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COUNCILLOR AND PUBLIC ATTENDANCE  

 

PLEASE NOTE 

The Victorian Government’s COVID-19 Omnibus (Emergency Measures) Act 
2020 has introduced into the Local Government Act 2020 new mechanisms 
that allow for virtual Council Meetings to ensure local government decision-
making can continue during the coronavirus pandemic.  

Pursuant to section 394 of the COVID-19 Omnibus (Emergency Measures) 
Act 2020, a Councillor may attend this Council Meeting remotely by 
electronic means of communication; and  

Pursuant to section 395 COVID-19 Omnibus (Emergency Measures) Act 
2020 this Council Meeting may be closed to the attendance by members of 
the public by making available access to a live stream of the Meeting on the 
Council’s internet site.  

 

1. OPENING PRAYER 

The Chief Executive Officer (CEO) read the opening prayer. 

2. ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF THE TRADITIONAL OWNERS OF THE LAND 

The CEO read the acknowledgement of the traditional owners of the land. 

3. APOLOGIES OF ABSENCE   

Nil 

4.  DECLARATION OF INTERESTS 

Nil 

5.  PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 

Attend as an observer 
 

The Victorian Government’s COVID-19 Omnibus (Emergency Measures) Act 
2020 has introduced into the Local Government Act 2020 new mechanisms that 
allow for virtual Council Meetings and allow for Council Meetings to be closed to 
the public.  
 
The safety of Councillors, Council staff and our community is at the forefront of 
our decisions therefore this Meeting will be closed to physical participation by 
members of the public. To meet our legislated obligations and in the spirit of 
open, accessible and transparent governance, this Council Meeting is 
livestreamed and can be viewed by using the link on Council’s website or 
Facebook page. 
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6. ORDER OF EVENTS 

Agenda Item:  6.1 

Agenda Item: Outgoing Mayor Speech 

Sponsor: Chief Executive Office  

Council Plan Objective: Grow the civic pride of our municipality and solidify 
Latrobe City's image as a key regional city. 

Status: For Information  
         

 

The outgoing Mayor, Cr Dan Clancey, spoke on their Mayoral term. 
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Agenda Item:  6.2 

Agenda Item: Election of the Mayor 

Sponsor: Chief Executive Office  

Council Plan Objective: Grow the civic pride of our municipality and solidify 

Latrobe City's image as a key regional city. 

Status: For Decision  

         

 

MOTION 

Moved: Cr Gibson 

Seconded:  Cr Lund 

  

That Council proceed to elect the Mayor in accordance with the Governance 
Rules for one year to serve for the 2020/2021 Mayoral term. 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 

 

The CEO invited nominations for the appointment of the Mayor for the next year. 

 

Cr Gibson nominated herself. 

Cr Harriman seconded the nomination. 

 

Cr Law nominated Cr O’Callaghan, and was accepted. 

Cr Clancey seconded the nomination. 

 

MOTION 

Moved: Cr O’Callaghan 

Seconded: Cr Clancey 

 

That Council suspend standing orders in order to hear from Mayoral 
candidates.  

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 

 

Standing orders were suspended at 6.14pm 

 



 

Special Council Meeting Minutes  
20 November 2020 (SM556) 

 

 

The meeting heard from Cr Gibson, then Cr O’Callaghan on their candidacy for 

Mayor. 

 

MOTION 

Moved: Cr Clancey 

Seconded: Cr Gibson 

 

That Council resumes standing orders. 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 

 

Standing orders were resumed at 6.20pm. 

 

In accordance with the Governance Rules, the Mayoral candidacy was put to the 
vote by way of a show of hands. 

 

In favour of Cr Gibson 

For Crs Gibson, Ferguson, Harriman, Lund and Howe 

 

In favour of Cr O’Callaghan 

For Crs Middlemiss, Law, O’Callaghan and Clancey 

 

Cr Gibson, having received the absolute majority of votes in favour, was duly 
elected Mayor. 

 
 

Executive Summary: 

After the Local Government election on 24 October 2020, Council is required to 
elect a Mayor. Mayoral terms in Latrobe City Council have historically been for one 
year however, pursuant to subsection 26(3) of the Local Government Act 2020, 
Council must determine by resolution whether the Mayor is to be elected for a one 
year or a two year term.   

In summary, the process for the election of the Mayor in accordance with the 
Governance Rules (attached) is as follows:   

Election of the Mayor  

 The Chief Executive Officer (CEO) will preside during the election of the 
Mayor.  

