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1. OPENING PRAYER 

2. ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF THE TRADITIONAL OWNERS OF THE 
LAND 

3. APOLOGIES AND LEAVE OF ABSENCE  

4.  DECLARATION OF CONFLICT OF INTEREST 

5.  ADOPTION OF MINUTES   

6.  PUBLIC QUESTION TIME 

 
Suspension Of Standing Orders 

Moved:              Cr Kam 
Seconded:        Cr Middlemiss 
 
That Standing Orders be suspended to allow members of the gallery 
to address Council in support of their submissions. 
 
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 
Standing Orders were suspended at 4.34 PM 
 
Mr Merv Geddes addressed Council in relation to item 6.1 - Hazelwood 
Coal Mine Fire Submission. 
 
Mr Howard Williams addressed Council in relation to item 6.1 - Hazelwood 
Coal Mine Fire Submission. 
 
Mr Bruce McDonald addressed Council in relation to item 6.1 - Hazelwood 
Coal Mine Fire Submission.  
 
Moved:     Cr Middlemiss 
Seconded:  Cr White 
 
That Standing Orders be resumed. 
 
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 
Standing Orders were resumed at 4.50 PM.  
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7. CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

6.1 HAZELWOOD COAL MINE FIRE SUBMISSION 
         

For Decision  

PURPOSE 
The purpose of this report is to provide Council with the draft Hazelwood 
Brown Coal Mine Fire Submission in relation to the Hazelwood Mine Fire 
Inquiry for consideration. 

DECLARATION OF INTEREST 
No officer declared an interest under the Local Government Act 1989 in 
the preparation of this report. 

STRATEGIC FRAMEWORK 
This report is consistent with Latrobe 2026: The Community Vision for 
Latrobe Valley and the Latrobe City Council Plan 2013-2017. 
 
Latrobe 2026: The Community Vision for Latrobe Valley 
Strategic Objectives - Governance 
In 2026, Latrobe Valley has a reputation for conscientious leadership and 
governance, strengthened by an informed and engaged community 
committed to enriching local decision making. 
 
Latrobe City Council Plan 2013 - 2017 
 
Theme and Objectives 
Theme 3: Efficient, effective and accountable governance 
 
Strategic Direction – To provide open, transparent and accountable 
governance. 
 
Legislation - Local Government Act 1989 

 

BACKGROUND 
On 7 February 2014 a fire ignited at Hernes Oak which, on 9 February 
2014, took hold in the Hazelwood Coal Mine. The fire was brought under 
control and the mine was handed back to its owners on 25 March 2014. 
The mine was declared safe on 31 March 2014. 
 
Many Morwell citizens and other residents of the Latrobe Valley were 
adversely affected by the poor air quality resulting from the fire, leading to 
residents reporting respiratory and other health-related problems as a 
result of the conditions. 
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On 11 March 2014, the Premier of Victoria Denis Napthine, announced an 
independent inquiry into the circumstances of the Hazelwood Mine fire, 
including the emergency response and the support provided to Morwell 
residents and other affected communities. 
Following on from this announcement, Council has prepared a draft 
submission for the Hazelwood Mine Fire Inquiry. 

ISSUES 
The draft submission is provided as Attachment 1 to this report which 
contains.  
Latrobe City Council wishes to make a submission to the Board of Inquiry 
into the Hazelwood Coal Mine Fire for the following reasons;  
 
1. The Hazelwood Coal Mine Fire is located within the municipal 

boundary of the Latrobe City Council;  
2. The citizens of Latrobe City and the Council’s regular operations 

were directly affected as a result of the Hazelwood Coal Mine Fire; 
3. Latrobe City Council played a support role in the response to the 

Hazelwood Coal Mine Fire;  
4. There are a number of open cut brown coal mines within the 

municipality of Latrobe City that are within close proximity to 
townships, in particular the town of Morwell;  

5. The Latrobe City Council seeks to ensure that appropriate mitigation 
steps are taken to ensure the risk of a similar coal mine fire is 
reduced and that in the event a similar event does take place the 
Victorian government and Latrobe City Council are better placed to 
respond to the needs of the community during and after such a coal 
mine fire; and 

6. The Latrobe City Council is concerned about the overall & timely 
remediation strategies and plans that are in place for the open cut 
Brown Coal mines within the municipality.   

7. The Latrobe City Council is prepared to accept the recommendations 
of the Board of Inquiry and implement any actions that are within its 
own capability and resource to do so in order to better provide for its 
community into the future.  

The community are also provided with an opportunity to make comment 
on Council’s submission through the provision of a special Council 
meeting.  

FINANCIAL, RISK AND RESOURCES IMPLICATIONS 
Risk has been considered as part of this report and it is considered to be 
consistent with the Risk Management Plan 2011-2014. 

INTERNAL/EXTERNAL CONSULTATION 
Engagement Method Used: 
Councillors and officers involved in the Hazelwood Brown Coal Mine Fire 
response were engaged with in the preparation of Council’s submission.  
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Councillors and officers have been involved with the affected community 
since the event occurred on 7 February 2014.  

OPTIONS 
The following options are available to Council in relation to this report;  
1. Consider the positions of members of the public who have addressed 

Council at the Special Council Meeting on Thursday 8 May 2014 and 
call a further Special Council meeting for Monday 12 May 2014.  

2. Adopt the Submission attached this report; or  
3. Seek further information or amend the Submission attached to this 

report.  
 

CONCLUSION 
Council wish to make a submission to the Board of Inquiry into the 
Hazelwood Brown Coal Mine for the reasons set out above. The proposed 
draft submission attached is provided for Council to consider.  

 
Attachments 

1. Hazelwood Brown Coal Mine Fire Submission  
  

 

RECOMMENDATION 
 

1. That Council note the submissions of the public made at 
this Special Council meeting.  

2. That Council call a special Council meeting that is open to 
the public to be held on Monday 12 May 2014 at 6.30pm to 
consider its Hazelwood Brown Coal Mine Fire Submission.    

3. That Council provide as much public notice as is 
practicable to allow such a special Council meeting to 
occur noting the extraordinary circumstances which 
prevented Council providing seven (7) days public notice 
of such a special meeting in accordance with section 89(4) 
of the Local Government Act 1989 are its requirement to 
make a submission to Board of Inquiry into the Hazelwood 
Brown Coal Mine Fire.  
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Moved:  Cr White 
Seconded: Cr Harriman 
 
That the Recommendation be adopted. 
 
 
For the Motion 
 
Councillor/s Middlemiss, Gibson, Kam, O’Callaghan, White, Harriman 
 
Against the Motion 
 
Councillor/s Gibbons, Sindt 
 
The Mayor confirmed that the Recommendation had been CARRIED 
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6.1 
Hazelwood Coal Mine Fire Submission 

1 Hazelwood Brown Coal Mine Fire Submission  ............................ 9 
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There being no further business the meeting was declared closed at 5.20 PM. 
 
I certify that these minutes have been confirmed. 

Mayor:   _____________________________  

Date:   _____________________________  
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