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1. OPENING PRAYER 

2. ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF THE TRADITIONAL OWNERS OF THE 
LAND 

3. APOLOGIES AND LEAVE OF ABSENCE  

4.  DECLARATION OF CONFLICT OF INTEREST 

5.  ADOPTION OF MINUTES  

6.  PUBLIC QUESTION TIME 

6.1   Judicial Inquiry 
 
John Stratford asked the following question: 
 
Question 
 
Will Latrobe City Council be providing assistance for people who are 
unable to get themselves to the Judicial Enquiry? 
 
Answer 
 
The Judicial Inquiry are currently planning community meetings at various 
locations across Morwell and Latrobe City. Latrobe City Council had 
provided venues and had discussions regarding logistics. Our discussions 
would indicate that bus transport will be made available to those unable to 
get themselves to the inquiry.  
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6.2   Removal of toxic ash 
 
John Stratford asked the following question: 
 
Question 
 
Will Latrobe City Council be advocating on behalf of the residents to have 
the State government cover the cost of removing the toxic ash that has 
accumulated in the roof cavities of houses affected by the Morwell mine 
fire? 
 
Answer 
 
Yes; Any items currently outside the scope of the state clean-up package 
are being recorded by our staff at the Recovery Hotline and Information 
and Recovery Centre, so we can advocate for additional assistance on 
behalf of our impacted residents.  
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6.3 Explosive/ Fire risk 
 
David Hollis asked the following question: 
 
Question 
 
Is the ash from the open cut mine fire that landed in my ceiling space an 
explosive risk and a fire risk? 
 
Answer 
 
The MFB, CFA and/or EPA would be the agencies who need to respond to 
this question.  
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6.4 Hazlewood Power Station  
 
David Hollis asked the following question: 
 
Question 
 
What are the names and current positions of all of the people currently 
sitting on the Environment Review Committee for Hazlewood Power 
Station and Mine and where can I get the minutes of their meetings? 
 
Answer 
 
This is a question for the Hazlewood Power Committee.  
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6.5 Princess Highway By-Pass  
 
Chris Kaczkowski asked the following question: 
 
Question 
 
If it was good for the Princess Highway to bypass Moe and Morwell, than 
why is it bad for Traralgon? 
 
Answer 
 
This question is ultimately determined by VicRoads and the State 
Government.  
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6.6 Contractual Agreement  
 
Amy Soyka asked the following question: 
 
Question 
 
Where I can view the full details of the contractual agreement between the 
Latrobe City Council and the Hazelwood Power Partnership? I wish to 
know so I can view current & up-to-date details of the remediation works 
agreed upon, by both parties, for the future of the Morwell Open Cut Mine. 
 
Answer 
 
The Chief Executive Officer paraphrased the question and responded that 
the question will be taken on notice with the answers provided in writing 
and also included in the Minutes of this meeting (see below). 
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7. ITEMS HELD OVER FOR REPORT AND/OR CONSIDERATION  

 
Council 
Meeting 

Date 
Item Status Responsible 

Officer 

19/09/11 Traralgon Activity 
Centre Plan Key 
Directions Report 

That having considered all submissions 
received in respect to the Stage 2 Key 
Directions Report September 2011, Council 
resolves the following: 
1. To defer the endorsement of the 
 Stage 2 Key Directions Report 
 September 2011 until: 
 (a) Council has been presented  with 
the Traralgon Growth Area  Review 
 (b) Council has received  information 
on the results of the  Latrobe Valley 
Bus Review 
2. That Council writes to the State 
 Government asking them what their 
 commitment to Latrobe City in respect 
 to providing an efficient public 
 transport system and that the 
 response be tabled at a Council 
 Meeting. 
3. That Council proceeds with the 
 Parking Precinct Plan and investigate 
 integrated public parking solutions. 
4. That the Communication Strategy be 

amended to take into consideration that 
the November/December timelines are 
inappropriate to concerned stakeholders 
and that the revised Communication 
Strategy be presented to Council for 
approval. 

5. That in recognition of community concern 
regarding  car parking in Traralgon the 
Chief Executive Officer establish a 
Traralgon Parking Precinct Plan Working 
Party comprising key stakeholders and to 
be chaired by the Dunbar Ward 
Councillor.  Activities of the Traralgon 
Parking Precinct Plan Working Party to 
be informed by the Communication 
Strategy for the Traralgon Activity Centre 
Plan Stage 2 Final Reports (Attachment 
3).  

General Manager 
Planning and 
Governance 

5/12/11 Investigation into 
Mechanisms Restricting 
the sale of Hubert 
Osborne Park Traralgon 

That a draft policy be prepared relating to 
Hubert Osborne Park and be presented to 
Council for consideration. 

General Manager 
Planning and 
Governance 

19/12/11 Traralgon Greyhound 
Racing Club – 
Proposed Development 
and Request for 
Alterations to Lease 

That a further report be presented to 
Council following negotiations with the 
Latrobe Valley Racing Club, Robert Lont 
and the Traralgon Greyhound Club seeking 
Council approval to the new lease 
arrangements at Glenview Park. 

General Manager 
Planning and 
Governance  
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Council 
Meeting 

Date 
Item Status Responsible 

Officer 

3/12/12 Geotechnical 
Investigation and 
Detailed Design 
Remediation 
Treatments of Landslips 

1. That Council resolve that the 
geotechnical investigations and 
detailed design for the remediation 
treatment of landslips meets the 
requirements of Section 186 of the 
Local Government Act 1989 and 
that the contract must be entered 
into because of an emergency. 

2. That Council resolves to enter into a 
schedule of rates contract with GHD 
Pty Ltd for the geotechnical 
investigations and detailed design 
for the remediation treatment of 
landslips due to it being an 
emergency.  

3. That a report be presented to a 
future Council meeting at the 
completion of the geotechnical 
investigations and detailed design 
for the remediation treatment of 
landslips outlining the actual costs 
incurred.  

4. That Council authorise the Chief 
Executive Officer to advise those 
residents impacted by landslips of 
Council’s process and timelines for 
remediating landslips throughout 
the municipality.  

General Manager 
Recreation, and 

Community 
Infrastructure 

18/02/13 Affordable Housing 
Project – Our future our 
place 

1. That Council proceeds to publically 
call for Expressions of Interest as a 
mechanism to assess the viability 
and interest in developing an 
affordable housing project on land 
known as the Kingsford Reserve in 
Moe.  

2. That a further report be presented 
to Council for consideration on the 
outcome of the Expression of 
Interest process for the 
development of an affordable 
housing project on land known as 
the Kingsford Reserve in Moe.  

General Manager 
Recreation, and 

Community 
Infrastructure 

6/05/13 Latrobe City 
International Relations 
Advisory Committee - 
Amended Terms of 
Reference 

That the item be deferred pending further 
discussion by Councillors relating to the 
Terms of Reference. 

General Manager 
Economic 

Sustainability 

6/05/13 Latrobe City 
International Relations 
Advisory Committee - 
Motion Re: Monash 
University 
 

That the item be deferred until after the 
amended Terms of Reference for the 
Latrobe City International Relations 
Advisory Committee have been considered 
by Council. 

 

General Manager 
Economic 

Sustainability 
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Council 
Meeting 

Date 
Item Status Responsible 

Officer 

6/05/13 Former Moe Early 
Learning Centre 
 

1. That a community engagement 
process be undertaken to inform a 
potential Expression of Interest for 
funding from the State 
Government’s Putting Locals First 
Program to redevelop the former 
Moe Early Learning Centre as a 
centre for community organisations, 
addressing the stated funding 
criteria. 

2. That subject to the community 
engagement process identifying a 
community need meeting the 
funding criteria, that an Expression 
of Interest for funding from the State 
Governments Putting Locals First 
Program be prepared and 
submitted.  

3. That a further report be presented 
to Council for consideration 
outlining the draft design of the 
former Moe Early Learning Centre 
based on feedback received during 
the community engagement 
process.  

General Manager 
Community 
Liveability 

01/07/13 Traffic Investigation At 
Finlayson Crescent 
Traralgon 
 

1. That Council install temporary traffic 
calming devices in Finlayson 
Crescent, Traralgon for a period of 
six months. 

2. That a review of traffic flow during 
this six month period in Finlayson 
Crescent and adjoining cross 
streets be undertaken and reported 
back to Council. 

3. That a final determination be made 
by Council on review of these 
figures.  

4. That Council write to the head 
petitioner and all other residents 
who were invited to express their 
views informing them of Council’s 
decision.  

General Manager 
Recreation and 

Community 
Infrastructure 

16/09/13 2013/20 - Notice Of 
Motion - Adam View 
Court, Tanjil 
South 

That a report be provided to Council on 
options available for the mitigation of 
flooding at 25 Adam View Court, Tanjil 
South. 

General Manager 
Recreation and  

Community 
Infrastructure 

Page 12 



 
  ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

07 APRIL 2014 (CM433) 

LA
TR

O
B

E C
ITY C

O
U

N
C

IL 

Council 
Meeting 

Date 
Item Status Responsible 

Officer 

16/09/13 14.3 Hazelwood 
Pondage Waterway 
And Caravan Park 
Lease 

1. That Council authorise the Chief 
Executive Officer to commence negotiations 
with IPH GDF Suez for the lease of the 
caravan park, southern boat ramp and 
surrounds, northern boat ramp and 
surrounds and management of the 
waterway for recreational purposes, 
ensuring the following principals are 
addressed: 
•GDF SUEZ to retain full accountability for 
Blue Green Algae and water quality testing; 
•GDF SUEZ to remain fully accountable for 
the pondage integrity; 
•Fair and equitable termination clauses 
should the power station close earlier than 
2025; 
•Clarify risk, release and indemnity 
conditions; 
•Liquidated damages; 
•Clarify the end of lease conditions; 
•Clarify the early termination conditions   
2. That a further report be presented to 
Council following negotiations with IPH GDF 
SUEZ seeking Council approval of the new 
lease arrangements at Hazelwood 
Pondage. 
3. That Council write to the Minister for 
Regional & Rural Development and advise 
of Council’s resolution to commence 
negotiations with IPH GDF SUEZ . 

General Manager 
Recreation and 

Community 
Infrastructure 

6/11/13 Latrobe Regional 
Motorsport Complex 

1. That Council requests the members of 
the Latrobe Regional Motorsports Complex 
Advisory Committee to investigate potential 
sites for the motorsports complex and to 
advise Council of any sites identified so that 
further investigation can be undertaken by 
Council officers. 
2. That Council officers meet with Energy 
Australia to discuss other possible sites for 
a motorsports complex on their land. 
3. That a further report be presented to 
Council at such time that site options have 
been investigated. 

