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1. OPENING PRAYER 

 The Mayor opened the meeting and welcomed all present. 
 
2. ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF THE TRADITIONAL OWNERS OF THE 

LAND 

The Mayor acknowledged the traditional owners of the land on which we 
meet and paid respect to their Elders past and present. 
Acknowledgements were also offered for any other Aboriginal people / 
Elders present. 

3. APOLOGIES AND LEAVE OF ABSENCE  

 Nil 
 
4.  DECLARATION OF CONFLICT OF INTEREST 

Cr Harriman declared a direct interest under Section 77B  of The Local 
Government Act 1989 in respect to Item 17.2 Contract Variations and 
Contracts Awarded by the Chief Executive Officer for the period 1 January 
2016 to 31 March 2016. 
 
Cr White declared an interest, not being a Conflict of Interest in respect to 
Item 14.1 Proposed Livestock Selling Facility. 
 

5.  ADOPTION OF MINUTES  

MOTION 
 
Moved:  Cr Gibson 
Seconded:  Cr Harriman 
  
That the minutes of the Ordinary Council Meeting held on 11 April 2016 
be confirmed. 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 

  
6.  ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS   

6.1 PARALYMPICS SELECTION 

Cr Harriman acknowledged and congratulated local resident, Emily 
Beecroft on her selection for the Rio Paralympics. 

 

6.2 ANZAC DAY SERVICES 

Cr Harriman acknowledged and congratulated the local RSLs for 
the outstanding turn outs received for events held to 
commemorate ANZAC Day. 
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6.3 ANZAC DAY PARTICIPATION - LATROBE CITY BAND 

Cr Harriman acknowledged and congratulated the Latrobe City 
Band for their participation at most of the ANZAC Day services. 

 

6.4 PRESENTATION OF CERTIFICATE - REACTIVATE LATROBE 

Cr Harriman presented a framed certificate to the Mayor, that 
acknowledged Councils’ support for the Get Sunflowered project in 
the 2015/16 financial year.  

 

7.  PUBLIC QUESTION TIME 

7.1 PUBLIC SPEAKERS 

MOTION 
 
Moved:  Cr Gibson 
Seconded:  Cr White 
  
That Council suspend standing orders to hear speakers at this point in 
time. 
 
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 

Council suspended standing orders at 6:06 pm. 

The following persons spoke on an item on the agenda: 
 
14.2 Planning Application 2015/267- Use and Development of Land for a 

Dwelling within the Farming Zone at 25 Jumbuk Road Yinnar 

 Mr Brian Williams 

MOTION 
 
Moved:  Cr Gibson 
Seconded:  Cr Harriman 
  
That Council resumes standing orders. 
 
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 

Standing Orders resumed at 6:14 pm. 
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8. ITEMS HELD OVER FOR REPORT AND/OR 
CONSIDERATION/QUESTIONS ON NOTICE 

Council 
Meeting 

Date 
Item Resolution 

 
Status Update 

City Development 

06 May 2013  
 

City 
Development 

 
 

Latrobe City 
International 
Relations Advisory 
Committee - 
Amended Terms 
of Reference 

(continued 
below) 

That the item be deferred 
pending further 
discussion by Councillors 
relating to the Terms of 
Reference. 

Item on hold pending 
Council’s review of 
Committees. 

A further report will be 
presented to Council once 
the review is complete. 

05 February 2016 
Manager Arts & Events is 
preparing a submission for 
the Tourism Advisory Board 
to consider options to 
broaden the scope of the 
Terms of Reference to 
include matters relating to 
Major Events.  The 
submission will be presented 
to the Advisory Board 
meeting scheduled for April. 

10 March 2016 
On the 12 January 2016, 
The Latrobe City 
International Advisory 
Committee approved the 
Draft Latrobe City 
International Relations 
Advisory Committee Terms 
of Reference for the 
consideration of Council. 

18 March 2016 
A report will be presented to 
Council which recommends 
adoption of the new terms of 
reference for the 
International Advisory 
Committee which is currently 
scheduled for 11 April 2016, 
following the Briefing held In 
February 2016. 
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Council 
Meeting 

Date 
Item Resolution 

 
Status Update 

06 May 2013  
 

City 
Development 

 
 

Latrobe City 
International 
Relations Advisory 
Committee - 
Amended Terms 
of Reference 

(continued) 

That the item be deferred 
pending further 
discussion by Councillors 
relating to the Terms of 
Reference. 

08 April 2016 
Council have requested 
further information in relation 
to the "Presentation of 
Advisory Committee Terms 
of Reference for Adoption" 
which includes the Latrobe 
City Council International 
Relations Advisory 
Committee 
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Council 
Meeting 

Date 
Item Resolution 

 
Status Update 

14 
September 

2015 
 

City 
Development 

 
 

Consideration of 
the 
Recommendations 
of the Panel 
Report for C87 
 
(continued 
below) 
 

That Council defer the 
Consideration of the 
recommendations of the 
Panel Report for C87 
until the following have 
taken place: 

1. That Council 
communicates with the 
Premier to organise a 
meeting with the EPA, 
interested Councillors, 
relevant Council 
Officers, Australian 
Paper and relevant 
stakeholders to discuss 
Urban Amenity Buffer 
solutions 

 

05 February 2016 
A Councillor Briefing with 
EPA and Australian Paper 
took place on 1 February 
2016 to discuss the urban 
amenity buffer. 

09 March 2016 
EPA, AP and LCC met with 
Tyers landowners on 03 
March 2016, and will 
organise to meet with the 
Traralgon West, Morwell 
North and community groups 
on 21 March 2016.  

The draft Risk Assessment 
has been received and 
reviewed by Council 
Officers.  

A Councillor Briefing was 
held on 07 March 2016 to 
discuss the Risk 
Assessment report. 

A second Councillor Briefing 
will be organised with 
DEDJTR regarding their 
position on coal buffers and 
the AGL Work Plan variation. 
This date will be 
communicated to Councillors 
once confirmed. 

30 March 2016 
EPA, AP and LCC met with 
the Traralgon West, Morwell 
North and community groups 
on 23 March 2016.  

A second Councillor Briefing 
has been organised with 
DEDJTR on 18 April 2016. 
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Council 
Meeting 

Date 
Item Resolution 

 
Status Update 

14 
September 

2015 
 

City 
Development 

 
 

Consideration of 
the 
Recommendations 
of the Panel 
Report for C87 
 
(continued) 
 

As above 14 April 2016 
A Councillor Briefing has 
been scheduled for the 9 
May 2016 to discuss the 
options and 
recommendations for 
progressing Amendment 
C87. Following the 
Councillor Briefing it is 
anticipated a Council report 
will be presented at the 23 
May 2016 Ordinary Council 
Meeting for a decision on 
Amendment C87. 
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Council 
Meeting 

Date 
Item Resolution 

 
Status Update 

06 July 2015 
 

City 
Development  

 
 

Latrobe 
Performing Arts 
and Convention 
Centre Review 
(continued 
below) 

That Council: 

1. Adopt the Review of 
the Latrobe Performing 
Arts and Convention 
Centre Feasibility 
Study and Business 
Case June 2015.  

2. Consider the Latrobe 
Performing Arts and 
Convention Centre as 
two separate projects 
– Latrobe Performing 
Arts Centre and 
Latrobe City 
Convention Centre. 

3. In relation to the 
Latrobe Performing 
Arts Centre: 

a) Confirms the site of 
the existing Latrobe 
Performing Arts 
Centre in Traralgon 
as the site for the new 
Latrobe Performing 
Arts Centre. 

b) Undertake a detailed 
business case for the 
Latrobe Performing 
Arts Centre including 
a strong evidence 
base for the new 
facility and 
confirmation of key 
design elements. 

c) Engage a specialised 
theatre design 
consultant to confirm 
key design elements 
and complete a 
functional design brief 
to detail costs of the 
Latrobe Performing 
Arts Centre. 

05 February 2016 
In relation to the Latrobe City 
Convention Centre, a project 
brief will be prepared in the 
first half of 2015/16 to 
engage a consultant to 
undertake investigation to 
confirm potential demand for 
a dedicated convention 
centre. It is envisaged that 
this will be completed in the 
2015/16 financial year, 
subject to budget approval by 
Council. 

A further report will be 
presented to Council at this 
time and depending on the 
outcome of the demand 
analysis, a business case 
including establishment of a 
working group will be 
progressed. 

A consulting team has been 
appointed and work is 
underway on the full 
business case, concept 
designs and applications for 
the National Stronger 
Regions Fund and Victorian 
Regional Jobs and 
Infrastructure Fund. 

A Project Reference Group 
has been established, with 
key community stakeholders, 
representatives of Regional 
Development Australia and 
Creative Victoria, Councillors 
and Council Officers to 
review and provide feedback 
on the submission elements 
through the development 
process. 
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Council 
Meeting 

Date 
Item Resolution 

 
Status Update 

06 July 2015 
 

City 
Development  

Latrobe 
Performing Arts 
and Convention 
Centre Review 
(continued) 

d) Allocate $200,000 from 
the 2015/16 Financial 
Year surplus to 
develop the Latrobe 
performing arts 
business case and 
functional concept 
design.  

e) Establish a 
representative 
community working 
group to steer the 
business case and 
design for the Latrobe 
Performing Arts 
Centre. 

f) Receive a report 
pending the outcome 
of the funding 
submission to the 
National Stronger 
Regions Fund – Round 
2. 

g) Continue to liaise with 
the Victorian and 
Commonwealth 
governments in 
relation to potential 
funding opportunities. 

05 February 2016 
Following the Councillor 
Briefing on Wednesday 27 
January, a report will be 
presented to Council on 
Monday 08 February ahead 
of the submission being 
lodged with the State 
Government. 
 
10 March 2016 
Following the appointment of 
Williams Boag Pty Ltd 
Architects in December 
2015, a Business Case and 
Functional Concept Design 
has been prepared in relation 
to what is now called the 
Latrobe Creative Precinct.  
The Precinct incorporates a 
new Latrobe Performing Arts 
Centre, outdoor event 
spaces, educational and 
vocational training facilities 
and a digital learning hub; in 
addition to the existing 
Library and Service Centre 
and Maternal and Child 
Health Centre.  
Applications for funding have 
been prepared and lodged 
with the State Government 
and Federal Governments, 
following Council's resolution 
to provide $10 million 
towards the project.  
If successful, Council will 
move to the preparation of 
detailed planning for the new 
Precinct in coming months.  
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Council 
Meeting 

Date 
Item Resolution 

 
Status Update 

06 July 2015 
 

City 
Development  

Latrobe 
Performing Arts 
and Convention 
Centre Review 
(continued) 

As above 20 April 2016 
On Wednesday 20 April 
Minister for Regional 
Development Jaala Pulford 
announced State Funding of 
$10 million towards the 
Latrobe Creative Precinct.  

A decision is now awaited on 
Council's submission for a 
further $10 million from the 
Federal Government's 
National Stronger Regions 
Fund. 
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Council 
Meeting 

Date 
Item Resolution 

 
Status Update 

06 July 2015 
 

City 
Development  

Latrobe 
Performing Arts 
and Convention 
Centre Review 
(continued) 

4. In relation to the 
Latrobe City 
Convention Centre: 

a) Confirms Morwell as 
the location of the 
Latrobe City 
Convention Centre. 

b) Undertakes further 
detailed analysis and 
investigation to 
confirm potential 
demand for a 
dedicated convention 
centre in Latrobe City. 

c) Establish a 
representative 
community working 
group, to steer the 
business case and 
design for the Latrobe 
City Convention 
Centre. 

d) Allocate funding in 
future budgets to 
assist with the 
development of a 
business case and 
functional concept 
design for the Latrobe 
City Convention 
Centre.  

e) Investigate funding 
options for the 
Latrobe City 
Convention Centre. 

27 July 2015 

That Council:  

1. Receives a report 
outlining State 
Government funding 
opportunities and 
recommendations on 
applying for funding 
through National 
Stronger Regions 
Fund Round 3. 

In relation to the Latrobe City 
Convention Centre, a project 
brief will be prepared late in 
the first half of 2015/16 to 
engage a consultant to 
undertake investigation to 
confirm potential demand for 
a dedicated convention 
centre. It is envisaged that 
this will be completed in the 
2015/16 financial year, 
subject to budget approval by 
Council. 
A further report will be 
presented to Council at this 
time and depending on the 
outcome of the demand 
analysis, a business case 
including establishment of a 
working group will be 
progressed. 
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Council 
Meeting 

Date 
Item Resolution 

 
Status Update 

26 October 
2015 

 
City 

Development 
 
 

2015/20 - 
Traralgon Court 
House Status 
Update 

That a report be brought 
back to Council on the 
status of the plans for the 
Traralgon Court House. 

That the report includes: 

(a) the options on how 
Council proposes to 
fund the plans; and 

(b) the actions for 
2015/16 and any 
actions proposed for 
2016/17 

Officers will prepare a report 
for Council meeting in  May 
 
05 February 2016 
Preparation of report is on 
schedule. 
 

26 October 
2015 

 
City 

Development 
 
 

Economic 
Development 
Engagement Plan 

That Council: 

1. Approves the 2015/16 
Economic Development 
Engagement Plan to 
improve information 
sharing and active 
communication with 
Council staff, investors, 
government, business 
and industry leaders. 

2. Receives quarterly 
reports during the 
2015/16 financial year on 
the activities of the 
Economic Development 
Engagement Plan, and 

3. Receives a report in 
September 2016 
detailing the annual 
results of the Economic 
Development 
Engagement Plan. 

05 February 2016 
The Economic Development 
Engagement Plan Quarterly 
report was presented to 
Council in February 2016. 
Report to be presented to the 
Ordinary Council Meeting on 
29 February 2016. 
 
09 March 2016 
The next quarterly report will 
be presented to Council in 
May 2016. 

The annual report will go to 
Council for consideration in 
September 2016. 
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Council 
Meeting 

Date 
Item Resolution 

 
Status Update 

07 December 
2015 

 
City  

Development 
 
 

Federation 
University 
Australia 
Gippsland 
Campus Initiatives 
with Taizhou, 
China 
 
(continued 
below) 

That Council: 

1. Supports the 
consideration of an 
allocation of Council 
resources to 
complement the 
Gippsland Campus of 
Federation University 
Australia proposed 
initiatives with Latrobe 
City’s Sister City, 
Taizhou China. 

2. Requests a further 
report be brought back 
in 2016, in accordance 
with the Sister Cities 
Policy. 

Email correspondence has 
recently taken place with the 
Taizhou Foreign Affairs 
Officer in relation to a 
proposed Educational 
Marketing Campaign in 
Taizhou and also a possible 
Taizhou Foreign Affairs 
Officer secondment for 8 
weeks in February/March 
2016. However, due to time 
constraints it is unlikely that 
the secondment will come to 
fruition.  

Initial feedback on the 
marketing campaign was 
positive; we are waiting to 
hear more information in 
coming weeks. Positive 
feedback from the Taizhou 
Foreign Affairs office 
indicates that the Federation 
University marketing 
campaign in Taizhou is a real 
possibility. Further 
conversation will be held 
once Dr Harry Ballis returns 
from overseas in late 
January. 

05 February 2016 
Contact will be made this 
month with Dr Ballis. 

09 March 2016 
Correspondence has been 
sent to the Taizhou 
Government. Further 
information will be provided 
once a response is received. 
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Council 
Meeting 

Date 
Item Resolution 

 
Status Update 

07 December 
2015 

 
City  

Development 
 
 

Federation 
University 
Australia 
Gippsland 
Campus Initiatives 
with Taizhou, 
China 
 
(cont’d)  

That Council: 

3. Supports the 
consideration of an 
allocation of Council 
resources to 
complement the 
Gippsland Campus of 
Federation University 
Australia proposed 
initiatives with Latrobe 
City’s Sister City, 
Taizhou China. 

4. Requests a further 
report be brought back 
in 2016, in accordance 
with the Sister Cities 
Policy. 

10 March 2016 
During April 2016, Federation 
University Australia, 
Gippsland Campus is 
embarking on another 
marketing campaign to 
Taizhou, China. The purpose 
of the visit will be to further 
progress the collaborative 
partnerships with Taizhou 
Polytechnic, Taizhou 
University and Taizhou High 
Schools with the aim of 
establishing programs and 
exchanges for mutual 
benefits. 

The delegation is planned for 
18th to 22 April 2016, will 
focus on finalising 
collaborative partnership 
initiatives, showcase 
Federation University 
Australia Gippsland and 
Latrobe City as a destination 
of choice for Taizhou 
students and their families. 
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Council 
Meeting 

Date 
Item Resolution 

 
Status Update 

07 December 
2015 

 
City  

Development 
 
 

Planning Scheme 
Amendment C85 - 
Crinigan Road, 
Morwell 

That Council: 
 
1. Defer the consideration 

of Amendment C85 
until advice has been 
received from the 
landowner on how they 
wish to proceed with 
the amendment.    

2. That a report outlining 
the next steps be 
presented to Council 
no later than 30 
October 2016.  

3. Advises those persons 
who made written 
submissions to 
Amendment C85 of 
Council’s decision 

The land owner has been 
advised of Council’s 
decision, and are now 
considering their options. No 
further action will be 
undertaken until further 
advice from the landowner 
has been received. 
 
05 February 2016 
The landowner (Hancock 
Victorian Plantations) has 
been contacted recently and 
has advised they are yet to 
make a decision pending a 
future HVP Board meeting. 
Further advice from the 
landowner is expected by the 
end of March. 

30 March 2016  
The landowner (Hancock 
Victorian Plantations) have 
advised that they require 
more time to consider their 
options. The HVP Board 
have requested further 
information be sought prior to 
a decision being made. 
Further advice from HVP is 
expected in the coming 
months. 

08 April 2016 
Submitters to Amendment 
C85 were notified of 
Council's resolution on 11 
December 2015. 
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Council 
Meeting 

Date 
Item Resolution 

 
Status Update 

21 March 
2016 

 
City 

Development 

Community 
Amenity Local 
Law No 2 2015 
Consideration of 
Submissions 

That Council:  
1. Notes and considers 

all submissions 
received in relation to 
the proposed draft 
Community Amenity 
Local Law No.2 2015; 

2. Requests a further 
report be presented no 
later than 20 June 
2016 that identifies any 
changes to the 
proposed draft 
Community Amenity 
Local Law No.2 
through consideration 
of these submissions; 

3. That an amended draft 
Community Amenity 
Local Law No.2 2015 
be put out to the public 
for consultation for a 
period of four weeks; 
and 

4. A meeting is arranged 
with the submitters to 
discuss any alterations 
to the draft Community 
Amenity Local Law 
No.2. 

24 March 2016 
Council has noted and 
considered all submissions 
received in relation to the 
proposed draft Law. 3 
submitters spoke, specifically 
against section 94 - 
recreational vehicles & 
permits. 
A further report will be 
presented to Council in May 
that identifies any changes to 
the proposed law. 
The amended draft Local 
Law 2 2015 can then be put 
to the public for consultation 
for a four week period during 
June and a meeting will be 
arranged with the submitters 
to explain alterations to the 
proposed law. 
A report will then be 
presented to Council in July 
recommending that Council 
adopt the amended Local 
Law No 2. 
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Council 
Meeting 

Date 
Item Resolution 

 
Status Update 

Infrastructure & Recreation 

06 November 
2013 

 
Infrastructure 
& Recreation 

 

Latrobe Regional 
Motorsport 
Complex 

1. That Council requests 
the members of the 
Latrobe Regional 
Motorsports Complex 
Advisory Committee to 
investigate potential 
sites for the 
motorsports complex 
and to advise Council 
of any sites identified 
so that further 
investigation can be 
undertaken by Council 
officers. 

2. That Council officers 
meet with Energy 
Australia to discuss 
other possible sites for 
a motorsports complex 
on their land. 

3. That a further report 
be presented to 
Council at such time 
that site options have 
been investigated 

2015 
Initial advice from Energy 
Australia and HVP is that 
land is not currently available 
for this use. Officers 
continuing to work with both 
parties to identify potential 
sites for further investigation.  

An on-site meeting with Cr 
Middlemiss occurred in 
December 2014 to 
investigate further site 
options.  

Further evaluation will be 
undertaken of sites identified 
during on-site meeting.  

A briefing report and Council 
report will be presented in 
April 2016.  

30 March 2016 
Further evaluation will be 
undertaken of 10 sites 
identified during on-site 
meeting. 
A briefing report will be 
presented in May 2016. 

08 April 2016 
Officers have recently met 
with Cr. Middlemiss in 
relation to investigating a 
number of possible options 
for the development of a 
motorsports complex.  These 
ten sites are currently being 
assessed for their suitability.  
When this assessment is 
complete a further report will 
be presented to Council 
detailing and findings. 
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Council 
Meeting 

Date 
Item Resolution 

 
Status Update 

25 October 
2015 

 
Infrastructure 
& Recreation 

 
 

Petition Presented 
to Council in 
Regards to 
Raising the 
Temperature at 
Latrobe Leisure 
Moe Newborough 
(LLMN) One Day 
Per Week. 

