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1. Opening Prayer 
 
The Opening Prayer was read by the Mayor. 
 
Recognition of Traditional Landholders 
 
The Recognition of Traditional Landholders was read by the Mayor. 
 
 
2. Apologies for Absence 
 
Cr Graeme Middlemiss - Rintoull Ward 
 
 
3. Declaration of Interests 
 
Cr Kam declared an interest in item 10.1 – Petition requesting the 
development of skate park in Glengarry, as she has signed the petition. 
 
 
4. Adoption of Minutes 
 
Moved: Cr White 
Seconded: Cr Price 
 
That the Minutes of the Ordinary Council Meeting, relating to those items 
discussed in open Council, held on 1 September 2008 (CM 276) be adopted. 
 
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
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5.1 TRANSPORT 
 
Mr Bill Barber asked the following question: 
 
Question 
 
It was reported in the media that no Councils in the Gippsland provided a 
submission to the Transport Summit held in Melbourne last August. 
 
Given the need to keep pressure on Commonwealth and State 
Governments to duplicate the Traralgon / Sale section of the Princes 
Highway, possible additional train services between the same two regions 
using a single carriage ‘Sprinter Train’ and developing the Gippsland 
Inland Freight site as a transport interchange, if the Latrobe City did not 
provide a submission – why not? 
 
Answer 
 
The Mayor responded that the question will be taken on notice with the 
answers provided in writing and also included in the Minutes of this 
meeting (see below). 
 
 
Our Ref: DataWorks No. 339962 
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16 September 2008 
 
Mr William Barber 
1 Dublin Place 
TRARALGON  VIC  3844 
 
 
Dear Mr Barber 
 
PUBLIC QUESTION TIME RESPONSE 
 
Thank you for your question during public question time on Monday, 
15 September 2008: 
 
Question - Transport Summit - Victorian Government 
“It was reported in the media that no Councils in the Gippsland area 
provided a submission to the Transport Summit held in Melbourne last 
August. 
Given the need to keep pressure in State & Commonwealth 
Governments to duplicate the Traralgon/Sale section of the Princes 
Highway, possible additional train services between the same two 
regions using a single carriage “Sprinter Train” and developing the 
Gippsland Inland Freight site as a transport interchange, if the Latrobe 
City did not provide a submission- why not?” 
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It is my understanding that Transport Summits were held across Victoria, 
during August and September, to assist the Victorian Government in 
developing the Victorian Transport Strategy.  
 
The Gippsland Transport Summit was held on 5 August 2008 at Century 
Inn where the Minister for Roads and Ports explained to attendees that 
the aim of the Gippsland Summit was to seek Gippsland views on the 
development of the Victorian Transport Strategy.  He also advised that 
the Gippsland session was the first consultation session to occur in the 
State.  Latrobe City Council Mayor, Councillor and Officers attended the 
Summit and took the opportunity to provide a broad range of feedback 
direct to the Minister and Departmental staff.  As the Victorian Transport 
Plan is in its development stage, submissions have not been called for.  
One would imagine that this would occur post the release of a draft 
paper. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
BRUCE LOUGHEED 
Mayor 
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5.2 HARD RUBBISH 

 
Mrs Linda Reid asked the following question: 
 
Question 
 
Will the Council survey residents on hard rubbish – this could be a 
combined ‘phone poll’ or cast a ballot at Council office or vote ‘online’ – 
strike off name from electors role to avoid double voting.  It can be done 
over a two week period at the cost of ‘hundreds rather than thousands of 
dollars’. 
 
Can Latrobe City Council then implement the outcome of the survey 
provided that WorkSafe don’t ban hard waste services altogether? 
 
Will Latrobe City Council cost a kerb side hard rubbish collection service 
to assist the community in its decision making? 
 
Answer 
 
The Mayor responded that the question will be taken on notice with the 
answers provided in writing and also included in the Minutes of this 
meeting (see below). 
 