General Manager 
Recreation and 

Community 
Infrastructure 

18/11/13 2013/26 – Notice Of 
Motion Car Parking At 
Traralgon, Morwell And 
Moe Train Stations 

1. That the Mayor write to the appropriate 
authorities and request an update, which 
includes timelines, on when improved 
car parking will be provided at the 
Traralgon, Morwell and Moe train 
stations 

2. That the response be tabled at an 
Ordinary Council meeting  

 

General Manger 
Planning and 
Governance  
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Council 
Meeting 

Date 
Item Status Responsible 

Officer 

2/12/13 Presentation Of Petition 
For The Proposed 
Removal Of 15 
Corymbia Maculata 
Spotted Gum Street 
Trees Growing In 
Nature Strips In Fowler 
Street, Moe 

1. That Council lay the petition requesting 
the removal of gum trees in Fowler 
Street, Moe on the table. 

2. That Council initiate a consultation 
process with all residents of Fowler 
Street, Moe and the broader local 
community to determine public opinion in 
relation to the proposed removal of the 
gum trees.  

3. That a further report be presented to 
Council detailing the results of the 
community consultation. 

 

General Manager 
Recreation and 

Community 
Infrastructure 
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8. NOTICES OF MOTION 

8.1 2014/06 – NOTICE OF MOTION – RELEASE OF NATIONAL 
DISASTER FUND MONIES 

Cr Dale Harriman  
         

 
Attachments 

Nil 
 

That Council adopt a policy position to seek the release of National 
Disaster Fund monies to Local Government Authorities in order to 
facilitate the acquisition of homes impacted by landslips and to 
restore surrounding infrastructure including roads, fencing and 
drainage. 

That Council writes to the Australian and Victorian Governments 
requesting an amendment to the guidelines for the release of 
National Disaster Fund monies to Local Government Authorities in 
order to facilitate the acquisition of homes impacted by landslips 
and to restore surrounding infrastructure including roads, fencing 
and drainage. Furthermore, Council should articulate that there are 
significant gaps in the requirements of the National Disaster Fund 
that create an indeterminate financial liability for local government 
which is far beyond the capacity of the community to fund.  
 
That Council seeks support from the local government sector for 
its policy position to request an amendment to the guidelines for 
the release of National Disaster Fund monies to Local Government 
Authorities in order to facilitate the acquisition of homes impacted 
by landslips and to restore surrounding infrastructure including 
roads, fencing and drainage via motions to the Municipal 
Association of Victoria and the Australian Local Governance 
Association.  

   
 
Moved:  Cr Harriman 
Seconded: Cr Kam 
 
That the Motion be adopted. 
 
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
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9. ITEMS REFERRED BY THE COUNCIL TO THIS MEETING FOR 
CONSIDERATION 

9.1 DESIGN OF CHURCHILL TAXI RANK AND BUS SHELTER 
General Manager  Recreation and Community 

Infrastructure  
         

For Decision  

PURPOSE 
The purpose of this report is to provide designs of the Churchill town 
centre bus shelter and taxi rank to Council for approval, in line with the 
Council resolution of 16 December 2013 relating to the Design and 
Construct tender. 

DECLARATION OF INTEREST 
No officer declared an interest under the Local Government Act 1989 in 
the preparation of this report. 

STRATEGIC FRAMEWORK 
This report is consistent with Latrobe 2026: The Community Vision for 
Latrobe Valley and the Latrobe City Council Plan 2013-2017. 
 
Latrobe 2026: The Community Vision for Latrobe Valley 
Strategic Objectives - Governance 
In 2026, Latrobe Valley has a reputation for conscientious leadership and 
governance, strengthened by an informed and engaged community, 
committed to enriching local decision making. 
 
Latrobe City Council Plan 2013 - 2017 
 
Theme and Objectives 
 
Theme 2: Appropriate, affordable and sustainable facilities, services and 
recreation  
Objective: To provide facilities and services that are accessible and meet the 
needs of our diverse community  
Strategic Direction: Develop and maintain community infrastructure that 
meets the needs of our community. 
 
Strategy & Plans – 
Churchill Town Centre Plan, adopted 2007, and modified in 2010 
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BACKGROUND 
On 16 December 2013, Latrobe City Council resolved to accept the tender 
submitted by Adshel Street Furniture Pty Ltd for Invitation to Tender No: 
LCC-149 – Design and Construction of Churchill Taxi Rank and Bus 
Shelter. Council also resolved “That the final design is brought back to 
Council for approval prior to construction”.  

ISSUES 
Copies of the designs of the bus shelter and taxi rank are attached, for 
consideration by Latrobe City Council. 
The bus shelter is a standard design, with the specifications designed to 
comfortably fit the available space on its traffic island. The shelter is over 5 
metres in length and the roof is just over 3 metres wide. Weather 
protection is provided to the south-west to the rear of the shelter, while 
panels of 1.2 metres in length provide protection to the ends of the shelter. 
Two seats are each 1.8 metres long. 
The taxi rank shelter is custom designed for the site, with the curved 
section of the roof aligning with Georgina Place. The shelter includes a 
covered drive-through area with spaces for two taxis to the north, and 
louvres are located on the northern side to provide additional shade for 
parked taxis. Weather protection is provided to the west and east of the 
seating, with twin panels of a total of 2.4 metres each side - this covers 
virtually all of the available space on the western side, because the 
remainder is required for the drive-through area for taxis. There will be a 
single seat facing the taxis to the north on the western side; on the east, 
there will be back-to-back seating facing the taxis to the north and buses 
to the south.  
For both the taxi rank and bus shelter, it is proposed that the roofing be in 
corrugated Colorbond in Woodland Grey, matching the colour of the north 
facing wall of the West Place Shopping Centre. Silver posts and other 
features will be used, matching the colour of street light poles and other 
street furniture in Churchill. It is proposed to use hardwood slats and 
stainless steel frames for the seating, similar to those used in the outdoor 
pool at Moe. 
The feasibility of including historical or artistic panels featuring Churchill 
within the taxi rank is currently being investigated. 
 
Design Principles 
The attached “Design Principles for Taxi Rank and Bus Shelter” 
(Attachment 6) were drafted in 2013, aiming to provide a framework for the 
designers of the two shelters. They were based on the design philosophy 
outlined in the Churchill Town Centre Plan and the Churchill East West 
Link Master Plan, together with the VicRoads Guidelines for taxi ranks and 
bus stops.  
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Consultation 
The “Design Principles…” (Attachment 6) document was considered by 
the Churchill Town Centre Plan Implementation Consultation Group on 30 
September 2013, and copies were forwarded to Churchill Taxis and 
Latrobe Valley Buslines for comment. The final document was then 
included as part of the tender for the shelters. 
 
Further discussion on the proposed design took place at the Churchill 
Town Centre Plan Implementation Consultation Group meeting on 21 
March 2014, which led to a number of refinements to seating and weather 
protection. 
 
Funding 
The taxi rank is being funded by a grant from the Victorian Taxi Directorate 
from the 2012/13 Taxi Rank Safety Program. The grant for $93,000 (GST-
inclusive) covers the shelter and associated elements such as furniture, 
site preparation, lighting and signage. 
 
An extension of the completion date for the project has been granted, and 
is now 31 May 2014. Erection of the structure will take only a couple of 
days, but there is a lead time for manufacture of around six weeks. 
 
Advertising on the Structures 
There is no intention of including advertising on either the taxi shelter or 
the bus shelter. The external funding of the taxi rank ensured that the 
structures could be funded without any necessity for advertising revenue. 
The Churchill Town Centre Plan Implementation Consultation Group 
considered that there may be some opportunities to incorporate art works 
into the structures in the future (such as the possibility of art works 
attached to the weather protection). This could complement the Churchill 
Art and Culture Trail, but would only be considered in the future if it is 
feasible, consistent with policy, and funded. 

FINANCIAL, RISK AND RESOURCES IMPLICATIONS 
Risk has been considered as part of this report and it is considered to be 
consistent with the Risk Management Plan 2011-2014. 

INTERNAL/EXTERNAL CONSULTATION 
Engagement Method Used: 
The principles underlying the designs were considered by the Churchill 
Town Centre Plan Implementation Group, which is chaired by Cr White 
and includes representatives of the Churchill community. 
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Details of Community Consultation / Results of Engagement: 

The principles underlying the designs were supported by the Churchill 
Town Centre Plan Implementation Group. 

OPTIONS 
The options are: 

1. Approve the designs 
2. Do not approve the designs.  

 

CONCLUSION 
The designs are provided for consideration of Latrobe City Council, in line 
with the Council decision of 16 December 2013. 

 
Attachments 

1. Taxi Rank Perspective (a) 
2. Taxi Rank Perspective (b) 

3. Site Plan 
4. Taxi Rank Details 

5. Bus Shelter 
6. Design principles for the Taxi Rank/Bus Shelter 

  
 

RECOMMENDATION 
That the designs of the Churchill bus shelter and taxi rank be 
approved.  
 

 
 Moved:  Cr White 
Seconded: Cr Middlemiss 
 
That the Recommendation be adopted. 
 
 
For the Motion 
 
Councillor/s Gibbons, Rossiter, Harriman, White, Middlemiss, O’Callaghan, Sindt, 
Gibson 
 
Against the Motion 
 
Councillor Kam 
 
The Mayor confirmed that the Recommendation had been CARRIED  
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5 Bus Shelter ..................................................................................... 33 
6 Design principles for the Taxi Rank/Bus Shelter ........................ 39 
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ATTACHMENT 1 9.1 Design of Churchill Taxi Rank and Bus Shelter - Taxi Rank Perspective (a) 
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ATTACHMENT 2 9.1 Design of Churchill Taxi Rank and Bus Shelter - Taxi Rank Perspective (b) 
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ATTACHMENT 3 9.1 Design of Churchill Taxi Rank and Bus Shelter - Site Plan 
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ATTACHMENT 4 9.1 Design of Churchill Taxi Rank and Bus Shelter - Taxi Rank Details 
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ATTACHMENT 4 9.1 Design of Churchill Taxi Rank and Bus Shelter - Taxi Rank Details 
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ATTACHMENT 4 9.1 Design of Churchill Taxi Rank and Bus Shelter - Taxi Rank Details 
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ATTACHMENT 4 9.1 Design of Churchill Taxi Rank and Bus Shelter - Taxi Rank Details 
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ATTACHMENT 5 9.1 Design of Churchill Taxi Rank and Bus Shelter - Bus Shelter 
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ATTACHMENT 5 9.1 Design of Churchill Taxi Rank and Bus Shelter - Bus Shelter 
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ATTACHMENT 5 9.1 Design of Churchill Taxi Rank and Bus Shelter - Bus Shelter 
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ATTACHMENT 5 9.1 Design of Churchill Taxi Rank and Bus Shelter - Bus Shelter 
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ATTACHMENT 5 9.1 Design of Churchill Taxi Rank and Bus Shelter - Bus Shelter 
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ATTACHMENT 6 9.1 Design of Churchill Taxi Rank and Bus Shelter - Design principles for the Taxi Rank/Bus 
Shelter 
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ATTACHMENT 6 9.1 Design of Churchill Taxi Rank and Bus Shelter - Design principles for the Taxi Rank/Bus 
Shelter 
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ATTACHMENT 6 9.1 Design of Churchill Taxi Rank and Bus Shelter - Design principles for the Taxi Rank/Bus 
Shelter 
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10. CORRESPONDENCE 

10.1 MAV STATE COUNCIL MOTION - LONG SERVICE LEAVE - EAST 
GIPPSLAND SHIRE COUNCIL 

Chief Executive Officer  
         

For Decision  

PURPOSE 
The Municipal Association of Victoria (MAV) State Council Meeting will be 
held on Friday, 16 May 2014. Members may submit Motions for 
consideration by the State Council, in writing to the MAV. 