That Council: 

1. Continues to heat the 
Latrobe Leisure Moe 
Newborough pool one 
day per week for the 
remainder of the 
2015/16 financial year. 

2. Requests a further 
report presented to 
council prior to the end 
of the financial year 
detailing the metrics of 
the extension to the 
heating of the pool for 
hydrotherapy. 

2015 
A further report, detailing the 
results of the trial, including 
any financial implications and 
attendances will be provided 
following the end of the trial 
period in July 2016. 
 
 

25 May 2015 
 

Infrastructure 
& Recreation 

 

Draft Tracks, 
Trails And Paths 
Strategy 

That Council: 

1. Releases the draft 
Tracks, Trails and 
Paths Strategy for a 
period of 6 weeks from 
Tuesday 26 May 2015 
to Friday 7 July 2015. 

2. Request a further 
report be presented to 
Council with the 
results of the 
community 
consultation process. 

09 March 2016 
The Tracks Trails and Paths 
Strategy and Implementation 
plan will be presented to 
Council in May 2016. 
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Council 
Meeting 

Date 
Item Resolution 

 
Status Update 

25 May 2015 
 

Infrastructure 
& Recreation 

 

Request to Air 
Condition Latrobe 
Leisure Stadium 
Facilities 
(continued 
below) 

That Council: 

1. Considers allocating 
funding in the 2016/17 
financial year for the 
installation of air 
handling systems at 
the following Latrobe 
Leisure facilities, 
Traralgon Sports 
Stadium, Latrobe 
Leisure Morwell, 
Latrobe Leisure Moe 
Newborough and 
Latrobe Leisure 
Churchill; 

2. Instructs Council 
Officers to undertake 
further investigation in 
relation to energy 
efficiency 
improvements, heat 
load reduction and air 
conditioning systems 
for the facilities; 

3. Identifies and allocates 
the funding for the 
investigations detailed 
in point 2 from savings 
from the 2014/15 
budget; 

4. Request a report be 
presented to Council 
prior to the 
development of the 
2016/17 budget 
detailing the results of 
the investigations 
detailed in point 3; 

2015 
Quotes are currently being 
requested for investigation in 
relation to energy efficiency 
improvements, heat load 
reduction and air conditioning 
systems for the facilities.    

Quotes are currently being 
requested for the provision of 
temporary air handling units 
for the BVC Event in 2016.   

A report is planned to be 
presented to the April 
Council Meeting. 

30 March 2016 
A report is planned to be 
presented to the June 
Council Meeting. 
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Council 
Meeting 

Date 
Item Resolution 

 
Status Update 

25 May 2015 
 

Infrastructure 
& Recreation 

 

Request to Air 
Condition Latrobe 
Leisure Stadium 
Facilities 
(continued) 

5. Instructs Council 
Officers to investigate 
the ability to hire, and 
the costs associated 
with, temporary air 
handling units for the 
BVC event in 2016; 

6. Consider the costs of 
item 5 is as part of the 
mid year budget 
review; and 

7. Advise Basketball 
Victoria Country of 
Councils’ decision. 

As above 
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Council 
Meeting 

Date 
Item Resolution 

 
Status Update 

27 July 2015 
 

Infrastructure 
& Recreation 

 
 

2015/15 - Request 
for Investigation 
into Traralgon 
Netball Court 
Resurfacing 

That Council engage an 
Independent investigator 
to investigate the 
Traralgon Netball Court 
resurfacing tender 
process including; 

1. The materials used 

2. The written Tender 
brief 

3. The overseeing 
process utilised and 
reporting details 

4. The report with all of 
these details be 
brought back to Open 
Council as soon as 
practical. 

2015 
Officers have not as yet 
engaged an independent 
investigator to investigate the 
Traralgon Netball Court 
resurfacing tender process. 
Council Officers are currently 
focused on finalising the 
remediation process with the 
Contractors who undertook 
the works. 

A project brief is currently 
being developed and quotes 
will be sought for the 
investigation during March.  
The investigation report will 
be provided to the Council 
Meeting in May 2016. 

We are currently negotiating 
with the Contractor who 
undertook the works for them 
to accept responsibility for 
the resurfacing.  Once we 
have clarified the contractors 
position the review will 
commence. 

08 April 2016 
The company have 
acknowledged that the 
repairs are their responsibility 
and the work is underway.   

An independent review will 
be arranged by end of 
financial year. 
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Council 
Meeting 

Date 
Item Resolution 

 
Status Update 

05 October 
2015 

 
Infrastructure 
& Recreation 

 

Waste 
Management 
Strategy 2010-
2017 Review 

That Council: 

1. Notes the review of 
the Waste 
Management 
Strategy 2010 – 
2017. 

2. Requests a further 
report to Council in 
relation to: 

• The Kitchen 
Organics trial in 
Churchill that was 
undertaken by 
Council in Latrobe 
City in 2012 

• The future 
provision of 
kerbside hard 
waste services in 
Latrobe City 

The report for Hard Waste 
Review will be tabled at the 
March 2016 meeting. 

The report for the Kitchen 
Organics Trial was presented 
at the 07 December 2015 
Council meeting. 

09 March 2016 
The Hard Waste Review 
report has been scheduled 
for the 11 April 2016 Council 
meeting. 

24 March 2016 
The Report has been 
rescheduled to a Councillor 
Briefing on 18 April 2016 
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Council 
Meeting 

Date 
Item Resolution 

 
Status Update 

05 October 
2015 

 
Infrastructure 
& Recreation 

 

Draft Play Space 
Strategy – 
Release for Public 
Exhibition 

That Council: 

1. Releases the draft 
Play Space Strategy 
for a period of 8 
weeks from Tuesday 
06 October 2015 to 
Friday 27 November 
2015. 

2. Request a further 
report be presented 
to Council with the 
results of the 
community 
consultation process. 

The draft Play Space 
Strategy is now on public 
exhibition until 27 November 
2015.  The draft Play Space 
Strategy can be found on 
Latrobe City Council’s “Have 
a Say” webpage.  Notices 
have been placed on the 
Council Noticeboard and an 
email has been sent to all 
identified stakeholders.  
Council officers will be 
present at the Children’s 
Expo in late October to 
further engage with the 
community. 

09 March 2016 
A further report will be 
presented to a Councillor 
Briefing on 09 May 2016, and 
the Ordinary Council Meeting 
on 23 May 2016. 

15 April 2016 
A further report will be 
presented to Council at the 
18 April 2016 Briefing 
Session and for Council 
endorsement at 23 May 2016 
Ordinary Council Meeting. 
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Council 
Meeting 

Date 
Item Resolution 

 
Status Update 

26 October 
2015 

2015/19 - Modular 
Design of Female 
Friendly Change 
Facilities 

That Council: 

1. Establish a working 
group consisting of a 
representative from 
the following 
organisations to 
develop a modular 
design that can be 
easily implemented to 
provide female 
change facilities 

• Three 
representatives from 
local community 
sporting clubs 

• Two reps from local 
sporting 
associations 

• Three nominated 
Councillors 

• A suitably 
experienced design 
consultant 

The final design be 
brought back to Council 
by March 2016. 

An update was included in 
the Councillor Bulletin on 18 
November 2015. 

An Expression of Interest 
process will be undertaken 
and report to Council to 
adopt the members of the 
working group. 

Information from Hume City 
Council is being obtained as 
they currently have portable 
female change facilities. 

A report is being presented 
to the 27 January 2016 
Councillor Briefing in relation 
to Committee representation. 

09 March 2016 
A further report will be 
presented to Council in April 
2016. 

15 April 2016 
A further report will be 
presented to Council at the 
18 April 2016 Briefing 
Session and for Council 
endorsement at 23 May 2016 
Ordinary Council Meeting. 
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Council 
Meeting 

Date 
Item Resolution 

 
Status Update 

Community Services 

18 February 
2013 

 
Community 

Services 
 

Affordable 
Housing Project – 
Our Future Our 
Place 

1. That Council proceeds 
to publically call for 
Expressions of Interest 
as a mechanism to 
assess the viability 
and interest in 
developing an 
affordable housing 
project on land known 
as the Kingsford 
Reserve in Moe.  

2. That a further report 
be presented to 
Council for 
consideration on the 
outcome of the 
Expression of Interest 
process for the 
development of an 
affordable housing 
project on land known 
as the Kingsford 
Reserve in Moe. 

Project review underway, 
almost at completion.   

09 March 2016 
A report will be presented to 
a Councillor Briefing in May 
2016 
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Council 
Meeting 

Date 
Item Resolution 

 
Status Update 

08 February 
2016 

 
Community 

Services 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Gippsland Train 
Services – 
Ongoing Service 
Issues 

That Council: 

1. Writes to the Premier, 
Daniel Andrews & 
Minister for Public 
Transport, Jacinta 
Allan, requesting an 
urgent meeting to 
discuss and seek 
action regarding the 
ongoing issues of 
service cancellations, 
disruptions and 
overcrowding 
impacting Latrobe 
Valley users of 
Gippsland train 
services. 

2. Requests that the 
Mayor seek the 
support of GLGN to 
undertake a Gippsland 
campaign to overcome 
the ongoing rail 
transport issues 
impacting on the 
region. 

3. Requests that a report 
be presented to a 
future Ordinary Council 
Meeting detailing the 
outcomes of these 
approaches and 
representations. 

11 February 2016 
A draft has been prepared 
and is in the process of 
being forwarded to the 
Mayor for his consideration. 

09 March 2016 
The letters are expected to 
be signed, and sent week 
ending 11 March 2016. 

18 April 2016 
Confirmed that letters were 
sent out on 10 March 2016 
to The Hon Daniel Andrews 
and The Hon Jacinta Allan. 
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Council 
Meeting 

Date 
Item Resolution 

 
Status Update 

Corporate Services 

05 December 
2011 

 
Corporate 
Services 

 

Investigation into 
Mechanisms 
Restricting the 
sale of Hubert 
Osborne Park 
Traralgon 

That a draft policy be 
prepared relating to 
Hubert Osborne Park 
and be presented to 
Council for consideration.  
 
26 October 2015 
That Council release the 
draft policy for 
community consultation 
for at least 28 days, and 
a report be brought back 
to Council 

Complete 
A Briefing occurred on 27 
April 2015, and a further 
briefing occurred on 10 
August 2015.   

The Policy was presented to 
Council for consideration on 
26 October 2015, where it 
was resolved to send the 
policy out for community 
consultation. 

Council has advertised in the 
Express and on Council’s 
website calling for public 
submissions into draft policy 
on Hubert Osborne Park. 

The advertisement 
commenced Monday 02 
November 2015.  

The policy will be released 
again for public comment in 
January 2016 to ensure the 
28 day period is met. 

A report will then be 
presented to Council in April 
2016. 

18 April 2016 
Policy adopted by Council 11 
April 2016 

Policy signed by CEO and 
registered in Agreement 
Register. 

Signed Policy emailed to 
Vicky Daddo to be uploaded 
to Council's website. 

Submissions acknowledged. 
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Council 
Meeting 

Date 
Item Resolution 

 
Status Update 

23 March 
2015 

 
Corporate 
Services 

 

2015/02 - Notice 
of Motion - Grants 
Acquittal 

That Council Officers 
conduct a review and 
prepare a report for 
Council detailing: 

1. The methods of 
acquittal currently 
used for all Council 
grants and other funds 
dispersed through 
Council to external 
entities or individuals 
on behalf of the State 
or Federal 
Government; 

2. Internal and external 
Legislation, 
Regulations and Policy 
Requirements around 
acquittal of such funds; 
and 

3. Council compliance 
obligations and best 
practice in regard to 
the acquittal of the 
above. 

The internal committee 
convened on 18 January 
2016 with a copy of the 
results of the audit 
undertaken. 

Further work has been 
identified in the audit on 
grant management which is 
currently under consideration 
by management.   This is 
anticipated to be tabled at 
the next Audit and Risk 
Committee meeting 
scheduled for March 2016. 

24 March 2016 
A report has been prepared 
for the Ordinary Council 
Meeting 11 April 2016. 

08 April 2016 
A meeting has been 
arranged for 27 April 2016 for 
a Councillor and Council 
Officers to discuss.  This 
report will be finalised for 20 
June 2016 Council Meeting, 
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Council 
Meeting 

Date 
Item Resolution 

 
Status Update 

21 March 
2016 

 
Corporate 
Services 

Improvements in 
Council 
Governance - 
Items Closed to 
the Public 

That Council:  
1. Receives and notes 

this report into the 
Improvements into 
Council Governance;  

2. Requests a report to 
be provided in the 
second half of 2016 
updating Council on 
the progress of 
implementing 
improvements; and 

3. Requests a report be 
prepared listing every 
matter considered by 
Council in 'Items 
Closed to the Public' 
since 2014. This report 
to be tabled at the next 
meeting of Council, 
and be based around 
the Public Agenda 
listing of each matter. 
The report to include 
the title of each item 
considered and the 
justification for the 
matter to be 
considered in 'Items 
Closed'. 

Complete 

24 March 2016 
A report has been prepared 
for the Ordinary Council 
Meeting 11 April 2016. 

13 April 2016 
A report was presented to 
the 11 April 2016 Ordinary 
Council Meeting. 
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Council 
Meeting 

Date 
Item Resolution 

 
Status Update 

11 April 2016 
 

Corporate 
Services 

Proposed Road 
Exchange - Fox 
and Fanckes 
Road, Boolarra 
South 

That Council:  
1. In accordance with 

Schedule 10 Clause 2 
and section 223 of 
the Local 
Government Act 1989 
(Act), authorise the 
commencement of 
the statutory 
procedures relating to 
Council’s intention to 
undertake a road 
deviation for part of 
Fox and Fanckes 
Road, Boolarra 
South. 

2. Receives written 
submissions and 
hears submissions on 
the proposal to 
undertake a road 
deviation for part of 
Fox and Fanckes 
Road, Boolarra 
South, from persons 
who have made a 
written request to be 
heard in person or by 
a party representing 
them as specified in 
their submission in 
accordance with the 
Act, at its Ordinary 
Meeting of Council on 
Monday, 20 June 
2016. 

18 April 2016 
A report will be prepared for 
the 20 June 2016 Ordinary 
Council Meeting. 
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Council 
Meeting 

Date 
Item Resolution 

 
Status Update 

11 April 2016 
 

Corporate 
Services 

Potential Sale of 
Land - Ryland 
Way, Moe South 

That Council:  
1. Gives public notice of 

its intention to consider 
the potential sale of a 
parcel of land currently 
fenced into 97 Ryland 
Way, Moe South, 
being Lot 1 on Title 
Plan 142956B and the 
land contained in 
Certificate of Title 
Volume 9920 Folio 
837, and invite 
submissions pursuant 
to Section 223 of the 
Local Government Act 
1989. 

2. Considers any 
submissions received 
regarding the potential 
sale of a parcel of land 
currently fenced into 
97 Ryland Way, Moe 
South, being Lot 1 on 
Title Plan 142956B 
and the land contained 
in Certificate of Title 
Volume 9920 Folio 
837, at its meeting to 
be held on Monday, 20 
June 2016. 

3. Notifies the owner of 
97 Ryland Way, Moe 
South, of its decision. 

18 April 2016 
A report will be prepared for 
the 20 June 2016 Ordinary 
Council Meeting. 
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Council 
Meeting 

Date 
Item Resolution 

 
Status Update 

11 April 2016 
 

Corporate 
Services 

2016/17 Draft 
Budget (Incl. Fees 
and Charges) and 
Strategic 
Resource Plan 
2016-2020 
 
(continued 
below) 

That Council:  
1. Confirms the proposed 

2016/2017 Budget 
annexed to this report 
as being the budget 
prepared by Council 
for the purposes of 
section 127 of the 
Local Government Act 
1989; and 

2. Authorises the Chief 
Executive Officer to: 
a. give public notice of 

the preparation of 
such budget in 
accordance with 
section 129 of the 
Local Government 
Act 1989; 

b. make such budget 
available for 
inspection at 
Council 
Headquarters, 
Service Centres and 
on Council’s 
website; and 

3. Hears any submissions 
in relation to such 
budget made in 
accordance with 
section 129 of the 
Local Government Act 
1989 at the Ordinary 
Meeting of Council to 
be held on Monday 23 
May 2016; and 

4. Gives notice of its 
intention to adopt such 
budget at a Special 
Meeting of Council to 
be held on Monday 6 
June 2016 at the 
Corporate 
Headquarters, Morwell; 
and 

18 April 2016 
A report to hear submissions 
will be prepared for the 
Ordinary Council Meeting on 
23 May 2016. 
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Council 
Meeting 

Date 
Item Resolution 

 
Status Update 

11 April 2016 
 

Corporate 
Services 

2016/17 Draft 
Budget (Incl. Fees 
and Charges) and 
Strategic 
Resource Plan 
2016-2020 
 
(continued) 

5. Confirms the proposed 
Strategic Resource 
Plan 2016-2020 
annexed to this report 
as being the Strategic 
Resource Plan 
prepared by the 
Council for the 
purposes of Section 
126 of the Local 
Government Act 1989; 
and 

6. Authorises the Chief 
Executive Officer to: 
a. Give public notice of 

the preparation of 
the Strategic 
Resource Plan 
2016-2020  in 
accordance with 
Section 126 of the 
Local Government 
Act 1989; and 

b. Make available for 
inspection the draft 
Strategic Resource 
Plan 2016-2020. 

As above 
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NOTICES OF MOTION
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9. NOTICES OF MOTION 

Nil reports 
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ITEMS REFERRED BY 
THE COUNCIL TO THIS 

MEETING FOR 
CONSIDERATION
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10. ITEMS REFERRED BY THE COUNCIL TO THIS MEETING FOR 
CONSIDERATION 

10.1 TRARALGON GREYHOUND RACING CLUB - LONG TERM 
LEASE 

General Manager  Corporate Services 
         

For Decision  

 

PURPOSE 

This report provides Council with an update on the specific lease terms 
and conditions contained in the proposed long term lease with the 
Traralgon Greyhound Racing Club for part of Glenview Park, Traralgon. 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

The Traralgon Greyhound Racing Club (TGRC) is requesting Council that 
revoke the existing long lease (expiry 30 June 2021) and grant a new 21 
year lease for part of Glenview Park, Traralgon. 

Glenview Park is Council owned freehold land that is jointly occupied by 
the Traralgon Greyhound Racing Club and the Latrobe Valley Racing 
Club, under separate lease agreements. 

Council, at the 14 September 2015 Council Meeting, resolved to enter into 
a 21 year lease agreement with the TGRC and consented to the TGRC 
entering into a 21 year sub-lease with Telstra Corporation Limited for part 
of Glenview Park, 66-110 McNairn Road, Traralgon (subject land); 

The proposed sub-lease would run concurrently with the proposed head 
lease between Council and the TGRC.  Note the Telstra sub-lease is 
conditional upon the signing of the head lease with TGRC. 

Provided for the information of Councillors is the draft Lease Schedules 1 
to 17 Terms and Special Conditions for consideration and adoption prior to 
the draft lease agreement being forwarded to the Traralgon Greyhound 
Racing Club for consideration. 
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RECOMMENDATION 
 
That Council: 

1. Endorses the in principle draft terms and special conditions 
prepared for the long term lease with  the Traralgon Greyhound 
Racing Club for part of Glenview Park, Traralgon, and  

2. Forwards a copy of the draft lease document to the Traralgon 
Greyhound Racing Club for consideration.  

3. Authorises the Chief Executive to revise and amend the draft terms 
and special conditions following comments from the Traralgon 
Greyhound Racing Club and subject to further advice from Council 
Officers that the outstanding issues have been resolved, sign the 
revised Lease with the Traralgon Greyhound Racing Club and 
sublease with Telstra for Glenview Park, McNairn Road, Traralgon. 

MOTION 
 
Moved:  Cr Harriman 
Seconded:  Cr Gibson 
  
That Council: 

1. Endorses the in principle draft terms and special conditions 
prepared for the long term lease with  the Traralgon 
Greyhound Racing Club for part of Glenview Park, Traralgon, 
and  

2. Forwards a copy of the draft lease document to the Traralgon 
Greyhound Racing Club for consideration.  

3. Requests the Chief Executive to revise and amend the draft 
terms and special conditions following comments from the 
Traralgon Greyhound Racing Club and subject to further 
advice from Council Officers that the outstanding issues have 
been resolved provide a report prior to the signing of the 
revised Lease with the Traralgon Greyhound Racing Club and 
sublease with Telstra for Glenview Park, McNairn Road, 
Traralgon. 