 
 
Our Ref: DataWorks No. 
BL:MP 

 
 
23 September 2008 
 
 
Ms Linda Reid 
15 Quigley Crescent 
CHURCHILL  VIC  3842 
 
 
Dear Ms Reid 
 
HARD WASTE COLLECTION SERVICE 
 
Thank you for your questions regarding the provision of a kerbside hard 
waste collection service received on 15 September 2008.  Latrobe City 
Council is awaiting the release of the ‘Guide to the Safe Collection of 
Hard Waste’ by the Victorian Work Cover Authority (WorkSafe).  We 
have been informed by WorkSafe that the release of this document is 
likely to be within the next 4 to 6 weeks. 
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Unfortunately until this guide is released and full clarification of any 
future hard waste collection service is provided by WorkSafe, Latrobe 
City Council is unable to provide you with a substantive answer to your 
questions, relating to cost, extent of service or the level of liability 
Council is prepared to undertake. 
 
You no doubt are aware that until the final document is reviewed, 
Latrobe City Council is offering an interim hard waste collection service.  
This service is a booked service offered in November 2008 and April 
2009.  The full cost of the service is $60 per collection or a reduced fee 
of $30 for pensioners and health care card holders. 
 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
 
 
BRUCE LOUGHEED 
Mayor 
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10.1 PETITION REQUESTING THE DEVELOPMENT OF SKATE PARK 
IN GLENGARRY 

 FILE NO: NA  
AUTHOR: General Manager Built and Natural Environment Sustainability 
(ATTACHMENT - YES) 

  
1. PURPOSE 

 
The purpose of this report is to present Council with a petition 
received requesting the development of a skate park in 
Glengarry and request that the petition be considered as part of 
the development of the Skate Park and BMX Track Plan that is 
currently under preparation. 
 
 

2. POLICY IMPLICATIONS 
 
This report is consistent with Council’s Latrobe 2021 vision 
document and the Council Plan 2008-2012. 
 
Latrobe 2021 and Council Plan 2008-2012 
 
Strategic Objective - Liveability 
 
“To promote and support social, recreational, cultural and 
community life by providing both essential and innovative 
amenities, services and facilities within the municipality.”   
 
Strategic Action – Develop and maintain high quality recreation 
facilities in partnership with the community.     
 
 

3. BACKGROUND 
 
A petition was received on 12 August 2008, containing 
approximately 400 signatures and 18 letters of support, 
requesting the development of a skate park in Glengarry. 
 
In January 2008 Latrobe City Council engaged consultants to 
undertake community consultation and site assessments to 
develop a skate park and BMX track plan to guide the future 
provision of these facilities within the municipality. Currently 
there are seven dirt BMX tracks and six skate facilities provided 
for the community by Latrobe City Council.  
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A draft plan was prepared by the consultants and presented to 
Council officers. Upon receipt, it was identified that further 
investigation and work was required on the plan prior to it being 
presented to Council for consideration. This further 
investigation and work is currently being completed to provide 
information on the distribution, standard and priorities for the 
provision of these facilities across the municipality. 
 
 

4. ISSUES 
 
Latrobe City Council receives regular requests for the 
development of skate and BMX facilities in various areas 
across the municipality.  There is no adopted Council 
document or policy that provides guidance on the distribution or 
provision of these facilities. It may therefore be premature to 
allocate resources to any one particular skate park prior to 
Council consideration of a Skate Park and BMX Track Plan. It 
is anticipated that a draft plan will be ready for Council to 
consider in November 2008.  
 
There appears to be little value in laying this petition on the 
table. A more considered response to the petitioners would be 
possible once the draft plan has been adopted by Council. 
Along with professional opinion and other consultation, the 
views of the petition can be considered as input to the draft 
plan. 
 
 

5. FINANCIAL AND RESOURCES IMPLICATIONS 
 
An allocation of $100,000 has been made in the 2008/09 
capital works program towards implementing the highest 
priority actions from the skate and BMX track plan.  
 
 

6. INTERNAL/EXTERNAL CONSULTATION 
 
Engagement Method Used: 
 
Site inspections, community meetings and surveys 
 
Details of Community/Consultation Results of Engagement: 
 
The consultation completed towards the development of the 
skate BMX track plan indicated support for the development of 
additional facilities and the upgrading of existing sites. 
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7. OPTIONS 

 
Options available to Council include: 
 
1. Support the proposed development of a skate park in 

Glengarry prior to the adoption of the skate park BMX 
track plan.   

2. Inform the head petitioner that the allocation of funds 
towards the development of a skate facility in Glengarry 
will be addressed through the adoption of a skate park 
and BMX track plan. 

