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1. OPENING PRAYER 

The Mayor read the opening prayer. 

2. ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF THE TRADITIONAL OWNERS OF THE LAND 

The Mayor read the acknowledgement of the traditional owners of the land. 

3. APOLOGIES AND LEAVE OF ABSENCE  

Nil. 

4.  DECLARATION OF INTERESTS 

Nil. 

5.  ADOPTION OF MINUTES  

MOTION 

Moved: Cr Gibson 
Seconded:  Cr McFarlane  

That Council confirm the minutes of the Ordinary Council Meeting held 
on 3 December 2018 and Special Council Meeting held on 17 December 
2018. 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 

  

6.  ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS   

6.1 CONDOLENCES - MR KERRY WATSON 

Cr Howe acknowledged the recent passing of former Traralgon City Council 
Councillor and Mayor (1989-1990), Mr Kerry Watson. 

 
6.2  CONDOLENCES - MR BRIAN BROADBENT 

Cr McFarlane acknowledged the recent passing of former Morwell City and 
Morwell Shire Councillor Mr Brian Broadbent.  

 
6.3 BIG BASH GAME - CONGRATULATIONS 

Cr Law recognised the contribution of the Latrobe City Council staff for the 
successful hosting of the Melbourne Stars versus the Adelaide Strikers game.  
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7.  PUBLIC PARTICIPATION TIME 

Public Questions on Notice 
In accordance with the Council Meeting Policy, members of the public were able 
to lodge a question on notice before 12.00 Noon in order for the question to be 
answered at the meeting.  
 
Nil questions received.  
 
Public Speakers 

Members of the public who registered before 12.00 Noon were invited to speak 
to an item on the agenda. 

The following persons spoke on an item on the agenda: 

10.1 Proposal to place barriers on Hagens Track Newborough 

- Mr Rob Geisler 

14.1 Consideration of support for the Latrobe GovHub Planning Scheme 
Amendment C113 

- Mr Michael Timpano - Director Economic Development and Investment, 
Latrobe Valley Authority  
 

EXTENSION OF TIME 

Moved: Cr McFarlane 

Seconded:  Cr Gibson  

That Council grants an extension of time to Mr Michael Timpano. 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 

- Mr Adam  Bronts – Castlerock Property 

14.2 Planning Application 2018/81 - Development of Land for a 
Telecommunications Facility 

- Ms Judy Stephens 
 

EXTENSION OF TIME 

Moved: Cr Harriman 

Seconded:  Cr Clancey  

That Council grants an extension of time to Ms Judy Stephens.. 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 

- Mr James McIver - Huawei (on behalf of Optus) 
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EXTENSION OF TIME 

Moved: Cr Clancey 

Seconded:  Cr Howe 

That Council grants an extension of time to Mr James McIver. 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 

 

17.1 Proposed sale of 33-35 Elizabeth Street Moe 

- Mr Steven Kastrinakis 
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8. ITEMS HELD OVER FOR REPORT AND/OR CONSIDERATION/QUESTIONS 
ON NOTICE  

Date of 
Council 
Meeting 

Item Date of Future Council Meeting Report 

Chief Executive Office  

13 November 
2017 

 

Memorandum of 
Understanding with 
the State of Victoria 
to develop a City 
Deal 

 

19 January 2018 

A report will be scheduled in 2018 

06 April 2018 

A further report is scheduled later in 2018. 

20 August 2018 

No change 

24 October 2018 

An update report to Council is expected in early 
2019. 

17 January 2019 

Report expected April 2019 

23 January 2019 

Report scheduled to go to Council on the 1 April 
2019 

11 September 
2017 

 

2017/14 Morwell / 
Hazelwood Mine 

Confidential under 
Section 89(2) (e) of 
the Local 
Government Act 
1989, as it deals 
with contractual 
matters. 

19 October 2017 

A further report will be scheduled in 2018 

6 April 2018 

Councillor workshop held 12/02/2018.  External 
consultants to be engaged to provide advice on 
market opportunities for brown coal.  This 
process has been initiated.  A further report will 
be presented to Council once that advice is 
received. 

4 June 2018 

A report was presented to Council Meeting. 
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Date of 
Council 
Meeting 

Item Date of Future Council Meeting Report 

21 June 2018 

A report, market opportunities for brown coal due 
at Councillor Briefing 17 September 2018 and a 
further report to Council Meeting 1 October 2018. 
 

