup Day 
on Tuesday, 3 November 2015 be reinstated as a full-day public holiday 
for this area by publication of a new notice in the Victoria Government 
Gazette. 

SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS 
Nil 

 
 

Attachments 
Nil   
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