
 
LATROBE 

CITY 
COUNCIL 

 MINUTES FOR THE 
SPECIAL COUNCIL MEETING 

HELD IN NAMBUR WARIGA MEETING ROOM 
CORPORATE HEAD QUARTERS, MORWELL 

AT 5.30PM ON 
11 JUNE 2013 

SM411 

PRESENT: 

Councillors: Cr Sharon Gibson, Deputy 
Mayor 

West Ward 

 Cr Peter Gibbons West Ward 
 Cr Dale Harriman East Ward 
 Cr Graeme Middlemiss Central Ward 
 Cr Kellie O’Callaghan  East Ward 
 Cr Michael Rossiter East Ward 
 Cr Christine Sindt Central Ward 
 Cr Darrell White South Ward 
   
Officers: Paul Buckley Chief Executive Officer 
 Michael Edgar General Manager Community Liveability 
 Carol Jeffs General Manager Governance 
 Allison Jones General Manager Economic Sustainability 
 Zemeel Saba General Manager Organisational Excellence 
 Grantley Switzer General Manager Recreation, Culture & Community 

Infrastructure 
 Jacinta Saxton Manager Council Operations & Legal Counsel 
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1. OPENING PRAYER 

 The Opening Prayer Was Read By The Deputy Mayor. 

2. ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF THE TRADITIONAL OWNERS OF THE 
LAND 

 The Recognition Of Traditional Landholders Was Read By The Deputy 
Mayor 

3. APOLOGIES AND LEAVE OF ABSENCE  

 Cr Kam 

4.  DECLARATION OF CONFLICT OF INTEREST 

 NIL 

5.  DECLARATION OF INTEREST 

  Cr White advised the Council of an interest in item 6.1 Fees & Charges 
  due to one of the submitters being a relative 
 

6.  ADOPTION OF MINUTES   

7.  PUBLIC QUESTION TIME 
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GOVERNANCE
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5. GOVERNANCE 

6.1 2013/2014 FEES AND CHARGES - SUBMISSIONS 

General Manager  Governance  
         

For Decision  

 

PURPOSE 

The purpose of this report is to have Council consider submissions 
received in relation to the draft 2013/2014 Fees and Charges schedule. 

DECLARATION OF INTEREST 

No officer declared an interest under the Local Government Act 1989 in 
the preparation of this report. 

STRATEGIC FRAMEWORK 

This report is consistent with Latrobe 2026: The Community Vision for 
Latrobe Valley and the Latrobe City Council Plan 2012-2016. 

 

Latrobe 2026: The Community Vision for Latrobe Valley 

Strategic Objectives - Governance 

In 2026, Latrobe Valley has a reputation for conscientious leadership and 
governance, strengthened by an informed and engaged community, 
committed to enriching local decision making. 
 
Latrobe City Council Plan 2012 - 2016 
 
Shaping Our Future 
Attract, retain, support  
Enhancing opportunity, learning and lifestyles 
 
Strategic Direction – Governance 

Provide timely, effective and accessible information about Latrobe City 
Council’s activities. 

Ensure that Latrobe City Council continues to meet the highest standards 
of financial probity and is financially sustainable. 
 
Service Provision – Financial Services 

Administer financial management, advice and services of Latrobe City 
Council 
 
Major Initiatives - Governance  

Facilitate the development of the Annual Budget and present to Council for 
consideration. 



 

Page 6 

  SPECIAL COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES
11 JUNE 2013 (SM411)

L
A

T
R

O
B

E
 C

IT
Y

 C
O

U
N

C
IL

 
Legislation – 
 
Local Government Act 1989 

BACKGROUND 

Annually, as part of the budget process, Council reviews user fees and 
charges.  In order to incorporate any proposed changes to the current fees 
into the 2013/2014 budget from 1 July 2013, Council will need to adopt the 
fees and charges prior to the budget. 

 

The draft Fees and Charges were presented to Council at the Ordinary 
Council Meeting held on 6 May 2013 and Council resolved as follows: 

That 

1. Council gives public notice of its intention to consider the draft Fees 
and Charges 2013/2014 and invites submissions in accordance with 
Council’s Community Engagement Policy and Strategy; and 

2. Council considers submissions in relation to Council’s draft Fees and 
Charges 2013/2014 at a Special Council Meeting to be held on 11 
June 2013; and 

3. Council consider final adoption of the Fees and Charges 2013/2014 
at the Ordinary Council Meeting in June. 

 

Public notices were placed in the Latrobe Valley Express on 9 May 2012 
and 16 May 2013. Submissions closed on 5 June 2013.  