3. Lay the petition on the table and present a further report 
to the ordinary council meeting on 6 October 2008.   

 
 

8. CONCLUSION 
 
The development of new a skate facility needs to be 
considered in terms of the provision of facilities across the 
municipality.  Guidance on the provision of skate and BMX 
facilities will be provided through the skate park BMX track plan 
that is currently being prepared for Council consideration. 
 
 

9. RECOMMENDATION 
 
1. That Council agrees to not lay the petition on the 

table, relating to the development of a skate facility in 
Glengarry, and agrees to deal with the petition at this 
Ordinary Council Meeting. 

2. That the petition requesting the development of a 
skate facility in Glengarry be considered through the 
development and adoption of the skate park and BMX 
track plan. 

3. That the head petitioner be advised of Council’s 
decision in relation to the petition requesting the 
development of a skate facility in Glengarry. 

 
 
Moved: Cr Lloyd 
Seconded: Cr Caulfield 
 
That the Recommendation be adopted. 
 
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
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Suspension of Standing Orders 
 
Moved: Cr White 
Seconded: Cr Zimora 
 
That Standing Orders be suspended to allow members of the gallery to 
address Council in support of their submissions. 
 
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 
Standing Orders were suspended at 7.04 pm 
 
 
Mrs Linda Reid addressed Council in relation to Item 11.3.1 – Hard Waste Service 
update report and answered questions put to her. 
 
 
The Mayor thanked Mrs Reid for addressing Council and for her submission. 
 
 
 
Resumption of Standing Orders 
 
Moved: Cr White 
Seconded: Cr Wilson 
 
That Standing Orders be resumed. 
 
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 
Standing Orders were resumed at 7.20 pm 
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11.3.1 HARD WASTE SERVICE UPDATE REPORT 
AUTHOR: General Manager Built and Natural Environment Sustainability 
(ATTACHMENT – NO) 

  
1. PURPOSE 

 
The purpose of this report is to provide Council with updated 
information regarding the trialed Hard Waste Collection Service 
introduced in September 2007. 
 
 

2. POLICY IMPLICATIONS 
 
This report is consistent with Council’s Latrobe 2021 vision 
document and the Council Plan 2008-2012. 
 
Latrobe 2021 and Council Plan 2008-2012 
 
Strategic Objective - Sustainability 
 
To promote the responsible and sustainable care of our diverse 
built and natural environment for the use and enjoyment of the 
people who make up the community of Latrobe Valley.  To 
provide leadership and to facilitate a well connected, inter-
active economic environment in which to do business. 
 
Strategic Action - Natural Sustainability 
 
Develop facilities to manage waste which enhance the 
desirability for economic development within Latrobe City. 
 
Key Priority 
 
Collect and process waste in accordance with the waste 
management strategy. 
 
Policy/Strategy: Latrobe City Waste Management Principles: 
 
1. Latrobe City will advocate the following waste hierarchy. 

 Avoidance; 
 Re-use; 
 Recycling; 
 Recovery of energy; 
 Treatment; 
 Containment; 
 Disposal. 
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2. Latrobe City will strive to be a leader in the management 
of solid waste.  The disposal behaviour exhibited by the 
Latrobe City organisation shall be equal to or greater than 
what we expect from the community. 

3. Latrobe City will apply the principles of Ecologically 
Sustainable Development (ESD) when developing 
infrastructure, services and action relating to waste 
management.  ESD principles are: 
 Inter-generational Equity; 
 Intra-generational Equity; 
 Conservation of Biodiversity; 
 Precautionary Principle; and 
 Global issues. 

4. Latrobe City acknowledges that the waste generator will 
be responsible for choosing the appropriate disposal 
option and the costs associated with that disposal choice. 

5. Latrobe City will ensure that the actual costs of waste 
treatment are applied to that service. 

6. Latrobe City will advocate the need for greater 
manufacturer’s responsibility in material management. 

7. Latrobe City will be an active regional partner and will 
consider the regional benefit to social, economic and 
environmental aspects in the development of waste 
management services and infrastructure. 

8. Latrobe City will ensure that it moves to a greater 
emphasis on material management by ensuring that 
available data on the quality of waste is obtained to 
determine its appropriate treatment. 

