ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING AGENDA
16 DECEMBER 2013 (CM427)

8.2 MONASH UNIVERSITY

Cr Christine Sindt

That Latrobe City Council advise the Prime Minister Hon Tony Abbott,
the Federal Education Minister Hon Christopher Pyne, the Federal
Member for McMillan Hon Russell Broadbent, the Victorian Premier
Hon Denis Napthine and the State Member for Narracan Hon Gary
Blackwood, that a letter has been sent to the Governor General of
Australia to express concerns about the proposed gifting of our
Group of Eight Monash University Gippsland Campus to
Federation University Australia (formerly known as University of
Ballarat)
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If Federation University Australia becomes effective on 1 January 2014 it will modify the content of the
university courses to be undertaken at Monash University Gippsland for ESD and not for scholarly learning.

The aim of university education at Gippsland campus has been (up to now) to provide and maintain the
scholarly teaching of an excellent world class education in its reglon and beyond through distant education.
This scholarly pursuit of learning is not reflected in ESD which aims to
# change the ways of teaching and leaming because it does not parceive education as a process

giving understanding of a particular subject.

produce changes in individuals to act in ways that produce changes towards 5D

make pedagogies participatory for each target group

incorporate sustainability elements into all learming , formal and non-formal, in a region

The United Nations Organisation has also endorsed 192 EX/6 Annex to promote global citizenship.

This Bill aforementioned must receive the approval of the Federal Government, the State Government and
TEQSA. To date, it has been publicly announced in Victoria that Federation University Australia will
become effective on 1 January 2014. There has been no public approval given by the Federal Government.

| have written letters to Ministers and to Senators of the Federal Parliament and Ministers and Members of
State Parliament. 1 have had one response to my letters from a Victorian Minister.

The United MNations Organisation is not a part of the Commonwealth of australia.

The Commonwealth of Australia Constitution Act states that we the people of NSW, Victoria, 54, Qld and
Tasmania humbly rely on the blessing of Almighty Ged, and have agreed to unite in one indissoluble
Federal Commonwealth under the Crown of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, and under
the Constitution,

| do not wish to see sound, excellent, world class scholarly university education overthrown in Victoria and
Australia.

I wish our children and grandchildran to benefit from the world class education that has been offered at
Monash University Gippsland to continue into the future.

I do not want to see scholarly university education overthrown by ESD from the United Nations
Organisation.

It is most apparent that Federation University Australia will be using a foreign nation’s education plan to
socialise Australians of all ages for the plans of that Organisation. This is guite unacceptable. It is
unpatriotic and it must as such contravene the Commaonwealth of Australia Constitution and our allegiance
as Commonwealth citizens to the Crown.

It is my hope that the Monash University Gippsland can be saved from the socialist ESD agenda of the
United Nations Organisation and that it can continue to provide and maintain an excellent standard of
education in the region and beyond.

I am writing to ask for your help as Governor- General of the Commonwealth of Australia and | look
forward to your reply.

Yours faithfully,

alison Ryan



From: Jacinta Saxton

Sent: Tuesday, 10 December 2013 8:39 AM

To: alison ryan

Cc: Jodie Pitkin

Subject: RE: Authorisation to include name and suburb in Vic in Notice of Motion for Next Council
Meeting

Thank you Alison.

These details have been included in the Council Agenda for the meeting on Monday, 16
December with your letter.

Regards
Jacinta

Jacinta Saxton

Manager Community Relations
Latrobe City Council

_E
Latrobe(ity

a new energy

http://www.latrobe.vic.gov.au/

From: alison ryan

Sent: Monday, 9 December 2013 11:22 PM

To: Jacinta Saxton

Subject: Authorisation to include name and suburb in Vic in Notice of Motion for Next Council
Meeting

Good evening Jacinta,

Please accept this email as authorisation to include my name and suburb in
Victoria in the Notice of Motion for the next Council Meeting.

Kind regards,

Alison Ryan


http://www.latrobe.vic.gov.au/

WHO DOES YOUR LOCAL COUNCIL WORK FOR?

e covenent  [UNITED
STATE GOYERREAT HS |

[LOCAL COUNCILS]
8

G'day neighbours,

I am a local and live in your area and recently listened to a program on

Fairdinkum Radio, it concerns our local couneils.

The information is alarming to say the least, so | have decided to hit the pavement and
spread this message.

We have all been asleep, glued to the TV, and yet instinctively most of us know something is

wrong with our country.

Here's the deal, whilst we have been busy with our lives, the Globalist's have been having a
field day stealing the wealth and sovereignty from all countries around the world - and
guess what, Australia too.

The UN Agenda is to control all resources including our local councils, expect massive rate
hikes whilst they covertly implement Agenda 21, a wolf in sheeps clothing!

Time to pay attention and do your homework, [ urge you to turn off the TV, Google Fair
Dinkum Radio and go to the Agenda 21 Tab. There you can listen to host Leon Pittard
interview Ann Bessington, MLC SA, expose this agenda. There is also video and audio of
other Aussies having a yar about it.

So give it a go, check out FairDinkumRadio.com, guarantee it will be the Wake Up Call of
your life!

I will leave you will this one question for council - W”\O Are You?

From your very concerned neighbour.