 The Chief Executive Officer must invite nominations for the office of Mayor 
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and confirm acceptance of the nomination with the nominee.  

 Councillors may nominate themselves but each nomination must be 
seconded.  

 If there is only one nomination, the candidate nominated is declared elected. 
If a Councillor nominates himself or herself and they are the only Councillor 
nominated, then that Councillor is elected even if the nomination is not 
seconded.  

 If there is more than one nomination, the Councillors present at the meeting must 
vote for one of the candidates.  

 The voting must be carried out in accordance with the procedure in the 
Governance Rules, having regard to the Local Government Act 2020. 

 The newly elected Mayor then assumes the Chair for the remainder of the 
meeting. 

 
  

 

Declaration of Interests: 

Officers preparing this report have declared they do not have a conflict of interest in 
this matter under the provisions of the Local Government Act 2020. 

Supporting Documents: 

Nil  

 

Attachments 
1⇩ . Governance Rules 
  

OC_20112020_MIN_AT_EXTRA_files/OC_20112020_MIN_AT_EXTRA_Attachment_9968_1.PDF
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Agenda Item:  6.3 

Agenda Item: Election of the Deputy Mayor 

Sponsor: Chief Executive Office  

Council Plan Objective: Grow the civic pride of our municipality and solidify 

Latrobe City's image as a key regional city. 

Status: For Decision  

         

 

MOTION 

Moved: Cr Harriman 
Seconded:  Cr O'Callaghan 
  

That Council: 

a) Establish an office of Deputy Mayor for a 2020/2021 Deputy Mayoral 
term; and 

b) That Council proceed to elect the Deputy Mayor in accordance with the 
Governance Rules for one year to serve for the 2020/2021 Deputy 
Mayoral term. 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 

 

Cr Gibson invited nominations for the appointment of a Deputy Mayor. 

 

Cr Harriman nominated Cr Howe, and was accepted. 

Cr Ferguson seconded the nomination. 

 

Cr O’Callaghan nominated Cr Clancey. 

Cr Law seconded the nomination. 

 

In accordance with the Governance Rules, the Deputy Mayor candidacy was put to 
the vote by way of a show of hands. 

 

In favour of Cr Clancey 

For Crs Clancey, O’Callaghan and Law 

 

In favour of Cr Howe 
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For Crs Ferguson, Harriman, Lund, Middlemiss, Howe and Gibson 

 

Cr Howe, having received the absolute majority of votes in favour, was duly 
elected Deputy Mayor. 

 
 

Executive Summary: 

The role of a Deputy Mayor is not constituted in the same manner as that of the 
Mayor. In order for an office of Deputy Mayor to be in place, Council must first 
resolve that there is to be that position on Council.  

Historically, Latrobe City Council has appointed a Deputy Mayor and it is 
recommended to continue with this arrangement as the position provides 
deputising functions to the Mayoral role and enhances the leadership of the 
Councillor group. 

If Council resolves to elect a Deputy Mayor, the same procedure as outlined for the 
Election of the Mayor is to occur except that:  

 the Mayor is to chair the election of the Deputy Mayor; and  

 any reference to the Mayor in that Sub-Rule is to be taken as a reference to 
the Deputy Mayor.  

  

 

Declaration of Interests: 

Officers preparing this report have declared they do not have a conflict of interest in 
this matter under the provisions of the Local Government Act 2020. 

Supporting Documents: 

Nil. 

 

Attachments 
Nil 



 

Special Council Meeting Minutes  
20 November 2020 (SM556) 

 

 

Agenda Item:  6.4 

Agenda Item: Presentations 

Sponsor: Chief Executive Office  

Council Plan Objective: Grow the civic pride of our municipality and solidify 

Latrobe City's image as a key regional city. 

Status: For Information  

         

 

The newly elected Mayor and Deputy Mayor spoke regarding their incoming terms.  
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Agenda Item:  6.5 

Agenda Item: Meeting Close 

Sponsor: Chief Executive Office  

Council Plan Objective: Grow the civic pride of our municipality and solidify 

Latrobe City's image as a key regional city. 

Status: For Information  

         

 

At the close of the meeting, the newly elected Mayor thanked those present for 
attending, including those who viewed the live stream of the meeting.  
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There being no further business the meeting was declared closed at 6.29pm. 

 

I certify that these minutes have been confirmed. 

 

 

Mayor: ________________________________________ 

 

Date:    ________________________________________ 
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