9. Latrobe City will develop treatment objectives for handling 
municipal solid waste.  Where appropriate Latrobe City 
will provide services and infrastructure to support these 
treatment objectives. 

10. Latrobe City will continue to identify opportunities for 
reducing the volume of waste deposited to landfill.  

 
 

3. BACKGROUND 
 
The Hard Waste Project Review Group was established in 
2006 to re-evaluate the decision to suspend the provision of a 
kerbside hard waste collection service.  The project review 
group consisted of Councillors, community representatives, 
Council officers and WorkSafe representatives. 
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The group held a series of meetings to investigate options for 
the reinstatement of an appropriate hard waste service.  The 
review group agreed on a preferred model for the provision of a 
service that included the provision of transfer station vouchers 
and an optional at-call service.  Council subsequently endorsed 
the recommendations of the project review group and resolved 
as follows at the 19 March 2007 Ordinary Council Meeting: 
 
1. That the following hard waste service be provided, 

commencing in the 2007/08 financial year: 
 Provision of three vouchers, valued at $8 each, to all 

ratepayers in the waste collection areas. 
 Vouchers to be distributed to ratepayers with the 

rates notices. 
 Increase the Waste Service Charge by $24 above 

the CPI increase of $5, to cover the cost of the 
vouchers. 

 Amend the transfer station fees to equate to 
multiples of $8 for ease of use of the vouchers. 

 Allow residents to dispose of all material accepted 
by the transfer stations, with the utilisation of 
vouchers. 

 Allow residents to book an at-call hard waste 
collection service limited to the items on the 
approved list, and a maximum quantity of 1.5 cubic 
metres. 

 The at-call service to cost residents $43 in addition 
to the three vouchers. 

 Subsidise pensioners and health card holders for the 
at-call service by $13 on the assumption that only 
90% of vouchers will be utilised. 

 This would result in an at-call service for pensioners 
and health card holders being $30 in addition to the 
three vouchers. 

 Provide for two separate months in the year for 
residents to book an at-call service – possibly 
October and April. 

 Continue to provide the two free green waste 
disposal weekends, with one of them being in the 
lead up to the fire season. 

2. That the hard waste project review group meet on a 3 to 4 
monthly basis, following commencement of the hard 
waste service, to monitor and review the hard waste 
service. 
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The trial hard waste collection service was operated in 
accordance with the Council resolution from 1 September 
2007.  Numerous complaints were received between the time 
the vouchers were issued and the meeting of the Hard Waste 
Review Group on 30 October 2007.  A further report was 
presented to Council on 19 November 2007 to consider the 
groups recommendations. 
 
It was noted that the Hard Waste Review Group was divided in 
its opinion on the provision of a hard waste collection service 
and that the service should be modified to provide a more 
equitable option for the community. 
 
Council resolved at the Ordinary Council Meeting held on 
19 November 2007 to amend the service as follows: 
 
a) Return any unused vouchers by 1 May, 2008 and receive 

a credit for the commensurate amount. 
b) Utilise the vouchers as part payment for the at-call 

kerbside hard waste collection service as booked to date 
or the at-call kerbside hard waste collection service 
planned for April, 2008. 

c) Utilise vouchers at Council operated Transfer Stations 
throughout the 2007/08 financial year. 

 
Officers intended to report on the results of voucher at the 
earliest possible Council Meeting following the expiry of the 
issued vouchers. 
 
 

4. ISSUES 
 
Latrobe City Council intends to provide all data relating to the 
use, refund or non-redemption of the issued vouchers. 
 
There has been extensive use of the vouchers at the Transfer 
stations prior to their expiry on 31 August 2008.  Latrobe City 
Council is in the process of recording and analysing the data to 
provide meaningful advice of the results. 
 
Results of this analysis will be available for Council’s 
consideration on 6 October 2008. 
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5. FINANCIAL AND RESOURCES IMPLICATIONS 

 
The financial and resource implications of the trial Hard Waste 
Service will be detailed in the Hard Waste Analysis Report, to 
be provided to Council at the Ordinary Council Meeting to be 
held on 6 October 2008. 
 
 

6. INTERNAL/EXTERNAL CONSULTATION 
 
Engagement Method Used: 
 
Latrobe City Council has utilised the following methods of 
engagement; Print Media, Link, personal letters, independent 
consultants and focus groups. 
 