Consider the environment and recycle...to family, Friends, work mates



UN AGENDA 21 (AG21) IN BRIEF (video link)
Graham Williamson — October 2012

e AG21 is a foreign United Nations (UN) program aimed at controlling all aspects of
people’s lives. It reduces or eliminates individual human rights such as private property rights
(1.2,3.4). AG2l is a UN program adopted by the Keating government in 1992. It was later
ratified by the Howard government & implemented by successive federal, state & local
governments of all political persuasions ever since. In 20 years neither of the two major
political parties has declared AG 21 as official policy, nor given voters a democratic choice.

e AG?21 is an attempt to undemocratically enforce upon Australians a ‘foreign solution’ for
what are termed “sustainability” issues. It is vitally important to understand that AG21 is
undemocratic. It is an imported agenda that has been designed by, & its implementation
monitored by, a foreign agency (the UN). Control must be increasingly surrendered to the UN
& its foreign agencies with absolutely no limits being placed on this process.

e AG21 is very much a blank cheque with no clearly defined goals & no clearly defined
limits regarding costs, legislative changes, loss of sovereignty, as well as loss of individual
rights & democracy.

e Implementation of Agenda 21 around the world is monitored by the United Nations
Commission_on Sustainable Development (CSD). Participating countries are required to
report back to the UN on a regular basis (5, 6. 7, 8). The CSD, which includes despotic
dictators from other countries, will judge Australia’s compliance!

e The guiding principle behind AG21 is a belief in Gaia or ecocentrism (22, 23, 24), or the

35) & an abandonment of traditional anthropocentrism (36). In other words, rights are
progressively transferred from humans to plants & the environment with the result that private

e Two fundamental concepts upon which AG21 is based are intragenerational equity &
intergenerational equity.

a) Intragenerational equity states that common goods such as nature, environment, the
ecosystem & therefore private property, must be shared amongst all. No one has exclusive
rights of ownership (44, 45, 46, 47). According to the principle of intergenerational equity,
the rights of those who have less may be used to take from those who have more, simply
because of this disparity & not because of the existence of any legal debt.

b) Intergenerational equity grants equal rights to those who may exist in the future but who
are not yet born (44, 45, 46, 47). With this bold new sense of ‘justice’ an assumption is made
that the actions of one or more persons currently in existence will somehow reduce the quality
of life of one or more persons who do not yet exist! Of course we should all be mindful of our
responsibility to care for the environment, but to legally convict a perpetrator when the
victim cannot be named, does not exist, nor can his/her degree of suffering be determined,
is an astonishing corruption of traditional legal & moral principles. Yet, this has now
become reality. Many sce this UN driven ideologically motivated corruption of our legal
system as being just. Really?

e Under Chapter 28 of Agenda 21 the UN established Local Agenda 21 or LA 21 for

59). Though Chapter 28 of Agenda 21 suggests that “each local authority should enter into a
UN Agenda2l in Brief Oct 2012.Doc 1




dialogue with its citizens, local organizations & private enterprises & adopt a local Agenda
217, in practice the public has largely been kept ignorant of AG 21 & has been denied a
democratic choice by councils & governments around Australia. These concepts are
currently being used by councils & state governments in Australia to tic up land use with
regulations, LEP’s, zonings & green tape so that private landholders are progressively losing
control of their land, with resultant loss in land value.

¢ Implementation of LA21 is also promoted by ICLEI the International Council for Local
Environmental Initiatives, the name now being changed to Local Governments for
Sustainability. In fact, Section 7.21 of Agenda 21, specifically recommends involvement with
ICLEL According to Maurice Strong in the Local Agenda 21 Planning Guide, “The fask of
mobilizing & technically supporting Local Agenda 21 planning in these communities has been
led by the International Council for Local Environmental Initiatives (ICLEI) & national
associations of local government.” 1CLEl supports the “Cities for Climate Protection
Campaign & the Local Agenda 21 Initiative,”

e Many authorities prefer to mislead the public by avoiding the term “Agenda 21”, using
instead terms such as (60, 61, 62, 63, 64, 65) “sustainability”, “smart growth”, “growth
management”, “local environmental plans” or Sustainable Development 21 or SD21 (66, 67,
68, 69). Some local authorities have also changed the name of Local Agenda 21 to ‘Local
Climate Strategy’ (66). The United Nations Sustainable Cities program is yet another spin

failure to fully inform the public is fundamental to the success of the program (75, 76).

e Some local authorities overseas are now moving to ban Agenda 21 because of its
fundamentally undemocratic regressive nature & the threat it poses to basic human rights, not

According to Agenda 21 (77, 78, 79), Australians can only have “improved living standards”, a
“more prosperous future” & “managed ecosystems”, if we form a “global partnership”, a
partnership of course which will ultimately be under the control of one global authority. By
ourselves we are doomed to failure according to Agenda 21 (77, 78, 79). Chapter 8.31 of Agenda
21 states that countries are required to (80 ) “incorporate environmental costs in the decisions of
producers & consumers, to reverse the tendency to treat the environment as a 'free good’ & to
pass these costs on to other parts of society, other countries, or to future generations.” This is
described in Agenda 21 as a (80) “fundamental objective.”

Ratepayers & ordinary Australians will be increasingly required to fund local UN Agenda
21 schemes & ‘green’ programs with growing rates & taxes such as the CO2 tax. However,
these funds will be diverted AWAY from local infrastructure projects to further the global
ambitions of the UN, not least their stated intent of a future One World Government.

Agenda 21 & LA 21, inspired by Mikhail Gorbachev & Maurice Strong who formed the original
Earth Charter, amounts to a global power grab & land grab to control & outlaw private land

Agenda 21 & Local Agenda 21 aims to change our lives, that of our children & future
descendants, forever. And yet the political promoters of this program have continually
refused to expose this program to the light of truth during an election campaign,

It is urgent that we restore democracy to our local area & insist that the voting public are
permitted to make an informed democratic choice.