DECLARATION OF INTEREST 
No officer declared an interest under the Local Government Act 1989 in 
the preparation of this report. 

OFFICER COMMENTS 
Each year the MAV hold two State Council Meetings where member 
councils have the opportunity to submit motions for consideration. Motions 
and letters of support are required to be sent to the State Council by 
Friday, 18 April 2014.  
East Gippsland Shire have requested letters of support be submitted to 
them by close of business Tuesday, 8 April 2014 to enable timely 
submission to the MAV for inclusion in the State Council Meeting papers.  
 
The Motion Latrobe City Council has been asked to support is as follows: 
‘That the MAV writes to Local Government Victoria requesting the Local 
Government (Long Service Leave) Regulation 2012 be changed to 
stipulate the recognition by Local Government Councils of prior service 
with a Victorian Public Service Body or Special Body is conditional on 
agreement to transfer payment to cover the value of accrued liabilities.’ 

 
Attachments 

1. Correspondence 
2. Motion 

  

RECOMMENDATION 
That the Mayor writes to East Gippsland Shire Council providing 
support to the MAV State Council Motion: 

• That the MAV writes to Local Government Victoria requesting 
the Local Government (Long Service Leave) Regulation 2012 
be changed to stipulate the recognition by Local Government 
Councils of prior service with a Victorian Public Service Body 
or Special Body is conditional on agreement to transfer 
payment to cover the value of accrued liabilities.’ 
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Moved:  Cr Harriman 
Seconded: Cr Gibbons 
    
That the Recommendation be adopted. 
 
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
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10.1 
MAV State Council Motion - Long Service Leave - 

East Gippsland Shire Council 
1 Correspondence ............................................................................ 47 
2 Motion ............................................................................................. 49 
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ATTACHMENT 1 10.1 MAV State Council Motion - Long Service Leave - East Gippsland Shire Council - 
Correspondence 

 

 

Page 47 



ATTACHMENT 2 10.1 MAV State Council Motion - Long Service Leave - East Gippsland Shire Council - Motion 
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10.2 MAV STATE COUNCIL MOTION - 2014 VICTORIAN BUSHFIRES - 
EAST GIPPSLAND SHIRE COUNCIL 

Chief Executive Officer  
         

For Decision  

PURPOSE 
The Municipal Association of Victoria (MAV) State Council Meeting will be 
held on Friday, 16 May 2014. Members may submit Motions for 
Consideration by the State Council, in writing to the MAV. 

DECLARATION OF INTEREST 
No officer declared an interest under the Local Government Act 1989 in 
the preparation of this report. 

OFFICER COMMENTS 
Each year the MAV hold two State Council Meetings where member 
councils have the opportunity to submit motions for consideration. Motions 
and letters of support are required to be sent to the State Council by 
Friday, 18 April 2014.  
East Gippsland Shire have requested letters of support be provided to 
them by close of business Tuesday, 8 April 2014 to enable timely 
submission to the MAV for inclusion in the State Council Meeting papers.  
 
The Motion Latrobe City Council has been asked to support (as shown on 
attachment 1) is as follows: 
 
‘That the MAV: 

• Advocate for an appropriately constituted inquiry designed to capture 
the experience and learnings of State Government Agencies, Local 
Government, communities and other key stakeholders impacted by 
the 2014 Victorian Bushfires across the state; and 

• Facilitate the preparation of a Local Government focused debrief and 
submission to inform the inquiry with the purpose of ensuring that the 
experience of Local Government is appropriately represented in the 
context of proposed and transition changes to Emergency 
Management arrangements in Victoria and to allow investigation and 
analysis of a range of matters experienced as part of the 2014 
Victorian Bushfires across the state.’ 

 
 

Attachments 
1. Correspondence  

2. Motion 
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RECOMMENDATION 
That the Mayor writes to East Gippsland Shire Council providing 
support to the MAV State Council Motion: 

‘That the MAV: 

• Advocate for an appropriately constituted inquiry designed to 
capture the experience and learnings of State Government 
Agencies, Local Government, communities and other key 
stakeholders impacted by the 2014 Victorian Bushfires across 
the state; and 

• Facilitate the preparation of a Local Government focused 
debrief and submission to inform the inquiry with the purpose 
of ensuring that the experience of Local Government is 
appropriately represented in the context of proposed and 
transition changes to Emergency Management arrangements 
in Victoria and to allow investigation and analysis of a range 
of matters experienced as part of the 2014 Victorian Bushfires 
across the state.’ 

 
 

  
Moved:  Cr Harriman 
Seconded: Cr Middlemiss 
    
That the Recommendation be adopted. 
 
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
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10.2 
MAV State Council Motion - 2014 Victorian Bushfires 

- East Gippsland Shire Council 
1 Correspondence  ........................................................................... 53 
2 Motion ............................................................................................. 55 
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ATTACHMENT 1 10.2 MAV State Council Motion - 2014 Victorian Bushfires - East Gippsland Shire Council - 
Correspondence 
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ATTACHMENT 2 10.2 MAV State Council Motion - 2014 Victorian Bushfires - East Gippsland Shire Council - 
Motion 
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11. PRESENTATION OF PETITIONS

11.1 PETITION TO SEAL WILGA CRESCENT, TRARALGON
General Manager Planning and Governance 

For Decision

PURPOSE
The purpose of this report is to present Council with a petition requesting
Council seal Wilga Crescent, Traralgon immediately and that it not be part
of the Traralgon Growth Area Review.

DECLARATION OF INTEREST
No officer declared an interest under the Local Government Act 1989 in
the preparation of this report.

BACKGROUND
A petition was received on Friday 21 March 2014 which is provided as
Attachment 1.

CONCLUSION 
It is usual practice for petitions to lay on the table as per Clause 63 of 
Council’s Local Law No.1. 
It is recommended that the petition lay on the table until the 28 April 2014 
Ordinary Council Meeting. 

Attachments 
1. Petition to Seal Wilga Crescent, Traralgon

2. Map of Wilga Crescent

RECOMMENDATION 
1 That Council agrees to lay the petition requesting Council seal 

Wilga Crescent, Traralgon immediately and that it not be part of the 
Traralgon Growth Area Review, on the table until the Ordinary 
Council Meeting to be held on 28 April 2014. 

2 That the head petitioner be advised of Council’s decision in relation 
to the petition requesting Council seal Wilga Crescent, Traralgon 
immediately and that it not be part of the Traralgon Growth Area 
Review. 
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ALTERNATE MOTION 
1 That Council not lay the petition on the table and that this item 

be referred to the 2014/2015 capital budget process.  
2 That the head petitioner be advised accordingly.  

 
Moved:  Cr Kam 
Seconded: Cr O’Callaghan 
 
That the Motion be adopted. 
 
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
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16.2 
Petition to Seal Wilga Crescent, Traralgon  

1 Petition to Seal Wilga Crescent, Traralgon ................................. 61 
2 Map of Wilga Crescent .................................................................. 71 
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ATTACHMENT 1 16.2 Petition to Seal Wilga Crescent, Traralgon  - Petition to Seal Wilga Crescent, Traralgon 
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ATTACHMENT 1 16.2 Petition to Seal Wilga Crescent, Traralgon  - Petition to Seal Wilga Crescent, Traralgon 
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ATTACHMENT 1 16.2 Petition to Seal Wilga Crescent, Traralgon  - Petition to Seal Wilga Crescent, Traralgon 
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ATTACHMENT 1 16.2 Petition to Seal Wilga Crescent, Traralgon  - Petition to Seal Wilga Crescent, Traralgon 
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ATTACHMENT 1 16.2 Petition to Seal Wilga Crescent, Traralgon  - Petition to Seal Wilga Crescent, Traralgon 
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ATTACHMENT 1 16.2 Petition to Seal Wilga Crescent, Traralgon  - Petition to Seal Wilga Crescent, Traralgon 
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ATTACHMENT 
2 

16.2 Petition to Seal Wilga Crescent, Traralgon  - Map of Wilga Crescent 
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CHIEF EXECUTIVE 
OFFICER
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12. CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

12.1 COUNCIL MEETING SCHEDULE 
Chief Executive Officer  
         

For Decision  

PURPOSE 
The purpose of this report is to provide a review of the Council meeting 
cycle that will allow Council greater opportunity to focus on key strategic 
issues that are critical to the success and progress of Latrobe City. 

DECLARATION OF INTEREST 
No officer declared an interest under the Local Government Act 1989 in 
the preparation of this report. 

STRATEGIC FRAMEWORK 
This report is consistent with Latrobe 2026: The Community Vision for 
Latrobe Valley and the Latrobe City Council Plan 2013-2017. 
 
Latrobe 2026: The Community Vision for Latrobe Valley 
Strategic Objectives - Governance 

In 2026, Latrobe Valley has a reputation for conscientious leadership and 
governance, strengthened by an informed and engaged community, 
committed to enriching local decision making. 
 
Latrobe City Council Plan 2013 - 2017 
 
Theme and Objectives 
Theme 3: Efficient, effective and accountable governance 
 
Strategic Direction – 

To achieve the highest standards of financial probity and meet all statutory 
obligations. 
Work in partnership with all levels of government to ensure Latrobe City is 
well supported, resourced and recognised as one of Victoria’s four major 
cities. 

 
Local Government Act 1989 
Part 5 – Local Laws. 

In accordance with Latrobe City Council Local Law No. 1 - Meeting 
Procedure, adopted 3 March 2014, Council is empowered with the 
following: 
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Division 1 - Notices Of Meetings And Delivery Of Agendas 
12. Dates and Times of Meetings 
Council must from time to time fix the date, time and place of 
all Ordinary meetings. 

13. Council may alter Ordinary and Special Meeting 
dates 

Council may change the date, time and place of any Ordinary 
or Special Meeting which has been fixed and must provide 
reasonable notice of the change to the public. 

BACKGROUND 
A key theme of the Latrobe City Council Plan 2013-2017 is for efficient, 
effective and accountable governance.   
 
Consistent with this theme Council officers have undertaken a review of its 
Council Meeting structures in consultation with Councillors. This report 
presents the finding of that review for Council’s consideration.  

