
 
LATROBE 

CITY 
COUNCIL 

 MINUTES FOR THE 
SPECIAL COUNCIL MEETING 

HELD IN NAMBUR WARIGA MEETING ROOM 
CORPORATE HEAD QUARTERS, MORWELL  

AT 5:30PM ON 
29 JULY 2013 

SM415 

PRESENT: 

Councillors: Cr Sandy Kam, Mayor East Ward 
 Cr Peter Gibbons West Ward 
 Cr Dale Harriman East Ward arrived at 5.38pm 
 Cr Graeme Middlemiss Central Ward 
 Cr Kellie O’Callaghan  East Ward 
 Cr Michael Rossiter East Ward 
 Cr Christine Sindt Central Ward 
   
Officers: Paul Buckley Chief Executive Officer 
 Michael Edgar General Manager Community Liveability 
 Carol Jeffs General Manager Governance 
 Allison Jones General Manager Economic Sustainability 
 Zemeel Saba General Manager Organisational Excellence 
 Grantley Switzer General Manager Recreation, Culture & Community 

Infrastructure 
 Tom McQualter Manager Council Operations & Legal Counsel 
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1. OPENING PRAYER 

 The Opening Prayer Was Read By The Mayor. 

2. ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF THE TRADITIONAL OWNERS OF THE 
LAND 

 The Recognition Of Traditional Landholders Was Read By The Mayor. 

3. APOLOGIES AND LEAVE OF ABSENCE  

 Cr Gibson – West Ward 
Cr White – South Ward 

4.  DECLARATION OF CONFLICT OF INTEREST 

 4.1 DECLARATION OF INTEREST 

 Cr Sindt  advised the Council of an interest in relation to the first speaker 
Dr Steb Fisher.  

5.  PUBLIC QUESTION TIME 
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Suspension of Standing Orders 
 
Moved:   Cr O’Callaghan 
Seconded:  Cr Gibbons 
 
That Standing Orders be suspended to allow members of the gallery to 
address Council in support of their submissions. 
 
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 
Standing Orders were suspended at 5.37 pm 
 
Cr Sindt left the Council due to an interest in Speaker 1 at 5.37 pm. 
 
Dr Steb Fisher addressed Council in relation to Item 6.1 Draft 2013/2014 Budget – 
Hearing of Submissions. 
 
Cr Sindt returned to the Council at 5.41 pm. 
 
Mr Robert Farmer addressed Council in relation to Item 6.1 Draft 2013/2014 Budget 
– Hearing of Submissions. 
 
Mr Leigh Taylor addressed Council in relation to item 6.1 Draft 2013/2014 Budget – 
Hearing of Submissions. 
 
Mr Simon Hemming addressed Council in relation to item 6.1 Draft 2013/2014 
Budget – Hearing of Submissions. 
 
 
Moved:   Cr Middlemiss 
Seconded:  Cr Harriman 
 
That Standing Orders be resumed. 
 
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 
Standing Orders were resumed at 5.54 pm 
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GOVERNANCE
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5. GOVERNANCE 

6.1 DRAFT 2013/2014 BUDGET - HEARING OF SUBMISSIONS 

GENERAL MANAGER  Governance  
         

For Decision  

 

PURPOSE 

The purpose of this report is to present submissions received in relation to 
the draft 2013/2014 budget for Council’s consideration. 

DECLARATION OF INTEREST 

No officer declared an interest under the Local Government Act 1989 in 
the preparation of this report. 

STRATEGIC FRAMEWORK 

This report is consistent with Latrobe 2026: The Community Vision for 
Latrobe Valley and the Latrobe City Council Plan 2013-2017. 

 

Latrobe 2026: The Community Vision for Latrobe Valley 

Strategic Objectives – Governance 
In 2026, Latrobe Valley has a reputation for conscientious leadership and 
governance, strengthened by an informed and engaged community 
committed to enriching local decision making 
 
Latrobe City Council Plan 2013 - 2017 
 
Theme and Objectives 

Theme 3: Efficient, effective and accountable governance 
 

Strategic Directions  
Regularly report Council decisions and performance to the community. 
 
Establish and maintain rigorous Council polices that comply with 
legislation and respond to community expectation. 
 
Increase community awareness and satisfaction with Council's services 
and facilities. 
 
Continuously improve financial management and reporting. 
 
Ensure Latrobe City Council’s infrastructure and assets are maintained 
and managed sustainably. 
 
Strategy & Plans – 10 Year Financial & Resources Plan 
 



 

Page 8 

  SPECIAL COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 
29 JULY 2013 (SM415) 

L
A

T
R

O
B

E
 C

IT
Y

 C
O

U
N

C
IL

 

Legislation – Local Government Act 1989 
 
Section 127 (1) of the Local Government Act 1989, states that 
“A Council must prepare a budget for each financial year.” 
 
Section 130 (3) of the Act states that “The Council must adopt the budget 
by 31 August each year. 
 