UN Agenda2l in Brief Oct 2012.Doc 2



Removing Personal Property Rights Property rights given to other life forms

# Restricting/disaliowing tree removalilopping » ‘Biocerlification’ & ‘Biobanking’ schemes which permanently lock up
» Relusing permission to clear rural fand privale land and are automatically transferred to any new owner

» Resuming properties without adequate compensation » Protection of native plants & animals used to block developments
> Local environmental plans (LEP's) favouring wildlife

L » Bans on culling pests e.g. bats, ibises possums

Supporting climate change
scaremongering

Banning wocd huming heaters

Preventing firewood coilection in the bush
Denying development of coastal properties
Imposing exorbitant fees for waste disposal

Restricting use of our cars
» Bikeways replacing roadways
» Trees planted in former car parking spaces
> Excessive parking fees & fines

A U T 4

‘Bully boy’ tactics

# Threatening those who complain or object

# Falling to advise constituents of council's UN aganda
» Raising rates without justification

# No democratic choice

Compressing human communities
» Promoting high rise developments
» Encouraging dupiex and batlleaxe developments

Ratepayers’ funds diverted to |
‘green’ programmes f

# Joining in UN's Local Gov. for Sustainabllity’ Programmes
~ Appointing full time ‘environment officers’
> Supporting international celebrations such as 'Earth Day

Basic services neglected
» Reduced rubbish collections
» Roads and pathways deteriorating
» Inadequate infrastructure for high densily keeps watch
developments 2

" Gaia" refers to the belief that
‘Mother Earth’ is a living thing or goddess
infested with parasitic humans.

HOW DID IT HAPPEN? PAST - PRESENT - FUTURE

THE PAST

In 1992, the United Nations (UN) sponsored an international conference in Rio De Janeiro, at which most Nations, including Australia, signed up
to a UN agreement titled “Agenda 21”7, AG21, This agreement was based upon The Earth Charter, the brainchild of former Soviet leader
Mikhail Gorbachev & Canadian, Maurice Strong, godfather of the anthropogenic global warming hoax. The Earth Charter was a set of rules
intended to lay the groundwork for complete world control, ostensibly to save the world from environmental suicide. A key component of the
Agenda 21 plan is the use of local councils to implement far-reaching UN based environmental controls so that private land increasingly comes
under control of local authorities & the UN. This is termed ‘Local Agenda 21’ or LA21, specifically promoted by the International Council For
Local Environmental Initiatives (ICLEI), now known as Local Governments For Sustainability. The Australian public was not made aware of
these agreements by the politicians who were party to them.

THE PRESENT

20 years since Rio & now the Rio+20 conference, held in June, 2012, has strengthened the core aims of AG21. But still, governments at all
levels, including most local councils, refuse to give residents a democratic choice & refuse to spell out the full details of the objectives &
costs of their UN driven sustainability package. The UN sustainability package remains a wide-reaching charter with sinister goals and no
limits to UN control.

THE FUTURE

Democracy continues to be troshed by those pushing the UN based sustainability package and AG21. It should greatly concern us oll that most
Australians remain unaware of the details, goals, or UN origin of AG21 even though it has thoroughly infiltrated all levels of government in
Australia. If you care about democrécy ond the future of this great country, ask these three questions of your council or local member:

1. Do you agree that Local Council programs should be based upon so-called “sustainability”
reforms guided and controlled by the UN?

2. Will you propose a complete ban on UN driven or associated Agenda 21 reforms?

3. If not, will you make the full details, goals, & costs of AG21 associated plans an election issue
so residents may make a democratic choice?

{ S |
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Sent: Friday, 2 August 2013 10:58 AM
Subject: Matters of Due Diligence - Monash University
Importance: High

Senator Kim Carr
Minister for Higher Education and Innovation

| write to request a meeting, at your earliest opportunity, relating to the matters below, which were
raised with the State Minister for Higher Education, Hon Peter Hall, yesterday, by the Maryvale
Branch of the Country Women's Association. | wrote to your office on 1 July 2013, after the
announcement of your appointment as Minister for Higher Education and received no response.

KEY POINTS FROM MEETING with Victorian State Government members, Hon Peter Hall and
Member for Morwell, Russell Northe held yesterday:

It has been proposed that the Gippsland Campus of Monash University be headquartered in Ballarat
and that all assets be transferred to Ballarat.

The decision was announced on 22 February 2013.

There was no consultation with the Latrobe City community prior to the announcement, and no
consultation with Latrobe City Council. :

Over the last three years, the world ranking of Monash University has increased from 178, to 117,
and is now in the top 100.

The University of Ballarat is unranked.

If this takeover were to go ahead, our community would obtain second class degrees.

It is understood that this takeover decision was made at a Monash University Council Meeting in
January 2013, and that no staff or students were present at that meeting.

The Victorian Auditor General's Report — May 2012, showed Monash to have a Medium risk in terms
of debt to equity.

The Victorian Auditor General’s Report — May 2013, showed Monash to have a High risk in terms of
debt to equity.

Monash South Africa has a multi-million dollar debt to Monash, and Monash has indicated that they
will not seek repayment.

Questions have been asked of the Victorian Auditor General by Latrobe City Council regarding the
financial status of Monash University.

There has been no response.

It would appear that there are financial issues to be addressed.

GippsTAFE and University of Ballarat already have an agreement for Ballarat degrees to be conferred
by GippsTAFE.

Latrobe City Council has requested a copy of that agreement.

There has been no response.

It would appear that the beneficiary of the takeover is GippsTAFE.

Mr lan Nethercote, who has been a member of the Monash Gippsland Advisory Council, has not
represented the interests of our community in a satisfactory manner.

At a Meeting of Councillors with the Vice-Chancellor of Monash University he showed no sense of
decorum. :

Latrobe City Councillors behaved in a respectful fashion.

The Vice Chancellor indicated that he was open to further meetings.

Mr Nethercote is not a satisfactory representative of our community.



Latrobe City Council has requested copies of Monash Gippsland Advisory Council Minutes.