ISSUES 
A review of the fortnightly meeting cycle presents an opportunity for 
Council to consider the following matters: 
1. Focus on some of the larger strategic issues that face Latrobe City.  

Examples include: 

• The future of Latrobe City from a spatial land use planning 
perspective (e.g. projects such as TGAR, Housing Strategy, Planning 
Scheme Review etc.). 

• Critical statutory functions for Council including preparation of the 
Council Plan, annual budgets etc. 

• Strategic discussion regarding the advocacy role for Council with 
Federal and State Government (e.g. Low Carbon Future, Agriculture 
White Paper, Port of Hastings etc.); and key stakeholders (e.g. 
GLGN, Regional Cities Victoria etc.) 

• Space to manage and develop relationships with key employment 
stakeholders (e.g. timber industry). 

• Strategic approach to key issues facing the municipality such as 
redundant infrastructure and rehabilitation of mines. 

• Strategic approach to natural disaster relief and recovery and 
potential implications for the community and costs for Council (e.g. 
Mine fire recovery, land slip at Summerfield Track etc.). 

2. The opportunity for the role of CEO and General Managers to focus on 
execution of duties to implement efficient and effective service delivery 
for the community.  
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In order to consider such opportunities research has been conducted into 
five different municipalities yearly meeting schedules as outlined in 
Attachment 1 of this report. The following Council’s were reviewed: 

• City of Greater Bendigo 

• City of Greater Geelong 

• City of Ballarat 

• South Gippsland Shire Council, and 

• Baw Baw Shire Council 
Attachment 2 of this report proposes a similar Council Meeting Process for 
Latrobe City Council, as modelled from South Gippsland Shire Council.  
Four different options are discussed here for Councillors to discuss and 
consider: 

• Option 1 -  proposes a 3-weekly cycle with I&D sessions being held 
on the first Monday of the cycle, Public Presentations (PP) being held on 
the second Monday, and finally Council meetings being held on the third 
Monday. This option plans to issue the final Ordinary Council Meeting 
Agenda to Councillors and the community on the Thursday prior to the 
Council Meeting. This will ensure that Council has the most, up to the 
minute information included in Council reports allowing decisions to be 
made at the speed of business.  

 
• Option 2 – Similar to option 1, option 2 works on a 3-weekly cycle, 
however Councillors and the public would receive the final Ordinary 
Council Meeting Agenda 10 days prior to the Council Meeting. This would 
allow the public ample to read and review the agenda prior to any 
decisions being made.  

 
• Option 3 – proposes a 4-weekly cycle with I&D sessions being held 
on the first Monday of the cycle, Public Presentations on the second 
Monday and Ordinary Council Meetings on the third Monday, with 
Councillors and the community receiving the final Ordinary Council 
Meeting Agenda Thursday prior to the Council Meeting. 
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• Option 4 – Similar to option 3, option 4 also works on a 4-weekly 
cycle, the only difference being that Councillors and the public would 
receive the final Ordinary Council Meeting Agenda 10 days prior to the 
Council Meeting.  

 
The opportunity exists for Councillors to consider the purpose/structure of 
I&D Sessions, Public Presentation days, Council Meetings and Agendas 
as part of this review. This could include (but is not limited to): 
Issues and Discussion: 
• Space to allow Councillors to focus on the key strategic issues that 

are critical to the ongoing success and progress of Latrobe City.  

• Not including a draft CM agenda for review – any questions would 
need to be provided to the CEO or General Manager of the report 
separately.  

• A focus on monthly Financial/Performance report 

• General Councillor issues and discussions 
 
Public Presentation Days:  
• Public Presentation days whereby members of the public are given 

the opportunity to address Council and make a presentation on a 
topic that is relevant to Council (see Attachment 3 for South 
Gippsland Shire’s Public Presentation procedure)  

• A set criteria to determine what the public are permitted to present to 
Council 

 
Ordinary Council Meetings: 
• The inclusion of attachments to reports in hard copy agendas (make 

attachments available on the LCC Website) 

• A more publically inclusive process that is linked to the public 
presentation days 

• The inclusion of an Executive Summary at the beginning of all officer 
reports, based on the following principles: 
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  The fourth Monday 
In the event that Council choose to operate on a 4-Weekly basis, Council 
is given the option of having a ‘free night/week’ every fourth Monday, or 
taking the opportunity of the spare time to allow space for working on 
strategic issues, i.e. budget, Council plan, job creation, government 
relationships etc. This focus on the strategic issues that are critical to the 
Council is at times lost under the current regime.  
Urgent business 
It is acknowledged that a revised meeting cycle could result in significant 
time between Council meetings.  It is important for Councillors to consider 
the implications for this in terms of being able to action urgent business.  
In particular this relates to the ability for expeditious assessment of 
statutory functions associated with the assessment of planning 
applications.   
It is noted that the opportunity exists for matters to be brought to Council 
for consideration as part of a special Council meeting if required.  This 
could occur on the ‘fourth Monday’ without disruption to the efficient 
delivery of services. 
Administrative Efficiency Gains:  
In the event that Council chose to operate on a four weekly cycle there 
would be significant administrative efficiency gains in the Council 
Operations team. There would be a reduction in the significant volume of 
agenda papers that are currently produced that may lead to a reduction in 
staff requirements.  
Council officers are also anticipating that there would be a significant 
reduction in the volumes of paper and officer time spent on Council 
papers.  

FINANCIAL, RISK AND RESOURCES IMPLICATIONS 
Risk has been considered as part of this report and it is considered to be 
consistent with the Risk Management Plan 2011-2014. No significant risks 
have been identified.  

INTERNAL/EXTERNAL CONSULTATION 
Engagement Method Used: 
Community consultation on this matter has not been undertaken. 

OPTIONS 
Council has the following options: 
 
1. Retain the current Latrobe City Council Ordinary Meeting Schedule, 

or  
2. Adopt one of the 4 proposed options in this report, or 
3. Propose an amended Council Meeting Schedule.  
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CONCLUSION 
The proposed Council Meeting Schedule provided in this report presents 
an opportunity for Councillors to review Latrobe City Council’s current 
Council Meeting process and look at potentially revising it through the 
implementation of the suggested options.  
Both the three and four week cycles, as proposed, allow Council to focus 
on the key strategic issues that are critical to the ongoing success and 
progress of the City of Latrobe. It is suggested that the four week cycle 
may provide Council with the best opportunity to do this.  

Attachments 
1. Council Meeting Benchmarking 

2. LCC Revised Council Meeting Schedule 
3. Public Presentations - South Guppsland Shire 

  

RECOMMENDATION 
That Council: 

1. Adopt a 4-weekly Ordinary Council Meeting cycle whereby 
the Ordinary Council Meeting Agenda is made available 10 
prior to the meeting date. 

2. That the meeting cycle process be reviewed and a report be 
brought back to Council in November 2014.   

 
  

ALTERNATE MOTION 
That Council: 

1. Adopt a 3-weekly Ordinary Council Meeting cycle whereby 
the Ordinary Council Meeting Agenda is made available 10 
days prior to the meeting date. The ordinary Council 
meetings will commence at 6.00 PM and that this be trialled 
for a six month period.  

2. That the meeting cycle process be reviewed and a report be 
brought back to Council in November 2014.  

 
Moved:  Cr Harriman 
Seconded: Cr Kam 
 
That the Recommendation be adopted. 
For the Motion 
Councillor/s Rossiter, Gibbons, Gibson, Kam, Harriman 
Against the Motion 
Councillor/s Middlemiss, Sindt, O’Callaghan, White 
The Mayor confirmed that the Recommendation had been CARRIED 
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12.1 
Council Meeting Schedule 

1 Council Meeting Benchmarking ................................................... 81 
2 LCC Revised Council Meeting Schedule ..................................... 85 
3 Public Presentations - South Gippsland Shire ............................ 89 
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ATTACHMENT 1 12.1 Council Meeting Schedule - Council Meeting Benchmarking 
 

 

 Council Meetings Agenda Information Attachments (Y/N) Planning Permits Public Question Time  

City Of Greater 
Bendigo 

Start Time: 6:00PM 
 
Meetings occur 
every 3 weeks 

 

• Sample of Agenda: T:\Other 
Council's Agendas\Bendigo 
Agenda 22 Jan 2014.pdf 

• All councillors receive the final 
agenda electronically and 
view them on their iPad’s 
during the meeting (brought 
in at the last election) 

• Executive Summary included 
at the beginning of every 
report 

• No hard copy attachments in 
agenda 

• All councillors receive 
attachments to reports 
electronically 

• All attachments are made 
available to the public via the 
council website 

 • Council allots a maximum 
for 30 minutes for public 
to address council 

• Public are encouraged to 
register their questions 
with the council ops team 
prior to the meeting to 
allow for a full response 
from the Mayor or CEO. 

City Of Greater 
Geelong 
 
 
 
 

Start Time: 7:00PM 
 
Meetings occur 
twice a month on a 
Tuesday 

• Sample of Agenda: T:\Other 
Council's Agendas\Geelong 
Agenda 11 February 2014.pdf 

• Executive Summary included 
at the beginning of every 
report 

 

• Attachments are not included 
in hard copy agendas – 
available online or upon 
request 

 

 • Maximum of 20 minutes 
• 3 minutes per speaker 
• All questions to be lodged 

prior to the meeting in 
order for a response to 
be prepared (otherwise 
taken ‘on notice’) 

City Of Ballarat Start Time: 7:00 PM 
• Council meetings are 

held on the 2nd and 
4th Wednesday of 
each month 

• An ‘Assembly of 
Councillors’ meeting 
is held weekly to 
discuss items in the 
agenda 

• Sample of Agenda: T:\Other 
Council's Agendas\Ballarat 
Agenda 12 Feb 2014.pdf 

• Executive Summary included 
at the beginning of every 
report 

• All agendas are provided to 
councillors electronically – no 
hard copies are issued  

• Attachments are made 
available online, they are not 
included in the hard copy 
agendas (if a hard copy 
agenda is issued) 

• Attachments to NOM’s are 
permitted, providing they are 
submitted with sufficient 
notice 

• Strategic planning reports go 
to council, 

• Statutory planning reports do 
not. There is a planning 
committee that makes 
decisions on statutory 
planning reports 

 

• Allow 30 minutes for 
public to address council 

• Members of the public 
are permitted to ask 2 
questions 
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South 
Gippsland Shire 
Council 

Start Time: 2:00 PM 
 
At Council Meeting 
held on 18 
December 2013, 
Council resolved to 
hold monthly Council 
Meetings 

• Sample of Agenda: T:\Other 
Council's Agendas\South 
Gippsland Agenda 18 Dec 
2013.pdf 

• T:\Other Council's 
Agendas\South Gippy Council 
- Agenda info.docx 

• Executive Summary included 
at the beginning of every 
report  

• Councillors receive hard 
copies of agendas  

• Attachments are made 
available online, they are not 
included in the hard copy 
agendas (if a hard copy 
agenda is issued) 

• Attachments to NOM’s are 
permitted, providing they are 
submitted with sufficient 
notice 

• Planning permits only go to 
council if they receive 3 or 
more objections 

• Public Presentation 
sessions are also held on 
the morning of the 
Council Meeting Day. This 
session is conducted on 
the 4th Wednesday of 
each month at 10am. The 
speaking time set aside is 
usually 5 minutes 

• Public questions to 
Council are asked at the 
end of the Council 
Meeting.  