 
For: Crs Rossiter, White, Sindt, O'Callaghan, Middlemiss, 

Harriman, Gibbons and Gibson 
 
Against:  Cr Kam 
 

CARRIED 
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DECLARATION OF INTEREST 

No officer declared a conflict of interest under the Local Government Act 
1989 in the preparation of this report. 

STRATEGIC FRAMEWORK 

This report is consistent with Latrobe 2026: The Community Vision for 
Latrobe Valley and the Latrobe City Council Plan 2013-2017. 

Latrobe 2026: The Community Vision for Latrobe Valley 

Strategic Objectives - Recreation 

In 2026, Latrobe Valley encourages a healthy and vibrant lifestyle, with 
diversity in passive and active recreational opportunities and facilities that 
connect people with their community. 
 
Latrobe City Council Plan 2013 - 2017 
 
Theme and Objectives 

Theme 2: Affordable and sustainable facilities, services and recreation 

Theme 3: Efficient, effective and accountable governance 

Theme 4: Advocacy for and consultation with our community 
 
Strategic Direction  

 Develop and maintain community infrastructure that meets the needs 
of our community. 

 Ensure Latrobe City Council’s infrastructure and assets are 
maintained and managed sustainably. 

 Protect and celebrate the cultural heritage and historical character of 
Latrobe City. 

 
Legislation  

Local Government Act 1989 
Section 190 of the Local Government Act 1989 provides Council with the 
power to lease land subject to the following restrictions; 

(1) A Council’s power to lease any land to any person is limited to leases 
of a term of 50 years or less. 

(2) Subject to any other Act, if a Council leases any land to any person 
subject to any exceptions, reservations, covenants and conditions, it 
must comply with this section. 

(3) If the lease is to be- 

(a) for 1 year or more and- 

(i) the rent for any period of the lease is $50,000 or more a 
year; or 
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(ii) the current market rental value of the land is $50,000 or 
more a year; or 

(b) for 10 years or more; or 

(c) a building or improving lease- 

the Council must at least 4 weeks before the lease is made publish a 
public notice of the proposed lease. 

(4) A person has a right to make a submission under section 223 on the 
proposed lease. 

 
BACKGROUND 

Council, at the Ordinary Council Meeting held Monday 27 July 2015, 
considered in part the following: 

1. Moe Racing Club requested a new 21 year lease renewal for the 
Moe Racecourse, Joe Tabuteau Reserve, Moe. The current 21 year 
lease agreement will expire 31 July 2015, and 

2. TGRC requested Council revoke the existing long lease (expiry 30 
June 2021) and grant a new long term 21 year lease for part of 
Glenview Park, Traralgon, and 

3. TGRC requested authorisation to enter into a sub-lease with Telstra 
Corporation Limited for a telecommunications facility for part of 
Glenview Park, Traralgon. 

Council subsequently resolved the following: 

“That Council: 

1. In accordance with sections 190 and 223 of the Local Government 
Act 1989 (Act), authorise the commencement of the statutory 
procedures relating to Council’s intention to consider entering into 
respective long term 21 year leases with the Moe Racing Club, for 
part of Joe Tabuteau Reserve, Moe and the Traralgon Greyhound 
Racing Club for part of Glenview Park, 66-110 McNairn Road, 
Traralgon (subject lands) by giving public notice and inviting written 
submissions on the proposal.   

2. In accordance with sections 190 and 223 of the Local Government 
Act 1989 (Act), authorise the commencement of the statutory 
procedures relating to Council’s intention to consider allowing the 
Traralgon Greyhound Racing Club to enter into a long term 21 year 
leases with Telstra Corporation Limited for part of Glenview Park, 66-
110 McNairn Road, Traralgon (subject lands) by giving public notice 
and inviting written submissions on the proposal.   

3. Receive written submissions and hear submissions on the proposals 
to lease the subject lands from persons who have made a written 
request to be heard in person or by a party representing them as 
specified in their submission in accordance with the Act, at its 
Ordinary Meeting of Council on Monday, 14 September 2015.” 
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Public Notices were subsequently published inviting written submissions 
commenting on the proposed 21 year lease agreement. 

Council further considered the matter at the Council at the Ordinary 
Council Meeting held 14 September 2015, and resolved the following: 
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That Council: 

1. Having complied with sections 190 and 223 of the Local Government 
Act 1989: 

a. By giving public notice 

b. By considering submissions received 

2. Resolves to enter into a 21 year lease agreement with the Traralgon 
Greyhound Racing Club for part of Glenview Park, 66-110 McNairn 
Road, Traralgon (subject land), and  

3. Resolves to consent to the Traralgon Greyhound Racing Club 
entering into a 21 year sub-lease with Telstra Corporation Limited for 
part of Glenview Park, 66-110 McNairn Road, Traralgon (subject 
land); 

4. Requests that the agreement be brought back before Council for final 
ratification; and 

5. Advises the Traralgon Greyhound Racing Club of its decision. 

Council again considered the matter in Items Closed at the Council 
Ordinary Council Meeting held 7 December 2015 and determined that it 
would defer its decision on the lease with TGRC until the first meeting in 
2016. 

This additional time was required to resolve a number of issues that have 
impacted on the Latrobe Valley Racing Club (LVRC) and the overall 
amenity of the Council facility following the realignment of the greyhound 
track and redevelopment of facilities at Glenview Park. 

KEY POINTS/ISSUES 

As mentioned above, the realignment of the greyhound track and 
redevelopment of facilities created a number of issues.  These include the 
increased height of the greyhound track (compacted earth and barrier 
fence causing reduced track visibility), mounds of dumped soil, along with 
poor unfinished landscaping.  The TRIAX cable linking the elevated 
Steward Boxes with the Grandstand was dug up and severed and a 
section of the former sand (now ambulance track) has had the sand 
removed or covered with compacted soil and clay.  

These issues have now been resolved to the general satisfaction of the 
LVRC by the works being completed by the TGRC.  This includes: 

1. The ambulance track resurfaced from the southern side of the grass 
track crossing/entrance to the Greyhound facility to the northern 
section where the old harness track and ambulance track intersect. 
In addition, TGRC is also committed to a further resurfacing project 
from the crossing entrance to the end of the greyhound slipping runs, 
approximately 700 metres in length.  

2. The reinstatement of the TRIAX cables or an alternative system is 
currently being arranged by Greyhound Racing Victoria and Racing 
Victoria Limited in consultation with the LVRC. All parties are aware 
of the necessity to complete these works. 
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3. The old TGRC semaphore board, donated to the LVRC, is now fully 
commissioned and fully operational. 

4. The stockpile mound near the intersection of the ambulance track 
and harness track have been levelled. 

5. TGRC has already undertaken shrub planting in the area from the 
595 metre start to the 525 metre start, rear of the greyhound track 
visible to the old grandstand. In addition, TGRC has arranged for a 
contractor to create a garden bed area in the same area (595m back 
to the 525m) with further shrub planting and mulching to take place in 
the newly created garden bed area. 

It is noted that the recent planning permit (2013/263/A) issued for the 
TGRC contains Landscaping Conditions.  In particular, Condition 4 
requires “The landscaping shown on the endorsed plan must be 
maintained to the satisfaction of the Responsible Authority, including that 
any dead, diseased or damaged plants are to be replaced.”   

This requirement shall also be referenced in the lease agreement with the 
stipulation that the height of the plantings do not further interrupt the line of 
sight across the racecourse infield towards the back straight. 

As Council’s earlier concerns have been satisfied and the statutory 
requirements of Section 190 of the Local Government Act 1989 being 
undertaken, (i.e. giving public notice, inviting written submissions and 
resolving to enter into a 21 year lease with TGRC and a sub-lease with 
Telstra Corporation Limited), Council can now review the draft terms and 
conditions of the draft lease as detailed in Schedules 1 to 17.  Councillors 
are directed to Attachment 1 for a copy of the draft lease terms and 
conditions. 

Schedules 1 to 16 are general terms and conditions such as lease parties, 
term, rental, insurances, etc.  Schedule 17, has detailed specific terms and 
conditions such as maintenance responsibilities, general appearance, 
planning requirements and termination/expiry of lease. 

These schedules are presented for Council endorsement prior to 
forwarding to the TGRC for consideration. 

RISK IMPLICATIONS 

Risk has been considered as part of this report and it is considered to be 
consistent with the Risk Management framework.  

There is a risk that the TGRC do not agree with the terms and special 
conditions contained in the lease and refuse to sign the lease agreement.  
In this event it may be necessary to negotiate a compromise. 

The potential risk to the TGRC is in the event that Council does not grant a 
lease or grants a short-term lease.  The TGRC would lose security of 
tenure which has the potential to impact on the racing club’s viability and 
commitment for expansion/improvements. 
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Furthermore, the TGRC are unable to finalise the sub-lease with Telstra 
until such time as the head lease with Council has been executed. This 
will mean that Telstra will be unable to commence construction of the 
proposed telecommunication tower for which they have already been 
granted a planning permit. 

If Council was to rush the finalisation of this lease prior to the resolution of 
outstanding issues, Council’s bargaining power will be diminished and the 
facility may remain in a less than optimal condition. 

FINANCIAL AND RESOURCES IMPLICATIONS 

In accordance with section 190 of the Local Government Act 1989 Council 
has obtained an independent market valuation for the land only 

The TGRC will be responsible for payment of all outgoings, including: 
rates, charges and levies, water and sewerage rates, land tax if 
applicable, electricity, gas and fuel, telephone and insurance premiums. 

Subject to Council consideration, market rental revaluations will occur 
every three or five years. 

INTERNAL/EXTERNAL CONSULTATION 

Engagement Method Used: 

Officers have consulted with the contract licenced valuer relating to the 
basis and quantum of rental payable. 

Details of Community Consultation / Results of Engagement: 

Details of consultation are provided above. 

OPTIONS 

Council has the following options: 

1. Endorse the draft lease terms and special conditions, or  

2. Seek further amendments to the terms and special conditions of the 
draft lease. 

CONCLUSION 

Draft terms and special conditions have been prepared for a 21 year lease 
with the TGRC and are presented for Council consideration.  If endorsed, 
the draft lease agreement will be forward to the TGRC for consideration. 

SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS 

29 June 2015 Confidential Councillor Briefing – Item 9.3 

15 July 2015 Confidential Councillor Briefing – Item 9.3 

20 July 2015 Confidential Councillor Briefing – Item 9.4 

27 July 2015 Council Meeting – Item 12.4 

14 September 2015 Council Meeting – Item 9.2 

7 December 2015 Council Meeting – Items Closed 19.8 
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Attachments 

1. Draft Traralgon Greyhound Racing Club Terms & Special Conditions, Schedules 1 
to 17. (Published Separately) (Confidential) 
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CORRESPONDENCE
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11. CORRESPONDENCE 

Nil reports 
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PRESENTATION OF 
PETITIONS
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12. PRESENTATION OF PETITIONS 

Nil reports 
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CHIEF EXECUTIVE 
OFFICE
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13. CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICE 

Nil reports 
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CITY DEVELOPMENT
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14. CITY DEVELOPMENT 

14.1 PROPOSED LIVESTOCK SELLING FACILITY 

General Manager  City Development 
         

For Decision  

 

Cr White declared an interest not being a Conflict of Interest in respect to 
this item as he grazes cattle on his farming property. 

PURPOSE 

The purpose of this report is to seek Council’s approval for a pre-feasibility 
study into a proposed livestock selling facility in Latrobe City.  

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

In 2013, Council was approached by a group of local livestock agents 
seeking support to build a livestock selling facility in Latrobe City.  

A range of options for the establishment of the facility have been explored 
including seeking funding through the Victorian Government. Initial 
investigations concluded further information and evidence to support the 
proposed facility was required.  

With all external avenues exhausted, Council must now consider the 
potential to fund a feasibility study for the project.  

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

MOTION 
 
Moved:  Cr Kam 
Seconded:  Cr Sindt 
  
That Council lays this matter on the table.  
 
For: Crs Sindt, Kam and Harriman 
 
Against: Crs Rossiter, White, O'Callaghan, Middlemiss, Gibbons 

and Gibson 

LOST 
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MOTION 
 
Moved:  Cr Middlemiss 
Seconded:  Cr Gibbons 

That Council: 

1. Complete a pre-feasibility study into the establishment of a 
Livestock Sales Facility within the municipality.  

2. That a further report outlining the results of the pre-feasibility 
study be presented to Council. 

For: Crs Rossiter, White, Sindt, O'Callaghan, Middlemiss, 
Kam and Gibbons 

 
Against: Crs Harriman and Gibson 

CARRIED 

 

DECLARATION OF INTEREST 

No officer declared a conflict of interest under the Local Government Act 
1989 in the preparation of this report. 

STRATEGIC FRAMEWORK 

This report is consistent with Latrobe 2026: The Community Vision for 
Latrobe Valley and the Latrobe City Council Plan 2013-2017. 

Latrobe 2026: The Community Vision for Latrobe Valley 

Strategic Objectives - Economy 

The proposal of a new facility aligns with Latrobe 2026 and the Latrobe 
City Council Plan 2013 – 2017, in actively pursuing the diversification and 
expansion of business and local industry in the municipality. Equally, the 
Economic Sustainability Strategy 2011-2015 supports the development of 
well-planned infrastructure seen to enhance the marketability of the 
municipality to industries and investors. 
 
Latrobe City Council Plan 2013 - 2017 

Theme and Objectives 

Theme 1: Job creation and economic sustainability 
● Actively pursue long term economic prosperity for Latrobe City, one 

of Victoria’s four major regional cities 
● Actively pursue further diversification of business and industry in the 

municipality 
● Actively pursue and support long term job security and the creation of 

new employment opportunities in Latrobe City 
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BACKGROUND 

Officers have been in discussions with a group of local livestock agents, 
led by Mr Evenden since February 2013 to discuss the proposed livestock 
selling facility.  

Mr Evenden stated that the key drivers behind the need for a new facility 
were: 

 Warragul saleyards is privately owned and at capacity. 

 Baw Baw Shire Council will not commit to a new greenfield site. 

 Sale saleyards is owned by the Victoria Livestock Exchange and is 
currently under refurbishment to comply with current livestock selling 
standards. 

 Both Sale and Warragul saleyards are inadequate and to transport 
livestock to Koonawarra or Pakenham is over 80 kilometres and has 
significant cost implications for local farmers. 

 The local livestock industry has expressed their encouragement of a 
greenfield livestock selling facility to be located in Latrobe City. 

A formal letter was received from Novola Consulting requesting support for 
the proposal on 6 September 2013 (attachment one), this proposal was 
presented to Council on 21 October 2013. Council resolved the following: 

“That Council write to Nevola Consulting Pty Ltd, advising that in 
order to consider the proposed livestock selling facility, further 
information is required in the form of a detailed feasibility study 
including a cost benefit analysis and letters of support from identified 
stakeholders.” 

Following further discussions with the project proponents, a request to 
assist with costs associated in conducting a feasibility study was received. 
At the Ordinary Council meeting of Monday, 28 April 2014 Council 
resolved the following:  

“That Council seek funding contributions from the Victorian and/or 
Australian Governments to enable a scoping study into the 
development of a Livestock Sales Facility in Latrobe City.” 

Council wrote to the Victorian Government on 7 May 2014 (attachment 
two) requesting funding support to develop a scoping study. A response 
was received on 2 June 2014 from Regional Development Victoria stating 
that Regional Development Victoria do not fund projects related to 
livestock sales facilities (attachment three). 

Since that time officers have had informal discussions with proponents, 
however funding for a scoping study has not been committed. The issue 
has also been raised at Council and Victorian Farmers Federation 
meetings. 

KEY POINTS/ISSUES 

There is currently insufficient information available to determine if a 
greenfield livestock selling facility in Latrobe City is viable.  
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Traditional saleyards now compete with other selling systems such as 
direct selling from farmers to processors, feedlot selling, contract selling, 
online selling and independent buying. Buyers have also nominated large 
saleyards to conduct their business, resulting in decrease in sales of 
smaller regional facilities. 

Other livestock sales facilities in Gippsland and surrounds include 
Bairnsdale, Sale, Warragul, and Koonwarra. Anecdotal evidence indicates 
increased pressure on the Warragul Saleyards due to an increase in traffic 
near the facility with the third rail crossing being built in close proximity. 
Increasing urban sprawl from Melbourne’s south eastern suburbs is 
putting pressure on the Pakenham Saleyards. In November 2014, the 
Gippsland Regional Livestock Exchange, formally known as Sale 
Livestock Exchange, underwent a $3.3 million upgrade and was officially 
opened 1 April 2016. 

Therefore it would be appropriate to evaluate whether the facilities 
currently available to Latrobe farmers are suitable given current industry 
trends. Given the limited information available, completing a pre-feasibility 
study would provide Council with a clear view of the current and future 
viability of a livestock sales facility in Latrobe City and determine if further 
resources are required to complete a full-feasibility study.  

RISK IMPLICATIONS 

Risk has been considered as part of this report and it is considered to be 
consistent with the Risk Management framework.  

There is not considered to be any risks associated with this report 

FINANCIAL AND RESOURCES IMPLICATIONS 

A full feasibility study would examine both the demand for a livestock 
facility and fully investigate potential locations, costs and infrastructure 
requirements.  This process is estimated to take six months and cost 
Council upwards of $40,000. 

A pre-feasibility study would examine the current supply of facilities within 
Victoria and estimate future demand taking into account current supply 
projections and industry trends.  This would not include investigation of 
infrastructure requirements or potential locations. A pre-feasibility process 
is estimated to take two months and cost between $8,000 and $10,000. 

Adjustments can be made in council financial process to accommodate 
the proposal in the Economic Development Budget. A full feasibility study 
would need to be considered as part of the 2016/17 budget process, but it 
is recommended to complete this pre-feasibility study first.  

 INTERNAL/EXTERNAL CONSULTATION 

Engagement Method Used: 

Extensive consultation has been conducted with the group of local 
farmers, led by Don Evenden throughout the various stages of the process 
to date. Officers have also conducted discussions with Councils across 
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Gippsland, livestock agents, Agribusiness Gippsland and Regional 
Development Victoria.  
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OPTIONS 

Council has the following options: 

1. Engage a consultant to conduct a pre-feasibility study on a livestock 
selling facility in Latrobe City. 

2. Engage a consultant to conduct a full-feasibility study on a livestock 
selling facility in Latrobe City. 

3. Take no further action. 

CONCLUSION 

There is currently limited evidence as to the feasibility supporting of a 
greenfield livestock selling facility in Latrobe City. Therefore a small 
exercise to determine the feasibility of the facility in Latrobe City is 
appropriate before Council considers committing to a full-feasibility study. 

SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS 

Nil 

 
 

Attachments 

1. Letter to Mayor from Nevola Consulting regarding Proposed Livestock Selling 
Facility 

2. Letter from Acting GM to Jane Oakley regarding  scoping study into the 
development of a livestock sales facility 

3. Victorian Government response letter - Funding for scoping study for livestock 
exchange 
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14.1 

Proposed Livestock Selling Facility 

1 Letter to Mayor from Nevola Consulting regarding 
Proposed Livestock Selling Facility ............................................. 61 

2 Letter from Acting GM to Jane Oakley regarding  
scoping study into the development of a livestock sales 
facility ............................................................................................. 63 

3 Victorian Government response letter - Funding for 
scoping study for livestock exchange ......................................... 65 



ATTACHMENT 1 14.1 Proposed Livestock Selling Facility - Letter to Mayor from Nevola Consulting 
regarding Proposed Livestock Selling Facility 
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ATTACHMENT 2 14.1 Proposed Livestock Selling Facility - Letter from Acting GM to Jane Oakley regarding  
scoping study into the development of a livestock sales facility 
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ATTACHMENT 3 14.1 Proposed Livestock Selling Facility - Victorian Government response letter - Funding 
for scoping study for livestock exchange 
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14.2 LATROBE REGIONAL AIRPORT MASTER PLAN 2015 - 
CONSIDERATION OF SUBMISSIONS 

General Manager  City Development  
         

For Decision  

 

PURPOSE 

The purpose of this report is to present to Council the Latrobe Regional 
Airport Master Plan 2015 with public comments for adoption and inclusion 
in the Latrobe Planning Scheme. 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

 In February 2014 Council appointed Rehbein Airport Consultants to review 
and update the 2009 Latrobe Regional Airport Master Plan.  In developing 
the Draft Latrobe Regional Airport Master Plan 2015 the contractor has 
taken into consideration the following major points:- 

 Existing Site 

 Planning Context 

 Strategic Direction 

 Development Concept 

 Business Development & Marketing Strategy 

 Airport Safeguarding 

Consultation was held with key internal and external stakeholders, existing 
airport tenants and users, landowners in the surrounding area, and other 
interested organisations to provide early input to the development of the 
Draft Latrobe Regional Airport Master Plan 2015. 