A letter was sent to the Vice Chancellor of Monash University by the Latrobe City Mayor on 20
March 2013.

There has been no response.

An informal approach was made to the former Chair, lan Nethercote, at a meeting of Advance
Morwell.

His arrogant response was, “You're not getting them”.

The benefits touted by the Vice-Chancellor of University of Ballarat at two meetings (the AGM of
Advance Morwell and Latrobe City Councillors) are non-existent.

1. Greater access. The appropriate method is by Articulated Pathways, not by dumbing down
our University.

2. Expanded profile. Monash University is already a world-recognised brand.

3. Greater community engagement. The previous representatives on the Monash Gippsland
Advisory Council were ineffectual.

In summary, | believe that this has been about bureaucratic blunders, and has nothing to do with our
students or what is best for them.

The actions of Monash University are in breach of the Monash University Act (2009) in terms of
Governance, and provision of appropriate Programs for the community.

The Vice-Chancellor of Monash University has resigned.

Now is an opportune time to engage with the Monash University Council.
A Notice of Motion is on the Agenda for the next meeting of Latrobe City Council to be held on
Monday 5 August 2013. '

It is time for a new broom at Monash Gippsland campus, not a takeover by Ballarat.
This has been confirmed by the opening of the New Horizons Building at Monash Clayton by
yourself.

The devastation to our local economy of the proposed takeover of our Monash University campus is
unconscionable, while the destruction of our current world-class educational opportunities beggars
belief.

| would be most grateful if we could arrange a meeting in Melbourne at your earliest opportunity.
Kind regards,
Christine Sindt, PhD, BSc(Hons), Grad Dip Ad Ed, Grad Dip Ed (Sec)

Dr Christine Sindt

Councillor for Central Ward

Latrobe City

45 Mclean Street

Morwell VIC 3840

E christine.sindt@Iatrobe.vic.gov.au
M 0404 893 455

T 035134 6877




Dr Christine Sindt
Councillor for Central Ward
Latrobe Citv

" MORWELL VIC 3840

" Dear Dr Sindt

LATROBE CITY COUNCIL

INFORMATION MANAGEMENT
RECEIVED
29 0CY 2013
RIO: [ IDoc No:l

Communts/Copies Circalaied lo:

Department of Indastry, Innovaton,
Climate Change, Science, Research
and Tertiary Education

Industry House, 10 Binara Street,
CANBERRA CITY, ACT 2601
GPO Box 9839,

- Canberra City, ACT 2601 Australia

FPhone: +61 2 6102
Email: @innovation.gov.au

‘Web: www.innovation.pov.au
ABN: 74 599 608 295

MC13-001630

Thank you for your email of 2 Angust 2013 to the Minister for Higher Education,

. Senator the Hon Kim Carr, concerning the transfer of Monash University's Gippsland campus'to
the University of Ballarat. Consistent with the caretaker conventions during the current federal
election period, 1 am responding on behalf of the Minister.

During the period before and up until an election, the Govcmment generaﬁy limits its functions

to routine administration.

Therefore, I am unable to provide any comment on this matter at this point in time,

Yours sincerely
T/ ot
Virginia Hart

General Manager

Structural Adjustment and Strategic Engagement Branch

Higher Education Division

5 September 2013




Rap No. & SR 80380

All correspondence fo the Secretary: | _
2/6 Chesinut Avenue, MORWELL Vic. 3840
moconsult@vic.australis.com.au

Mr John Doyie

Auditor General

Victorian Auditor General's Office
Level 24, 35 Collins Street
MELBOURNE VIC 3000

Dear Mr Doyle

PROPOSAL FOR TAKEOVER OF MONASH UNIVERSITY CHURCHILL
- CAMPUS

GRG is concerned about the above which is being undertaken by 'the

- University of Ballarat with the assets including intellectual property being
vested in Ballarat and the new campus o operate from 1 January 2014 as
Federation University Australia. '

The University of Ballarat is un-ranked where as Monash is in the group of
eight. The announcement without any prier consultation in February 2013
caused great consternation in the community among consumers and the
landlord, Latrobe City Council; and in our experience lacks support. We
enclose copies of the relevant correspondence:

5 April 2013 - Letter to Premier Denis -Napthir';e

30 September 2013 - Letter from Minister Peter Hall

10 October 2013 " - Letter in response to Minister Peter Hall
21 November 2013 - Letter to Latrobe City Councillor

22 November 2013 - Letter from Minister Peter Hall

‘We have been seeking information on probity and procurement issues that the
minister refuses to provide transparency on. Letter {o Cr Christine Singt on 21
November 2013 the Minister with breathtaking arrogance suggests/that he
‘has un-fettered access to all assets and can transfer that at his di ion. Is
this correct? Also how can scarce resources be used for contractzand without
tenders?

Also the last paragraph says that “information is the subject of agreement
between the Universities and it is not for me to make public what may be
material of some commercial conﬁdentlallty

- This information appears to be secret as my experience in over 40 years as a
practising purchasing professional is that commercial in confidence ceases to
exist after the tender process. - :



if the VAGO has done an appraisal of this takeover proposal, GRG would
request a copy of same. [f not we think it would be in the public interest to
make an appraisal to see if we are receiving value for the transfer of our
assets and whether the higher education aspirations will be met by the

. agreement between University of Ballarat and Monash.

- Secretary
- -Also founder M/ No 0056237100 ‘ '

Chartered Institute of Purchasing
And Supply C.1.P.S, Aust.