Baw Baw Shire 
Council 

Start Time: 5:30 PM 
 
Council Meetings 
occur twice a month 
on a Wednesday 

• Council close the 
meeting to The 
Public from 5:00PM 
– 5:30 PM 
 

• Sample of Agenda: T:\Other 
Council's Agendas\Baw Baw 
Agenda 12 feb 2014.pdf 

• Baw Baw only have 1 agenda 
which comprises all matters 
to be discussed in I&D and 
Council Meetings 

• Agenda is only reviewed once 
before going to council 

• Agendas are provided to 
councillors electronically, 
councillors then print out 
their own agendas if they 
desire 

•  ‘Recommendation’ section is 
placed at the beginning of 
reports 

• ‘Triple Bottom Line’ 
implications section is included 
in each report 

• Attachments are made 
available online, they are not 
included in the hard copy 
agendas (if a hard copy 
agenda is issued) 

• Attachments to NOM’s are 
permitted, providing they are 
submitted with sufficient 
notice 

• If a planning application 
receives 5 or more objections, 
it then goes to Council for 
decision.  

• Baw Baw allows its planning 
officers to make decisions on 
their report. If a planning 
officer decides to refuse an 
application, the applicant is 
notified and given 1 week to 
consult with their councillor. 
The councillor then has the 
choice whether to bring it to 
Council for a decision, or not. 

 

• Council will provide the 
opportunity for 
Community briefings to 
occur with Councillors. A 
community briefing is a 
forum to allow 
presentation or 
discussion on strategic 
topics or key projects, 
and will be open to the 
community 

• Members must register a 
form prior to council 
meeting. No unregistered 
community member will 
be allowed to speak. 

• Community members are 
allowed to speak for 3 
minutes 
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ATTACHMENT 2 12.1 Council Meeting Schedule - LCC Revised Council Meeting Schedule 
 

 

Page 85 



ATTACHMENT 2 12.1 Council Meeting Schedule - LCC Revised Council Meeting Schedule 
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ATTACHMENT 2 12.1 Council Meeting Schedule - LCC Revised Council Meeting Schedule 
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ATTACHMENT 2 12.1 Council Meeting Schedule - LCC Revised Council Meeting Schedule 
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ATTACHMENT 3 12.1 Council Meeting Schedule - Public Presentations - South Gippsland Shire 
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ATTACHMENT 3 12.1 Council Meeting Schedule - Public Presentations - South Gippsland Shire 
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13. ECONOMIC SUSTAINABILITY 

Nil reports 
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14. RECREATION AND COMMUNITY INFRASTRUCTURE 

14.1 PROPOSAL TO INTRODUCE INTERIM CHANGES TO THE 
LATROBE CITY DESIGN GUIDELINES WITH RESPECT TO 
STREET WIDTHS IN NEW RESIDENTIAL DEVELOPMENTS 

General Manager  Recreation and Community 
Infrastructure  

         

For Decision  

PURPOSE 
The purpose of this report is to propose interim changes to the Latrobe 
City Design Guidelines with respect to the width of streets in new 
residential developments. 

DECLARATION OF INTEREST 
No officer declared an interest under the Local Government Act 1989 in 
the preparation of this report. 

STRATEGIC FRAMEWORK 
This report is consistent with Latrobe 2026: The Community Vision for 
Latrobe Valley and the Latrobe City Council Plan 2013-2017. 
 
Latrobe 2026: The Community Vision for Latrobe Valley 
Strategic Objectives – Latrobe Valley benefits from a well planned built 
environment that is complementary to it’s surroundings and which 
provides for a connected and inclusive community. 
 
Latrobe City Council Plan 2013 - 2017 
 
Theme and Objectives 
Theme 5: Planning for the future 
 
Strategic Direction – Review our policy and guidelines for new residential 
development in particular lot density, unit development, road widths and 
emergency vehicle access. 
 
Strategy & Plans –  
 
Latrobe Planning Scheme. 
 
Latrobe City Design Guidelines – For Subdivisional Developments, Urban 
and Rural road and Drainage Construction, and Traffic Management 
Projects. 
 
Legislation –  
Local Government Act 1989 
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BACKGROUND 
Latrobe City Council has received a number of complaints from community 
members and emergency services regarding narrow road widths in new 
residential developments.  The Yinnar community in particular has raised 
concerns about the street widths and safety in the Yinnar - Clearwater 
development.  Correspondence from the Yinnar & District Community 
Association and the Yinnar Fire Brigade is included as Attachment 1 and 
Attachment 2 to this report. 
The current Latrobe City Design Guidelines stipulate that an Access Place 
and an Access Street both have a carriageway width of 5.5 metres.  These 
street widths were originally sourced from the Latrobe Planning Scheme.  
It is the road widths of these categories of street that have created 
community concern. 
It is worth reflecting on street design objectives: 
The following relevant objectives and guidance material was taken from 
the Street Design Guidelines for Landcom projects. 
1) Ease of Use: 
Streets should be easy to use for all users.  Create neighbourhoods where 
people have opportunities for walking and cycling, and this requires 
conscious design for pedestrians and cyclists as well as for cars. 

• Design local streets to reduce traffic speeds so that 
pedestrians, cyclists and vehicles can mix safely. 

• Ensure appropriate visitor parking space is provided. 
2) Functionality and Clarity: 
Streets should be sufficiently wide to accommodate their functions and the 
design must make clear the intended behaviour of the various users. This 
includes where and at what speeds drivers should travel, where vehicles 
should be parked, where cyclists should ride, and where pedestrians 
should walk and cross.  

• Provide sufficiently wide carriageway to allow vehicles to pass 
safely. 

• Streets that are too narrow to function effectively reduce 
neighbourhood amenity and marketability. 

3) Safety and Vehicle Speed: 
Streets need to be safe for all users. The level of passive surveillance, 
traffic speed and parking behaviour affects the perceived safety of 
pedestrians. Narrow streets may reduce traffic speeds but they do not 
always achieve other design objectives.  Wider streets provide a more 
generous public domain and can be designed so they do not become 
speedways. 

• Minor local streets should be narrow to reduce traffic speed 
when lot frontages are wide (at least 15m).  In this context 
narrow is defined as 7.6m, (Street Design Guidelines : 
Landcom NSW Government’s property developer).  The 
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Infrastructure Design Manual prescribes a street width of 6.0 m 
for a similar category street but footnotes that the CFA may 
require a width of 7.3 m as per the CFA requirements. 

These design objectives promote liveability and amenity in residential 
streets. 
During 2014/15 Latrobe City Council will undertake a review of its design 
guidelines with a view of moving to the Infrastructure Design Manual.  A 
group of 22 regional councils including three Gippsland councils (South 
Gippsland Shire Council, Wellington Shire Council and Baw Baw Shire) 
have collaboratively developed the Infrastructure Design Manual  that sets 
out design guidelines.  The objectives of the Infrastructure Design Manual 
are: 

• To clearly document Council’s requirements for the design and 
development of infrastructure that is or will become Council’s 
infrastructure. 

• To standardise development submissions as much as possible and 
thus expedite Council’s engineering approvals. 

• To ensure that minimum design criteria are met in regard to the 
design and construction of infrastructure within the municipality 
regardless of whether it is constructed by Council or a developer. 

• To recognise and deal with various issues currently impacting on the 
land development industry, in particular sustainability, integrated 
water cycle management, timeliness and affordability. 

This report recommends that as an interim measure, a number of changes 
are made to the current Latrobe City Design Guidelines to increase the 
minimum road width to 7.3 metres. This change is in line with the 
Infrastructure Design Manual and will address the community concerns. 
The CFA street width requirement is represented as follows: 

 
Figure 3 - CFA Requirements for Water Supplies and Access for Subdivisions in Residential 1 & 2 

and Township zone October 2006 
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To practically implement the CFA requirements Access Places and Access 
Streets need to be a minimum of 7.3 metre wide.  There are other 
alternatives that require parking on one side only on 5.5 metre wide 
streets or hard standing for parking on the nature strips, both options are 
difficult to implement and would negatively impact local amenity.  Marked 
up changes to the relevant section of the Latrobe City Design Guidelines 
is included as Attachment 3. 

ISSUES 
The CFA requirements are clear and have been in force since October 
2006.  Latrobe City experience is that the CFA referral process does not 
consistently reject the approval of 5.5 metre street widths.  This does not 
change the validity of the CFA guidelines.  The experience is that 5.5 
metre wide residential streets with parking on both sides present a 
significant impediment to the access of standard fire trucks. 
The implementation of 7.3 metre road widths will not require an increase in 
the total road reserve width and as such will not adversely impact the lot 
yield for developers when compared to 5.5 metre road widths.  The 
majority of developers already implement roads wider than 5.5 metres as 
the narrow roads can impact negatively on lot sales. The proposed 
changes will ensure a consistent approach is implemented by all 
developers and will address the concerns of the CFA.  The long term 
impact to Latrobe City maintenance costs of the additional 1.8m of road 
width is minimal. 
This interim change in design requirements should be implemented 
effective immediately to prevent the development of narrow residential 
streets.  It would not be equitable to retrospectively apply this guideline so 
any permits applications prior to adoption of the change would be exempt 
from meeting the new guidelines. 

FINANCIAL, RISK AND RESOURCES IMPLICATIONS 
Risk has been considered as part of this report and it is considered to be 
consistent with the Risk Management Plan 2011-2014. 
INTERNAL/EXTERNAL CONSULTATION 
Engagement Method Used: 
N/A 
Details of Community Consultation / Results of Engagement: 

No community engagement has been undertaken with respect to this 
change. 
A process of communication will be required with the land development 
industry to inform them of the proposed interim changes to the Latrobe 
City Design Guidelines. 
A broader process of stakeholder engagement will be undertaken during 
the 2014/15 Latrobe review of design guidelines with a view of moving to 
the Infrastructure Design Manual.  A report commissioned by regional 
Councils presented an internal and external stakeholder consultation plan 
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as part of a Guide for adoption of the Infrastructure Design Manual which 
will be considered to guide Latrobe City Council stakeholder consultation 
process. 
OPTIONS 
1) To amend the current Latrobe City Design Guidelines to increase the 

minimum width of Access Places and Access Street to 7.3 metres to 
ensure clear access for emergency vehicles as an interim measure 
while a more thorough review of the Design Guidelines takes place. 

2) Make no changes to the Design Guidelines. 
 