Details of Community/Consultation Results of Engagement: 
 
Latrobe City officers have received many representations 
regarding the former service.  Officers have been active in 
requesting guidance and providing input to the provision of 
future kerbside hard waste services within the state of Victoria. 
 
 

7. OPTIONS 
 
Options relating to the trialled Hard Waste Service will be 
tabled in the forthcoming Hard Waste Analysis Report. 
 
 

8. CONCLUSION 
 
The analysis of the trial Hard Waste Collection Service offered 
in the 2007/08 financial year will inform Council as to the use of 
the vouchers. 
 
The results are likely to give an insight into areas Council can 
best provide future services related to the collection and 
disposal of bulky waste material generated by the community. 
 
 

9. RECOMMENDATION 
 
That Council considers the Hard Waste Analysis Report at 
the Ordinary Council Meeting to be held on 6 October 2008. 
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Moved: Cr White 
Seconded: Cr Caulfield 
 
That the Recommendation be adopted. 
 
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
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11.6.1 AUTHORISATION OF COUNCILLORS FOR CERTIFICATION OF 
2007-2008 FINANCIAL, STANDARD AND PERFORMANCE 
STATEMENTS 
AUTHOR: Acting General Manager Governance 
(ATTACHMENT – YES) 

  
1. PURPOSE 

 
The purpose of this report is to seek Council’s approval in 
principle to the 2007/2008 financial, standard and performance 
statements and to authorise two Councillors, on behalf of the 
Council, to certify the financial, standard and performance 
statements for the year ended 30 June 2008 in their final form. 
 
 

2. POLICY IMPLICATIONS 
 
This report is consistent with Council’s Latrobe 2021 vision 
document and the Council Plan 2008-2012. 
 
Latrobe 2021 and Council Plan 2008-2012 
 
Strategic Objective - Governance 
 
To ensure governance and leadership through a strong 
commitment and adherence to democratic and legislative 
requirements. 
  
Strategic Action- Ensure compliance with the Local 
Government Act. 
 
Policy No. GEN-COS – Audit Policy  
 
The audit policy defines the role of the audit committee which 
includes assisting Council in the discharge of its responsibilities 
for financial reporting. 
 
 

3. BACKGROUND 
 
The Local Government Act 1989 requires Council to prepare 
an annual report that includes a report on its operations for the 
completed financial year.  The annual report includes audited 
financial, standard and performance statements.  The auditor 
must not sign the auditor’s report concerning the financial, 
standard and performance statements unless Council has 
completed the certification of the statements in the manner 
prescribed in the Local Government Act 1989 and the Local 
Government (Financial and Reporting) Regulations 2004. 
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4. ISSUES 

 
The annual report, including the audited financial, standard and 
performance statements, must be lodged with the Minister 
within three months of the end of the financial year, which is by 
30 September 2008. 
 
Under the provisions of the Local Government Act 1989, a 
Council cannot submit its financial, standard and performance 
statements to the Auditor-General or the Minister unless a 
resolution has been passed by Council authorising two 
Councillors to certify the financial statements in their final form. 
 
Once the auditor’s report has been received by Council, public 
notice will be given in accordance with Section 131 (12) of the 
Local Government Act 1989 and the auditor’s reports will be 
made available for inspection at all Council offices. 
 
Similarly, once the Annual Report has been submitted to the 
Minister for Local Government, public notice will also be given 
advising that the Annual Report can be inspected at all Council 
offices.  In accordance with Section 134 of the Local 
Government Act 1989 a meeting of Council will be held as 
soon as practicable, to consider the annual report, within the 
time required by the regulations, being one month after 
providing the annual report to the Minister 
 
 

5. FINANCIAL AND RESOURCES IMPLICATIONS 
 
The subject reports are in respect of the Council’s financial 
position and operations for the year ended 30 June 2008.  
There are no financial or resource implications. 
 
 

6. INTERNAL/EXTERNAL CONSULTATION 
 
Engagement Method Used: 
 
Councillors Middlemiss and White are the Council appointed 
members of the Audit Committee and attended the meeting 
held on 4 September 2008 where the Audit Committee 
reviewed and discussed the draft financial, standard and 
performance statements and provided their endorsement for 
Council approval in principle. 
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Staff from the Victorian Auditor General’s Office, who 
conducted the Latrobe City audit, attended the audit committee 
meeting on 4 September 2008.  They tabled a closing audit 
report to the audit committee which concluded that the financial 
reports of Latrobe City Council do present fairly in all material 
aspects. 
 