MERV GEDDES | 1 i l%/( 1%

- cc:. Cr Christine Sindt, 45 McLean Street Morwell 3840
' Russell Nc_)rthe, MLA, 66 George Street Morwell 3840



CORRESPONDENCE BETWEEN GIPPSLAND RESOURCE GROUP INC
| AND THE PREMIER OF VICTORIA




All correspondence fo the Ssoretany:
2/G Chesinut Avenue, MORWELL Vic. 3840

maconsuli@vic.ausivalis.com.au

The Hon Denis Napthine
Premier of Victoria

Level 1, 1 Treasury Place
MELBOURNE VIC 3000

Dear Premier

" RE: Proposal for Takeover Monash Gniversity Gippsland Campus, Churchill ™

We refer to our email of then 5/4/13 through our local member forwarded for your atiention
through Joanne Gauci (as attached). We are very disappointed that on such a vital issue as the:
future of hlgher education in Gippsland that we have had no response. '

Latrobe City Council has realised that as our elected representatives that the proposal by the
University of Ballarat as described in a letter by the chairperson of Monash University Gippsland
Advisory Council of 16/4/2013 (as attached) is completely worthless and without merit.

It points more to the maladministration of Monash itself than any perceived benefits. The one
and only document put out by the University of Bailarat that Gippstand Resource Group (G.R.G)
has seen (attached) shows a very amateurish attempt by a Vice Chancellor with questionable
qualifications to seize all assets including intellectual property and vest them in Ballarat.

This is the dumbing down of an internationally recognised university with a regionat campus.

. This proposal is not acceptable to the people of Gippsland and the future of Higher Edugcation in .
_the region. The attempt to paint the University of Ballarat proposal as positive is sadly

misinformed and shows that the Monash University Advisory Council is completely out of touch
and guliible.

A recent email from the AWU (attached) confirmed by a national radio acknowledgement earlier

this week portrays a very. different picture of TAFE in Ballarat that the salesman from the

University of Ballarat would have us believe.

Gippsland Resource Group formally requestdd a meeting with yourself, as part of a delegation
from Latrobe City; to discuss the resurrection of the once proud Monash Unuvers;ty Gippsland,;
Churchill Campus. -

Yours sincerely

Lt“‘”/\/{/ﬂ C/ﬂ/ (_/Qr(
Merv J Geddes
Secretary -

Gippsland Resource Group Inc.

Cc: Russell Northe MLA

Member for Morwell

Parliamentary Secretary for Small Business
66 George Street Morwell VIC 3840

Cc: Dr Christi.ne Sindt
Coungcillor Central Ward

- 45 Mcl.ean Sireet Marwell VIC 3840



The Hon. Peter Hall, MLC

Minister for Higher Education-and Skilis

Minister responsible for the Teaching Profession 2 Treasury Place

East Melbourne, Victoria 2002
Telephone: +61 3 9637 3300
Facsimile: +61 3 9637 2800

4 GPO Box 4367
v : : . Melbourne, Victoria 3001
HEP 1227 ‘ - o

. Mr Merv Geddes
Secretary ’
. - Gippsland Resource Group Inc. o . .
2/6 Chestnut Avenue '
_ MORWELL 3840

| e ﬁf
Dear M;:;ae’ des_

Thank you for your letter to the Premier regarding higher education in Gippsiand.
As the matters raised fafl within my portfolio responsibilities, I am responqu to
the issues raised. _

From 1 January 2014, Monash University and the University of Ballarat (UB) wili
Jjoin forces to form an expanded, regionally-focussed umversmy in Gippsland. As
you would be aware, the Victorian Government has been supportive of the
parthership as it is consistent with the Victorian Government’'s commitment to
su pportmg the tertiary educatlon needs of the Gippsland region.

- To reflect its expanded regiona! focus, UB will change its name fo Federation

et University Australia from 1 January 2014. Federation University wiil have seven

- campuses across Western, Central and Eastern Victoria with over 21,000
domestic and 5,000 international students.

The University’s presence in Churchill will allow Monash University to retain its
research presence in the Gippsland region and its Gippsland Medical School. In
addition, the expanded university wili offer a range of new courses from 2014

mc!udlng
+ Bachelor of Information Technoiogy
» Bachelor of Business {(Finance and Investment)
s Master of Professional Accounting, and
-]

Master of Geomechanics and Geohydrology,

Significantly, Federation University’s presence in Churchill presents an
opportunity to facilitate more pathways for the region’s students to go from
‘vocational training .to university, particularly in collaboration with the region’s
- TAFE institutes, GippsTAFE and Advance TAFE and other training providers.

This original has been printed in black and white on recycled paper to reduce cost and environmental irﬁpact.



-1 have attached a copy of the Gippsland campus course guide for 2014 which
details the breadth of courses available to students in the region.

To achieve this positive outcome, the universities adopted an open and
consultative approach which was positively influenced by the contribution of
_ engaged stakeholders. The universities have maintained dedicated sections of
their websites that are updated regularly with current information for students,
staff and the broader community. y

I would encourage the Gippsland Resource Group to Support Gippsiand’s two
universities during thelr transition period, and beyond, as a demonstration of its
commitment to improving access to tertiary education in Gippsland.

If you would like further information you may contact Ms Marianne Lourey,

Project Executive Director, TAFE Transition Taskforce, Higher Education and Skills

Group, Department of Education and Early Childhood Deve]opment on 9637 2496
- or by email: lourey. marfanne. e@edumail vie. gov au.

Yours cerely

The Hon, Peter Hall, MLC
Minister for Higher Education and Skills
Minister responsible for the Teaching Profession

" 39 /tﬁ /2013

Encl.

Ll 2o



_. The Hon. Peter Hall MLC
Minister for Higher Education and Skills
Minister Responsible for the Teaching Profession

2 Treasury Place
EAST MELBOURNE VIC 3002

10t October 2013

RE: Monash University Churchill
Your letter: HEP1227 30/92/2013 refeis

Dear Peter

| refer to the above letter and advise our severe disappointment that our Premier
was not prepared to respond to decisions he made when coming into office.

