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1. OPENING PRAYER 

Our Father who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done on earth as it is in Heaven.  Give us this day our daily 
bread, and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 
against us, and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  For 
the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 

2. ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF THE TRADITIONAL OWNERS OF THE 
LAND 

I would like to acknowledge the traditional owners upon whose land we 
are meeting on today, the Gunaikurnai people and pay my respects to 
their Elders past and present.  
  
If there are other Aboriginal people/Elders present I would also 
acknowledge them. 
 

3. APOLOGIES AND LEAVE OF ABSENCE 

4.  DECLARATION OF CONFLICT OF INTEREST 

5.  ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS  

Councillors may raise any formal acknowledgements that need to be 
made at this time, including congratulatory or condolences. 
 

6. PUBLIC QUESTION TIME 

Members of the public who have registered before 12.00 Noon on the day 
of the Council meeting are invited to speak to an item on the agenda or to 
ask a question of the Council.  
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7. ITEMS REFERRED BY THE COUNCIL TO THIS MEETING FOR 
CONSIDERATION 

7.1 ADOPTION OF THE COUNCILLOR CODE OF CONDUCT 

General Manager  Corporate Services  
         

For Decision  

 

PURPOSE 

Councillors have been engaged in a process to review the Councillor 
Code of Conduct (Code) as required in recent legislative changes. This 
report presents the revised Code for adoption by Council.  

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

The Council is required to review and adopt an amended Councillor Code 
of Conduct due to legislative changes in the Local Government Act 1989. 

All Councillors have participated in the review process, and the proposed 
Code is presented for adoption.  

A number of changes and inclusions have been made, including: 

 Provision of an internal resolution procedure 

 Provisions covering when a Councillor becomes a prospective 
candidate or nominates as a candidate for a State or Federal election 

 Clarification as to what Council officers may assist with in relation to 
Councillors determining if they have a Conflict of Interest 

 Provision of the written declarations that Councillors sign after the 
Code has been adopted 

 Provision of a dispute resolution checklist to assist the internal 
resolution procedures 

 Updated extracts from the Local Government Act 1989 

 Formatting changes (including minor changes to wording, numbering 
and inclusion of a table of contents) 

Councillors must make a written declaration that they will abide by the 
Code within one month of the Code being adopted.  

 

RECOMMENDATION 

That Council: 

1. Adopts the Councillor Code of Conduct  with an effective date 
of 09 June 2016; and 

2. Notes that with the adoption of this Councillor Code of 
Conduct, that any previous versions are now rescinded.  
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DECLARATION OF INTEREST 

No officer declared a conflict of interest under the Local Government Act 
1989 in the preparation of this report. 

STRATEGIC FRAMEWORK 

This report is consistent with Latrobe 2026: The Community Vision for 
Latrobe Valley and the Latrobe City Council Plan 2013-2017. 

Latrobe 2026: The Community Vision for Latrobe Valley 

Strategic Objectives - Governance 

Latrobe City Council Plan 2013 - 2017 

Theme and Objectives 

Theme 3: Efficient, effective and accountable governance 

BACKGROUND 

Under changes to the Local Government Act 1989 (Act) arising from the 
Local Government Amendment (Improved Governance) Act 2015, every 
Victorian Council is now required, by law, to undertake a process of 
reviewing and amending their Code.  Each Council must then, at a Special 
Meeting of Council (called solely to deal with their revised Code), accept 
into Council a revised Code reflective of the councillor conduct reform 
amendments contained in the revised Act.   

This is a time sensitive matter. Each Victorian Council must, by law, have 
their revised Code adopted prior to 04 July 2016.  A Special Council 
Meeting must be called for the sole purpose of adopting the Code prior to 
this date. 

Within one month of that revised and compliant Code being accepted into 
Council, each councillor must sign an individual, written declaration (to be 
witnessed and co-signed by the CEO), stating they will abide by the 
revised Code.  Under the revised Act, Councillors who do not make their 
written declaration within that timeframe are automatically disqualified from 
standing as councillor and their office of councillor shall automatically 
lapse.   

The review process began with an introductory presentation by Macquarie 
Lawyers on 04 April 2016 with Councillors. As discussed during that 
presentation, the next phase was to hold a Councillor information and 
consultation workshop. The workshop was held on Monday, 09 May 2016. 

The workshop was the forum for all Councillors to have their comments 
and queries addressed in order to help shape, and to agree in principle, 
the contents of a new Code for Councillors. A revised Code was provided 
and discussed with Councillors at a briefing held on 30 May 2016. It has 
now been prepared for adoption of Council.  
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KEY POINTS/ISSUES 

The proposed Code: 

 sets out the standards of conduct expected of elected 
representatives; 

 endeavours to foster good working relations between Councillors to 
enable Councillors to work constructively together in the best 
interests of the local community; and 

 mandates Councillor conduct designed to build public confidence in 
the integrity of local government. 

A number of changes have been included in the proposed Code to ensure 
compliance with the new legislative requirements under the Act, as well as 
suggestions by Councillors on the standards of conduct expected.  

Changes include: 

 Inclusion of an internal resolution procedure 

 Provisions covering when a Councillor becomes a prospective 
candidate or nominates as a candidate for a State or Federal election 

 Clarification as to what Council officers may assist with in relation to 
Councillors determining if they have a Conflict of Interest 

 Inclusion of the written declarations that Councillors sign after the 
Code has been adopted 

 Inclusion of a dispute resolution checklist to assist the internal 
resolution procedures 

 Updated extracts from the Local Government Act 1989 

 Formatting changes (including minor changes to wording, numbering 
and inclusion of a table of contents) 

RISK IMPLICATIONS 

Risk has been considered as part of this report and it is considered to be 
consistent with the Risk Management framework.  

If Council does not adopt a Code for Councillors by the required date, 
there may be ramifications for the Council.  

FINANCIAL AND RESOURCES IMPLICATIONS 

There are no financial or resource implications with the adoption of the 
new Code of Conduct. Workshops and advice received have been 
accommodated within operational budgets.  

INTERNAL/EXTERNAL CONSULTATION 

The review of the Code commenced in April 2016 with Councillors. 
Workshops have been undertaken and feedback incorporated into the 
Code. 
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There is no requirement under the Local Government Act 1989 (Act) for 
community consultation to occur, and given the timeframes required for 
compliance to the Act, it is not recommended.  

The Code will be made available on Council’s website and available for 
inspection at Council offices once adopted.  

OPTIONS 

Council has the following options: 

1. To adopt the Councillor Code of Conduct as presented; 

2. To adopt the Councillor Code of Conduct with amendments; 

3. To not adopt the Councillor Code of Conduct at this time, but 
requesting further changes and a new Special Council meeting prior 
to the 04 July 2016 to be arranged. 

CONCLUSION 

The Councillor Code of Conduct has been reviewed in accordance with 
requirements under the Local Government Act 1989 and is presented for 
adoption by Council.  

SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS 

Proposed Councillor Code of Conduct (with marked up changes) 
 

Attachments 

1. Councillor Code of Conduct 
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