
 
LATROBE 

CITY 
COUNCIL 

 AGENDA FOR THE 
SPECIAL COUNCIL MEETING 

TO BE HELD IN NAMBUR WARIGA MEETING ROOM 
CORPORATE HEADQUARTERS, MORWELL 

AT 6:00 PM ON 
15 SEPTEMBER 2014 

SM446 



  



 
  SPECIAL COUNCIL MEETING AGENDA 

15 SEPTEMBER 2014 (SM446) 

LA
TR

O
B

E C
ITY C

O
U

N
C

IL 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 

1. OPENING PRAYER ............................................................................................ 2 

2. ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF THE TRADITIONAL OWNERS OF THE 
LAND .................................................................................................................. 2 

3. APOLOGIES AND LEAVE OF ABSENCE ......................................................... 2 

4.  DECLARATION OF CONFLICT OF INTEREST ................................................ 2 

5.  PUBLIC QUESTION TIME ................................................................................. 2 

6. CORPORATE SERVICES .................................................................................. 4 

6.1 AUTHORISATION OF COUNCILLORS FOR CERTIFICATION OF 
2013/2014 FINANCIAL, STANDARD AND PERFORMANCE 
STATEMENTS ............................................................................................ 4 

7. MEETING CLOSED TO THE PUBLIC ............................................................. 95 

7.1 LCC-216 PAVEMENT REHABILITATION OF FOURTH ROAD AT 
HAZELWOOD NORTH ............................................................................. 96 

 

Page 1 



 
  SPECIAL COUNCIL MEETING AGENDA 

15 SEPTEMBER 2014 (SM446) 

LA
TR

O
B

E C
ITY C

O
U

N
C

IL 

 

1. OPENING PRAYER 
Our Father in Heaven, hallowed be your Name, your kingdom come, your 
will be done on earth as in Heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.  Save us from 
the time of trial and deliver us from evil.  For the kingdom, the power, and 
the glory are yours now and forever. 

2. ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF THE TRADITIONAL OWNERS OF THE 
LAND 

We respectfully acknowledge that we are meeting here today on the 
traditional land of the Braiakaulung people of the Gunnai/Kurnai Clan and 
pay our respect to their past and present elders 

3. APOLOGIES AND LEAVE OF ABSENCE 

4.  DECLARATION OF CONFLICT OF INTEREST 

 5.  PUBLIC QUESTION TIME 
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6. CORPORATE SERVICES 

6.1 AUTHORISATION OF COUNCILLORS FOR CERTIFICATION OF 
2013/2014 FINANCIAL, STANDARD AND PERFORMANCE 
STATEMENTS 

General Manager  Corporate Services  
         

For Decision  

PURPOSE 
The purpose of this report is to seek Council’s approval in principle to the 
2013/2014 financial, standard and performance statements and to 
authorise two Councillors, on behalf of the Council, to certify the financial, 
standard and performance statements for the year ended 30 June 2014 in 
their final form. 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
In order for the Victorian Auditor General’s Office (VAGO) to provide an 
audit report certifying Council’s 2013/2014 financial, standard and 
performance statements Council must first provide in principle approval of 
the statements and authorise two Councillors to certify the statements in 
their final form. 
These statements are a key requirement of Council’s Annual Report which 
in accordance with the Local Government Act must be submitted to the 
Minister for Local Government by 30 September each year. 
The statements as attached were presented to Council’s Audit Committee 
on 4 September 2014. Staff from VAGO’s audit contractors Crowe 
Horwath who conducted the Latrobe City audit were in attendance and 
tabled a closing audit report which concluded that the financial and 
performance reports do present fairly in all material aspects. 
As such it is recommended that Council gives its approval in principle to 
the 2013/2014 financial, standard and performance statements and that 
Council authorises audit committee delegates Councillors Darrell White 
and Michael Rossiter to certify these statements in their final form. 

 RECOMMENDATION 
1. That Council, in accordance with Section 131 (7) and 132 (6) of 

the Local Government Act 1989, gives its approval in principle 
to the 2013/2014 financial, standard and performance 
statements. 

2. That Council, in accordance with Section 131 (8) and 132 (7) of 
the Local Government Act 1989, authorises audit committee 
delegates Councillors Darrell White and Michael Rossiter to 
certify the financial, standard and performance statements on 
behalf of Council for the year ended 30 June 2014 in their final 
form.   
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DECLARATION OF INTEREST 
No officer declared an interest under the Local Government Act 1989 in 
the preparation of this report. 

 

STRATEGIC FRAMEWORK 
This report is consistent with Latrobe 2026: The Community Vision for 
Latrobe Valley and the Latrobe City Council Plan 2013-2017. 
 
Latrobe 2026: The Community Vision for Latrobe Valley 
 
Strategic Objectives – Governance 
 
In 2026, Latrobe Valley has a reputation for conscientious leadership and 
governance, strengthened by an informed and engaged community 
committed to enriching local decision making. 
 
Latrobe City Council Plan 2013 - 2017 
 
Theme and Objectives 
 
Theme 3: Efficient, effective and accountable governance 
 
Strategic Direction – Regularly report Council decisions and performance 
to the community 
 
Legislation – 
 
Local Government Act 1989 
Local Government (Financial and Reporting) Regulations 2004 
 
Policy – Audit Policy 11 POL-4 
The role of the Audit Committee is to assist Council in the discharge of its 
responsibilities for financial reporting, maintaining a reliable system of 
internal controls and fostering the organisation’s ethical development.  
 