Gippsland Resource Group became Incorporated on the 9t July 2007, because it
was felt at the time that Gippsland was not receiving the full benefit of its vast assefts.
This serious situation has not changed: it hos got worse with the election of your
govemmenf for example water prices, utility cosis & fuel.

The MNaticnals have been éspousing the benefiis of'supporﬁng locals and vet are

- prepared to vest the assets of our University fo an Un-ranked University in Ballarat.

‘A lefter from the Monash University of Gippsland Advisory Council's Chairperson
highlights the deceitf that your Government has practiced on our community. As it
was not made available to Latrobe City Councillors despite it apparently being |
carbon copied to the Mayar.

One of my personal occupations during about 40 years employment in the Latrobe
Vailley including all the Latrobe Vailey Power Stations was as a Purchasing Officer, |
enclose the following.
1. Copy of founder Member Certificate CIPS Australia 4t May 2005
- 2. Support letter CIPS Australia Managing Director.

| draw your attention fo an article in the Age on Wednesday, Qclober 20d 2013
"Depariment Awards $1mil TAFE coniract without tender”

While there may be some reason for appointing Ms Lourey 1o look at TAFE reform.
The methods taken to achieve this objective, the cost to the taxpayers ond the lack
of purchasing ethics is appalliing.



The last puragraph of your letter suggests that if we reguire further information to
contact Ms Lourey, one of her responsibilities app&drs fo be higher education.

in relation to the hostile takeover of Monash University, what expertise does Ms
Lourey have in Higher Education and why was local {Gippsiand) expenence nof
sought. Itis cvoilcblei

G.R.G. wouid request a copy of the brief and the contract amount awarded to Ms
Lourey and her firm and when that tender was advertised.

Peter, it is obvious that the takeover does not have community suppoit'and should
be abandoned for a variety of reasons. Scant resources would be better utilised to
ensure that Monash University lives up to its obligations contained in its 2009 Charter. .

‘An arlicle in the Latrobe Valley Express of the 4t of Oclober 2013 * Core Business
Differences”, suggests that there were otherreasons for the takeover of Monash by
Ballarat. The backgrounds of Richard Bolt and Marianne Lourey were in the
Department of Pdmary Industry. What relevance is this to Higher Education?

As you can see you have given no redasons for G.R.G. 1o support your absurd
proposal, we can’'t untit the infomation required is received. This will be a priority
itfem at our nesd meefing. A

We can't see Intemational students flocking to “Fed Uni", ei’rher when they would
be able fo get the same sub standard degrees at the University of Calcuh‘ca {no
disrespect intended).

We await your expedlen’r response
Yours Sincerely

Merv Geddes
Secretary
Gippsland Resource Group Inc.
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Novernber 21, 2013 INFORMATION MANAGEMENT
' PRCEIVED
Cr Chiistine Sindt ' - 27 NOV 2013
- Latrobe City Counil
P.0. Box 264 _ RIGH T Doe N
i - -

MORWELL VIC 3840

Cammansdicpias Siccutated 10

.~ Dear Christing,. ) [0 Cogy regisitoed in Dataidorks £ invaice forvarded o ascounls

Acts of Parliament commaorily assign powers to people or governing bodies to do
certain things. The Local Government Act assigns powers to Latrobe Councit and
the Education and Training Reform Act 2006 gives the relevant Minister certain
powers. One of those relevant powers which currently | hold as-Ministerisa
_requirement for me to approve a University dsset transfer when the vaiue of that
fransferexceeds $5rh. In making that decision | consider the view of the
university, the advice of my department and the broader interests of Victoria..
In respect to the transfer &f Monéash's assets at Churchill to the University of
Ballarat, my decision to approve the transfer was guided by the very clear wish
of the Victorian Parfiament that this should occur as well as the-strong local
cemmunity support for the proposal. | fully expect you would argue that many
were not in favour of the change in local higher education provider, but | believe
there were many more that did support it.

For a full account of the dssetsand liabilities that have been transferred vout will _
need to seekthat informatiaon from the universities. That information is the
subjact of agreement between the universities and it is not for me’to make
public what may be material of same commaercial confidentiality.

This response follows Russell N'orthe’s conversation with me following his receipt
of our email of November 199,

it should be regarded as a joint response from us both.

ETER HALL MLC

petes hali@patiamentvic.govay  www.pelernall.com.ay
181 Frankdin 51, Traralgon VICG 3844 PO Box 1506 Traralgon VIC 5844
o 0351747066 $4x 03 5176 1266



'; The Hon. Peter Ha!i MLC

' Mlmster for Higher Education and Skills
Minister responsible for the Teaching Profession
2 Treasury Plac
‘East Melbourne, Victoria 300
Telephone: +61 3 9637 33C
_Facsimile: +61 3 9637 28¢

HEP 1285

GPC Box 43¢
_ Melbourne, Victoria 30(

Mr Merv Geddes _

Secretary

Gippstand Resource Group Inc
"~ 2/6 Chestnut Ave '

MORWELL 3840

s e ——— et L e aany mis * et iemn T b i, s o emaeima ot et B s e

Dear Mr dgeﬁdes

Thank you for your letter of 10 October regarding Monash University Churchill and
making comment on other processes within DEECD.

While I am well aware of your opposition to changes that have occurred at
Monash Churchill, the views that I have received across the Gippsland community
have indicated overwhelming support. Further, the Parliament also gave -
unanimous support for the change, Without seeking to argue or debate every
aspect of the change, I am confident that a provider committed to meeting the
higher education needs of the region will serve us far better than one whose
major focus was elsewhere.