20 August 2018 

No change 
 
24 October 2018 
 
Report is due to be finalised by the end of 2018. 
The report to Council is expected in early 2019. 

17 January 2019 

Report expected April 2019 

23 January 2019 

Report scheduled to go to Council on the 1 April 
2019 

City Development 

05 February 
2018 

 

Signage on 
Overhead Bridges 
on Freeway 

08 February 2018 

A report is anticipated at 05 March 2018 Council 
Meeting. 

08 March 2018 

A report to Council will be prepared for a future 
Council meeting once a response is received 
from Vic Roads. 

06 June 2018 

A further report is due September 2018. 

21 August 2018 

Anticipated report for the September 2018 is re-
scheduled for November 2018. 
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Date of 
Council 
Meeting 

Item Date of Future Council Meeting Report 

24 October 2018 

Report to Council potentially delayed until 
February 2019. 

23 January 2019 

Report scheduled to go to Council on the 1 April 
2019 

3 April 2018 Future Use of the 
Visitor Information 
Centre Building 

04 April 2018 

The resolution is noted.  A report outlining 
options for the future use of the existing Visitor 
Information Centre building in Traralgon will be 
presented to Council closer to the transition of 
the service to the foyer of the new performing 
arts centre (Latrobe Creative Precinct). 

20 July 2018 

No further updates - Update to be provided as 
the opening of the LCP approaches.  

23 October 
2017 

Development 
Proposal - 
Expression of 
Interest 

Confidential under 
Section 89(2) (d) (e) 
of the Local 
Government Act 
1989, as it deals 
with contractual 
matters; AND 
proposed 
developments.   

19 January 2018 

A report will be scheduled as required. 

08 February 2018 

A report is anticipated at 05 March 2018 Council 
Meeting. 

09 March 2018 

Presentation to occur at a Councillor Briefing on 
26 March 2018. 

24 July 2018 

Briefing report has been prepared for 30 July 
2018. 

17 January 2019  

As per Council Decision 23/10/2017, a further 
report is required 
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Date of 
Council 
Meeting 

Item Date of Future Council Meeting Report 

23 October 
2017 

 

Gippsland Logistics 
Precinct Potential 
Business 
Opportunity 

Confidential under 
Section 89(2) (e) of 
the Local 
Government Act 
1989, as it deals 
with proposed 
developments. 

05 December 2017 

A report will be presented to Council in 2018. 

20 July 2018 

A report will be presented to Council later in 
2018. 

24 October 2018 

Council Report to be presented on 5 November 
2018. 

05 November 2018 

A further report to be presented to Council. 

3 September 
2018 

 

Amendment C105 
to the Latrobe 
Planning Scheme – 
Consideration of 
submissions and 
request appointment 
of Planning panel 

3 September 2018 

A report will be presented to Council later in 
2018. 

24 October 2018 

Report to be tabled February 2019.  

23 January 2019 

Report to go to Council Briefing on the 18 
February 2019 

Community Services  

04 December 
2017 

Potential changes to 
Aged & Disability 
Services and their 
impact on Council 

Confidential under 
Section 89(2) (h) 
Any other matter 
which council or 
special committee 
considers would 
prejudice the council 

17 January 2018 

A future report is required in March 2018. 

20 June 2018 

Final report from consultant due December 2018. 

10 December 2018 

A further report on the future of Aged Services 
will be presented in February 2019 
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Date of 
Council 
Meeting 

Item Date of Future Council Meeting Report 

or any person. 16 January 2019 

Second Briefing Paper to be presented to 
Councillors in February 2019 

Corporate Services  

25 May 2015 

 

MAV Workcare  
Self Insurance 

Confidential under 
Section 89(2) (e) of 
the Local 
Government Act 
1989, as it deals 
with contractual 
matters. 

14 March 2017 

A report to Council is scheduled for the end of the 
current financial year. 

18 July 2017 

A report will be presented to Council in 
2020/2021 Financial Year. 

11 September 
2017 

 

Proposed Road 
Renaming - Ashley 
Avenue, Morwell 

20 September 2017 

Pending further discussions before a report is 
rescheduled for decision. 

9 August 2018 

A report for Council to consider the submissions 
received is being prepared for the September 
Meeting. 

17 September 2018 

A further report will be determined after 
Councillor speaks with property owner. 