Section 130 (4) of the Act states that ‘The Council must submit a copy of 
the budget to the Minister by 31 August each year. 

BACKGROUND 
 
On 24 June 2013, Council resolved to give notice of preparation of the 
proposed 2013/2014 budget and to allow a period of 28 days for 
submissions. 
 
A person has a right to make a submission under section 223 of the Local 
Government Act 1989, on any proposal contained in the budget. 
 
Public notice of the release of the 2013/2014 budget was subsequently 
advertised in the Latrobe Valley Express on 27 June 2013, 1 July 2013, 
and 11 July 2013 advising that the budget is available for inspection at 
Council’s service centres and on Council’s website. 
 

Submissions in relation to the budget were received up to 5.00 pm on 24 
July 2013. A person who has made a written submission to Council and 
requested that he or she be heard in support of the written submission is 
entitled to appear in person before a meeting of the Council. In the public 
notice Council gave notice that such a meeting would be held at 5.30 pm 
on Monday, 29 July 2013. 

ISSUES 

At the conclusion of the submission period 8 submissions had been 
received in relation to the draft 2013/2014 budget.  Those wishing to 
speak to their submission will be present at the Council Meeting. 

FINANCIAL, RISK AND RESOURCES IMPLICATIONS 

Risk has been considered as part of this report and it is considered to be 
consistent with the Risk Management Plan 2011-2014. 

 

The financial implications of any proposed changes to the draft 2013/2014 
budget will need to be taken into account in the consideration of budget 
submissions. 

INTERNAL/EXTERNAL CONSULTATION 

Engagement Method Used: 
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Copies of the draft budget have been available for inspection at Council 
offices and on the web site since 27 June 2013.   
 

A person has a right to make a submission under section 223 of the Local 
Government Act 1989, on any proposal contained in the budget. 

Details of Community Consultation / Results of Engagement: 
 
At the conclusion of the submission period 8 submissions had been 
received. 
 
A list of the submissions received is provided below and copies of all 
submissions are attached. 

 

Name Summary of issue 

Latrobe City Farm 
Ratepayers Association 

Support the retention of the farm differential 
rate 

Mr Steb Fisher, 
President Grand 
Strzelecki Track 

Request to increase the current contribution 
by Latrobe City Council from $5,600 per 
year to $16,800 per year 

Tracey Gaudion Agnes Brereton Netball Courts Traralgon 
would like to see an upgrade to spectator 
facilities. 

Danielle Schoer, Netball 
Coach Flinders Flames 

Support for the upgrade of the Agnes 
Brereton Netball Courts in Traralgon 

Bonny Lia Support for the upgrade of the Agnes 
Brereton Netball Courts in Traralgon 

Jacqui Maskrell Support for the upgrade of the Agnes 
Brereton Netball Courts in Traralgon 

Colin Brick, OA 
Secretary Boolarra 
Memorial Park 
Committee of 
Management 

Request a review of the Annual 
Maintenance Grant funding. 

Leigh Taylor, President 
Yallourn Golf Club 

Request review of proposed rates for 
2013/14 based on Cultural & Recreational 
Lands Act 1963. 

 

OPTIONS 

Under the provisions of section 223 of the Local Government Act 1989, 
Council must provide the opportunity for submissions to be considered at 
a meeting of Council. This is a legislative requirement. 
 

 

CONCLUSION 
On 24 June 2013 Council gave notice of preparation of the proposed 
2013/2014 budget, and has provided the opportunity for submissions to be 
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heard at this meeting of Council. This allows Council sufficient time to 
consider submissions received in relation to the proposed 2013/2014 
budget prior to considering the budget at the next Ordinary Council 
Meeting, to be held at 5.30pm on Monday, 5 August 2013. 

 
 

Attachments 

1. 2013/14 Budget Submissions Attachment - 29 July 2013 
2. Tramps and Yallourn North Action Group Submissions 

  
 

RECOMMENDATION 

That Council notes and considers all submissions received in 
relation to the draft 2013/2014 budget.  
 

  
 
 

Moved:  Cr O’Callaghan 
Seconded: Cr Sindt 
 
That the Recommendation be adopted. 

 
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY  

 
 

Please note Cr Harriman arrived at 5.38pm after the vote on this matter had taken 
place.
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6.1 

DRAFT 2013/2014 BUDGET - HEARING OF 
SUBMISSIONS 

1 2013/14 Budget Submissions Attachment - 29 July 2013 .......... 13 

2 Tramps and Yallourn North Action Group Submissions............ 23 



ATTACHMENT 1 6.1 DRAFT 2013/2014 BUDGET - HEARING OF SUBMISSIONS - 2013/14 Budget 
Submissions Attachment - 29 July 2013 
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There being no further business the meeting was declared closed at 5.55 PM. 

I certify that these minutes have been confirmed. 

Mayor:   _____________________________  

Date:   _____________________________  
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