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COUNCILLOR AND PUBLIC ATTENDANCE  
 

PLEASE NOTE 

The Victorian Government’s COVID-19 Omnibus (Emergency Measures) Act 2020 has 
introduced into the Local Government Act 2020 new mechanisms that allow for virtual 
Council Meetings to ensure local government decision-making can continue during the 
coronavirus pandemic.  

Pursuant to section 394 of the Local Government Act 2020, a Councillor may attend this 
Council Meeting remotely by electronic means of communication; and  

Pursuant to section 395 of the Local Government Act 2020  this Council Meeting may be 
closed to the attendance by members of the public by making available access to a live 
stream of the Meeting on the Council’s internet site.  

 

1. OPENING PRAYER 

The Deputy Mayor read the opening prayer. 

2. ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF THE TRADITIONAL OWNERS OF THE LAND 

The Deputy Mayor read the acknowledgement of the traditional owners of the 
land. 

3. APOLOGIES AND LEAVE OF ABSENCE   

Mayor Sharon Gibson and Cr Melissa Ferguson provided apologies in advance 
of the meeting.  

4.  DECLARATION OF INTERESTS 

Nil. 

5.  PUBLIC PARTICIPATION TIME 

Attend as an observer 

The Victorian Government’s COVID-19 Omnibus (Emergency Measures) Act 
2020 has introduced into the Local Government Act 2020 new mechanisms that 
allow for virtual Council Meetings and allow for Council Meetings to be closed to 
the public.  

Therefore this meeting allowed for physical and virtual participation by members 
of the public but was however was closed for a full gallery. 

To meet legislated obligations and in the spirit of open, accessible and 
transparent governance, the Council Meeting was livestreamed. 

Public Speakers 

Members of the public who registered before 12noon were invited to speak to 
an item on the agenda. 
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The following persons spoke on an item on the agenda: 

Item 
No. 

Agenda Item 
Name &/or 
Company 

6.1 Draft 2021/22 Budget - Hearing of Submissions Graeme O’Hara - 
Chairman Latrobe 
City Farm Ratepayers 
Association 

6.1 Draft 2021/22 Budget - Hearing of Submissions Barbara Johnson - 
Secretary Latrobe 
Combined History 
Group 
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6. ITEMS REFERRED BY THE COUNCIL TO THIS MEETING FOR 
CONSIDERATION 

Agenda Item: 6.1 

Agenda Item: Draft 2021/22 Budget - Hearing of Submissions 

Sponsor: General Manager, Organisational Performance  

Council Plan Objective: Ensure Council operates openly, transparently and 

responsibly. 

Status: For Information  

         

 

MOTION 

Moved: Cr Harriman 
Seconded:  Cr Law 
  

That Council receives, notes and considers all submissions received in 
relation to the draft 2021/2022 Budget prior to the adoption of the 2021/2022 
Budget at the Council Meeting to be held on Monday, 7 June 2021. 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY  

 
 

Executive Summary: 

This report is to present the submissions received in relation to the draft 2021/2022 
Budget  

• Council resolved on the 12 April 2021 to release the draft budget for public 
exhibition.  

• A person has a right to make a submission under section 223 of the Local 
Government Act 1989 (the Act), on any proposal contained within the draft 
budget.  

• A total of 45 submissions were received in relation to the draft 2021/2022 
budget.  

• It is recommended that Council notes and considers these submissions prior 
to adopting the 2021/2022 Budget at the Council Meeting on Monday 7 June 
2021. 
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Background: 

On 12 April 2021, Council resolved to give notice of preparation of the proposed 
2021/2022 Budget and to allow a period of 28 days for submissions. 

A person has a right to make a submission under section 223 of the Local 
Government Act 1989, on any proposal contained within these documents. 

Public notice of the preparation of the Budget was subsequently advertised in the 
Latrobe Valley Express on 15 April 2021 and advising that the budget documents 
were available for inspection at Service Centres and on Council’s website. 

Submissions in relation to the Budget were receivable up to 5pm on 12 May 2021. A 
person who has made a written submission to Council and requested that he or she 
be heard in support of the written submission is entitled to appear before a meeting 
of the Council. In the public notice Council indicated that written budget submissions 
would be considered and submitters would have an opportunity to speak to their 
submissions at an unscheduled Council meeting to be held at 6.00 pm on Monday 24 
May 2021. 

A total of 45 submissions have been received in relation to the draft 2021/2022 
Budget. Those wishing to speak to their submission will have the opportunity to do so 
at the unscheduled Council Meeting. 

A copy of each submission received has been provided to Councillors, and a 
summary of the submissions is provided below along with those intending to speak to 
their submission. 

Submitter Summary of submission Speaking at 
this meeting 

Latrobe City Farm 
Ratepayers 
Association 

Support for the Farm Rate Differential and an 
increase in the Municipal charge to the 
maximum allowable. 

Yes 

Gillian Connolly Provision of access between Hazelwood North 
Primary School and Hazelwood North 
Community Hall. 

No 

Lorraine Osler Would like to see a dump point for grey water 
and sewerage disposal for caravans and motor 
homes etc. built in Traralgon. 

No 

Mark Smith Community Grants needs to be maximised as 
best possible within the budget. 

No 
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Submitter Summary of submission Speaking at 
this meeting 

Latrobe Combined 
History Group 

Latrobe Combined Historical Societies 
represents Boolarra, Moe, Morwell, Traralgon, 
Yallourn North and Yinnar Historical Societies.  
Council currently provides an annual operating 
grant of $500 to each society, this amount has 
remained unchanged since 1994, they are 
requesting an increase to the annual operating 
grant to $1,000 per year. 