In regards to your comments about the department engaging a company to assist
with the implementation of the recommendations of the TAFE Reform Panel, this
matter has been raised by the Public Accounts and Estimates Committee of the
Parliament. The debate on this and further correspondence from the Department
Secretary are on the Committee’s website for all to see.

In regards to your reflection on the experience of senior staff of the departmént I
do not share your. view. I believe I am well served by very capable and
knowledgeable people who exercise their duties of the public service with ‘great
integrity.

| Yours sincerely .

f .

/4 /, J
[fot—yd
.

The Hon. Peter Hall, MLC

Minister for Higher Education and Skills

Minister responsible for the Teaching Profession .

29./10f72013

This originaf has been printed in black and white on recycled paper to reduce cost-and environmental impact.
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Talks underway for proposed 'super TAFE'

Updated Wed 8 Aug 2012, 7:32%m AEST ‘
The University of Ballarat is in discussions with six regional TAFE institutes to create a super TAFE,

The university and TAFE institutes including Bendigo, Wodonga, Sunraysia and Gippsland have received
Federal Government funding to explore whether they could work together to teach certain courses.

The new group would be called the Men2|es Alliance and would cover about 80 per cent of regtonal
Victoria startmg next year.

University Vice Chancellor, Professor David Battersby, séys State Government funding cuts have
accelerated the project, but did not prompt it.

He says teaming up to de_liver TAFE courses could improve ed'ucatibn services in regional Victoria.
"We've got a new environment now with respect to TAFE delivery in Victoria," he said. -

"We are in a climate now where it's all about partnership and collaboration, and pafticularly I think in
regional Victoria, because in many ways by acting collectively with us partnering with TAFE institutes, |
think we're able to deliver more effectively to the various regions that we serve.’ "

The head of Advance TAFE in Gippsland, Peter Heilbuth, is playing down the idea, saying the new
agreement would only be an extension of the relationship it afready has with Ballarat.

"We have had to close down some of our outreach centres and | think that there's a possihility that we
could use technology more creatively, to deliver training into those small remote areas," he said.

Topics: education, adult-education, community-education, education-collaborative-projects, university-
and-further-education, bendigo-3550, ballarat-3350, wodonga-3690, mildura-3500, sale-3850

First posted Tue 7 Aug 2012, 10:17am AEST

httn [/www.abc.net. au/news/ZOiZ 08- 07/ta|ks underway-for- proposed-super«tafe/4181886

Ballarat University proposes 'super TAFE' for regional
Victoria
By Jarrod Watt (Multiplatform editor, Victoria)} 7 August, 2012 2:26PM AEST

The University of Ballarat's vice-chancellor announces the formation of ‘the Menzies Alliance' to share
resources among Sunraysia, Gippstand, Wodonga, Bendigo and Ballarat TAFE colleges that have been hit
hard with State Government funding cuts. Hear how University of Ballarat vice chancellor David Battersby
~ thinks it will work,

Professor David Battersby; vice-chancellor of the University of Ballarat, is proposing a new umbrella group,
‘The Menzies Alliance’, to bring together six regional institutes and their 28 different campuses to
consolidate VET education in Victoria, ba_sed on the 'Star Alliance’ model used by airlines.

. "In some ways it's already in place now, because we've been given a grant of.SZS mitlion by the
Commonwealth Government to work in close partnership with six regional TAFE institutes, and that's



provided us with a good platform, and that platform is about the joint delivery of University of Ballarat
degree programs through the TAFE institutes, so it's not too far removed then to look at the delivery of
vocational education and training programs through that partnership arrangement.”

He says the State Government is providing minimal funding to the grou'p, despite its very public slashing of
funding to vocational education in Victoria. '

"The State is involved because additional to the funding we've got from the Commonwealth Government,
the State have contributed about $3m to the TAFE institutes.” '

Professor Battersby denies this move will create politicalllchaos within the different institutés, saying this is
a new opportunity.

"l take the view that this, in many ways, is a win-win situation. We've got a new environment with respect
 to TAFE delivery in Victoria, and we are in a climate now where it's all about pa}tnership and collaboration
and in particular in regional Victoria, because in-many ways by acting collectively with us partnering TAFE -
institutes | think we're able to deliver more effectively to the various communities and regions we serve
around regional Victoria," .he says. ' ' '

He ag'rees the idea to bring together the state's regional TAFEs has been pushed forward in the wake of the
Baillieu Government's massive cuts to VET education in the 2012 budget

"Yes it has been certainly accelerated [by the cuts). It has always been our view that the partnership which
has been in place for a little while now might be extended, and I think the decisions taken by the State
budget in May have accelerated it. One of the good things that's come out of the adversity around the VET
funding cuts has been iooklng for opportunities and taking advantage of those," he says.

The Star Alliance model for regional TAFE institutes

Battersby proposes the Menzies Alliance would operate much like the umbrella group used by airlines,
with specific costs borne by each institution.

"The proposal at the moment is each of the institutions would come together to form an affiliation, much
like the airline industry and the Star Alliance, where the collective good of a whole group of airlines come
together... at the end of the day the respective TAFE institutes and the university would retain their
autonomy, so they would be responsible for their finances for their human resources, industrial relations,
their capital assets and so on - but what we should do would be come together to look at how we could
meet collectively the needs of students for our various regions."

He denies there will be any pooling of budgets, based on the differences in State and Federal funding for
education. '

“In fact it's too difficult; at the TAFE institutes are the responsibility of the State Government and the
universities are in many ways a Commonweaith entity... but | think at the end of the day we should look
‘ahead and see the possibility that at some in the future, out of this might arise a regional university for
Victoria."