CONCLUSION 
 
The most practical option to meet the CFA requirements relating to 
minimum road widths would be to prescribe a minimum carriageway width 
for Access Places and Access Streets of 7.3 metres. 
These changes are in line with Theme 5: of the Council Plan 
Planning for the future 
Strategic Direction – Review our policy and guidelines for new residential 
development in particular lot density, unit development, road widths and 
emergency vehicle access. 

Consideration of implementing the Infrastructure Design Manual requires 
comprehensive consideration of the entire Infrastructure Design Manual 
document which would require some time to adequately consider the 
implications. 
Alignment of the Latrobe City Design Guidelines to the street widths 
prescribed in the Infrastructure Design Manual and the CFA requirements 
would be a worthwhile intermediate step for the period towards the 
possible adoption of the Infrastructure Design Manual. This approach will 
alleviate immediate concerns of the CFA and members of the community  

 
Attachments 

1. Attachment 1- YDCA Letter 4 Nov 2011 
2. Attachment 2 - Yinnar Fire Brigade Letter 24 April 2012 

3. Attachment3 - Mark up of Design Guidelines Sectiopn 4.2 
4. Attachment 4 - Appendix 1 IDM Adoption Guide 

 

RECOMMENDATION 
That Council Resolve to: 
1 To amend the Design Guidelines such that the minimum 

carriageway width for Access Places and Access Streets in new 
residential developments is 7.3 metres, effective immediately. 

2 That the local land development industry be advised of Council’s 
decision in relation the amendment of the Latrobe City Design 
Guidelines. 
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Moved:  Cr Kam 
Seconded: Cr White 
    
That the Recommendation be adopted. 
 
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 
 

 

Suspension Of Standing Orders 

Moved:              Cr Kam 
Seconded:        Cr Middlemiss 
 
That Standing Orders be suspended to allow members of the gallery to address 
Council in support of their submissions. 
 
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 
Standing Orders were suspended at 6.38 PM. 
 
Mr Dominic van der Scheuren addressed Council in relation to item 14.2 - Proposed  
Removal Of Trees In The Council Drainage Reserve At 55 Haunted Hills Road 
Newborough.  
 

Page 99 



 
  ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

07 APRIL 2014 (CM433) 

LA
TR

O
B

E C
ITY C

O
U

N
C

IL 

14.1 
Proposal to introduce interim changes to the 

Latrobe City Design Guidelines with respect to 
Street Widths in New Residential Developments 
1 Attachment 1- YDCA Letter 4 Nov 2011 ..................................... 101 
2 Attachment 2 - Yinnar Fire Brigade Letter 24 April 2012 .......... 103 
3 Attachment3 - Mark up of Design Guidelines Sectiopn 

4.2 .................................................................................................. 105 
4 Attachment 4 - Appendix 1 IDM Adoption Guide ...................... 107 
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ATTACHMENT 1 14.1 Proposal to introduce interim changes to the Latrobe City Design Guidelines with respect 
to Street Widths in New Residential Developments - Attachment 1- YDCA Letter 4 Nov 2011 
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ATTACHMENT 2 14.1 Proposal to introduce interim changes to the Latrobe City Design Guidelines with respect 
to Street Widths in New Residential Developments - Attachment 2 - Yinnar Fire Brigade Letter 

24 April 2012 
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ATTACHMENT 2 14.1 Proposal to introduce interim changes to the Latrobe City Design Guidelines with respect 
to Street Widths in New Residential Developments - Attachment 2 - Yinnar Fire Brigade Letter 

24 April 2012 
 

 

Page 104 



ATTACHMENT 
3 

14.1 Proposal to introduce interim changes to the Latrobe City Design Guidelines 
with respect to Street Widths in New Residential Developments - Attachment3 - 

Mark up of Design Guidelines Sectiopn 4.2 
 

ATTACHMENT XXX 
 
Extract Section 4.2 Latrobe City Design Guidelines 
(For subdivisional developments, urban and rural road and drainage 
construction, and traffic management projects) 
 
4.2 ROAD WIDTHS & PARKING 
The design features of each type of street, the width of road reserve and 
road pavement, nature-strips, kerbing and landscaping should convey the 
road’s function, encourage appropriate driver behaviour and discourage 
speeding.  Table 4.2 shows the recommended street widths and parking 
provisions for the various classes of urban road. 

Table 4.2 Street widths and parking 
 

Street Type 
 

Carriageway 
width 1 

Parking provision 
within street 

reserve 

 

Min. verge width 
(includes footpath) 

 

Minimum Road 
Reserve Width 

Access Lane 
(second road frontage) 

5.5 m 
See note 6 

Yes (one side) 
Appropriately signed 

None 

As determined 
 by turning 

movements. 

3m to 8m None  

Access Place 

7.3 m Yes (both sides) 3.5 m each side 

16.0 m 
3.5m 

 
 
 

5.0 m 

1 hard standing 
verge space per 2 
lots with scope for 

more 
On carriageway 

Total width 7m. 
For services 3.5m 

one side, 2.5m other. 

Access Street 
(Minor) 

7.3 m Yes (both sides) 
 

4.0 m min each side 16.0 m 
5.0 m  On carriageway 

Access Street 
(Major) 

7.3 m 3 Yes (both sides) 
 

4.5 m min each side 18.0 m 
5m or 7m  2,3 On carriageway 

Collector Road 

11.0 m Yes (both sides) 6.0 m min each side 24.0 m 

6m 
 

or 
 

7m 
 

Indented to leave 6m 
clear carriageway 

 
 
 

On carriageway 

4.5m min each side 
with adequate road 

reserve width for 
widening for future 

bus route if required. 

20 
 

1. Carriageway width is measured from kerb invert to invert.  Width is to be increased by 0.5 m if a 
barrier kerb is used. 

2. If parking is required along both sides adopt 7 m width. 
3. Roads to be narrowed to 5.0 metres at intersections 
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14.1 Proposal to introduce interim changes to the Latrobe City Design Guidelines 
with respect to Street Widths in New Residential Developments - Attachment3 - 

Mark up of Design Guidelines Sectiopn 4.2 
 

Note 1 Higher traffic volumes and intended use/s of carriageway may require greater Carriageway 
widths. 

Note 2 The developers must ensure that verge widths are sufficient to accommodate services that are 
required to be located. 

Note 4 Verge widths may be reduced to 3 m in the following situations: 
 Court bowls less than 100 m in length. 
 Where access gates are set back from the property boundary by 3.0 m. 

Note 5 The minimum width of road reserve cannot be calculated by adding the minimum distances of 
the components within the road reserve. 

Note 6 Designers and developers need to ensure that the road reserve width adopted complies with the 
requirements of the following documents and Authority requirements: 

 Department of Transport – Public Transport Guidelines. 
 Various walkability and bicycle strategies. 
 CFA may require the minimum Carriageway width to be 7.3 metres in certain areas 

unless parking is restricted to one side. 

Designers are reminded that special consideration must be given to 
situations where schools, shops, sports and entertainment venues are 
involved where specific designs will need to be prepared to provide for 
on street parking and traffic control for expected peak flows.  This will 
necessarily affect the width of road pavements. 
If it can be demonstrated that recommended widths and footpath requirements 
should be varied to suit a particular application due consideration will be given 
to the proposal submitted by the designer/developer. 
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14.1 Proposal to introduce interim changes to the Latrobe City Design Guidelines 
with respect to Street Widths in New Residential Developments - Attachment 4 - 

Appendix 1 IDM Adoption Guide 
 

IDM ADOPTION GUIDE 
 
APPENDIX 1 (CONSULTATION) 
 
Guideline Flow Chart for adoption of the Infrastructure Design Manual 
 
 

PHASE  
 

ACTION 
 

COMMENT 
 

INTERNAL 
CONSULTATION 

 

Inform 
 

Distribute a letter to all staff informing of the application to 
become a member council of the IIDSB and adoption of t he 
I DM.  At this stage access to t he manual and standard d 
drawings should be provided. Ideally both electronically 
and in hard copy. 

  

Consult 
 

A briefing to all staff should be provided followed by a 
workshop involving all departments potentially affected by 
t he introduction of t he IDM. The workshop provides an 
opportunity for detailed discussions and feedback on 
implications for existing practices, strategies and policies. 
It is essential that all Departments are engaged at t his 
stage rather than allow subsequent realisation that 
“something is happening ng” 

  

Report 
 

Compile feedback, identify issues and steps t o address 
them and prepare report t o CEO. 
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14.1 Proposal to introduce interim changes to the Latrobe City Design Guidelines 
with respect to Street Widths in New Residential Developments - Attachment 4 - 

Appendix 1 IDM Adoption Guide 
 

 

 

STAKEHOLDER 
CONSULTATION 

 

Inform 
 
• Media release advising that Council is considering 
adopting the IDM to be issued. Media release provides 
background to IDM and reasons for its adoption and advises 
details of proposed consultation program. 
 
• Update Council website with project details. 
 
• A register of key stakeholders likely to be affected by 
the IDM and its provisions should be compiled. 
Stakeholders will be identified through discussions with 
all affected Councils. The stakeholders would include all 
parties involved i n the owners hip, planning, design, c 
construction and supply of components as well as 
regulatory authorities, government agencies and services 
suppliers likely to be affected. 

  

Consultation Workshop 
 

• An Invitation letter is to be sent to all key 
stakeholders on the stakeholder register.  Letter to again 
provide background to the IDM, and inform that Council is 
considering adoption of the IDM, and request attendance 
at a public workshop. 
• Undertake workshop/workshops and invite feedback in 
writing to an email address Workshop should answer 
queries, provoke discussion and explain the implications 
and benefits of the manual. Encouragement to join i n the 
continued development of the manual should be provided.  
Us e of a Power point presentation and slides which 
attendees can take away may be particularly useful at this 
stage. 
• After Workshops end a follow up letter to the 
stakeholders and other attendees of the workshop and 
again i inviting feedback. This step is essential al as a 
reminder. 
• During this consultation phase it is likely that new 
potential stakeholders will emerge. New stakeholders 
should be added to the stakeholder register   
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14.2 PROPOSED  REMOVAL OF TREES IN THE COUNCIL DRAINAGE 
RESERVE AT 55 HAUNTED HILLS ROAD NEWBOROUGH 

General Manager  Recreation and Community 
Infrastructure  

         

For Decision  

PURPOSE 
The purpose of this report is to seek Council decision on the requested 
removal of 6 mature Messmate Gum trees in the Council owned drainage 
reserve at 55 Haunted Hills Road, Newborough.   

DECLARATION OF INTEREST 
No officer declared an interest under the Local Government Act 1989 in 
the preparation of this report. 

STRATEGIC FRAMEWORK 
This report is consistent with Latrobe 2026: The Community Vision for 
Latrobe Valley and the Latrobe City Council Plan 2012-2016. 
 