 

At the close of the consultation period 4 submissions had been received. 

ISSUES 

A significant number of Council’s fees and charges require notice to be 
given to users.  By adopting the fees and charges it will allow sufficient 
notice to be given for any changes to fees and charges for implementation 
from 1 July 2013.  
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At the close of the consultation period 4 submissions had been received.  
A brief summary of these submissions is shown below: 

 
Name of 
submitter 

Brief summary of submission Officer Comment 

Mr Terry 
Lawrence 
Secretary Latrobe 
Valley Badminton 
Assoc Inc. 

The Latrobe Valley 
Badminton Assoc are 
concerned over the changes 
to court hire costs at the 
Traralgon Stadium. The 
changes will result in a 
doubling of the costs for their 
members to practice. 

Page 34 of the Draft Fees 
and Charges document 
proposes a change to the 
fees for Indoor Sports 
Stadiums in relation to court 
hire for training. Fees were 
previously charged on a “per 
session” basis, the proposed 
change is to charge on the 
basis of “per hour session.” 

Mr Jeff White Seeking a review of the 
changes to the court hire 
costs associated with Indoor 
Stadiums. 

Ms Yvette 
Bentley  
Secretary 
Latrobe Valley 
Badminton 
Association - 
Veterans 

Seeking a review of the 
changes to the court hire 
costs associated with Indoor 
Stadiums. 

Mr Colin Crane 
Coach 
Traralgon Colts 
Junior Badminton 
Club 

Seeking a review of the 
changes to the court hire 
costs associated with Indoor 
Stadiums. 

 

During the public consultation period The Department of Justice advised 
that the 2013/2014 fee and penalty unit values were gazetted on the 18 
April 2013 and that the revised penalty and fee unit amounts effective from 
1 July 2013 are  

Penalty Unit: $144.36 (previously $140.84 which equates to a 2.5% 
increase) 

Fee Unit: $  12.84 (previously $12.53 which equates to a 2.5% 
increase) 

An error was also discovered in relation to the current 2012/13 Pre-school 
4 yr old program, where the fee was listed as $175 per term when in fact 
the fee is $180 per term. 

The Fees and Charges document has been updated to incorporate these 
changes. 
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FINANCIAL, RISK AND RESOURCES IMPLICATIONS 

Risk has been considered as part of this report and it is considered to be 
consistent with the Risk Management Plan 2011-2014. 

 

The proposed fees and charges form the basis of a significant component 
of Council’s revenue budget. 

INTERNAL/EXTERNAL CONSULTATION 

Engagement Method Used: 

The proposed fees and charges for 2013/2014 were placed on Council’s 
website, displayed at Council’s Service centres, public notices provided in 
the Latrobe Valley Express and Council officers have consulted with 
service users in relation to the proposed fees and charges. 

Details of Community Consultation / Results of Engagement: 

At the conclusion of the public consultation period, 4 submissions had 
been received. 

OPTIONS 
After taking the content of the submissions into account, Council has the 
option to: 
 
1. Note the submissions that have been received in relation to the 

2013/2014 Fees and Charges. 
 

 

CONCLUSION 

This report provides Council with an opportunity to consider all 
submissions received in relation to the proposed Fees and Charges 
2013/2014.  Any proposed changes to the draft Fees and Charges will be 
incorporated into the final Fees and Charges 2013/2014 to be considered 
by Council at the Ordinary Council Meeting to be held on 24 June 2013. 

 
Attachments 

1. 2013/2014 Fees & Charges Submissions
  

 

RECOMMENDATION 

1. That Council notes the submissions which have been 
received, and considers the submissions prior to the adoption 
of the 2013/2014 Fees and Charges.  

2. That the 2013/2014 Fees and Charges be considered for 
adoption at the Ordinary Council Meeting to be held on 24 
June 2013.  
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 Moved:  Cr Rossiter 
Seconded: Cr Middlemiss 
    
That the Recommendation be adopted. 
 
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
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6.1 
2013/2014 Fees and Charges - Submissions 

1 2013/2014 Fees & Charges Submissions .................................... 13 
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 The Meeting closed to the public at 5:36 pm. 

I certify that these minutes have been confirmed. 

Mayor:  ______________________   

Date:  ________________________   
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