 
BACKGROUND 
The Local Government Act 1989 requires Council to prepare an annual 
report that includes a report on its operations for the completed financial 
year. The annual report includes audited financial, standard and 
performance statements. The auditor must not sign the auditor’s report 
concerning the financial, standard and performance statements unless 
Council has completed the certification of the statements in the manner 
prescribed in the Local Government Act 1989 and the Local Government 
(Financial and Reporting) Regulations 2004. 

Page 5 



 
  SPECIAL COUNCIL MEETING AGENDA 

15 SEPTEMBER 2014 (SM446) 

LA
TR

O
B

E C
ITY C

O
U

N
C

IL 

The annual report, including the audited financial, standard and 
performance statements, must be lodged with the Minister within three 
months of the end of the financial year, which is by 30 September 2014. 
 

KEY POINTS/ISSUES 

Under the provisions of the Local Government Act 1989, a Council cannot 
submit its financial, standard and performance statements to the Auditor-
General or the Minister for Local Government (the Minister) unless a 
resolution has been passed by Council authorising two Councillors to 
certify the financial statements in their final form. 

Once the auditor’s report has been received by Council, public notice will 
be given in accordance with Section 131 (12) of the Local Government Act 
1989 and the auditor’s reports will be made available for inspection at all 
Council offices. 

Similarly, once the Annual Report has been submitted to the Minister, 
public notice will also be given advising that the Annual Report can be 
inspected at all Council offices. In accordance with Section 134 of the 
Local Government Act 1989 a meeting of Council will be held as soon as 
practicable, to consider the annual report, within the time required by the 
regulations, being one month after providing the annual report to the 
Minister. 

The table below sets out the process: 

Process Date 
Draft Audited Financial Statements presented to Audit 
Committee 

04/09/2014 

Council approval for two Councillors to certify the financial, 
standard and performance statements in their final form 

15/09/2014 

Certifications signed by the two nominated Councillors 15/09/2014 

Auditor General issues audit reports Upon receipt of 
signed certifications 

Public notice given that audit reports have been received Following receipt of 
audit reports 

Annual report, including financial, standard and 
performance reports sent to the Minister for Local 
Government 

By 30/09/2014 

Public notice given that the annual report is available for 
inspection and the date of the Council meeting that Council 
will consider the annual report 

Council meeting 
within one month of  
submitting the 
annual report to the 
Minister for Local 
Government 
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RISK IMPLICATIONS 
Risk has been considered as part of this report and it is considered to be 
consistent with the Risk Management framework.  

Non-compliance with legal requirements is identified as a risk. The 
recommendations in this report are necessary to comply with statutory 
requirements of the Local Government Act 1989 and the Local 
Government (Financial and Reporting) Regulations 2004. 

 
FINANCIAL AND RESOURCES IMPLICATIONS 
The subject reports are in respect of the Council’s financial position, 
performance and operations for the year ended 30 June 2014. There are 
no financial or resource implications. 

 

INTERNAL/EXTERNAL CONSULTATION 
Engagement Method Used: 
Councillors White and Rossiter were the Council nominated 
representatives in attendance at the Audit Committee meeting held on 4 
September 2014 where the Audit Committee reviewed and discussed the 
draft financial, standard and performance statements and provided their 
endorsement for Council approval in principle. 
Staff from Crowe Horwath Vic, who conducted the Latrobe City audit, 
attended the audit committee meeting on 4 September 2014. They tabled 
a closing audit report to the audit committee which concluded that the 
financial reports of Latrobe City Council do present fairly in all material 
aspects. 
 
Details of Community Consultation / Results of Engagement: 
Not applicable 
 

OPTIONS 
This process is a legislative requirement which Council is required to 
comply with. 
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CONCLUSION 

As Councillors White and Rossiter were Council’s nominated 
representatives in attendance at the Audit Committee meeting held on 4 
September 2014 where the 2013/2014 financial, standard and 
performance statements were reviewed in their final form, it is appropriate 
that they be nominated to certify the financial, standard and performance 
statements, on behalf of Council. 

The recommendations below are necessary to comply with statutory 
requirements of the Local Government Act 1989 and the Local 
Government (Financial and Reporting) Regulations 2004. 

SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS 
NIL 

 
 

Attachments 
1. 2013/2014 Draft Financial, Standard and Performance Statements 
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6.1 
AUTHORISATION OF COUNCILLORS FOR 
CERTIFICATION OF 2013/2014 FINANCIAL, 

STANDARD AND PERFORMANCE STATEMENTS 
1 2013/2014 Draft Financial, Standard and Performance 

Statements ..................................................................................... 11 
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7. MEETING CLOSED TO THE PUBLIC 

Section 89(2) of the Local Government Act 1989 enables the Council to 
close the meeting to the public if the meeting is discussing any of the 
following:   
(a) Personnel matters;  
(b) The personal hardship of any resident or ratepayer;  
(c) Industrial matters;  
(d) Contractual matters;  
(e) Proposed developments;  
(f) Legal advice;  
(g) Matters affecting the security of Council property;  
(h) Any other matter which the Council or Special Committee considers 

would prejudice the Council or any person;  
(i) A resolution to close the meeting to members of the public. 

RECOMMENDATION 
That the Special Meeting of Council closes this meeting to the public to 
consider the following items which are of a confidential nature, 
pursuant to section 89(2) of the Local Government Act (LGA) 1989 for 
the reasons indicated: 

7.1 LCC-216 PAVEMENT REHABILITATION OF FOURTH ROAD AT 
HAZELWOOD NORTH 
Agenda item 7.1 LCC-216 PAVEMENT REHABILITATION OF 
FOURTH ROAD AT HAZELWOOD NORTH is designated as 
confidential as it relates to contractual matters (s89 2d)  
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