Strategic Direction – Built Environment 
 
Latrobe City Council Plan 2013 – 2017 
 
• Enhance the quality and sustainability of streetscapes and parks 

across the municipality through the provision and maintenance of the 
trees that are appropriate to their surroundings. 

• Ensure public infrastructure is maintained in accordance with 
community aspirations. 

 
Policy - Tree Work Notification Policy 11 POL-4 
The purpose of this policy is to detail processes for the notification of 
significant tree works prior to the works being undertaken. 

BACKGROUND 
Latrobe City Council’s Manager Infrastructure Operations received a 
request (Attachment 1) from the resident of 53 Haunted Hills Road, 
Newborough on 20 November 2013, requesting that six Messmate Gum 
trees in the Council Drainage Reserve (Attachment 2) beside his property 
at 55 Haunted Hills Road, Newborough be removed.  
The resident was concerned that the gum trees on the adjoining Council 
reserve present a genuine risk to their property and their family safety 
through the possibility of falling limbs.  A Latrobe City Council arborist 
visited the reserve at 55 Haunted Hills Road in September 2013.  After this 
inspection it was decided that pruning works would be carried out and 
Latrobe City Council’s Arborist relayed this information to the resident.   
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A reply to address the resident’s concerns in this correspondence was 
sent from Latrobe City Council’s Manager Infrastructure Operations on 26 
November 2013 (Attachment 3) 
Further correspondence in relation to the Messmate Gum trees was 
received from the resident of 53 Haunted Hills Road on 11 December 
2013 (Attachment 4).  In this correspondence the resident stated that the 
letter they received from Latrobe City Council did not assuage their 
concerns in relation to the gum trees on the Council owned reserve 
adjoining his home. 
A further arborist visit was arranged in early January 2014 and 
subsequently further pruning works were carried out in mid January 2014, 
to address the resident’s concerns.   As a result of these works, the 
resident of 53 Haunted Hills Road wrote to Latrobe City Council’s Chief 
Executive Officer, Manager Infrastructure Operations (Attachment 5) and 
Team Leader Tree Maintenance (Attachment 6) on 24 January 2014, 
again voicing his concerns in relation to gum trees situated at 55 Haunted 
Hills Road. 
A site visit was undertaken by Latrobe City Council’s General Manager 
Recreation and Community Infrastructure on 29 January 2014, to the 
reserve in question to discuss with Council arborists if there were any 
issues with the gum trees on the reserve.  Subsequently a letter was sent 
to the resident of 53 Haunted Hills Road on 30 January 2014 (Attachment 
7) detailing Latrobe City Council officer’s opinion on the resident’s 
concerns with the gum trees.  Also outlined in this letter was the process 
for requesting, via Council, removal of trees which do not qualify for 
automatic removal under Council’s Tree Work Notification Policy.  Part of 
this process is that the resident requesting the removal of a tree must 
submit a formal written request to Latrobe City Council to generate a 
future Council report on their request.  This was received by the Mayor on 
21 February 2014 (Attachment 8) and forwarded to Latrobe City Council’s 
Manager Infrastructure Operations to prepare this report.  

ISSUES 

The resident of 53 Haunted Hills Road would like Council to consider the 
full removal of six mature Messmate Gum trees on the Council owned 
Drainage Reserve at 55 Haunted Hills Road, Newborough.  They have 
stated on several occasions that they perceive possible danger from the 
gum trees dropping limbs on either his family members or on his property 
which adjoins the reserve. 
As discussed, Latrobe City Council arborists have inspected the gum trees 
on the reserve on three separate occasions and are of the opinion that the 
trees are in good health and do not fall under the criteria of Dead, Dying or 
Dangerous as stipulated in Council’s Tree Work Notification Policy. 
Therefore as per the Council policy, this report has been generated and is 
now presented to Council. 
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Latrobe City Council’s arborists have visually inspected the gum trees 
within the Council reserve on several occasions in recent months and 
conclude that gum trees are in good health and have sound structure.   
The recent pruning works on the gum trees at the reserve have been 
carried out to further improve the trees health and reduce the risk of any 
limbs dropping into the resident of 53 Haunted Hills Road property. All 
pruning works to the gum trees have been carried out to the latest 
practices in arboriculture.   
An independent arborist report (Attachment 9) on the condition of the gum 
trees has also been commissioned by Latrobe City Council officers to 
provide an independent opinion of the health of the gum trees.  This report 
states that trees are in overall good health and are of sound structure. 
Latrobe City Council cannot give any guarantee that the gum trees will not 
drop branches, these trees, like most gum species, could still drop or shed 
a branch without any warning, this is known as Summer or Sudden Limb 
Drop. 
Long term residents who live adjacent to the drainage reserve in 57 
Haunted Hills Road have never requested any tree removals from the 
reserve.  These residents have in fact been actively involved in the 
reserve for a number of years and have, with Council approval, planted 
and watered trees and shrubs at the site and removed litter as required.  
They have significant pride in the adjacent reserve.  The residents of 53 
Haunted Hills Road purchased their current home less than one year ago 
and have not been privy to the development of the reserve by other local 
residents. The residents of 57 Haunted Hills Road have introduced some 
new species of shrubs to the drainage reserve. Whilst a small number of 
the shrubs would not have been the preferred choice of a Council arborist, 
the majority are and all the introduced shrubs are suitable in size for this 
site.   
This area is known for its ‘leafy’ outlook and is a feature of this particular 
neighbourhood. Removal of these gum trees could potentially set a 
precedent for other trees in this area and ultimately devalue the 
neighbourhood character.  

FINANCIAL, RISK AND RESOURCES IMPLICATIONS 
Risk has been considered as part of this report and it is considered to be 
consistent with the Risk Management Plan 2011-2014. 
The gum trees currently do not present any major risks to nearby residents 
and/or users of this Council drainage reserve.  
Any future works to these gum trees are able to be undertaken within the 
recurrent tree works budget. 
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INTERNAL/EXTERNAL CONSULTATION 
Engagement Method Used: 

Latrobe City Council has not engaged in consultation with any residents of 
Haunted Hills Road, Newborough in relation to the requested tree 
removals.   
Latrobe City Council will need to engage in a notification process with local 
residents on Haunted Hills Road, and the broader local community, if the 
requested tree removals are to be considered. 

OPTIONS 
1. Remove the six mature Messmate Gum trees in the Council 

Drainage Reserve at 55 Haunted Hills Road, Newborough.  
2. Take no action in regards to the six mature Gum trees in the reserve 

and maintain to current standards.  
3. That Council seek street and community feedback on the proposed 

tree removals. 
 

 

CONCLUSION 
Latrobe City Council cannot give any guarantee that the six mature gum 
trees will not drop branches and/or fail at the root plate below ground level.  
This would most likely only occur in an extreme weather event.  
However both Council and an independent arborist have inspected the 
gum trees requested for removal on several occasions and have found 
them to be in good health and of sound structure.  
If Council does consider the removal of six mature gum trees, Latrobe City 
Council should consider engaging in a consultation process with local 
residents and the broader local community. 
 

 
Attachments 

1. Attachment 1 - Email to CEO on 20Nov13 
2. Attachment 2 - Traffic Management Plan_Staging Area 

3. Attachment - 3 LCC Response 26Nov13 re 53 Haunted Hilld Road Newborough re 
trees 

4. Attachment 4 Email re 55 Haunted Hills Rd NB 11Dec13 
5. Attachment 5 Email re VCAT Court Action 24Jan14 

6. Attachment 6 - Email sent to Ben Black 
7. Attachment 7 LCC response letter from GS re 53 Haunted Hilld Road Newborough 

30Jan14.... 
8. Attachment 8 Tree Report 4952_001 

9. Attachment 9 Chris Dash, beside 57 Haunted Hill Road, Newborough, 6 mature 
Messmate gum trees, March 2014 
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RECOMMENDATION 
That Council 
1. Take no action in regards to the request for removal of six Messmate 

Gum Trees in the Council Drainage Reserve at 55 Haunted Hills 
Road. 

2. Officers continue to carry out regular monitoring and maintenance to 
the trees in this reserve.   

3. Notify the resident who has requested the removal of the gum trees 
of the decision regarding the request to remove six Messmate Gum 
Trees in the Council Drainage Reserve at 55 Haunted Hills Road.  

 
  

ALTERNATE MOTION 
1. That Council defer consideration of this matter.  
2. That a further report be presented to the next possible ordinary 

Council meeting regarding the three trees of concern to the 
residents of 53 and 57 Haunted Hills Road, Newborough.  .  

 
 
Moved:  Cr Middlemiss 
Seconded: Cr White 
 
That the Motion be adopted. 
 
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 
 
 
 
 
Moved:     Cr Middlemiss 
Seconded:  Cr Sindt 
 
That Standing Orders be resumed. 
 
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 
Standing Orders were resumed at 6.47 PM. 
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14.2 
PROPOSED  REMOVAL OF TREES IN THE COUNCIL 
DRAINAGE RESERVE AT 55 HAUNTED HILLS ROAD 

NEWBOROUGH 
1 Attachment 1 - Email to CEO on 20Nov13 ................................. 115 
2 Attachment 2 - Traffic Management Plan_Staging Area .......... 119 
3 Attachment - 3 LCC Response 26Nov13 re 53 Haunted 

Hilld Road Newborough re trees ................................................ 121 
4 Attachment 4 Email re 55 Haunted Hills Rd NB 11Dec13 ......... 123 
5 Attachment 5 Email re VCAT Court Action 24Jan14 ................. 127 
6 Attachment 6 - Email sent to Ben Black .................................... 129 
7 Attachment 7 LCC response letter from GS re 53 

Haunted Hilld Road Newborough 30Jan14.... ............................ 131 
8 Attachment 8 Tree Report 4952_001 .......................................... 133 
9 Attachment 9 Chris Dash, beside 57 Haunted Hill Road, 

Newborough, 6 mature Messmate gum trees, March 2014 ...... 137 

Page 114 



ATTACHMENT 1 14.2 PROPOSED  REMOVAL OF TREES IN THE COUNCIL DRAINAGE RESERVE AT 55 
HAUNTED HILLS ROAD NEWBOROUGH - Attachment 1 - Email to CEO on 20Nov13 

 

 

Page 115 



ATTACHMENT 1 14.2 PROPOSED  REMOVAL OF TREES IN THE COUNCIL DRAINAGE RESERVE AT 55 
HAUNTED HILLS ROAD NEWBOROUGH - Attachment 1 - Email to CEO on 20Nov13 

 

 

Page 116 



ATTACHMENT 1 14.2 PROPOSED  REMOVAL OF TREES IN THE COUNCIL DRAINAGE RESERVE AT 55 
HAUNTED HILLS ROAD NEWBOROUGH - Attachment 1 - Email to CEO on 20Nov13 

 

 

Page 117 



ATTACHMENT 2 14.2 PROPOSED  REMOVAL OF TREES IN THE COUNCIL DRAINAGE RESERVE AT 55 HAUNTED HILLS ROAD NEWBOROUGH - 
Attachment 2 - Traffic Management Plan_Staging Area 

 

 

Page 119 



ATTACHMENT 
3 

14.2 PROPOSED  REMOVAL OF TREES IN THE COUNCIL DRAINAGE 
RESERVE AT 55 HAUNTED HILLS ROAD NEWBOROUGH - Attachment 

- 3 LCC Response 26Nov13 re 53 Haunted Hilld Road Newborough re 
trees 

 

Our Ref:  1036111 
JO:CD 
 
 
26 November 2013 
 
 
Mr Dominic de van der Schueren 
53 Haunted Hills Road 
NEWBOROUGH  VIC  3825 
 
 
Dear Mr de van der Schueren 
 
PARK TREES AT 55 HAUNTED HILLS ROAD NEWBOROUGH COUNCIL 
DRAINAGE RESERVE 
 
Thank you for your email dated 20 November 2013 concerning the park trees 
adjacent to your property at 53 Haunted Hills Road, Newborough. 
 