 

7. OPTIONS 
 
This process is a legislative requirement which Council is 
required to comply with. 
 
 

8. CONCLUSION 
 
As Councillors Middlemiss and White are the appointed 
members of Council’s Audit Committee and involved in the 
review of the financial, standard and performance statements, 
it is appropriate that they be the nominated to certify the 
financial, standard and performance statements, on behalf of 
Council. 
 
The recommendations below are necessary to comply with 
statutory requirements of the Local Government Act 1989 and 
the Local Government (Financial and Reporting) Regulations 
2004. 
 
 

9. RECOMMENDATION 
 
1. That Council, in accordance with Section 131 (7) and 132 

(6) of the Local Government Act 1989, gives its approval 
in principle to the 2007/2008 financial, standard and 
performance statements. 

2. That Council, in accordance with Section 131 (8) and 132 
(7) of the Local Government Act 1989, authorises 
Councillors Darrell White and Graeme Middlemiss to 
certify the financial, standard and performance statements 
on behalf of Council for the year ended 30 June 2008 in 
their final form. 
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Moved: Cr White 
Seconded: Cr Price 
 
1. That Council, in accordance with Section 131 (7) and 132 (6) of the 

Local Government Act 1989, gives its approval in principle to the 
2007/2008 financial, standard and performance statements. 

2. That Council, in accordance with Section 131 (8) and 132 (7) of the 
Local Government Act 1989, authorises Councillors Darrell White and 
Bruce Lougheed to certify the financial, standard and performance 
statements on behalf of Council for the year ended 30 June 2008 in 
their final form. 

 
 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 
 
 
. 
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11.6.2 DOCUMENTS PRESENTED FOR SIGNING AND SEALING 
AUTHOR: Acting General Manager Governance 
(ATTACHMENT - NO) 

  
 Lease Agreement between Latrobe City Council and 

VicTrack for the land described as Railway Lot 79 at 
Morwell for the Consideration of $3,920 per annum plus 
GST, payable annually in advance. 

 Lease Agreement between Latrobe City Council and 
VicTrack for the land described as Railway Lot 8 at Moe 
together with right of way access over Railway Lot 89 at 
Moe for the Consideration of $1,560 per annum plus GST, 
payable annually in advance. 

 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
1. That Council authorises the Chief Executive Officer to sign 

and seal the Lease Agreement between Latrobe City 
Council and VicTrack for the land described as Railway 
Lot 79 at Morwell for the Consideration of $3,920 per 
annum plus GST, payable annually in advance. 

2. That Council authorises the Chief Executive Officer to sign 
and seal the Lease Agreement between Latrobe City 
Council and VicTrack for the land described as Railway 
Lot 8 at Moe together with right of way access over 
Railway Lot 89 at Moe for the Consideration of $1,560 per 
annum plus GST, payable annually in advance. 

 
 
Moved: Cr Price 
Seconded: Cr Zimora 
 
That the Recommendation be adopted. 
 
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 
 
 

 
 
 
. 
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11.6.3 PLACE NAME PROPOSAL - BALFOUR RESERVE, MOE 
AUTHOR: Acting General Manager Governance 
(ATTACHMENT – YES) 

  
1. PURPOSE 

 
The following report presents for Council’s consideration a 
proposal for the naming of the municipal purpose reserve, 
located at Parkside Drive and Lloyd Street, Moe. 
 
 

2. POLICY IMPLICATIONS 
 
This report is consistent with Council’s Latrobe 2021 vision 
document and the Council Plan 2008-2012. 
 
Latrobe 2021 and Council Plan 2008-2012 
 
Strategic Objective - Governance 
 
To ensure governance and leadership through a strong 
commitment and adhere to democratic processes and 
legislative requirements. 
 
Strategic Action - Ensure compliance with other relevant 
legislation. 
 
Policy No. - There is no specific policy relating to Road Name 
or Place Name Changes.  The procedure is specified by the 
Geographic Place Names Act and Guidelines. 
 