Extensive discussions were held with Council’s Planning Officers and a 
specialised Airport planning consultant was also involved in identifying the 
appropriate planning mechanisms to be considered in the development of 
the Master Plan 2015. 

The final Draft Latrobe Regional Airport Master Plan 2015 document was 
approved by the Airport Board at its meeting on 1 June 2015. 

 A report was prepared for Council to endorse the Draft Latrobe Regional 
Airport Master Plan 2015 and have it placed on public exhibition for further 
comment. 

 The Draft Master Plan was placed on exhibition from 8 December 2015 
until 18 February 2016 at which time the following comments were 
recorded. 

 Gippsland Water – supporting the Master Plan and the inclusion of 
the Gippsland Water Facility Buffer. 

 Gary Pratt – suggesting that a new airport be built south of the railway 
line. 

 John Willis OAM – supporting the Master Plan and suggesting some 
minor technical and administrative changes. That there was no 
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comparison made with Tooradin Airport, and concerns over a 
combined fuel farm were also mentioned. 

 

RECOMMENDATION 
 
That Council: 

1. Having considered the comments received from the public 
consultation, Council adopts the Latrobe Regional Airport Master 
Plan 2015 as presented; and 

2. Requests authorisation from the Minister for Planning to prepare 
and exhibit the proposed amendment to the Latrobe Planning 
Scheme, which seeks to:  
Implement the Latrobe Regional Airport Master Plan 2015 into the 
Latrobe Planning Scheme. 

MOTION 
 
Moved:  Cr Middlemiss 
Seconded:  Cr Harriman 
  
That Council defers this matter to the next Council meeting 
pending clarification being provided on the buffer and zoning 
surrounding the Gippsland Water emergency storage facility.  
 
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 

 

DECLARATION OF INTEREST 

No officer declared a conflict of interest under the Local Government Act 
1989 in the preparation of this report. 

STRATEGIC FRAMEWORK 

This report is consistent with Latrobe 2026: The Community Vision for 
Latrobe Valley and the Latrobe City Council Plan 2013-2017. 

 
Latrobe 2026: The Community Vision for Latrobe Valley 
 
Strategic Objectives - - In 2026, Latrobe Valley has a strong and diverse 
economy built on innovative and sustainable enterprise. As the vibrant 
business centre of Gippsland, it contributes to the regional and broader 
economies, whilst providing opportunities and prosperity for our local 
community. 
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Latrobe City Council Plan 2013 - 2017 
 
Theme and Objectives 
Actively pursue economic prosperity for Latrobe City, one of Victoria’s four 
major regional cities. 
 
Actively pursue further diversification of business and industry in the 
municipality. 
 
Actively pursue and support long term job security and creation of new 
employment opportunities in Latrobe City. 
 
Strategic Direction 1– Provide incentives and work proactively to attract 
new business and industry to locate in Latrobe City. 
 
Strategic Direction 2 – Assist existing small and medium enterprises to 
expand and sustain employment opportunities. 
 
Strategic Direction 3 – Work in partnership with business, industry and 
government to create new jobs and investment in Latrobe City. 

Service Provision – Maintain, develop and operate Latrobe Regional 
Airport in accordance with Civil Aviation Safety Authority regulations and 
the Latrobe Regional Airport Masterplan. 
 
Major Initiatives - Implement the Latrobe Regional Airport Master Plan to 
effectively develop the airport and to facilitate investment and jobs growth.  

Strategy – Latrobe Regional Airport Master Plan 
 
Policy - Deed of Delegation 

The Latrobe Regional Airport is wholly owned by the Latrobe City Council 
and operates under the management of the Latrobe Regional Airport 
Board. The Latrobe Regional Airport Master Plan guides the development 
of the Airport over a 20 year horizon with a review carried out every 5 
years. 
 
BACKGROUND 

The Latrobe Regional Airport Masterplan acts as a foundation to underpin 
all the activities and decisions of the Latrobe Regional Airport Board and 
Latrobe City Council.  The vision for the Latrobe Regional Airport 
contained in the current Latrobe Regional Airport Masterplan (2009) is: 

“To promote the development and expansion of the Latrobe Regional 
Airport as a regionally significant airport providing  a hub for aviation 
services and employment thereby adding economic and social benefit to 
the region, whilst maintaining options for future RPT services”. 

The Latrobe Regional Airport is wholly owned by Latrobe City Council on 
behalf of the community. The Airport operates under the management of 
the Latrobe Regional Airport Board which comprises representatives from 
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the aviation sector, related firms, community and local government.  The 
Latrobe Regional Airport Board  is Council’s nominee to hold the airport 
license issued under Civil Aviation Regulations and is responsible for the 
promotion and development of regional aviation and tourism in the Latrobe 
region through the management, operation, maintenance and 
enhancement of the Airport. The duties of the Board include the 
development and periodic review of a masterplan for approval by Council.  
The Latrobe Regional Airport Master Plan guides the development of the 
Airport over a 20 year horizon with a review carried out every 5 years. 
Rehbein Airport Consultants was awarded the contract to undertake the 
2015 review of the Latrobe Regional Airport Master Plan in February 2014. 

KEY POINTS/ISSUES 

Master Plan Review 2015 

 The importance to Latrobe City Council of the Latrobe Regional Airport is 
formalised in the Latrobe City Economic Sustainability Strategy 2011 and 
the draft 2015 Economic Development Strategy.  

 The Latrobe Regional Airport is recognised as one of the City’s three key 
employment zones which are of significant interest in terms of future 
prosperity and growth for the municipality.  
These three employment zones have an emphasis on job creation, 
industry diversification and the ability to offer opportunities to prospective 
investors. 

 The Latrobe Regional Airport Master Plan 2015 took into consideration the 
following major points:- 

 Existing Site 

 Planning Context 

 Strategic Direction 

 Development Concept 

 Business Development & Marketing Strategy 

 Airport Safeguarding 

The Master Plan includes provision for an Education and Training Precinct 
which will compliment the developing association between Federation 
Training and the Latrobe Regional Airport.  Aviation apprentices that are 
currently training through Federation Training are being employed at the 
Mahindra Aerospace/GippsAero manufacturing facility. 

The plan also identifies a Northern Business and Employment Zone and 
the expansion of the Southern Business and Employment Zone. 

.   There needed to be some clarification around Council’s aspirations for the 
land around the airport, and the Airport Board’s view of that same area.  
Councils planners and the Master Plan consultant worked to align the 
needs of both the Council and the Airport Board and achieve the outcomes 
that the parties were seeking, ie;  long term planning protection for 
safeguarding the airport within the planning scheme without inhibiting the 
Council’s view of  appropriate development opportunities in the area. 

 A specialised airport and airport environs planning expert was used to 
assist in this part of the Master Plan development. 
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 Substantial expert technical advice and input has been received from 
Council’s planning staff whose support and guidance has been invaluable 
in the preparation of the Airport Master Plan 2015. 

 The final Draft Master Plan 2015 document was approved by the Airport 
Board at its meeting on 1 June 2015 subject to the provision of new 
Australian Noise Exposure Forecast (ANEF) and noise above (N) contours. 

 Rehbein Airport Consultants completed the Australian Noise Exposure 
Forecast (ANEF) including N above contours and included them in the 
Draft Latrobe Regional Airport Master Plan 2015.  These contour plans 
were submitted to Airservices Australia for technical correctness 
assessment and have now received their endorsement. 

 The Master Plan provides a high level direction for the future of the Latrobe 
Regional Airport, outlining possible investment, grant funding and 
expansion opportunities for aviation services, business and manufacturing.  

 Subject to Council’s adoption of the Master Plan, a priority action will be 
the inclusion of amendments to the Latrobe Planning Scheme to ensure 
the ongoing protection of the airport and future investments. 

 Following the public consultation period as described below, three parties 
made comment on the Draft Master Plan.  Details of the comments are 
listed below. 

1. Gippsland Water(GW) provided the following comments -     

We note that the GW facility Buffer has been included and considered 
in the draft Master Plan. 

We note that in the short term the residential airpark and air chalet 
development is not recommended mainly due to the development 
constraints in the northern sector. 

We believe that the intended land uses within the GW Facility Buffer 
are classified as non-sensitive under the EPA Guidelines PUB1518 –
“recommended separation distances for industrial residual air 
emissions.” 

2. Gary Pratt commented as follows – 

I submit that the Master Plan consider a much bigger picture which 
takes into account shifting the new airport to the western side of the 
railway line before the opportunity is lost it could include a lot of cost 
savings to be built in conjunction with the Traralgon by pass road. 
The new airport would be able to accommodate the type of aircraft for 
the valley’s future.   

3. John Willis indicated his support for the Master Plan and he also 
provided comments that are intended to correct minor errors or 
inconsistencies within the final Master Plan.  These corrections have 
been made in the document presented. Mr Willis’s other concerns are 
that Tooradin Airport was not used as a comparison and that the 
proposed fuel farm should continue to separate Jet A and Avgas 
supplies.  
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The consultant chose to not include Tooradin as it was not considered that 
it was an airport which would be “in competition” with the future 
developments proposed at Latrobe Regional Airport. 

In regard to the fuel farm having Jet A and Avgas (and for that matter 
Mogas) at the one location, helicopters and fixed wing aircraft that use Jet 
A currently share the same facility as do helicopters and fixed wind aircraft 
that use Avgas share one facility. There are a number of airports that now 
offer a combined fuel farm for use of all aircraft and helicopters, including 
Bairnsdale and West Sale.  

It is recommended that Gippsland Water’s comments be acknowledged 
and that Mr Pratt be advised that project was to review the current Master 
Plan.  Any consideration to relocate the airport would be the subject of a 
separate and extensive study. 

RISK IMPLICATIONS 

Risk has been considered as part of this report and it is considered to be 
consistent with the Risk Management framework. The risk to Council of 
the Master Plan 2015 being delayed, is the possible loss of potential 
investors and development opportunities. 

FINANCIAL AND RESOURCES IMPLICATIONS 

The 2015 review of the Latrobe Regional Airport Master Plan has been 
returned within the allocated budget.  The budget of $120,000 was funded 
on a 1:1 basis between Latrobe City Council and the Victorian 
Government Putting Locals First program. 

INTERNAL/EXTERNAL CONSULTATION 

Engagement Method Used: 

In line with Council’s Community Engagement Strategy consultation was 
undertaken with a range of stakeholders to identify key issues and 
opportunities. This consultation targeted key internal and external 
stakeholders, existing airport tenants and users, landowners in the 
surrounding area, and other interested organisations to provide early input 
to the development of the Draft Latrobe Regional Airport Master Plan 2015. 

Consultations with airport-based stakeholders were undertaken in person 
at Latrobe Regional Airport either individually or in group sessions. Other 
organisations were contacted by email. A total of 61 letters were sent to 
land owners in the airport environs area. 

 The Draft Master Plan 2015 was accepted by Council on 7 December 2015 
and it was recommended that it be placed on public exhibition for further 
comment. 
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The proposed timetable for that process is shown below. 
 

Date Activity 

7 December 2015 Council endorse Master Plan and 
release for public comment 

8 December 2015 – 18 February 2016 Public consultation period. 

21 March 2016 Report with public submissions to 
Council  

 

Details of Community Consultation / Results of Engagement: 

 The Draft Master Plan was placed on exhibition from 8 December 2015 
until 18 February 2016 at which time the following comments were 
recorded. 

 Gippsland Water – supporting the Master Plan and the inclusion of 
the Gippsland Water Facility Buffer. 

 Gary Pratt – suggesting that a new airport be built south of the railway 
line. 

 John Willis – supporting the Master Plan but noting that several 
administrative corrections were required and questioning the 
positioning of a joint fuel farm and the absence of a comparison with 
Tooradin Airport. 

OPTIONS 

Council has the following options: 

1. Adopt the Latrobe Regional Airport Master Plan 2015; or 

2. Seek further clarification in respect to the Latrobe Regional Airport 
Master Plan 2015 report. 

CONCLUSION 

The Latrobe Regional Airport Master Plan has been reviewed and updated 
by Rehbein Airport Consultants to reflect the current views and aspirations 
of all stakeholders and the community. Following consideration of 
comments received after the public consultation period, the Latrobe 
Regional Airport Master Plan 2015 is now presented to Council for 
adoption. 

SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS 

Latrobe Regional Airport Master Plan Review (Residents Letter) 

 
 

Attachments 

1. Latrobe Regional Airport Master Plan 

2. Latrobe Regional Airport Master Plan Submissions (Published Separately) 
(Confidential) 
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14.2 

Latrobe Regional Airport Master Plan 2015 - 
Consideration of Submissions 

1 Latrobe Regional Airport Master Plan ......................................... 75 



ATTACHMENT 1 14.2 Latrobe Regional Airport Master Plan 2015 - Consideration of Submissions - Latrobe 
Regional Airport Master Plan 
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14.3 PLANNING APPLICATION 2015/267-  USE AND DEVELOPMENT 
OF LAND FOR A DWELLING WITHIN THE FARMING ZONE AT 25 
JUMBUK ROAD YINNAR 

General Manager  City Development 
         

For Decision  

 

PURPOSE 

The purpose of this report is to determine Planning Permit Application 
2015/267 for the use and development of land for a dwelling at 25 Jumbuk 
Road Yinnar (Lot 1 LP116938).  

The application is being heard at an Ordinary Council Meeting as 
requested by a Councillor under the current delegation process. 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

The application seeks a permit for the use and development of a dwelling 
in the Farming Zone. The lot size is 12.34 hectares which is below the 
threshold set out in the Schedule to the zone of 40 hectares.  The 
applicant has submitted justification for the proposal as part of the 
planning application, in that the dwelling is required to support the 
management of grazing cattle and the continued operation of a timber 
cartage business.  

Having assessed the application, the justification provided is considered to 
have insufficient grounds for allowing a dwelling on a lot of this size in the 
Farming Zone.  The proposal is inconsistent with the Planning Scheme 
and the application is therefore recommended for refusal. 

 

RECOMMENDATION 

That Council issues a notice of refusal to grant a planning permit for the 
use and development of a dwelling at  25 Jumbuk Road Yinnar (Lot 1 
LP116938) on the following grounds: 

a) The proposal is inconsistent with Clause 11.05-3 (Rural 
Productivity), Clause 14.01-1 (Protection of Agricultural Land) and 
Clause 14.01-2 (Sustainable Agricultural Land Use) of the State 
Planning Policy Framework. 

b) The proposal is inconsistent with key issues identified in the 
Municipal Strategic Framework at Clause 21.07-5 (Agricultural 
Overview). 

c) The proposal is inconsistent with the ‘Purpose’ and Decision 
Guidelines of Clause 35.07 Farming Zone. 

d) The proposal is inconsistent with Clause 65 (Decision Guidelines). 
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MOTION 
 
Moved:  Cr White 
Seconded:  Cr Harriman 
  
That Council issues a Planning Permit for the use and development 
of a dwelling at 25 Jumbuk Road Yinnar (Lot 1 LP116938) subject to 
the following conditions:  
1. Plans Not Altered Condition 
 The use and development as shown on the endorsed plans 

must not be altered without the written consent of the 
Responsible Authority. 

 
2. Standard Conditions  
 Once building works have commenced they must be 

completed to the satisfaction of the Responsible Authority. 
 
3. All buildings and works must be maintained in good order and 

appearance to the satisfaction of the Responsible Authority. 
 
4. Upon completion of the works, the site must be cleared of all 

excess and unused building materials and debris to the 
satisfaction of the Responsible Authority. 

 
5. Environmental Health Conditions  
 Prior to the commencement of any buildings or works 

associated with this approval, a Land Capability Assessment 
must be provided and approved in writing by Council’s 
Environmental Health Office to address features within the 
proposed lot to ensure a new dwelling can achieve 
compliance with the Guidelines for Environmental 
Management: Code of Practice – Onsite Wastewater 
Management 891.3 (2013) to the satisfaction of the 
Responsible Authority. The Land Capability Assessment must 
be prepared following the Municipal Association of Victoria 
Model LCA Report and must demonstrate that the proposal is 
capable of treating and retaining all wastewater in accordance 
with relevant legislation and standards to the satisfaction of 
the Responsible Authority.  

 
6. Prior to the commencement of any buildings or works 

associated with this approval, plans of a suitable effluent 
disposal system and its location on the land must be 
submitted and approved in writing to the satisfaction of the 
Responsible Authority. 

 
7. Engineering Conditions  
 Appropriate measures must be implemented throughout the 

construction stage of the development to rectify and/or 
minimise mud, crushed rock or other debris being carried 
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onto public roads or footpaths from the subject land, to the 
satisfaction of the Responsible Authority. 

 
8. Before an Occupancy Permit is issued for the dwelling hereby 

permitted, or by such later date as is approved by the 
Responsible Authority in writing,  the following works must be 
completed in accordance with the endorsed plans and to the 
satisfaction of the Responsible Authority: 

 
 a) All stormwater discharging from the site, buildings, 

vehicle access ways and works must be discharged to a 
water tank, soakwell or otherwise discharged so as not to 
cause erosion, flooding or nuisance to the subject or 
surrounding land to the satisfaction of the Responsible 
Authority. 

 b) The existing vehicle crossing providing access to 25 
Jumbuk Road must be upgraded to comply with the 
vehicle crossing standards set out in Latrobe City 
Council’s Standard Drawings LCC 306 and LCC 212 to 
include provision of an all-weather sealed surface from 
the edge of the existing road pavement for a distance of 
six (6) metres toward the property boundary. 

 c) The areas provided within the property for vehicle access 
to the permitted dwelling and associated buildings and 
works, must be constructed and surfaced with concrete, 
reinforced concrete, brick paving, gravel, crushed rock or 
hot mix asphalt so as to prevent mud or other debris 
from being carried onto the road. 

 
9. Permit Expiry  
 This permit will expire if one of the following circumstances 

applies: 
 a) The development is not started within two years of the 

date of this permit; 
 b) The development is not completed and the use has not 

commenced within four years of the date of this permit; 
 
The Responsible Authority may extend the periods referred to if a 
request is made in writing before the permit expires, or within six 
months of expiry of permit. An extension of time to complete the 
development or a stage of the development may be requested if—  

 the request for an extension of time is made within 12 months 
after the permit expires; and  

 the development or stage started lawfully before the permit 
expired.  
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Permit Notes  
 
Note 1. This permit does not authorize the commencement of any 

building construction works.  Before any such 
development may commence, the applicant must apply for 
and obtain appropriate building approval. 

Note 2. A Latrobe City Vehicle Crossing Permit must be obtained 
prior to the commencement of the construction of all new 
vehicle crossings and for the upgrading, alteration or 
removal of existing vehicle crossings.  The relevant fees, 
charges and conditions of the Vehicle Crossing Permit will 
apply to all vehicle crossing works.  It is a requirement 
that all vehicle crossing works be inspected by Latrobe 
City Council’s Asset Protection Officer. 

Note 3. Unless exempted by Latrobe City Council, an Asset 
Protection Permit must be obtained prior to the 
commencement of any proposed building works, as 
defined by Latrobe City Council’s Local Law No. 3.  
Latrobe City Council’s Asset Protection Officer must be 
notified in writing at least 7 days prior to the building 
works commencing or prior to the delivery of 
materials/equipment to the site. 

 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 

 

DECLARATION OF INTERESTS 

No officer declared a conflict of interest under the Local Government Act 
1989 in the preparation of this report. 

STRATEGIC FRAMEWORK 

This report is consistent with Latrobe 2026: The Community Vision for 
Latrobe Valley and the Latrobe City Council Plan 2013-2017. 

 
Latrobe 2026: The Community Vision for Latrobe Valley 

Strategic Objectives – Built Environment 

In 2026, Latrobe Valley benefits from a well-planned built environment that 
is complimentary to its surroundings and which provides for connected 
and inclusive community. 
 
Latrobe City Council Plan 2013 - 2017 

Strategic Objectives – Built Environment 

 Promote and support high quality urban design within the built 
environment; and 

 Ensure proposed developments enhance the liveability of Latrobe 
City, and provide for a more sustainable community. 
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Theme and Objectives 

Theme 5: Planning for the future 
 
Strategic Direction 

Provide efficient and effective planning services and decision making to 
encourage development and new investment opportunities. 

Plan and coordinate the provision of key services and essential 
infrastructure to support new growth and developments. 
 
Legislation 

Local Government Act 1989 

Planning and Environment Act 1987 

SUMMARY 

Land: Planning 2015/267 

Proponent: Hannah Gajic and Brian Williams  

C/ Associated Construction Services 
Gippsland Pty Ltd    

Zoning: Farming Zone 

Overlay Part Land Subject to Inundation Overlay  

A Planning Permit is required for the use of the land for a dwelling in 
accordance with Clause 35.07-1, as the lot size is less than 40 hectares, 
which is the threshold specified in the schedule to the zone.   

A planning permit is also required for buildings and works for a Section 2 
use in accordance with Clause 35.07-4.   