Battersby says he cannot name which courses might be saved by this alliance, and does not specifically
mention how courses would be delivered remotely to students in campuses ranging from Miid_ura, Ararat
and Warrnambool in the west of the state to Sale and Wodonga in the east.. . ' '



"For instance in some of the areas of busmess, horticulture, agriculture, the racing industry and so on,
individual institutes probably don't have a critical mass of students now given the change of subsidies, but
collectively, around the state we could garner and harness a much larger group of students," he says.

"In terms of deIi'very, we're already pioneering some really innovative delivery mechanisms with the
partnership with the TAFE inSﬁtutes; what it basically means is we don't want to dislocate students from
their own regions, so one or other of the TAFE institutes for instance may take a lead on racing courses; the
others would contribute, they would use their campuses, the-ir. facilities, their IT infrastructure, to enable

- these programs to be delivered in local communities."

‘Resistance is useless to the changes to TAFE funding

The university vice-chancelior says the University of Ballarat is moving from its announcement of staff and
course cuts earlier this year.

"To this point we've got to the stage... we've been through a voluntary redundancy process, and we went
for that firstly... we're now in the process of concluding that... | think there's been a general understanding
that in fact with the changes in funding and new ways of delivering VET we do have to make these
changes. | recognise there's been a lot of protests around this, but in this day and age we need to move
ahead." '

He says despite protests across the State, he does not believe there is any going back on the massive cuts
made by the Baillieu government. '

“The Government has made it very clear that this is a budget decision, they're sticking to it; | recognise the
rights of folk, our staff, our students and others to protest this... but at the end of the day we are funded
through Government mechanisms..."

Professor Battersby says the role of public institutions will not, on the whole, be picked up by private
operators, as the same supply and demand factors affect both sectors of education in regional Victoria.

"Whether you are a private provider or a public institution like the University of Ballarat, there are thin
markets in regional Victoria - unlike Melbourne, where true market forces operate, we only have what we
would call ‘quasi-markets' in regional Victoria, so the going can be tough for private providers as it is for
public institutions,” he says.

"One of the benefits of public institutions in regional Victoria is they have presence, and they have history
and legacy and they exist for the public good." '

Professor Battersby and the Menzies Alliance are due to take their proposal to Premier Baillieu next
month.

http://www,.abc.net.au/local/stories/2012/08/07/3562369 . htm



atrobe Valley community vow to fight TAFE fundlng cuts

By Rh:ana Whitson (ABC Glppsland) 27 June, 2012 10:34AM AEST

A Latrobe Valley community action group has been formed to fight against state government cuts to
TAFE. |

About 200 people attended a community forum on the impact of TAFE funding cuts at Latrobe Clty Council
offices. :

The group, made up of current and former TAFE employees, Gippsland Trades and Labour Council, unions
and the general publie will lobby the state government to reverse funding cuts to TAFE.

Speakers included David Williams, Victorian TAFE Association chief executive, Joanne Stringer, Deputy
President of GippsTAFE board, representatives from the NTEU and AEU and students.

Mr Williams says the community has about four months to convmce the state government to reverse the
changes. ' '

Higher Education Minister and Member for Eastern region Victoria Peter Hall says the TAFE funding system
is unsustainable, he told ABC Mornings program in May.

But Mr Williams refuted those claims.
GippsTAFE has lost $10 million of state government funding, around a third of its budget.

32 staff have been made redundant with more job losses expected to be announced W|th|n the next
month.

About 60 courses have been eut.

School fees for many other courses have also been raised.

Peter Whitley, GippsTAFE chief executive, says the institution .w.'ill continue to lobby the state government.
"This is about our community; this is about the heart and soul of regional Australia..."

Gippsland's other major TAFE provider, Advance TAFE announced it will cut 32 jobs and close eight of its
smaller facilities, as a result of changes to state government funding of TAFEs.

It will also cut 36 from the 215 currently taught at Advance TAFE.

http://www.abc.net.au/local/stories/2012/06/27/3533833.htm?site=ballarat




TAFE college merger on the table for discussion
By Celine Foenander 4 December, 2013 12:00PM AEDT

The future of TAFE colleges across Glppsland isona kmfe -edge with mergers or stronger collaboration
the focus of talks.

The CEO of Advance TAFE, Shaun McDonagh today confirmed his institution and GippsTAFE are exploring
ways to work together to ensure vocational education remains relevant and viable in the future.

Also included in the talks are Chisholm Institute which has a campus in Wonthaggi and the newly created
Federation University which will take over Monash University's Churchill campus from January.

Mr McDonagh says all options are on the table for discussion and did not rule out a merger between the
colleges.

- "All options will be considered, whatever the structure, partnership, collaboration, affiliation - use any
label you wish, they are all under consideration," he says.

The idea of a 'super TAFE' in Gippsland was flagged last August when the University of Ballarat revealed it
was speaking with TAFE colleges across the state to form a partnership under a model dubbed the
'‘Menzies Alliance'.

The idea of amalgamating Advance TAFE, GippsTAFE and Chisholm was also submitted to the Victorian
Government last year and formed part of a report investigating what changes colleges would have to make
to remain viable.

“Advance TAFE, GippsTAFE and Chisholm Institute are certainly looking at what partnérship and
arrangement would best serve our respective stakeholders and also looking at options in terms of
Federation University and what's happening with the Churchill campus and their growth and aspirations,"
Mr McDonagh says.

The boards of the TAFE colleges are expected to have formulated a preferred option for merger or
partnerships by January.

http://www.abc.net.au/local/stories/2013/12/04/3904769.htm
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TAFE college merger on the table for discussion

The future of TAFE colleges across Gippsland is on a knife-edge with mergers or stronger collaboration the
focus of talks.... -

University And Further Education Wednesday 4 Decembear 2013 ABC Gippsland Vic
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