 

3. BACKGROUND 
 
Council has received a suggestion by a community member 
(attached) that the unnamed municipal purpose reserve located 
at Parkside Drive and Lloyd Street, Moe be named Jim Balfour 
Park. 
 
This reserve was created on Plan of Subdivision PS 441953 
when the former Moe High School site was subdivided into 
residential allotments in 2003. 
 
The former Moe High School hall/gymnasium fronting Truscott 
Road was named Balfour Hall in recognition of James Charles 
Murray Balfour, former School Councillor and former Member 
of the Legislative Assembly for Morwell and Narracan and 
Liberal Government Minister.  A short history of Mr Balfour’s 
career is attached to this report. 
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A Building Approvals Permit to demolish Balfour Hall was 
issued on November 2001, with demolition occurring thereafter. 
 
 

4. ISSUES 
 
The Guidelines for Geographic Place Names specify that 
Councils, as naming authorities, have two major areas of 
responsibility: 
 
1. the investigation and determination of geographic place 

names of local significance. 
2. the notification of new or altered names to the Registrar 

for official mapping data and other purposes. 
 
In doing so Council must give consideration to the 17 principles 
contained in the guidelines when determining Victorian place or 
feature names.  The following principles apply to this 
application: 
 
Principle 1 – Responsibility for naming 
As this is a place of local significance Council is the 
responsible naming authority. 
 
Principle 3 – Linking the name to the place 
Based upon the above history it can be seen that Mr Balfour 
has a historical link to the former Moe High School site. 
 
Principle 7 – Duplication of names 
With the exception of the demolished Balfour Hall, there is no 
other place within Latrobe City that contains the name “Balfour” 
on the Register of Geographic Place Names (Vicnames). 
 
The following entries appear in the adopted Latrobe City 
Register of Public Roads: 
 
 Balfour Place, Churchill; and 
 Balfour Street, Newborough. 
 
It is noted that Vicnames has recorded places containing the 
name Balfour in two adjoining municipalities.  These are: 
 
 Balfour Swamp – Wellington Shire; and 
 James Balfour Oak Tree Park – Baw Baw Shire. 
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Consideration has been given to the merits of the terms ‘park’ 
and/or ‘reserve’.  It is suggested that the use of ‘reserve’ will 
reduce potential confusion with Balfour Place.  It is anticipated 
that the naming of Balfour Reserve will not cause any 
confusion with either the street names or the adjoining 
municipalities. 
 
Principle 10 – Consultative process 
Should Council proceed and invite public comment on the 
proposal to name the municipal purposes reserve it will satisfy 
this principle. 
 
Principle 13 – Commemorative names 
Naming authorities should not name places after living 
persons, unless exceptional circumstances apply.  As Mr 
Balfour died in 1990 the proposal will not conflict with this 
principle. 
 
Principle 17 – Preserving a record of place names’ origins 
Details will be collected from various sources to support the 
proposal. 
 
Following consultation and resolution to name the reserve, it 
will be necessary for Council to prepare an application to the 
Registrar of Geographic Names to have the unnamed 
municipal purposes reserve recorded in the Vicnames register.  
 
It is suggested that if a plaque or signage is erected that 
reference is made to the fact that this reserve was the site of 
the former Moe High School. 
 
 

5. FINANCIAL AND RESOURCES IMPLICATIONS 
 
The costs associated with this proposal are minimal, being the 
cost of advertising the proposal. 
 
In the event the reserve is named, expenditure for either a sign 
or plaque would be incurred. 
 
 

6. INTERNAL/EXTERNAL CONSULTATION 
 
Engagement Method: 
 
Should the proposal be accepted Public Notices will be placed 
in the Latrobe Valley Express. The Moe Historical Society will 
be specifically invited to discuss the proposal. 
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Details of Community/Consultation Results of Engagement: 
 
Similar to the provisions of Section 223 of the Local 
Government Act 1989 it is proposed to give public notice of 
Council’s intention to consider naming the reserve Balfour 
Reserve.  Any objections would be considered at a subsequent 
Council meeting. 
 
The suggested reserve name has been discussed with a 
representative of the Balfour family.  This representative 
consulted other members of the family and has advised that 
the family supports the proposed naming of the reserve. 
 