A planning permit is not required for the buildings and works under the 
Land Subject to Inundation Overlay as the house site is located outside 
the overlay area.    

A site context plan is included as Attachment 1 of this report. 

PROPOSAL 

The application is for the use and development of a dwelling in the 
Farming Zone. The applicant has detailed that the dwelling is necessary 
for the management of cattle grazing and the continued operation of a 
timber cartage business which are currently in operation on the land. 

The proposed dwelling would be located in the north-western section of 
the site, with a minimum setback of approximately 54.8 m from Jumbuk 
Road.  The dwelling would be two storey with three bedrooms.   

Vehicular access to the site is already established via an existing 
crossover.  

A copy of the development plans is included in Attachment 2 of this report. 



 

Page 233 

  ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 
02 MAY 2016 (CM481) 

L
A

T
R

O
B

E
 C

IT
Y

 C
O

U
N

C
IL

 

SUBJECT LAND AND SURROUNDING AREA 

The site is irregular in shape and is located on the northern side of 
Jumbuk Road in Yinnar. It has a frontage to Jumbuk Road of approx. 330 
m, a depth of approx. 796 m, and an overall area of 12.34 ha.  It is 
currently used by the owners for their timber cartage business and for the 
grazing of beef cattle.  The applicant has advised both uses have been 
operation on the site since 2003.  Two sheds and uncovered storage 
areas for the business are located in the south-west of the site.  Vehicle 
access is provided to the sheds via a crossover and driveway located at 
the western end of the site frontage. 

The site is undulating.  Middle Creek runs north-south through the middle 
of the site with two tributaries running east-west from the creek.  The site 
is subject to flooding from these waterways. 

The site is located to the east of the Yinnar township with land immediately 
abutting the western boundary located in the General Residential Zone.  
This land has not been subdivided for residential purposes and is largely 
undeveloped at present.  Abutting the site to the north, south and east is 
land located in the Farming Zone.  Surrounding agricultural uses are 
generally the grazing of beef and dairy cattle.  

LATROBE PLANNING SCHEME 

The State Planning Policy Framework (SPPF) and the Local Planning 
Policy Framework (LPPF), including the Municipal Strategic Statement 
(MSS) have been considered as part of the assessment of this application.  
The following clauses are relevant to consideration of the application.  

State and Local Planning Policy Framework 

The State Planning Policy Framework (SPPF) and the Local Planning 
Policy Framework (LPPF), including the Municipal Strategic Statement 
(MSS) have been considered as part of the assessment of this application.  
The following clauses are relevant to consideration of the application.  

The objective of Clause 11.05-3 Rural Productivity is ‘to manage land use 
change and development in rural areas to promote agriculture and rural 
production’.  Strategies to achieve this are: 

 Prevent inappropriately dispersed urban activities in rural areas. 

 Limit new housing development in rural areas, including: 

o Directing housing growth into existing settlements. 

o Discouraging development of isolated small lots in the rural 

zones from use for single dwellings, rural living or other 
incompatible uses. 

o Encouraging consolidation of existing isolated small lots in rural 

zones. 

 Restructure old and inappropriate subdivisions. 
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The objective of Clause 14.01-1 Protection of agricultural land is ‘to protect 
productive farmland which is of strategic significance in the local or 
regional context’.  The relevant strategies in the assessment of this 
application are: 

 Ensuring that the State’s agricultural base is protected from the 
unplanned loss of productive agricultural land due to permanent 
changes of land use. 

 Taking into consideration regional, state and local, issues and 
characteristics in the assessment of agricultural quality and 
productivity. 

 Permanent removal of productive agricultural land from the State's 
agricultural base must not be undertaken without consideration of its 
economic importance for the agricultural production and processing 
sectors. 

The objective of Clause 21.07-5 Agricultural Overview is ‘to protect high 
quality agricultural land’.  Strategies to achieve this are: 

 Encourage high quality agricultural land to be used primarily for 
farming purposes except where the land supports significant 
vegetation of local provenance. 

 Limit subdivision, use or development of land that should be 
incompatible with the utilisation of the land for sustainable resource 
use. 

 Improve the landscape and environment of the rural resources of the 
municipality. 

 

Zoning – Farming Zone 

The site is located within the Farming Zone, where the purpose includes: 

 To provide for the use of land for agriculture. 

 To encourage the retention of productive agricultural land. 

 To ensure that non-agricultural uses, including dwellings, do not 
adversely affect the use of land for agriculture. 

 To encourage use and development of land based on 
comprehensive and sustainable land management practices and 
infrastructure provision. 

In accordance with Clause 35.07-3 of the Latrobe Planning Scheme a 
planning permit is required to use the site for a dwelling as the site is less 
than 40 ha.   

A planning permit is also required for buildings and works associated with 
a Section 2 use pursuant to Clause 35.07-4. 

In accordance with Clause 35.07-6 of the Scheme, Council must consider 
the relevant decision guidelines of the Farming Zone.  A discussion of 
decision guidelines is included in the issues section of this report. 
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Decision Guidelines (Clause 65): 

Clauses 65.01 sets out the decision guidelines to be considered before 
deciding on an application or approval of plan.  These guidelines have 
been considered as part of the assessment of this planning application 
and where relevant have been discussed in this report. 

Proposed Rural Land Use Strategy  

The Rural Land Use strategy forms part of the Live Work Latrobe project, 
which will set long-term guidelines for the future use and development of 
rural land in Latrobe. These guidelines will consider the protection of 
valuable agricultural land and rural landscapes, as well as opportunities for 
rural residential living and rural industry in Latrobe City.  The outcomes of 
the project are currently unknown as the Rural Land Use strategy is 
currently in the ‘community conversation’ phase.  

INTERNAL / EXTERNAL CONSULTATION 

Engagement Method Used: 

Notification: 

The application was advertised pursuant to Sections 52(1)(a) and (d) of 
the Planning and Environment Act 1987.  Notices were sent to all 
adjoining and adjacent landowners and occupiers and a site notice was 
displayed on the site frontage for 14 days.  There were no objections 
received to the application. 

Section 52 Referrals: 

Internal: 

The application was referred internally to Council’s Health and 
Infrastructure Planning teams for consideration.  There was no objection to 
the granting of a planning permit subject to the inclusion of appropriate 
conditions. 

KEY POINTS/ISSUES 

Strategic direction of the State and Local Planning Policy Frameworks: 

The State and Local Planning Policy Frameworks aim to protect 
productive farmland.  Agricultural land is a finite natural resource which 
must be managed to maintain its long term sustainable use.  Quality 
agricultural land is encouraged to be used primarily for farming purposes 
with rural residential development actively discouraged.  The key issue 
therefore is to determine whether the dwelling is necessary to ensure the 
primary productive capacity of the land in the operation of a timber cartage 
business and the grazing of livestock. 

It is considered the agricultural activities as outlined by the applicant could 
reasonably be carried out on the land without a dwelling as is currently the 
case.  The applicant has advised that the timber cartage business and 
cattle grazing have been in operation on the site since 2003, and has been 
run remotely by the landowners.  Whilst having a dwelling on site would be 
convenient for the landowners, it is not needed to operate the business.  If 
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a dwelling was supported, it would allow the use of the site for a rural 
residential purpose, thereby removing the land from agriculture 
permanently.  

It is noted that whilst the area required for the dwelling is only a small 
percentage of the site, it is considered that it is not required to operate the 
existing business activities and will result in a permanent change in land 
use. In addition, approving the planning permit will result in an artificial 
land value based on the fact that a permit has been issued for the use and 
development of a dwelling.  

The surrounding land area is generally used for grazing and dairying 
purposes and it is therefore considered that the land area is a valuable 
agricultural resource which should be protected and managed.   

It is therefore considered that the proposal does not satisfy the State and 
Local Planning Policy Frameworks.  The proposal does not seek to protect 
high quality agricultural land and would impact on the continuation of 
primary production in the area in relation to amenity issues and land 
values.   

‘Purpose’ and ‘Decision Guidelines’ of the Farming Zone: 

The purpose of the Farming Zone relates to the use of the land for 
agriculture, retaining productive agricultural land, and ensuring that non-
agricultural uses do not adversely affect the use of land for agriculture. 

One of the purposes of the Farming Zone is to ensure that non-agricultural 
uses, particularly dwellings, do not adversely affect the use of land for 
agriculture. The zone does not encourage dwellings not necessary to 
support agricultural uses, hence the need to obtain a permit for a dwelling 
on a lot less than 40 hectares. An application must respond to the decision 
guidelines for dwellings within the Farming Zone. 

The decision guidelines for dwelling applications in the Farming Zone 
include consideration of: 

 How the use and development relates to sustainable land 
management; 

 Whether the site is suitable for the use or development and whether 
the proposal is compatible with adjoining and nearby land uses 

 Whether the use or development would support and enhance 
agricultural production; 

 Whether the use or development will adversely affect soil quality or 
permanently remove land from agricultural production; 

 The potential for the use or development to limit the operation and 
expansion of adjoining and nearby agricultural uses; 

 The capacity of the site to sustain the agricultural use; and 

 The potential for the proposal to lead to a concentration or 
proliferation of dwellings in the area and the impact of this on the use 
of the land for agriculture. 
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As a result of the surrounding land use characteristics of the subject land, 
it is considered that the proposal cannot satisfy the relevant Farming Zone 
decision guidelines as follows: 

 There is inadequate justification that the dwelling is required to 
support and enhance the proposed agricultural operation on the land.  
The current business activities on the land have been in operation 
since 2003 without the need for a dwelling. 

 The use and development of the dwelling will result in a residential 
use rather than an agricultural use of the site. 

 The subject site may adversely impact the nearby agricultural 
activities and restrict the possible further expansion of adjoining 
agricultural uses. 

As outlined above, it is considered that the proposed use and 
development application for a dwelling does not meet the relevant purpose 
and decisions guidelines of the Farming Zone and would result in a non-
agricultural use adversely affecting the use of the site and surrounding 
land for agriculture. 

Clause 65 (Decision Guidelines): 

The Decision Guidelines at Clauses 65.01 have been considered in the 
assessment of the application.  The proposal is considered to be contrary 
to the orderly planning of the area as the proposed use and development 
would not benefit agriculture. 

RISK IMPLICATIONS 

Risk has been considered as part of this report and it is considered to be 
consistent with the Risk Management framework. There is not considered 
to be any risks associated with this report. 

FINANCIAL RESOURCES IMPLICATIONS 

Additional resources or financial cost will only be incurred should the 
planning permit application require determination at the Victorian Civil and 
Administrative Tribunal (VCAT). 

OPTIONS 

Council has the following options in regard to this application: 

1. Refuse to Grant a Planning Permit 

2. Grant a Planning Permit 
 
Council’s decision must be based on planning grounds, having regard to 
the provisions of the Latrobe Planning Scheme. 

CONCLUSION 

That Council issues a notice of refusal to grant a planning permit for planning 
permit application 2015/267 for the use and development of a dwelling at 25 
Jumbuk Road Yinnar (Lot 1 LP116938) on the following grounds: 
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 The proposal is inconsistent with Clause 11.05-3 (Rural Productivity), 
Clause 14.01-1 (Protection of Agricultural Land) and Clause 14.01-2 
(Sustainable Agricultural Land Use) of the State Planning Policy 
Framework. 

 The proposal is inconsistent with key issues identified in the Municipal 
Strategic Framework at Clause 21.07-5 (Agricultural Overview).  

 The proposal is inconsistent with the ‘Purpose’ and Decision Guidelines 
of Clause 35.07 Farming Zone.  

 The proposal is inconsistent with Clause 65 (Decision Guidelines). 

 
 
 

Attachments 

1. Site Context Plan 

2. Development Plans 
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14.3 

Planning Application 2015/267-  Use and 
Development of Land for a Dwelling within the 

Farming Zone at 25 Jumbuk Road Yinnar.   

1 Site Context Plan ......................................................................... 241 

2 Development Plans ...................................................................... 243 



ATTACHMENT 1 14.3 Planning Application 2015/267-  Use and Development of Land for a Dwelling within the Farming Zone at 25 Jumbuk Road Yinnar.   - Site 
Context Plan 
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14.4 SUBMISSION TO EARTH RESOURCES REGULATION - 
STAKEHOLDER ENGAGEMENT STRATEGY 2016-2018 

General Manager  City Development 
         

For Decision  

 

PURPOSE 

The purpose of this report is for Council to consider a submission that has 
been drafted in response to the Earth Resources Regulation - Draft 
Stakeholder Engagement Strategy 2016-2018, and to seek Council to 
endorse the submission.                                                                             

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

The Earth Resources Regulation branch is currently seeking comments in 
relation to their Draft Stakeholder Engagement Strategy 2016-2018. Given 
the significance of the earth resources industries to Latrobe City Council, it 
is important for Council to provide feedback and have input into ensuring 
that a robust engagement strategy is developed. This will go some way to 
ensuring that Latrobe City Council will be able to work collaboratively with 
the Earth Resources Regulation Division into the future.   

A recommendation of this Council report is to endorse the draft 
submission and forward comments to the Earth Resources Regulation 
department prior to the closing date of 16 May 2016. 

 

MOTION 
 
Moved:  Cr Gibbons 
Seconded:  Cr White 
  

That Council endorses the Latrobe City Council Submission to the 
Earth Resources Regulation - Draft Stakeholder Engagement 
Strategy 2016 – 2018 and submit it to DEDJTR by 16 May 2016.  
 
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 

 

DECLARATION OF INTEREST 

No officer declared a conflict of interest under the Local Government Act 
1989 in the preparation of this report. 

STRATEGIC FRAMEWORK 

This report is consistent with Latrobe 2026: The Community Vision for 
Latrobe Valley and the Latrobe City Council Plan 2013-2017. 
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Latrobe 2026: The Community Vision for Latrobe Valley 

In 2026, Latrobe Valley benefits from a well-planned built environment that 
is complementary to its surrounding, and which provides for a connected 
and inclusive community. 

Strategic Objectives - Governance 

In 2026, Latrobe Valley has a reputation for conscientious leadership and 
governance, strengthened by an informed and engaged community, 
committed to enriching local decision making. 
 
Latrobe City Council Plan 2013 - 2017 

Theme and Objectives 

Theme 4: Advocacy for and consultation with our community 

To advocate for and support cooperative relationships between business, 
industry and the community; and;  

To ensure effective two-way communication and consultation processes 
with the community.  

Strategic Direction – Planning for the future 

Strengthen our region by actively leading and encouraging partnerships 
with other local governments, industry and community agencies.  
 
In making a submission to the Draft Stakeholder Engagement Strategy 
2016-2018, Council will be actively meeting these directions and 
objectives that are outlined within the Latrobe Council Plan. This will 
ensure that there the Latrobe City Council and its community are actively 
considered in the processes undertaken by Earth Resources Regulation.  
 
BACKGROUND 

In March 2016 the Earth Resources Regulation branch of the Department 
of Economic Development, Jobs, Transport and Resources (DEDJTR), 
released their Draft Stakeholder Engagement Strategy 2016 – 2018 for 
public comment. A copy of the proposed submission in the format 
requested by DEDJTR is at Attachment 1.  

Earth resources are extremely important to Latrobe City. In 2012 it was 
estimated that 85 percent of the state’s power generation occurring in the 
region, brown coal electricity generation accounts for around 20 percent of 
Latrobe City’s Gross Regional Product, with each job in Latrobe City’s 
energy sector generating an additional four to five local jobs in the broader 
regional economy.  

Maintaining and developing further relationships with regulating agencies 
such as Earth Resources Regulation branch, is extremely important for 
ensuring that consideration is given to Local Governments interests and to 
ensure that Latrobe City Council can effectively advocate for its 
community. It is also important that the Latrobe City community’s needs 
are represented in processes undertaken by the DEDJTR. 



 

Page 249 

  ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 
02 MAY 2016 (CM481) 

L
A

T
R

O
B

E
 C

IT
Y

 C
O

U
N

C
IL

 

Earth Resources Regulation is Victoria’s earth resources regulator branch 
of the DEDJTR. Their role includes licensing, risk management, 
compliance responsibilities and stakeholder engagement.  

Earth Resources Regulation are responsible for 1,600 mineral licences for 
exploration and mining activities in Victoria and oversee activities in 
petroleum, greenhouse gas geological storage, extractive and geothermal 
industries. 

The Draft Stakeholder Engagement Strategy 2016 – 2018 states that their 
‘approach is to look at all the risks of a project and balance the needs of 
the environment, community and the Victorian economy. We do this by 
providing robust regulation and engaging with all of the sector’s 
stakeholders. This is known as a risk-based approach.’ 

It is DEDJTR intention that this draft strategy will work towards proving a 
structure that allows stakeholders’ needs and interests to be consistently 
transparent and considered in the Earth Resources Regulation’s activities. 
It goes on to state ‘we are moving from ‘informing and responding’ to 
‘involving’ stakeholders in the regulation of our sector by engaging with 
them during the processes in a transparent, timely and meaningful way.’ 

The Draft Stakeholder Engagement Strategy 2016 – 2018 aims to 
establish the direction of the Victorian Government’s earth resource 
regulator's stakeholder engagement approach over the next three years, 
with a focus on building trust and restoring community confidence in the 
regulator.  

KEY POINTS/ISSUES 

Latrobe City Council’s draft submission (attachment 1) to the strategy, 
commends DEDJTR for releasing the draft Strategy and suggesting that 
stakeholder engagement is an important aspect to the work that they 
undertake.  

The draft submission recognises the difficulties Latrobe City Council has 
experienced engaging with DEDJTR in the past and supports the 
sentiment expressed by the draft Strategy. 

Latrobe City Council believes that the community engagement strategy is 
an opportunity to establish positive change to the practices and 
transparency of the Earth Resources Regulation, associated agencies and 
industry and as such Latrobe City Councils draft submission outlines that 
the lack of information and apparent transparency of operators does not 
assist with the objectives of working together.  

The draft submission suggests that further publicly available information 
such as publishing data relating to mine monitoring (including historical 
information) would assist Latrobe City Council and the community with 
respect to ground movement around each of the coal mines in the Latrobe 
Valley. In the case of the Morwell/Hazelwood Mine, historical data from 
existing measuring stations used to be published by the State Electricity 
Commission Victoria, however since privatisation this is no longer the 
case. 
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Additionally the draft engagement strategy provides a strong framework 
for communicating with stakeholders; however it fails to provide a 
framework where engagement provides empowerment, influence or a 
vision for co-creation where control and decision determination is largely 
vested in the relevant stakeholders.   

The submission also seeks clarification on how the Department intends to 
safeguard the health and wellbeing of the local community, as the draft 
strategy fails to contain details around processes for assessing, weighing 
or considering public health or wellbeing elements. Latrobe City Council 
believes there needs to be greater detail and linking around how the draft 
strategy will balance the priorities of safeguarding of the health and 
wellbeing of local communities. 

To ensure that ongoing engagement will be undertaken in a responsive 
and comprehensive manner, Latrobe City Council believes that community 
committees such as the Environment Review Committee (for Loy Yang 
Mine) should be a process that is embedded in legislation, with clear terms 
of reference. This would ensure that these groups have broad community 
support. Having a Councillor as a member of such a committee is an 
opportunity for an elected representative to advocate for the community 
and assist in informing the community.  

In line with the objectives and commitments of the draft strategy, the draft 
submission requests that Latrobe City Council be provided the opportunity 
to actively participate and support the department to better engage and 
inform the local community regarding future earth resource and mining 
proposals in Latrobe City.  

The draft submission also seeks to reinforce that Local Government is a 
key stakeholder and should be listed as a separate stakeholder. This will 
provide clarity and support for the multifaceted role that Local Government 
has which is as an advocate for the community as well as a regulator.  

RISK IMPLICATIONS 

Risk has been considered as part of this report and it is considered to be 
consistent with the Risk Management framework.  

There is not considered to be any risks associated with providing the State 
Government with submissions to this Draft Stakeholder Engagement 
Strategy 2016 – 2018. However, if no submission are made then there is a 
risk that Council will be seen as not effectively advocating on behalf of its 
community. 

FINANCIAL AND RESOURCES IMPLICATIONS 

There are no additional financial implications for lodging a submission. 
The processes require internal resources regarding staff time. The 
resourcing allocation has been accommodated within the existing Future 
Planning budget.   
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INTERNAL/EXTERNAL CONSULTATION 

No external consultation was undertaken as part of this project given the 
limited timeframes in which the reports had to be prepared. A number of 
internal departments have provided input into the submissions.  

The draft submission generally calls for more engagement with both 
Council and also the Latrobe City community. It is considered that once 
the practices are embedded into the Earth Resources Regulation’s 
practices and policies that further engagement will be allowed for and will 
result in positive community outcomes.  