Latrobe City Council apologises for the delay in the works not being 
completed as previously stated.  Following the severe wind storms 
experienced on 26 September 2013, Latrobe City Council’s tree maintenance 
teams have been clearing up fallen and damaged trees throughout the 
municipality.  These works have been on-going for the past eight weeks. 
 
A further inspection carried out on 26 November 2013 by Latrobe City 
Council’s arborist has indicated that maintenance work still needs to be 
carried out on the trees.  These works are programmed to be carried out by 
the Tree Maintenance Team within the next three weeks. 
 
These park trees do not fall under the requirements of Latrobe City Council’s 
Dead/Dying Tree Removal Policy whereby a Latrobe City Council officer can 
authorise their removal.  For these trees to be considered for removal, a 
formal written request needs to be received by the Council. A comprehensive 
report would be required to be generated and tabled at a future Ordinary 
Council meeting for decision by the Council. 
 
Latrobe City Council cannot give a guarantee that these park trees will not fail 
in extreme weather events such as strong winds and heavy rains.  Also gum 
trees can shed tree branches without any warning on any day, this is referred 
to as Summer Limb Drop or Sudden Limb Drop.   
 
Latrobe City Council carries out regular routine maintenance to the trees in 
this park.  This includes tree inspections, tree pruning and any tree removals 
which meet the requirements of Council’s policy for a Latrobe City Council 
officer to authorise their removal. 
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14.2 PROPOSED  REMOVAL OF TREES IN THE COUNCIL DRAINAGE 
RESERVE AT 55 HAUNTED HILLS ROAD NEWBOROUGH - Attachment 

- 3 LCC Response 26Nov13 re 53 Haunted Hilld Road Newborough re 
trees 

 

All of Latrobe City Council’s tree maintenance works meet the Australian 
Standards - AS 4373-2007, Pruning of Amenity Trees.  This standard ensures 
that tree pruning is carried out to the latest practices in Arboriculture.    
 
If you have any further queries relating to this matter please contact  
Chris Dash, Supervisor Arborist on 0408 598 112. 
 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
 
 
 
JODY O’KANE 
Manager Infrastructure Operations 
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14.2 PROPOSED  REMOVAL OF TREES IN THE COUNCIL DRAINAGE 
RESERVE AT 55 HAUNTED HILLS ROAD NEWBOROUGH - Attachment 7 

LCC response letter from GS re 53 Haunted Hilld Road Newborough 30Jan14.... 
 

Our Ref:  1036111 
GS 
 
 
30 January 2014 
 
 
Mr Dominic de van der Schueren 
53 Haunted Hills Road 
NEWBOROUGH  VIC  3825 
 
 
Dear Mr de van der Schueren 
 
PARK TREES AT 55 HAUNTED HILLS ROAD NEWBOROUGH COUNCIL 
DRAINAGE RESERVE 
 
I am writing in response to various emails sent to a number of Latrobe City staff 
concerning the park trees adjacent to your property at 53 Haunted Hills Road, 
Newborough. 
 
As you are aware, Council officers attended the site on Friday, 24 January 2014. 
Some pruning works were undertaken however were unable to be completed due 
to weather conditions. 
 
Latrobe City Council staff returned to the site on Wednesday, 29 January 2014 and 
undertook further tree pruning works. Our qualified arborists have inspected the 
works of our tree crew and assessed pruning works to be of a high standard and 
that no further works are required at this point in time. I personally have also 
attended the site and am confident that all has been done to both preserve the 
health of the trees and minimise potential for damage to nearby properties or 
people. 
 
I would like to reiterate that these park trees do not fall under the requirements of 
Latrobe City Council’s Dead/Dying Tree Removal Policy whereby a Latrobe City 
Council officer can authorise their removal.  For these trees to be considered for 
removal, a formal written request needs to be received by the Council. A 
comprehensive report would be required to be generated and tabled at a future 
Ordinary Council meeting for decision by the Council. 
 
Latrobe City Council will continue to carry out regular routine maintenance to the 
trees in this park.  This includes tree inspections, tree pruning and any tree 
removals which meet the requirements of Council’s policy. 
 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
 
GRANTLEY SWITZER 
General Manager Recreation and Community Infrastructure 
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15. COMMUNITY LIVEABILITY 

Nil reports 
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16. PLANNING AND GOVERNANCE 

16.1 DOCUMENTS PRESENTED FOR SIGNING AND SEALING 
GENERAL MANAGER  Planning and Governance  
         

For Decision  

DECLARATION OF INTEREST 
No officer declared an interest under the Local Government Act 1989 in 
the preparation of this report. 

DOCUMENTS 
1065967 Boundary Roads Agreement between Latrobe City 

Council and South Gippsland Shire Council pursuant to 
the following recitals: 
(a) Each party has operational responsibility for those 

parts of the road that lie within its municipal district. 
These include roads that start in one municipality 
and end in the other municipality and / or where the 
municipal boundary runs down the centre of the 
road or is immediately adjacent. Bridges that 
traverse watercourses that delineate the municipal 
boundary are also included. 

(b) Under Section 15 of the Road Management Act 
2004, a road authority may enter into an 
arrangement with another road authority to transfer 
a road management function. 

(c) The parties have agreed to vary operational 
responsibilities between each other in respect of the 
roads referred to in this agreement on the terms and 
conditions of this agreement. 
 

 
 

Attachments 
Nil  

 

RECOMMENDATION 
1.   That Council authorises the Chief Executive Officer to sign 

and seal Boundary Roads Agreement between Latrobe City 
Council and South Gippsland Shire Council.  

 Moved:  Cr Gibbons 
Seconded: Cr Middlemiss 
    
That the Recommendation be adopted. 
 
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
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17. ORGANISATIONAL EXCELLENCE 

Nil reports  
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18. MEETING CLOSED TO THE PUBLIC 

Section 89(2) of the Local Government Act 1989 enables the Council to 
close the meeting to the public if the meeting is discussing any of the 
following:   
(a) Personnel matters;  
(b) The personal hardship of any resident or ratepayer;  
(c) Industrial matters;  
(d) Contractual matters;  
(e) Proposed developments;  
(f) Legal advice;  
(g) Matters affecting the security of Council property;  
(h) Any other matter which the Council or Special Committee considers 

would prejudice the Council or any person;  
(i) A resolution to close the meeting to members of the public. 

RECOMMENDATION 
That the Ordinary Meeting of Council closes this meeting to the public 
to consider the following items which are of a confidential nature, 
pursuant to section 89(2) of the Local Government Act (LGA) 1989 for 
the reasons indicated: 

18.1 ADOPTION OF MINUTES 
Agenda item 18.1 Adoption of Minutes is designated as 
confidential as it relates to a matter which the Council or special 
committee considers would prejudice the Council or any person 
(s89 2h) 

18.2 CONFIDENTIAL ITEMS 
Agenda item 18.2 Confidential Items is designated as 
confidential as it relates to a matter which the Council or special 
committee considers would prejudice the Council or any person 
(s89 2h) 

18.3 AUDIT COMMITTEE MINUTES REPORT 
Agenda item 18.3 Audit Committee Minutes Report is designated 
as confidential as it relates to a matter which the Council or 
special committee considers would prejudice the Council or any 
person (s89 2h) 

18.4 BAD DEBTS REPORT - JANUARY 2014 
Agenda item 18.4 BAD DEBTS REPORT - JANUARY 2014 is 
designated as confidential as it relates to personal hardship of 
any resident or ratepayer (s89 2b) 
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18.5 LCC-153 RECONSTRUCTION OF INTERSECTION AT OLD SALE 
ROAD AND HAIGH STREET, NEWBOROUGH 
Agenda item 18.5 LCC-153 RECONSTRUCTION OF 
INTERSECTION AT OLD SALE ROAD AND HAIGH STREET, 
NEWBOROUGH is designated as confidential as it relates to 
contractual matters (s89 2d) 

18.6 LCC-158 PROVISION OF ELECTRICAL TESTING AND TAGGING 
SERVICES AT LATROBE CITY COUNCIL PREMISES 
Agenda item 18.6 LCC-158 PROVISION OF ELECTRICAL 
TESTING AND TAGGING SERVICES AT LATROBE CITY 
COUNCIL PREMISES is designated as confidential as it relates 
to contractual matters (s89 2d) 

18.7 LCC-163 UPGRADE TO LIGHTING AND GUIDANCE SYSTEMS AT 
LATROBE REGIONAL AIRPORT 
Agenda item 18.7 LCC-163 UPGRADE TO LIGHTING AND 
GUIDANCE SYSTEMS AT LATROBE REGIONAL AIRPORT is 
designated as confidential as it relates to contractual matters 
(s89 2d) 

18.8 LCC-165 SOUTHERN STORMWATER DRAINAGE 
AUGMENTATION AT LATROBE REGIONAL AIRPORT 
Agenda item 18.8 LCC-165 SOUTHERN STORMWATER 
DRAINAGE AUGMENTATION AT LATROBE REGIONAL AIRPORT 
is designated as confidential as it relates to contractual matters 
(s89 2d) 

18.9 LCC-166 DESIGN AND REMEDIATION OF A LANDSLIP AT 
LYNDONS ROAD, CALLIGNEE 
Agenda item 18.9 LCC-166 DESIGN AND REMEDIATION OF A 
LANDSLIP AT LYNDONS ROAD, CALLIGNEE is designated as 
confidential as it relates to contractual matters (s89 2d) 

0.0 ORGANISATIONAL STRUCTURE 
Agenda item 0.0 ORGANISATIONAL STRUCTURE is designated 
as confidential as it relates to personnel matters (s89 2a)  

 
 

Moved:  Cr Gibbons 
Seconded: Cr Middlemiss 
    
That the Recommendation be adopted. 
 
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 

  
The Meeting closed to the public at 6.55 PM. 
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The Meeting adjourned at 6.55 PM for a tea break. 
 
The Meeting resumed at 7.17 PM.  
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