 

7. OPTIONS 
 
Council has the following options: 
 
1. To resolve to commence the statutory process to name 

the municipal purpose reserve, located at Parkside Drive 
and Lloyd Street Moe; or 

2. To resolve not to proceed with the statutory process to 
name the municipal purpose reserve, located at Parkside 
Drive and Lloyd Street Moe which will require no further 
action. 

 
 

8. CONCLUSION 
 
Based upon the above information it is recommended that 
Council supports in principle the naming of the municipal 
purpose reserve, located at Parkside Drive and Lloyd Street, 
Jim Balfour Reserve. 
 
To allow the general public to have input into the naming of the 
reserve it is suggested that Council now gives public notice of 
its intention to consider the proposal and invite comment. 
 
 

9. RECOMMENDATION 
 
1. That Council gives support, in principle, to the 

naming of the municipal purpose reserve, located at 
Parkside Drive and Lloyd Street, Moe, Jim Balfour 
Reserve. 
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2. That Council gives public notice of its intention to 
consider the proposal to the naming of the municipal 
purpose reserve located at Parkside Drive and Lloyd 
Street, Moe, Jim Balfour Reserve and seeks public 
comment. 

3. That Council considers any submissions received in 
relation to the proposal to name the municipal 
purpose reserve, located at Parkside Drive and Lloyd 
Street, Moe, Jim Balfour Reserve at the Ordinary 
Council Meeting to be held on 15 December 2008. 

4. That, if no objections are received, an application to 
be made to the Registrar of Geographic Names to 
register the municipal purpose reserve, located at 
Parkside Drive and Lloyd Street, Moe with Jim Balfour 
Reserve as a place name. 

5. That, if the application to the Registrar of Geographic 
Names to register the municipal purpose reserve, 
located at Parkside Drive and Lloyd Street, Moe with 
Jim Balfour Reserve as a place name is successful 
that an appropriate plaque or sign be erected 
including reference to this reserve having formerly 
been the site of the Moe High School. 

 
 
Moved: Cr Price 
Seconded: Cr White 
 
That the Recommendation be adopted. 
 
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
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ATTACHMENT - E-MAIL TO CR. ANTHONY ZIMORA 22 MAY 2008 
 
 

Dear Sir  
   
We live in Parkside Drive, Moe which happens to be the former High School site.  
When it was a High School a plaque was erected in honour of Jim Balfour 
adjacent to Balfour Hall.  
   
I feel that it would be nice to continue to honour him as it is called Balfour Park but 
it appears that the original plaque has disappeared.  I have approached the City of 
Latrobe, the Moe Historical Society, Regional Education Office in Moe, former 
Principal of Moe High School and Lowana College without results.  
   
I then approached M. May of the Make Moe Glow group who suggested that I 
approach you.  I just wonder if you would be interested and possibly get Council 
to arrange for a new plaque to be erected in his honour.  I feel that Jim Balfour is 
part of our history and it would be nice to remember him this way especially 
seeing the estate is named in his honour.  
 
Yours faithfully  
Pat Bur  
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ATTACHMENT – JAMES CHARLES BALFOUR HISTORY 
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ATTACHMENT – BALFOUR RESERVE 
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13. TEA BREAK 
 
Adjournment of Meeting 
 
The Mayor adjourned the Meeting at 7.25 pm for a tea break. 
 
 
Resumption of Meeting 
 
The Mayor resumed the Meeting at 7.40 pm. 
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Moved:  Cr Zimora 
Seconded: Cr Price 
 
That this Meeting now be closed to the public to consider the following 
items which are of a confidential nature, pursuant to Section 89(2) of the 
Local Government Act 1989. 
 

Items 
Reasons under s.89(2)  

of the LGA 
14.1 Adoption of Minutes 
14.2 Confidential Items 

Other – s.89(2)(h) 
Other – s.89(2)(h) 

14.3 Moe Activity Centre Plan - implementation update Proposed developments – 
s.89(2)(e) 

14.4 Streetscaping of Church Street, Morwell from Princes 
Drive to Buckley Street 

Contractual – s.89(2)(d) 

14.5 Chief Executive Officer's Performance Review 2007/08 Personnel matters – s.89(2)(a) 
and/or Contractual – s.89(2)(d) 

 
 
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 
The Meeting closed to the public at 7.41 pm. 
 
 