 

OPTIONS 

Options available to Council are as follows: 

1. That Council having considered the submission, endorses the 
submission and submits it for consideration within the process; or, 

2. Endorses the submission and provide additional comments; or, 

3. Decide to not endorse the submission and not forward a submission 
for consideration.  

The recommendation within this report is in line with the approach outlined 
in option 1.  

CONCLUSION 

It is important that Council consider and make a submission to Earth 
Resources Regulation Draft Stakeholder Engagement Strategy 2016-
2018. It is important for Council to consider the development of the Draft 
Stakeholder Engagement Strategy 2016 – 2018 and ensure that Latrobe 
City Council’s ongoing interests are considered as important. It is also 
important that Council consider any future reports or findings and are party 
to any future discussions with DEDJTR.  

SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS 

Copy of Draft Stakeholder Engagement Strategy 2016 – 2018 

 

 
 

Attachments 

1. Final Draft Submission to Earth Resources Regulation Stakeholder Engagement 
Strategy 2016-2018 
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14.4 

Submission to Earth Resources Regulation - 
Stakeholder Engagement Strategy 2016-2018 

1 Final Draft Submission to Earth Resources Regulation 
Stakeholder Engagement Strategy 2016-2018 .......................... 253 
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15. INFRASTRUCTURE AND RECREATION 

15.1 MANAGEMENT OF INAPPROPRIATE ACTIVITIES AFFECTING 
BUSHLAND RESERVES AND RAIL TRAILS 

General Manager  Infrastructure and Recreation  
         

For Information  

 

PURPOSE 

The purpose of this report is to provide a summary of the issues of 
concern to the Committees responsible for the management of Latrobe 
City’s bushland reserves and rail trails and potential solutions.  

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

A meeting involving the Committees responsible for the management of 
Latrobe City’s bushland reserves and rail trails was held on Wednesday 9 

December, 2015, and a further meeting was held on the 29 March, 2016, 
which included members of Victoria Police. 

The main findings of the meetings were that activities such as the 
prohibited use of motorcycles and four-wheel drive vehicles, rubbish 
dumping, vandalism, graffiti and firewood collection are significant ongoing 
problems in all of the bushland reserves and the rail trail mentioned above. 
The Committees responsible are concerned not only about the damage 
and associated costs of repairs caused by these inappropriate activities 
but the safety of the volunteers involved and the general public also. 

The notes of this meeting are attached for Council’s information. 

It is recommended that and education campaign be developed, to educate 
the community into prohibited uses etc., in the reserves and how to report 
this to the appropriate authorities.  Also there is a requirement to upgrade 
reserve signage to help educate the community. 

 

MOTION 
 
Moved:  Cr Gibson 
Seconded:  Cr Harriman 
  
That Council continues to work with the Committees of 
Management and Authorities to; 

1. Educate the community on prohibited and inappropriate 
activities within Council’s Bushland Reserves. 

2. Improve signage within the reserves to educate the 
community in relation to prohibited uses within the reserves. 

 
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
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DECLARATION OF INTEREST 

No officer declared a conflict of interest under the Local Government Act 
1989 in the preparation of this report. 

STRATEGIC FRAMEWORK 

This report is consistent with Latrobe 2026: The Community Vision for 
Latrobe Valley and the Latrobe City Council Plan 2013-2017. 

Latrobe 2026: The Community Vision for Latrobe Valley 

Strategic Objective – NATURAL ENVIRONMENT 
In 2026, Latrobe Valley enjoys a beautiful natural environment that is 
managed and protected with respect to ensure a lasting legacy for future 
generations. 
 
Strategic Objective – RECREATION 
In 2026, Latrobe Valley encourages a healthy and vibrant lifestyle, with 
diversity in passive and active recreational opportunities and facilities that 
connect people with their community. 
 
Latrobe City Council Plan 2013 - 2017 

Theme and Objectives 

Theme 4: Advocacy for and consultation with our community 
 
Strategic Direction – Work with the community and other key stakeholders 
to improve community safety and harmony. 
 
BACKGROUND 

The Committees responsible for the management of Latrobe City’s 
bushland reserves and rail trails are Traralgon Railway Reservoir 
Conservation Reserve, Crinigan Bushland Reserve, Ollerton Avenue 
Bushland Reserve and Edward Hunter Heritage Bush Reserve are all 
managed by operational Committees of Council while the Moe Yallourn 
Rail Trail is managed by the incorporated body Moe Yallourn Rail Trail Inc. 
(MYRT).  

Inappropriate and unauthorised activities such as the use of motorcycles 
and four-wheel drive vehicles, rubbish dumping, vandalism, graffiti and 
firewood collection have been issues of concern for the Committees 
responsible for the management of bushland reserves and rail trails in 
Latrobe City for a long time. 

The meeting held on Wednesday 9 December brought together relevant 
stakeholders including Committee of Management volunteers, Cr Peter 
Gibbons, Council officers, and a Department of Environment, Land, Water 
& Planning (DELWP) officer and provided an opportunity to table all the 
major issues of concern and discuss possible solutions. 

On 29 March, 2016,  Council Officers, Cr Gibson, reserve committee 
members met with Victoria Police, to discuss the concerns of the 
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committee in relation to inappropriate activities that occur within the 
reserves. 

Notes from this meeting are attached for Council’s information.  

KEY POINTS/ISSUES 

 Activities such as the prohibited use of motorcycles and four-wheel 
drive vehicles, rubbish dumping, vandalism, graffiti and firewood 
collection are significant ongoing problems in all of the bushland 
reserves and the rail trail mentioned above; 

 The Committees responsible are concerned not only about the 
damage and associated costs of repairs caused by these 
inappropriate activities but the safety of the volunteers involved and 
the general public also; 

 Councils Local Laws department and Victoria Police are limited in 
their ability to address these issues. 

Potential solutions and strategies to combat these problems as discussed 
at the meeting are as follows: 

Motorcycles & Four-wheel Drive Vehicles  

 Better inform and educate the public via local newspapers and social 
media on where motorcycles and four-wheel drives can and cannot 
be used; 

 Encourage users to join an official motorcycle or four-wheel drive 
club; 

 Increased presence and patrolling by volunteers (with High Visibility 
vests and Committee name); 

 Increased presence and patrolling by Local Laws officers and 
Victoria Police; 

 Better signage with more specific information that is consistent 
across all reserves and trails. 

Rubbish dumping 

 Report rubbish dumping to Latrobe City Council either via the 1300 
number or use the ‘Report an issue’ option on Councils website.  
This will ensure that a Pathway request is lodged and the issue 
should be dealt with promptly; 

 If requests are lodged a request to Council, volunteers are advised 
not to disturb the litter so that Local Laws officers can carry out an 
investigation before the rubbish is removed to try and identify the 
offender; 

 If volunteers remove any rubbish, they should advise Council 
beforehand so that fees for disposal at Transfer Stations or 
Pinergrow are waived. 

Graffiti & Vandalism 
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 All graffiti and vandalism should be photographed and reported to 
Council so that it can be investigated and used as evidence. 

Firewood Collection 

 Better education required through signage and media, including 
advice on designated firewood collection areas administered by the 
DELWP. 

To implement the above potential solutions the main emphasis will be on 
educating the community into what are prohibited uses etc., Council will 
continue to work with the committees and relevant authorities to education 
the community.  Council will also work with the Committees to improve the 
level of signage within the reserves.   

RISK IMPLICATIONS 

Risk has been considered as part of this report and it is considered to be 
consistent with the Risk Management framework.  

There is not considered to be any risks associated with this report. 
 

FINANCIAL AND RESOURCES IMPLICATIONS 

The Committees of Management responsible for bushland reserves and 
rail trails are all issued an Annual Maintenance Grant from Latrobe City 
Council to cover general maintenance. Where occurrences such as 
vandalism require extra funds to rectify, Committees often struggle with 
the budget they are allocated. 

Latrobe City Council maintains a small amount of funding within the 
Environment Sustainability budget to deal with extra matters of importance 
within Crinigan Bushland Reserve, Eric Lubcke Yarra Gum Conservation 
Reserve, Ollerton Avenue Bushland Reserve and Edward Hunter Heritage 
Bush Reserve. 

Volunteer numbers on all Committees are low and therefore their capacity 
to deal with vandalism issues is limited. 

Local Laws and Victoria Police have limited resources and bushland 
reserves and rail trails are generally not considered a high priority due to 
the level of risk in comparison to other areas.  

INTERNAL/EXTERNAL CONSULTATION 

Engagement Method Used: 

Internally, the Environment Sustainability team, Recreation Liaison team 
and Local Laws team have been consulted and kept informed of the 
issues associated with this problem. 

Externally, feedback was sought from DELWP, Parks Victoria, Victoria 
Police and members of Traralgon Railway Reservoir Conservation 
Reserve, Crinigan Bushland Reserve, Ollerton Avenue Bushland Reserve, 
Edward Hunter Heritage Bush Reserve and MYRT Committees of 
Management. 
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Details of Community Consultation / Results of Engagement: 

Community consultation has been in alignment with Council’s community 
engagement principles in that all affected groups have been kept informed 
at all times via Committee meetings and all volunteers were invited to a 
the meeting held with Council officers, Councillors, DELWP, Parks Victoria 
and Victoria Police. 

The meeting provided an opportunity for each community group to present 
concerns around the topic of vandalism and valuable feedback was 
received. The following is a summary of the issues presented: 

Ollerton Avenue Bushland Reserve 

 Three arson events in 2014/15. 

 Motorbikes using reserve is a constant issue. 

 Litter is an ongoing problem, particularly from school students. 

 Dumping of household waste from adjoining properties. 

 Cutting and removal of fallen trees for firewood. 

Moe Yallourn Rail Trail 

 Trail bikes are a constant problem. Recent patrolling by Dean 
Caldow (Friends of MYRT) seems to have helped.  Signs advising 
that motorcycles are not permitted don’t seem to help. 

 4x4 vehicles have been a recent problem. 

 Graffiti on signs, seating etc. is an ongoing problem. 

 Rubbish dumping, particularly around Sullivan’s Bridge is a problem. 

 Some of the rubbish on the rail trail is being dumped over the 
Sullivan’s Track Bridge. 

 Volunteers believe that motorbikes would never be stopped on the 
rail trail and that vandalism is considered the biggest issue for the rail 
trail Committee. 

 Vehicles are accessing the rail trail via the temporary fence on 
Amaroo Drive. 

Edward Hunter Heritage Bush Reserve 

 Recent arson attempts (small fires). 

 Motorcycles are an ongoing problem although presence seems to 
have been reduced since additional signs were erected. 

 Firewood collection is an ongoing issue and signs put up by 
volunteers have quickly been pulled down. 

 Restricting vehicle access is difficult given the road frontage of this 
reserve however logs are continually being put in place to try and 
deal with this. Small areas where parking on the reserves edge are 
being eliminated also. 



 

Page 267 

  ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 
02 MAY 2016 (CM481) 

L
A

T
R

O
B

E
 C

IT
Y

 C
O

U
N

C
IL

 

 One volunteer asked Council officers what could be done with any 
wild exotic birds (ducks and geese) that appear in the reserves.  
Committees are advised to contact Council on 1300 367 700 to 
report the problem and a Pathway request would go to Local Laws. 
Officers will then try to have the birds caught and re-located. 

 It was suggested that a presentation to school students by either 
Victoria Police and/or Latrobe City officers would be beneficial in 
passing the message on about appropriate behaviour in reserves 
and on trails. 

 Litter is an ongoing issue. 

Initial meeting with Victoria Police 

Council Officers, Cr Gibson, reserve committee members met with Victoria 
Police, in mid-March, to discuss the concerns of the committee in relation 
to inappropriate activities that occur within the reserves. 

The outcomes from this meeting included the following: 

 Victoria Police will be implementing trail bike riders in the community 
and this will include local media on their usage. 

 Council Officers are preparing a report in relation to inappropriate 
behaviour in these reserves and actions to be taken by Council to 
support the committee’s activities. 

 Community to be encouraged to report crime at the time that it 
occurs by dialling triple zero. 

 Educate the community that they can also provide intelligence to 
Crime Stoppers to help solve crimes. 

OPTIONS 

Council should consider the issues of concern presented in this report and 
work directly with the Committees, officers of DELWP and Victoria Police 
to develop an education campaign to educate the community into 
prohibited uses etc. 

CONCLUSION 

Committees of Management are assigned responsibility for the 
management and maintenance of the bushland reserves and rail trail in 
question. 

It is considered that an education campaign be developed, to educate the 
community into prohibited uses etc., in the reserves and how to report this 
to the appropriate authorities.  There is also a requirement to upgrade 
reserve signage to help with education of the community. 

SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS 

Nil 
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Attachments 

1. December 2015 - Bushland Reserve and Trails Vandalism - Committee Meeting 
Notes 

2. 29 March 2016 - Bushland Reserve and Trails - Meeting with Victoria Police 
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15.1 

Management of Inappropriate Activities Affecting 
Bushland Reserves and Rail Trails 

1 December 2015 - Bushland Reserve and Trails 
Vandalism - Committee Meeting Notes ...................................... 271 

2 29 March 2016 - Bushland Reserve and Trails - Meeting 
with Victoria Police ...................................................................... 277 



ATTACHMENT 1 15.1 Management of Inappropriate Activities Affecting Bushland Reserves and Rail 
Trails - December 2015 - Bushland Reserve and Trails Vandalism - Committee Meeting 

Notes 
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Meeting: Public Open Space Vandalism Issues 
 

Date: Wednesday 9 December 2015 
 

Time: 3:00 pm 
 

 

Chairperson: Simon Clark  – Coordinator Recreation Liaison 
 

Venue: Moe Service Centre - Conference Room  

  
Meeting commenced at 3:05 pm 
 
Invitees: 
Cr Peter Gibbons - Latrobe City Council 
Cr Graeme Middlemiss - Latrobe City Council 
Cr Sharon Gibson - Latrobe City Council 
Simon Clark - Latrobe City Council 
Brett McGennisken - Latrobe City Council 
Jamey Mullen - Latrobe City Council 
Steve Wright - Latrobe City Council 
Kerry Snare - Crinigan Bushland Reserve Committee 
Ken Smith - Crinigan Bushland Reserve Committee 
Kate Holz - Crinigan Bushland Reserve Committee 
Bruce King - Edward Hunter Bushland Reserve Committee 
Kevin Jones - Ollerton Avenue Bushland Reserve Committee 
Margaret Coupe - Moe Yallourn Rail Trail Committee 
Martin Downs - Parks Victoria 
Andrew Scanlon – Victoria Police 
Sergeant Ben McWilliam- Victoria Police 
Peter Simpson - Department of Environment, Land, Water & Planning 
Tarnia Leeming - Department of Environment, Land, Water & Planning 
Deb Shaw - Department of Environment, Land, Water & Planning 
Ian Morland - Department of Environment, Land, Water & Planning 
Judy Alexander - Department of Environment, Land, Water & Planning 
 
Attendees: 
Cr Peter Gibbons - Latrobe City Council 
Simon Clark - Latrobe City Council 
Brett McGennisken - Latrobe City Council 
Steve Wright - Latrobe City Council 
Bruce King - Edward Hunter Heritage Bush Reserve Committee 
Julie Murray - Edward Hunter Heritage Bush Reserve Committee 
Kevin Jones - Ollerton Avenue Bushland Reserve Committee 
Margaret Coupe - Moe Yallourn Rail Trail Committee 
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Tarnia Leeming - Department of Environment, Land, Water & Planning 
 
Apologies: 
Cr Sharon Gibson (Latrobe City Council) 
Cr Graeme Middlemiss (Latrobe City Council) 
Ian Morland (Department of Environment, Land, Water & Planning) 
Martin Downs (Parks Victoria) 
Peter Simpson (Department of Environment, Land, Water & Planning) 
Debbie Shaw (Department of Environment, Land, Water & Planning) 
Judy Alexander (Department of Environment, Land, Water & Planning) 
Kate Holz (Crinigan Bushland Reserve Committee) 
Andrew Scanlon (Victoria Police) 
Jamey Mullen (Latrobe City Council) 
 
Discussion of illegal vehicles, dumping of domestic waste, arson, vandalism, illegal 
entry and illegal removal of firewood 
 

Ollerton Avenue Bushland Reserve (Kevin Jones) 
 

1. Three arson events in 2014/15. 
2. Motorbikes using reserve is a constant issue. 
3. Litter is an ongoing problem, particularly from school students. 
4. Dumping of household waste from adjoining properties. 
5. Cutting and removal of fallen trees for firewood. 
 

Moe Yallourn Rail Trail (Margaret Coupe) 
 

1. Trail bikes are a constant problem. Recent patrolling by Dean Caldow (Friends 
of MYRT) seems to have helped.  Signs advising that motorcycles are not 
permitted don’t seem to help. 

2. 4x4 vehicles have been a recent problem. 
3. Graffiti on signs, seating etc is an ongoing problem.  
4. Rubbish dumping, particularly around Sullivan’s Bridge is a problem. 
5. Margaret Coupe stated that some of the rubbish on the rail trail is being dumped 

over the Sullivan’s Track Bridge. 
6. Margaret Coupe stated that she did not believe that motorbikes would ever be 

stopped on the rail trail and that vandalism is considered the biggest issue for 
the rail trail Committee. 

7. Margaret Coupe stated that vehicles are accessing the rail trail via the 
temporary fence on Amaroo Drive.  Simon Clark to investigate why the fence is 
not secure. 

 
Edward Hunter Heritage Bush Reserve (Bruce King) 
 

1. Recent arson attempts (small fires). 
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2. Motorcycles are an ongoing problem although presence seems to have been 
reduced since additional signs were erected. 

3. Firewood collection is an ongoing issue and signs put up by volunteers have 
quickly been pulled down. 

4. Restricting vehicle access is difficult given the road frontage of this reserve 
however logs are continually being put in place to try and deal with this. Small 
areas where parking on the reserves edge are being eliminated also. 

5. Julie Murray asked Council officers what could be done with any wild exotic 
birds that appear in the reserves.  Steve asked the Committee’s to contact 
Council’s 1300 367 700 number and make a report via the Pathway system and 
Local Laws officers will try to have the birds caught and re-located. 

6. Bruce King believes that a presentation to school students by either Victoria 
Police and/or Latrobe City officers would be beneficial in passing the message 
on about appropriate behaviour in reserves and on trails. 

7. Litter is an ongoing issue. 
 

Discussion of Strategies to minimise illegal activities 
 
Motorcycles 
 

1. Encourage people to join a motorcycle club. 
2. Children and unlicensed riders can use private property. 
3. Licensed riders can ride on gazetted roads. 
4. Increased presence and patrolling by volunteers (with High Visibility vests and 

Committee name). 
5. Increased presence and patrolling by Council staff, particularly Local Laws 

officers. 
6. Increased presence and patrolling by Victoria Police. 
7. Produce better signs with more specific information and make these signs 

consistent across all reserves. 
8. Tarnia Leeming will send a draft Media Release regarding illegal vehicles on 

public land to Simon Clark for consideration and comment. 
9. Simon Clark offered to have designed a draft generic information sign for 

motorbikes and distribute to the Committee’s for comment. 
10. Media releases advising that motorcycles are not permitted in reserves.  

NOTE: Tarnia advised that the Gippsland Plains Rail Trail Committee is in the 
process of producing a media release and other reserves and rail trails could be 
included.  This was to be posted on the DELWP Facebook page also. 

 
Rubbish dumping 
 

1. Report rubbish dumping to Council either via 1300 367 700 or better still, use 
the ‘Report an issue’ option on Councils website.  This will ensure that a 
Pathway request is lodged and the issue should be dealt with promptly. 
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2. If volunteers remove any rubbish, they shouldn’t have to pay any fees at 
Transfer Stations or Pinero to dispose of it.  Need to contact Council to arrange 
this prior. 

3. Steve Wright informed the Committee’s that when they experience rubbish 
dumping to contact Council’s 1300 367 700 number and make a report via the 
Pathway system and Local Laws officers will carry out an investigation before 
the rubbish is removed.  Key message is to not touch the rubbish bags until the 
Local Laws officers have finished their investigation. 

4. Simon Clark to investigate the Committee’s being allowed free hard rubbish 
dumping at Council transfer stations.   

 
Graffiti & Vandalism 
 

1. All graffiti and other vandalism should be photographed so that it can be used as 
evidence. 

 
Firewood Collection 

 
1. Better education required through signage and media, including advice on 

where designated firewood collection areas (administered by DELWP). 
 
General Comments 
 

1. Increased representation of all issues via media and ensure the public are well 
educated. 

2. Use of surveillance cameras. 
3. Increased penalties issued by Victoria Police and Local Laws. 
4. Seek funding via ‘Crime Prevention Grants’. 
5. Use the ‘Have Your Say’ feature on the LCC website to report issues. 
6. Active education in local schools with Victoria Police, Latrobe City Council and 

volunteer representation.  All issues previously mentioned should be covered 
along with nature education. 