Yes 

Annabelle 
Gumpold 

 

Establishment of an off leash dog park at Sir 
Macfarlane Burnet Park (Hickox Street) in 
Traralgon. 

No 

Amy Symmons Establishment of a pathway from Tyers School 
around Littles Lane Road and back towards 
the school approximately 5 kilometres 

No 

38 Individual 
submissions 

New/Upgraded netball courts at Tyers 
Recreation Reserve 

 

No 

 

Issues: 

Strategy Implications 

This proposal aligns with Objective 6 “Ensure Council operates openly, transparently 
and responsibly” of the Council Plan 2017-2021. The draft 2021/2022 budget has 
been on display for a period of 28 days. 

Health Implications 

There are no identified health implications associated with this report. 

Communication 

In accordance with the Act, the draft budget has been advertised via public notice in 
the Latrobe Valley Express and the document has been available for viewing at each 
Service Centre as well as being available on council’s website. 

Financial Implications 

There are no financial implications associated with this report. 
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Risk Analysis 

There are no risks associated with the consideration of submissions. 

Legal and Compliance 

This report complies with the requirements of Section 223 of the Act, by providing the 
opportunity for those that lodged a submission to the draft budget to be heard in 
support of their submission and for Council to consider all submissions. 

Community Implications 

Council is required to consider all submissions received in relation to the draft 
2021/22 budget in accordance with Section 223 of the Act. 

Environmental Implications 

Nil  

Consultation 

The public have been provided with opportunities to contact Councillors and Officers 
in relation to the draft budget via telephone, email or by meeting. 

Other  

Nil 

Declaration of Interests: 

Officers preparing this report have declared they do not have a conflict of interest in 
this matter under the provisions of the Local Government Act 2020. 

Supporting Documents: 

Draft 2021/2022 Budget 

 

Attachments 
1⇩. 2021/2022 Budget Submissions 

  

OC_24052021_MIN_AT_EXTRA_files/OC_24052021_MIN_AT_EXTRA_Attachment_10583_1.PDF
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6.1 

Draft 2021/22 Budget - Hearing of Submissions 

1 2021/2022 Budget Submissions ................................................... 11 
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Agenda Item: 6.2 

Agenda Item: Rating Agreement - Opal Australian Paper: Hearing of 

Submissions 

Sponsor: General Manager, Organisational Performance  

Council Plan Objective: Support job creation and industry diversification to 

enable economic growth in Latrobe City. 

Status: For Information  

         

 

MOTION 

Moved: Cr Law 
Seconded:  Cr Middlemiss 
  

That Council receives, notes and considers all submissions received in 
relation to the proposed granting of a reduction for the period 2020-2030 
against the full amount of rates otherwise payable by Paper Australia Pty Ltd 
on the land known as the Australian Paper Mill. 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY  

 
 

Executive Summary: 

• By resolution on 7 December 2020, Council provided in principle support for 
the granting of a reduction against the full amount of rates otherwise payable 
by Paper Australia Pty Ltd on the land known as the Australian Paper Mill for 
the period 2020-2030 (“the rebate”); 

• In accordance with s223 of the Local Government Act 1989, notice was given 
of the proposed rebate and submissions invited from the public; 

• A total of 3 submissions have been received; and 

• It is recommended that Council notes and considers these submissions prior 
to further consideration of the proposed rebate at the Ordinary Council 
Meeting on Monday 7 June 2021.  
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Background: 

Opal is a well-known major manufacturer and employer within the municipality, 

employing more than 860 local residents at the Paper Mill site. Opal has plans for a 

waste to energy plant that has been promoted as adding 1,000 local full-time 

equivalent jobs over 3 years and over 900 ongoing fulltime equivalent jobs. 

Opal has had long standing arrangements with Council for a reduction in rates. The 

most recent agreement was in place for 10 years and expired in June 2020. 

On 7 December 2020, Council resolved to provide in principle support for the rebate. 

Under s223 of the Local Government Act 1989 (“the Act”), notice must be given of 

any such proposed rebate with an opportunity for the public to make submission. 

Public notice of the proposed rebate was given on 15 April 2021. A total of 3 

submissions have been received. A copy of each submission is attached to this 

report and a summary is provided below. 

Submitter Summary Speaking at this 

Meeting 

Name withheld by 

request 

The proposed rebate 

needs to be carefully 

considered by Council in 

light of the impact on 

Council’s budget 

No 

Irene Proebsting The rebate should be 

refused as Paper 

Australia Pty Ltd has 

capacity to pay the full 

amount and a similar 

rebate is not available to 

other businesses. 

Uncertain 

Sylvia Leibrecht The rebate should be 

refused as Paper 

Australia Pty Ltd has 

capacity to pay the full 

amount and a similar 

rebate is not available to 

other businesses. 

No 
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Issues: 

Legal and Compliance 

This report complies with the requirements of s223 of the Act by providing an 

opportunity for those who have made a submission to be heard in support of their 

submission. 

Community Implications 

Council is required to consider all submissions received in relation to the proposed 
rebate. 

Declaration of Interests: 

Officers preparing this report have declared they do not have a conflict of interest in 
this matter under the provisions of the Local Government Act 2020. 

Supporting Documents: 

Nil  

 

Attachments 
1⇩. Submissions 
  

OC_24052021_MIN_AT_EXTRA_files/OC_24052021_MIN_AT_EXTRA_Attachment_10600_1.PDF
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6.2 

Rating Agreement - Opal Australian Paper: Hearing 
of Submissions 

1 Submissions .................................................................................. 64 
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There being no further business the meeting was declared closed at 6.24 PM. 

 

I certify that these minutes have been confirmed. 

 

 

Mayor: ________________________________________ 

  

Date:    ________________________________________ 
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