7. Use of the ‘Eyewatch – Latrobe Police Service Area’ Facebook page to report 
specific issues and increase public awareness. 

8. Increased use of social media (Facebook pages are best) to report incidents, 
increase public awareness and to educate. 

9. Cr Gibbons asked when the meeting report would go to Council. 
10. Cr Gibbons informed the meeting that officers will report back to the Committees 

on what was discussed at the meeting. 
11. Tarnia Leeming offered to send any Crime Prevention Grants information to 

Simon for distribution. 
12. Simon Clark will pass on the Committee’s concerns to Latrobe City senior 

management and Victoria Police. 
13. Steve Wright offered to conduct occasional drive throughs in the reserves and 

rail trail by Local Laws officers. Simon Clark to obtain entry keys for each of the 
reserves and the rail trail and give to Steve Wright. 
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14. Simon Clark to investigate if photos of offenders undertaking illegal activities can 
be placed on Victoria Police’s Facebook page.  It is recommended to discuss 
this initiative with Victoria Police Media Officer Brett Goddard.    

 
Meeting concluded at 4:20 pm 
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RESERVES COMMITTEE MEETING – 11 March 2016 

 

In Attendance 

Andrew Scanlon – Victoria Police - Officer in Charge Highway Patrol 
Peter Fusinato – Victoria Police - Officer in Charge Moe 
Greg Mitchell - Edward Hunter Heritage Bush Reserve Committee 
Kevin Jones - Ollerton Avenue Bushland Reserve Committee 
Margaret Coupe - Moe Yallourn Rail Trail Committee 
Cr Sharon Gibson - Deputy Mayor Latrobe City Council 
Andrew Balfour - Latrobe City Council - Local Laws Officer 
Steven Piasente - Latrobe City Council - General Manager Infrastructure and Recreation 
 
Apology: 
Cr Peter Gibbons 

 
NOTES: 
 
Margaret Coupe  

 Outlined concerns of the groups in particular on the rail trail, signage, media, would like 
a coordinated approach to addressing behaviour. 

 
Kevin Jones  

 Concerns in relation to trail bike usage in the reserves, generally the reserve has better 
control than the other reserves. 

 
Margaret Coupe  

 Still having problems with access onto the rail trail. 
 
Peter Fusinato 

 VicPol need to be able to witness offences or have credible evidence in order to 
undertake prosecutions.  Currently significantly under resourced due to operational 
changes particularly in needing to operate two up.  Seeking government support to 
increase numbers in the area. 
 
Best strategy is for the community to continue to report incidents.  Need media 
campaigns and promotion within the community.  Media needs to be focused on the 
community so that the local community take pride in the local area.   

 
Margaret Coupe 

 Need to educate the community/promote the fines/to contact the police. 
 
Andrew Scanlon 

 Secured funding for two trail bikes for VicPol and a member from Bass Coast to staff 
the bikes.  This is a longer term strategy.  Cars unable to travel off road.  Bikes are 
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currently being fitted up to VicPol standards.  Proposing media in the local community 
once the bikes are ready for use. 

 
Cr Sharon Gibson 

 Council could undertake improved media in Latrobe Valley Express, Facebook in 
relation to crushing of bikes. 

 
Andrew Scanlon 

 Best option is to call 000 for activities that are occurring.  Crime Stoppers can be used 
for information/intelligence in relation to knowledge of illegal behaviour. 

 
Margaret Coupe 

 A media release was proposed from DELWP regarding rail trail usage. 
 
Andrew Scanlon 

 We need to have one consistent message to address concerns. 
 
Margaret Coupe  

 Some in the community feel as though they have no power to do anything. 
 
Peter Fusinato 

 Need to develop a clear communications, report events at the time that they occur or 
provide information/intelligence in relation to illegal behaviour. 

 
Steven Piasente 

 Is there an option to redirect any potential offenders to the motorcycle clubs. 
 
Cr Sharon Gibson 

 Is there any value in the community taking photos of offenders. 
 
Greg Mitchell 

 Recent concern has been in relation to motorcycle access, vandalism has been 
sporadic in the past. 

 
Kevin Jones 

 Have had problems with vandalism but it has also been sporadic. 
 
Margaret Coupe - Vandalism/Graffiti has diminished somewhat. 
 
Peter Fusinato 

 VicPol had previously run a taskforce in relation to graffiti and this had an impact. 
 
Margaret Coupe 

 Signage is important and the current ones are out of date. 
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Andrew Scanlon 

 Motorbike patrols will be undertaken primarily during winter. During summer other 
activities will take priority.  The police presence will be a deterrent.  The barriers that 
are at the end of the rail trail have been effective in preventing access to the rail trail. 

 
Andrew Scanlon 

 Is it possible to include engineering treatments such as a gate across the track with a 
hidden lock.  Behaviour change in the community is likely to occur through usage of 
trail bikes by Victoria Police. 

 
Greg Mitchell 

 Had problems with inappropriate behaviour (drug usage) implemented changes to 
improve the situation.  This was achieved by limiting access to hidden areas. 

 
Andrew Scanlon 

 Crime stoppers is a good tool for providing intelligence to VicPol. 
 
 
Meeting Summary: 

 Victoria Police to implement trail bike riders in the community and this will include local 
media on their usage. 

 Council Officers are preparing a report in relation to inappropriate behaviour in these 
reserves and actions to be taken by Council. 

 Community to be encouraged to report crime at the time that it occurs by dialling triple 
zero. 

 Community can also provide intelligence to Crime Stoppers in relation to information to 
help solve crimes. 
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15.2 2016/17 COMMUNITY GRANTS PROGRAM 

General Manager  Infrastructure and Recreation  
         

For Decision  

 

PURPOSE 

The purpose of this report is to present to Councillors the proposed 
process and timeline for the 2016/17 Community Grants Program. 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

It is proposed to officially open the 2016/17 Community Grants Program 
for application on Sunday, 8 May 2016 and close for application on 
Sunday, 17 July 2016. 

The opening and closing of the 2016/17 Community Grants Program is 
earlier than in previous years to allow for Council to allocate grants to the 
community prior to the ‘caretaker period’ during September and October. 

The proposed approval of the community grants program by Council is 
Monday, 22 August 2016. 
 
Impacts of an early program 

Council’s Policy requires that grant applicants have acquitted any current 
grants prior to making an application for any new grants. (Refer to 
attachment 1 - Community Grants Policy 15 POL-6) 
 
In regards to the completion and acquittal of community grants, the 
Community Grants Policy 15 POL-6 (page 5-6) states the following: 
 

 The project must be completed and acquitted within 12 months from 
notification of ‘approval’ of a community grant. If not, the group will 
not be considered for a community grant in the following financial 
year/s. 

o Council will rescind the grant after the twelve month period, if 

the group has not made contact with Council to: claim the grant 
funding; complete the project and provide an acquittal for the 
project. 

o If an extension of time is required, the applicant must write to 

Council requesting an extension to the 12 month period. 

o Approval by Council is required. 

 

As last year’s grant recipients were notified in November 2015 and in 
accordance with the conditions set out in the Community Grants Program 
Policy 15 POL-6, groups have until December 2016 to complete and 
acquit their project/s.   

It would be argued that by opening the 2016/17 grants program early, 
groups have not had sufficient time to acquit their 2015/16 grant/s, 
therefore making them ineligible to apply for a 2016/17 community grant. 
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In order to overcome this concern Council could either; 

1. Proceed with the grant program as proposed and if the grant 
program is undersubscribed then run a further program later in the 
2016/17 financial year or; 

2. Modify the current policy, for the 2016/17 year only, to allow 
applications from those organisations who have not acquitted current 
grants. 

A comprehensive media and advertising campaign will be undertaken to 
ensure there is widespread community awareness of the opening of the 
Community Grants Program, with initial advertising to begin on Thursday, 
5 May 2016. 

A number of ‘hands-on’ open sessions to assist applicants with their on-
line applications will be arranged; in addition Latrobe City Council officers 
will provide individual assistance upon request. 

 

MOTION 
 
Moved:  Cr Gibson 
Seconded:  Cr White 
  

That Council:  

1. Brings forward the application process for the 2016/17 
Community Grants Program to May 2016 in order to allow 
Council to allocate community grants by August 2016. 

2. Modifies the current Community Grant Policy, for the 2016/17 
financial year only, to allow applications from groups that 
have not acquitted their 2015/16 community grants. 

3. Requires those groups who receive 2016/17 grants to acquit 
all grants within the 2016/17 financial year. 

For: Crs Rossiter, White, O'Callaghan, Middlemiss, Kam, 
Harriman, Gibbons and Gibson 

 
Against: Cr Sindt 
 
CARRIED 

 

DECLARATION OF INTEREST 

No officer declared an interest under the Local Government Act 1989 in 
the preparation of this report. 

OFFICER COMMENTS 

The following timetable outlines key dates for the 2016/17 Community 
Grants Program application submission / assessment / approval process: 
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Date Action 

Monday, 18 April 2016 
 

Councillor Briefing Report to provide proposed schedule 
for 2016/17 Community Grants Program. 

Monday, 2 May 2016 Schedule for 2016/17 Community Grants Program 
approved by Council. 

Commencing  
Thursday, 5 May 2016 

News release and advertisement campaign to 
commence from Thursday, 5 May 2016 to outline the 
opening and closing of the Community Grants Program. 
 
Community Grants Program officially opens for 
application on Sunday, 8 May 2016.  Application forms 
and guidelines will be available online. 

Commencing  
2016 

Three open days are proposed for community members 
to use Latrobe City Council computers, with staff 
assistance provided, to guide applicants through the on-
line grant application.  These sessions will be held in the 
Latrobe Room, Traralgon Service Centre:  
1. Saturday, 21 May 2016 from 9.00 to 1.00 pm 

2. Thursday, 26 May 2016  from 3.30 pm to 7.30 pm  

3. Wednesday, 8 June 2016 from 9.00 am to 1.00 pm 

Sunday, 17 July 2016 Applications close at midnight. 

Commencing  
Monday, 18 July 2016 

 Input of data 

 Eligibility check 

 Preparation of spreadsheets 

Commencing  
Wednesday, 20 July 
2016 

Council Officer Assessment/Scoring: 

 Minor Capital Works 

 Community Development 

 Events 

Commencing Monday, 
25 July 2016 

Initial consultation with Councillors 

Monday, 8 August 2016 
 

Draft recommendations – agenda review for Councillor 
discussion at a Briefing (1) Session 

Monday, 22 August 
2016 
 

Final report for decision by Council at the Ordinary 
Council Meeting 

Commencing  

23 August 2016 

Applicants informed in writing and via email of the 

outcome of their application/s 

September 2016 Media campaign undertaken to highlight grant 
allocations 
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Funding Allocations 

The proposed budget for the 2016/17 Community Grants Program is:  
 

Grant Type Budget 

Minor Capital Works $360,000 

Community Development $30,000 

Events $25,000 

Total  $415,000 

 
The total amount of grant funding allocated per community group will not 
exceed $5,000 and the following indicates the maximum grant amount per 
category: 

 Minor Capital Works - $5,000 

 Community Development - $2,000 

 Events - $2,000 

A group can apply in multiple categories however; the combined amount 
requested should not exceed $5,000. 
 
‘Hands-on’ Open Sessions 

To assist groups that don’t have access to, or knowledge of computers 
and on-line systems, we will be holding three open ‘hands-on’ sessions.  
Groups can attend the Latrobe Training Room at the Traralgon offices to 
prepare and submit their applications on-line, with the assistance of 
Latrobe City Council staff on the following dates: 
 
1. Saturday, 21 May 2016 from 9.00 to 1.00 pm 

2. Thursday, 26 May 2016  from 3.30 pm to 7.30 pm  

3. Wednesday, 8 June 2016 from 9.00 am to 1.00 pm 

Groups are required to register their interest in attending these sessions 
and be prepared with the following information, in order to complete their 
on-line application: 

 Email address; 

 If the group has used SmartyGrants previously, they will require their 
email login and password; 

 Australian Business Number; 

 Quotes and/or plans for their proposed project/s. 

 If the group requires an Auspice, they will require written evidence 
from the Auspice, that the Auspice is prepared to sponsor the group 
and manage the grants funds on their behalf, should the group be 
successful in their application. 

In addition, Latrobe City Council officers will be available to meet with 
community groups by appointment, to assist with their applications at an 
agreed date and time, during office hours.   

 
Guidelines & Information Booklet 

A full copy of the Community Grants Program ‘Guidelines & Information’ 
booklet is attached (Refer to attachment 2). 
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Information Pack for Councillors 

To assist Councillors in supporting our systems, officers will provide an 
information pack to take to community group meetings that will include:  

 Instructions of how to navigate our website and use our on-line 
system 

 Who to contact when they need help 

 Details of open sessions for preparing online grant applications 

 How to prepare a successful grant application online 

 Links to other grants available for eligible groups within Victoria 

 Community Grants Guidelines & Information 

 Community Grants Policy 

 Timetable of the Community Grants Program 

 Hard copy version of the application 
 
Assessment  

In accordance with the Local Government Act 1989 (Councillor’s 
Discretionary Funds), officers will make recommendations on applications 
ranking projects based on the highest score to the lowest.  Each 
application to be assessed and scored in accordance with the community 
grants program criteria, funding projects within the budget allocation. 

Each application is scored on the following set criteria: 

1. The group's 'need' for this project  

2. The group’s capability of delivering the project 

3. The benefits the project/s will have for the community 

4. The group’s contribution to the project/s  

5. Quotes and/or plans in support of the application 

A report will be presented to Council making recommendations of 
applications to be funded, for Council approval. 

 
 

Attachments 

1. Community Grants Program Policy 15 POL-6 

2. 2016/17 Community Grants Program Guidelines & Information 
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15.2 

2016/17 Community Grants Program 

1 Community Grants Program Policy 15 POL-6 ........................... 287 

2 2016/17 Community Grants Program Guidelines & 
Information ................................................................................... 295 
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COMMUNITY SERVICES
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16. COMMUNITY SERVICES 

16.1 LATROBE CITY MUNICIPAL EARLY YEARS PLAN 2016-2020 

General Manager  Infrastructure and Recreation  
         

For Decision  

 

PURPOSE 

The purpose of this report is to present to Council the Draft Latrobe City 
Municipal Early Years Plan (MEYP) 2016-2020 and to seek endorsement 
to release the draft plan for community comment in accordance with 
Council’s Community Engagement Strategy. 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

The Draft Municipal Early Years Plan 2016-2020 is presented to Council 
for consideration and to seek endorsement to release the Draft Plan for 
community comment. 

The Latrobe City Municipal Early Years Plan 2011-2015 was designed to 
provide strategic direction for the development and coordination of early 
years programs, activities and other local community development 
processes that impact on children 0-8 years within the municipality. 

The MEYP 2011-2015 has now reached its conclusion and a new Plan is 
required to be developed to articulate Latrobe City Council’s role in 
planning and infrastructure development as well as advocacy and 
community development for children during the early years. 

After considerable consultation with the community and other relevant 
stakeholders, a Draft MEYP 2016-2020 has been developed, resulting in 
three strategic priorities: 

  Growing up Happy, Healthy and Safe 

  Learning for Life 

  Strong Communities, Strong Families 

It is recommended that the Draft Municipal Early Years Plan 2016-2020 is 
released for community comment prior to the finalisation of the Plan. 

Cr Sharon Gibson left the meeting, the time being 07:34 PM 

Cr Sharon Gibson returned to the meeting, the time being 07:36 PM 
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MOTION 
 
Moved:  Cr O'Callaghan 
Seconded:  Cr Middlemiss 
  
That Council endorses the Draft Municipal Early Years Plan 2016-
2020 for community comment for a period of 6 weeks commencing 
4 May 2016 and concluding 15 June 2016.  
 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 

 

DECLARATION OF INTEREST 

No officer declared a conflict of interest under the Local Government Act 
1989 in the preparation of this report. 

STRATEGIC FRAMEWORK 

This report is consistent with Latrobe 2026: The Community Vision for 
Latrobe Valley and the Latrobe City Council Plan 2013-2017. 

Latrobe 2026: The Community Vision for Latrobe Valley 

Strategic Objectives – Community 

In 2026, Latrobe valley is one of the most liveable regions in Victoria, 
known for its high quality health, education and community services, 
supporting communities that are safe, connected and proud. 

Strategic Objectives – Advocacy and Partnerships 

In 2026, Latrobe valley is supported by diversity of Government, agency, 
industry and community leaders, committed to working together to 
advocate for and deliver sustainable local outcomes. 
 
Latrobe City Council Plan 2013 - 2017 

Theme and Objectives 

Theme 2: Affordable and sustainable facilities, services and recreation 

To promote and support a healthy, active and connected community. 

To provide facilities and services that are accessible and meet the needs 
of our diverse community. 
 
Strategic Direction – 

Work in partnership with all stakeholders to ensure the provision of quality 
education and care services to the community. 

Theme 4: Advocacy for and consultation with our community 

To advocate for and support cooperative relationships between business, 
industry and the community. 
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Strategic Direction – 

Advocate for the alignment of local education, training and health services 
with the needs of businesses, industry and the community. 
 
BACKGROUND 

In 2006, The Municipal Association of Victoria (MAV) and the State 
Government developed the Municipal Early Years Plan (MEYP) initiative. It 
was aimed at supporting Councils to be better placed to provide strategic 
direction for the coordination and development of early years’ programs, 
activities, services and facilities. 

In 2010, the Victorian Government funded the MAV to review the 2006 
MEYP framework in relation to current policy context and local government 
strategic planning processes. 

The resulting revised framework was instrumental in the development of 
the Latrobe City Municipal Early Years Plan 2011-2015 which was 
designed to provide strategic direction for the development and 
coordination of early years programs, activities and other local community 
development processes that impact on children 0-8 years within the 
municipality. 

 
Since the development of the MEYP 2011-2015 a range of activities and 
reviews related to early years services have been undertaken by Council. 
They include: 

 The development of the Children’s Services Plan; a strategic 
document guiding the future direction of Latrobe City’s Children’s 
Services. 

 The introduction of Family Support workers into the Enhanced 
Maternal and Child Health team allowing intensive support to be 
provided to our most vulnerable families. 

 Feasibility study into the future of the Family Day Care program. 

 Introduction of the Commonwealth of Australian Governments 
(COAG) National Quality Framework, a framework that sets a high 
standard for the delivery of Early Years Services across Australia. 

 The development of the Early Years Reference Committee. 

Latrobe City’s Municipal Early Years Plan 2011-2015 has now reached its 
conclusion and a new plan is required to be developed to further identify 
Council’s role across early years programs.  

KEY POINTS/ISSUES 

Latrobe City’s Municipal Early Years Plan 2016-2020 aims to strengthen 
local support for children and families throughout the critical early stages 
of children’s development and family formation with a particular emphasis 
on 0-8 years. 
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The broad scope of the MEYP 2016-2020 seeks to address all aspects of 
community and family life which influence health, well-being, education, 
social connection, economic support, urban and neighbourhood design 
and developmental outcomes for children and families.  

Furthermore, the MEYP 2016-2020 sets out strategic objectives, along 
with performance criteria, on a rolling 4 year timescale, based on 
community and stakeholder consultation. 

Key Stakeholders 

 Families and children aged 0-8 years of age. 

 Families who have special needs related to cultural issues, health 

and disability, poverty and lack of education. 

 Providers of Universal Services and Health Services. 

 Latrobe City Early Years Reference Committee. 

 Latrobe Best Start (which includes representatives from many other 

community groups). 

Consultation 
  
A lengthy consultation period for the Draft MEYP 2016-2020 beginning in 
October 2014 was undertaken and resulted in over 300 people 
participating in consultation activities and an additional 213 survey 
respondents. This process included: 

 Consulting with children and families through pictures and 

conversations at the Children’s Expo 2014 with 1,520 people in 

attendance. 

 A survey was made available to parents and the community during 

the second half of 2015 and a total of 213 responses were received.  

 Discussions with Early Years professionals, gaining their perspective 

of the current landscape for families within Latrobe City. 

 Activities conducted with the children in Preschools and Early Years 

of Primary School to understand their thoughts, ideas and needs in 

relation to their early years in Latrobe City. 

  
Consultation Themes 

The consultation completed with parents at the 2014 Children’s Expo 
indicated that accessibility and affordability of services and activities was a 
common theme amongst those participating. 

The survey was made available during the second half of 2015 and a total 
of 213 responses were received. Survey results have indicated that 
accessibility of education and care services is not a common issue 
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however affordable and accessible activities for children under school age  
is.  

Other common themes that were noticed in the surveys were: 

 Safe open spaces/environment. 

 Safe, clean toilets. 

 Better public transport. 

 Enclosed parks/play equipment. 

 Provision of Bike tracks/ open space. 

 
Strategic Priorities 

Three Strategic Priorities have been identified through the research and 
consultation process. These reflect the Community Vision within Latrobe 
2026 and are aligned with the Council Plan 2013 – 2017. 
 
Growing Up Happy, Healthy and Safe 

A healthy and safe environment is vital to a child’s development. Children 
have a right to grow up in a safe environment free of harm and be 
confident to take risks to enhance their learning. Research shows that a 
healthy lifestyle from early childhood leads to improved outcomes both 
academically and socially into the future. 
Learning for Life 

Learning starts early in life (from birth) and continues through your entire 
life. Research shows that a loving, healthy and intellectually stimulating 
early childhood is critical to a person’s well-being and success throughout 
life. The brain has the greatest capacity for change during these early 
years, that is why an investment in education from birth is key to ultimate 
success. 

Parents and caregivers are a child’s first teacher in life and it’s extremely 
important that we consider them and other educators when planning for 
the learning of our children. 
 
Strong Communities, Strong Families 

A community plays an enormous role in supporting families and children to 
thrive and achieve the best possible outcomes. The opportunities for 
communities and community organisations to empower families are 
endless. Community and professionals need to connect and plan to 
ensure place based planning occurs to meet the needs of the individual. 
Families also need to be aware of services and support available within 
the local community to support them and ultimately improve outcomes for 
children.  
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Links and Relationships to Council Strategies/Plans 

There is a direct relationship between the Municipal Early Years Plan and 
the Council Plan 2013-2017 and the Latrobe Municipal Health and 
Wellbeing Plan. When developing the Draft MEYP, clear links and 
relationships were identified and these are outlined in the document under 
each strategic priority. 

Furthermore, some of the common themes that were identified through the 
consultation process were; safe open spaces/environment, enclosed 
parks/play equipment and provision of bike tracks/open space. 

Currently, Latrobe City is in the process of developing the Playspace 
Strategy and Tracks, Trails and Pathway Strategy. These strategies will 
result in outcomes that are highly relevant to the themes/strategic priorities 
as identified by the community in the development of the MEYP 2016-
2020.  

 

State Government – Roadmap to Reform (Strong Families, Safe 
Children) 

There is currently another piece of work being undertaken by State 
Government that may provide relevant linkages in the development of 
Latrobe City’s MEYP 2016-2020; that is: 

 Road Map to Reform (Strong Families, Safe Children) 

Further information regarding this work is not yet forthcoming but should 
this be released in the coming months, any relevant information will be 
incorporated into the final MEYP that will be presented to Council after the 
community comment period. 

State Government – Education State Early Childhood Reform Plan 

In addition, the State Government has recently released consultation 
findings in relation to the development of the Education State Early 
Childhood Early Childhood Reform Plan. The proposed themes for the 
Plan are: 

 Earlier engagement in learning. 

 Boost to educational quality. 

 More support for parents.  

 More support for vulnerable and disadvantaged children and families. 

 Better connection between services. 

There are some clear connections between the three strategic priorities in 
the Draft MEYP and this Plan.  

Implementation of the MEYP/Annual Actions 

Annual Action Plans will be developed on a yearly basis outlining the 
actions that Latrobe City Council and other partners will undertake to 
ensure the objectives of the plan remain relevant, are being met and can 
evolve with the changing nature of the sector. 
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The Early Years Reference Committee will be responsible for reviewing 
the Plan with a report provided back to Council, stakeholders and the 
community on an annual basis. 

RISK IMPLICATIONS 

Risk has been considered as part of this report and it is considered to be 
consistent with the Risk Management framework.  

Risk That the draft review is not released for community comment 
within the appropriate timeframes.  

Outcome Delayed adoption of the final Latrobe City Municipal Early Years 
Plan 2016-2020. 

Likelihood Unlikely 

Consequence Minor  

Risk Rating Low 

Risk Mitigation 
Detailed draft strategy and action plan presented to Council for 

endorsement to release for community comment. 

 

FINANCIAL AND RESOURCES IMPLICATIONS 

Currently, there are no financial or resource implications as a result of the 
MEYP. 

Should any annual actions evolve and result in the need for additional 
resources, funding opportunities will be investigated by all stakeholders of 
this Plan. 

 

INTERNAL/EXTERNAL CONSULTATION 

Engagement Method Used: 

Pre- Draft Development 

 Consulting with children and families through pictures and 

conversations at the Children’s Expo 2014 with 1,520 people in 

attendance. 

 A survey was made available to parents and the community during 

the second half of 2015 and a total of 213 responses were received.  

 Discussions with Early Years professionals, gaining their perspective 

of the current landscape of families within Latrobe City. 

 Activities conducted with the children in Preschools and Early Years 

of Primary School to understand their thoughts, ideas and needs in 

relation to their early years in Latrobe City. 
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Community Comment Period 

DATE (2016) 13 
April - 25 May ACTIVITY VENUE/MEDIUM RESPONSIBILITY 

4-May Advertise/publish 
community comment 
period to general public. 

LCC Website 
Social Media 
Council Noticeboard 
LV Express  

LCC - Media 

4-May Place copies of draft 
MEYP Plan at facilities, 
including feedback 
instructions. 

Early Learning Centres 
Leisure Centres  
Libraries 

LCC - Family 
Services 

May/June Information on MEYP 
provided to community 
at Library Storytime 
sessions.  

Morwell Library 
Moe Library 
Traralgon Library 
Churchill Hub 

LCC - Family 
Services 

May/June Distribution of draft 
document to key 
stakeholders for 
feedback.  

Direct Contact LCC - Family 
Services 

May/June Distribution of draft 
document to pre-school 
Committees. 

Direct Contact - Mail Out LCC - Family 
Services 

May/June 
 
 
 
 

 

Letters to all parents of 
children attending 
Latrobe City day care and 
pre-school advising them 
of the community 
comment period. 

TBC LCC - Family 
Services 

 

Details of Community Consultation / Results of Engagement: 

The pre-draft development consultation entailed a number of activities 
(outlined above) and was instrumental in the development/formation of the 
draft MEYP 2016-2020. 

OPTIONS 

Council has the following options in relation to the Draft Municipal Early 
Years Plan 2016-2020: 

1. Endorse the Draft Municipal Early Years Plan 2016-2020 for 
community comment for a period of 6 weeks commencing 4 May 
2016 and concluding 15 June 2016. 

2. Not endorse the Draft Municipal Early Years Plan 2016-2020 for 
community comment for a period of 6 weeks commencing 4 May 
2016 and concluding 15 June 2016. 

3. Request further information or changes be provided in relation to the 
Draft Municipal Early Years Plan 2016-2020. 
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CONCLUSION 

The Latrobe City Municipal Early Years Plan 2011-2015 was designed to 
provide strategic direction for the development and coordination of early 
years programs, activities and other local community development 
processes that impact on children 0-8 years within the municipality. 

The MEYP 2011-2015 has now reached its conclusion and a new Plan is 
required to be developed to articulate Latrobe City Council’s role in 
planning and infrastructure development as well as advocacy and 
community development for children during the early years. 

After consultation with the community and relevant stakeholders, a Draft 
Municipal Early Years Plan 2016-2020 has been developed, resulting in 
three strategic priorities; Growing up Happy, Healthy and Safe, Learning 
for Life and Strong Communities, Strong Families. 

SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS 

Latrobe City Municipal Early Years Plan 2011-2015 

 
 

Attachments 

1. Draft Latrobe City Municipal Early Years Plan 2016-2020 
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16.1 

Latrobe City Municipal Early Years Plan 2016-2020 

1 Draft Latrobe City Municipal Early Years Plan 2016-2020 ........ 319 
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CORPORATE SERVICES
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17. CORPORATE SERVICES 

17.1 ASSEMBLIES OF COUNCILLORS 

General Manager  Corporate Services  
         

For Information  

 

PURPOSE 

The purpose of this report is to present to Council the Assembly of 
Councillor forms submitted since the Ordinary Council Meeting held on 11 
April 2016.  

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

The following Assemblies of Councillors took place:  

Date Assembly 
Details 

In Attendance Confidential Conflicts 
of Interest 
Declared 

30 
March 
2016 

Rail Freight 
Working 
Group 

Councillors: Cr 
Middlemiss, Cr Gibbons 

Officers: Phil Stone, 
Bruce Connelly, Donna 
Taylor 

Confidential 
under Section 
89(2)(e) 
proposed 
developments 

Nil 

04 April  
2016 

Councillor 
Briefing 

Councillors: Cr Sindt, 
Cr Middlemiss, Cr 
Gibbons, Cr Harriman, 
Cr O’Callaghan, Cr 
Kam, Cr Rossiter, Cr 
Gibson 

Officers: 

No Cr 
Middlemiss 

08 April 
2016 

War 
Memorial 
Advisory 
Committee 
Meeting 

Councillors: Cr 
Harriman 

Officers: Henry 
Morrison, Kevan 
Delaney 

No Nil 

11 April 
2016 

Early Years 
Reference 
Committee 
meeting 

Councillors: Cr 
O’Callaghan 

Officers: Bill 
Macpherson, Kelly 
Woolston 

No Nil 

12 April  
2016 

Churchill & 
District 

Councillors: Cr White 

Officers: Bill 

No Nil 
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Date Assembly 
Details 

In Attendance Confidential Conflicts 
of Interest 
Declared 

Community 
Hub (Joint) & 
Advisory 
Committee 
Meeting 

Macpherson, Kelly 
Woolston 

12 April  
2016 

Churchill & 
District 
Community 
Hub Advisory 
Committee 
Meeting 

Councillors: Cr White 

Officers: Bill 
Macpherson, Kelly 
Woolston 

 

No Nil 

13 April 
2016 

Morwell Town 
Common 
Development 
Plan Project 
Control 
Group 

Councillors: Cr 
Middlemiss 

Officers: Simon Clark 

No Nil 

 

MOTION 
 
Moved:  Cr Gibson 
Seconded:  Cr Middlemiss 
  

That Council receives and notes the Assemblies of Councillors 
records submitted which have been held within the period 30 
March 2016 to 13 April 2016.  
 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 

 

DECLARATION OF INTEREST 

No officer declared an interest under the Local Government Act 1989 in 
the preparation of this report. 

 

Attachments 

1. Rail Freight Working Group 30 March 2016 (confidential) 
2. Councillor Briefing 04 April 2016 

3. War Memorial Advisory Committee 08 April 2016 
4. Early Years Reference Committee 11 April 2016 

5. Churchill & District Community Hub (Joint) Advisory Committee Meeting 12 April 
2016 

6. Churchill & District Community Hub  Advisory Committee Meeting 12 April 2016 
7. Morwell Town Common Development Plan Project Control Group 13 April 2016 

  



 

Page 340 

  ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 
02 MAY 2016 (CM481) 

L
A

T
R

O
B

E
 C

IT
Y

 C
O

U
N

C
IL

 

17.1 

Assemblies of Councillors 

1 Rail Freight Working Group 30 March 2016 (confidential) ....... 341 

2 Councillor Briefing 04 April 2016 ............................................... 343 

3 War Memorial Advisory Committee 08 April 2016 .................... 345 

4 Early Years Reference Committee 11 April 2016 ...................... 347 

5 Churchill & District Community Hub (Joint) Advisory 
Committee Meeting 12 April 2016 ............................................... 349 

6 Churchill & District Community Hub  Advisory 
Committee Meeting 12 April 2016 ............................................... 351 

7 Morwell Town Common Development Plan Project 
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Cr Harriman declared a direct interest under Section 77B of The Local 
Government Act 1989 in respect to this item. 
 
Cr Dale Harriman left the meeting, the time being 07:37 pm 

17.2 CONTRACT VARIATIONS AND CONTRACTS AWARDED BY THE 
CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER FOR THE PERIOD 1 JANUARY 
2016 TO 31 MARCH 2016 

General Manager  Corporate Services  
         

For Information  

 

 

PURPOSE 

The purpose of this report is to provide Council with a summary of all 
contract variations by approving delegate and contracts awarded by the 
Chief Executive Officer under delegation for the period 1 January 2016 to 
31 March 2016. 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

Policy – Procurement Policy 15 POL-8 

2.12 Contract Management 

Contract variations are reported to Council on a quarterly basis. 

All contract variations by approving delegate and contracts awarded by the 
Chief Executive Officer under delegation are detailed in the attachment. 

 

MOTION 
 
Moved:  Cr White 
Seconded:  Cr Middlemiss 
  

That Council receives and notes this report on contract variations 
and contracts awarded by the Chief Executive Officer during the 
period 1 January 2016 to 31 March 2016. 
 
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY  

 

DECLARATION OF INTEREST 

No officer declared an interest under the Local Government Act 1989 in 
the preparation of this report. 

 
 

Attachments 

1. Contract Variation Details and Contracts awarded by the Chief Executive Officer 
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17.2 
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Chief Executive Officer for the period 1 January 2016 

to 31 March 2016 
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Chief Executive Officer ............................................................... 361 
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Cr Dale Harriman returned to the meeting, the time being 07:38 PM  

17.3 QUARTERLY FINANCE REPORT - MARCH 2016 

General Manager  Corporate Services  
         

For Information  

 

PURPOSE 

The purpose of this report is to present the March 2016 Quarterly Finance 
Report. 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

This report meets the requirements of the Local Government Act 1989 to 
report to Council at least every three months comparing budget and actual 
revenue and expenditure for the financial year to date. 

The report shows that Council overall is operating within the parameters of 
its adopted budget with most variances relating to carry forward funds 
from the previous year and the timing of revenue and expenditure within 
the current financial year. 

The report is provided for Council’s information. 
 

MOTION 
 
Moved:  Cr White 
Seconded:  Cr Rossiter 
  

That Council receives and notes the March 2016 Quarterly Finance 
Report for the nine months ended 31 March 2016, in accordance 
with the requirements of the Local Government Act 1989. 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 

 

DECLARATION OF INTEREST 

No officer declared an interest under the Local Government Act 1989 in 
the preparation of this report. 

STRATEGIC FRAMEWORK 

This report is consistent with Latrobe 2026: The Community Vision for 
Latrobe Valley and the Latrobe City Council Plan 2013-2017. 

Latrobe 2026: The Community Vision for Latrobe Valley 

Strategic Objectives - Governance 
In 2026, Latrobe Valley has a reputation for conscientious leadership and 
governance, strengthened by an informed and engaged community, 
committed to enriching local decision making. 
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Latrobe City Council Plan 2013 - 2017 

Theme and Objectives 

Theme 3: Efficient, effective and accountable governance 
 
Strategic Direction – Regularly report Council decisions and performance 
to the community 
 
Legislation – 

Local Government Act 1989 
 

BACKGROUND 

Under the provisions of the Local Government Act 1989 Section 138 (1), 
at least every three months, the Chief Executive Officer must ensure that a 
statement comparing the budgeted revenue and expenditure for the 
financial year with the actual revenue and expenditure to date is presented 
to Council at a Council meeting which is open to the public.  This report 
ensures compliance with this legislative requirement. 

The attached report as at 31 March 2016 is provided for the information of 
Council and the community.  The financial report compares budgeted 
income and expenditure with actual results for the first nine months of the 
financial year. 

KEY POINTS/ISSUES 

The attached report provides the overall outcomes of the first half of the 
2015/2016 financial year together with forecasted year end results 
compared to budget. The  key issues of note are: 

 The “Income Statement” report forecasts a surplus result for the full 
financial year of $10.6M which is an unfavourable variance of $1.4M 
to the original budget. This is mainly due to expenditure relating to 
income which was received in the 2014/15 financial year where 
projects are ongoing or grants received relating to 2015/16 were 
advanced to Council earlier. 

 The “Balance Sheet” shows that Council maintains a strong liquidity 
position with a $88.1M in current assets compared to $22.9M current 
liabilities. 

 The “Statement of Cash Flows” shows that Council has $66.4M in 
Cash and Financial assets (i.e. investments). The level is higher than 
anticipated due to carry forward funds from previous financial years 
including capital works, reserves funds and government grants 
advanced earlier than expected. 

 The “Statement of Capital Works Statement” shows a forecast 
expenditure of $36.4M compared to the budget of $35.2M. This is 
mainly a result of carry forward works and additional unbudgeted 
grant funding to be received e.g. Roads to Recovery and Blackspot 
programs largely offset by current year project funding that is now 
expected to be carried over to the 2016/2017 financial year. 
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 The “Financial Performance Ratios’ indicate that Council remains 
within the industry expected ranges. 

Further details on these and other items are provided in the attached 
report including year to date and full year forecast income and expenditure 
variances and explanations, balance sheet and cash flow movements to 
date, capital works expenditure to date and full year forecasts, together 
with the financial performance ratios as per the Local Government 
Performance Reporting Framework (LGPRF). 

RISK IMPLICATIONS 

Risk has been considered as part of this report and it is considered to be 
consistent with the Risk Management framework.  

This report assists in ensuring legislative requirements are met. 

FINANCIAL AND RESOURCES IMPLICATIONS 

The attached report provides details of budget variances for the nine 
months to 31 March 2016 and the forecasted full financial year. 

INTERNAL/EXTERNAL CONSULTATION 

No consultation was required in the preparation of this report. 

OPTIONS 

The requirement to report on financial and key strategic actions quarterly 
is a statutory requirement, therefore the options that exist are: 

1. Council receives and notes the March 2016 Quarterly Finance 
Report for the nine months ended 31 March 2016, in accordance with 
the requirements of the Local Government Act 1989; or 

2. Council seeks additional information. 

CONCLUSION 

The attached report provides financial details, as required by the Local 
Government Act 1989.  The report indicates that Council is operating 
within the parameters of its 2015/2016 adopted budget.  Variances arising 
from the timing of the receipt of Victoria Grants Commission funding and 
other higher than expected carry forward funds which led to a higher than 
expected surplus in 2014/2015 have resulted in a forecasted decreased 
operating surplus for the current financial year. 

SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS 

Nil 

 
 

Attachments 

1. Quarterly Finance Report - March 2016 

  



 

Page 375 

  ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 
02 MAY 2016 (CM481) 

L
A

T
R

O
B

E
 C

IT
Y

 C
O

U
N

C
IL

 

17.3 

Quarterly Finance Report - March 2016 

1 Quarterly Finance Report - March 2016 ..................................... 377 
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18. URGENT BUSINESS 

18.1 INCLUSION OF URGENT BUSINESS 

MOTION 
 
Moved:  Cr O'Callaghan 
Seconded:  Cr Middlemiss 
  
That Council admits, in accordance with the Meeting Procedure 
Local Law Clause 26 the following item of business as it cannot 
safely or conveniently be deferred until the next Ordinary meeting: 

Agnes Brereton Park Traralgon – Preparation of Work Plan for 
Repairs 
 
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 

 

18.2 AGNES BRERETON PARK TRARALGON - PREPARATION OF 
WORK PLAN FOR REPAIRS 

MOTION 
 
Moved:  Cr O'Callaghan 
Seconded:  Cr Harriman 
  
That Council: 

1. Takes immediate action to inspect, stabilise and prepare a work 
plan to ensure the surface of the netball courts at Agnes 
Brereton Park Traralgon are safe and appropriately repaired; 
and 

2. Advises the Traralgon Netball Club of the timeframe for this 
work; and 

3. Requests a report to be provided to the next Ordinary Council 
meeting regarding the outcomes. 

 
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
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19. MEETING CLOSED TO THE PUBLIC 

Section 89(2) of the Local Government Act 1989 enables the Council to 
close the meeting to the public if the meeting is discussing any of the 
following:   
(a) Personnel matters;  
(b) The personal hardship of any resident or ratepayer;  
(c) Industrial matters;  
(d) Contractual matters;  
(e) Proposed developments;  
(f) Legal advice;  
(g) Matters affecting the security of Council property;  
(h) Any other matter which the Council or Special Committee considers 

would prejudice the Council or any person;  
(i) A resolution to close the meeting to members of the public. 

MOTION 
 
Moved:  Cr White 
Seconded:  Cr Gibson 
  
That the Ordinary Meeting of Council closes this meeting to the public 
to consider the following items which are of a confidential nature, 
pursuant to section 89(2) of the Local Government Act 1989 for the 
reasons indicated: 

19.1 CONFIDENTIAL ITEMS HELD OVER 
 Agenda item 19.1 Confidential Items Held Over is designated as 

confidential as it relates to a matter which the Council or special 
committee considers would prejudice the Council or any person 
(s89 2h) 

19.2 GIPPSLAND LOGISTICS PRECINCT 
 Agenda item 19.2 Gippsland Logistics Precinct is designated as 

confidential as it relates to proposed developments (s89 2e)  
 
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
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The Meeting closed to the public at 7:46 pm. 

The meeting re-opened to the public at 8:35 pm. 
 
There being no further business the meeting was declared closed at 
8:35 pm  

 
I certify that these minutes have been confirmed. 

Mayor:  ______________________  

Date:  ________________________  
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