17 January 2019  

Report expected to council in April 2019 
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Date of 
Council 
Meeting 

Item Date of Future Council Meeting Report 

6 August 2018 Provision of 
Resources and 
Support to 
Councillors Policy 
Review 

6 August 2018 

A report will be presented to a Council Meeting 
later in 2018. 

17 September 2018 

A further report is scheduled for 22 October 2018 
Councillor Briefing. 

18 October 2018 

A report is being prepared for the 3 December 
2018 Council Meeting. 

19 November 2018 

Report was scheduled to be considered at the 
December 2018 Council meeting. Councillors 
advised that additional time is required for 
consideration. As such, matter will not be relisted 
for Council determination until 2019. 

23 January 2019 

Report scheduled to go to Council on the 4 
March 2019 
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Date of 
Council 
Meeting 

Item Date of Future Council Meeting Report 

3 September 
2018 

 

Proposal to place 
barriers (gates) on 
Hagens Track at 
Hernes Oak and 
Newborough 

3 September 2018 

A further report is scheduled for 2018 if we 
receive submissions or a negative response from 
VicRoads. 

20 October 2018 

A report will be presented to Council to consider 
submissions at the 3 December 2018 meeting. 

14 November 2018 

A report will be prepared for Council to consider 
submissions at the February 2019 meeting. 

23 January 2019 

Report scheduled to go to Council on the 4 
February 2019 

05 November 
2018 

 

Representation and 
Participation of 
Traditional Owners 
on Council 
Committees 

05 November 2018 

A progress report on implementation will be 
submitted to Council in the first quarter of 2019. 

3 December 
2018 

 

Accumulated Cash 
Surplus – Surplus 
Allocation 2018/19 

3 December 2018 

A future report to be provided to Council on 
options for any future Latrobe City Council intern 
program beyond July 2019. 

Infrastructure & Recreation  

03 April  

2018 

2018/05 - 
MacPherson Road, 
Moe 

6 April 2018 

A briefing report will be prepared for 23 July 
Briefing 1 Session with a final report for decision 
presented to Council at the 6 August Council 
Meeting. 

13 June 2018 

Report being reviewed after division check in. 
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Date of 
Council 
Meeting 

Item Date of Future Council Meeting Report 

05 July 2018 

A new report is being prepared for the 6 August 
Council meeting. 

30 July 2018 

A report will be presented at a Council Meeting in 
June 2019. 

3 September 
2018 

 

2018/11 Explore 
alternate options 
available to replace 
the supply and use 
of single use water 
bottles 

3 September 2018 

A report will be presented to a Council Meeting 
later in 2018. 

8 October 2018 

Revised Target Date: 04 Mar 2019 

23 January 2019 

Report scheduled to go to Council on the 1 April 
2019 

Any proposed timings of reports listed above advised up to 17 January 2019 have 
been included in the table.  Items are removed only once a report has been tabled at 
Council and advised accordingly. 

Any further updates after this time will be provided in the next Council Meeting 
Agenda. 
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NOTICES OF MOTION
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9. NOTICES OF MOTION 

9.1 2019/01: ADDITIONAL PARKING AT MORWELL AND MOE RAILWAY 
STATIONS 

Cr Alan McFarlane  
         

 

I, Cr McFarlane, hereby give notice of my intention to move the following motion at 
the Council Meeting to be held on 4 February 2019: 
 
 

MOTION 

Moved: Cr McFarlane 
Seconded:  Cr Law  

That Council contacts VicTrack requesting more information of their plans for 
additional car parking at the Moe and Morwell Railway Station’s and proposed 
timelines for completion. 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
  

 

 

 

(Signed) 

Cr McFarlane 

23 January 2019 
 

Attachments 
Nil 
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9.2 2019/02: GOVERNMENT FUNDING FOR MOE/NEWBOROUGH AREA 

Cr Sharon Gibson  
         

 

I, Cr Gibson, hereby give notice of my intention to move the following motion at the 
Council Meeting to be held on Monday, 4 February 2019: 
 
 

MOTION 

Moved: Cr Gibson 
Seconded:  Cr Law  

That Council requests the Chief Executive Officer to compile a report for 
Council detailing a list of all State and Federal Government funding attributed 
to the Moe/Newborough area over the last ten years.  

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
  

 

 

 

(Signed) 

Cr Gibson 

29 January 2019 
 

Attachments 
Nil   
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10. ITEMS REFERRED BY THE COUNCIL TO THIS MEETING FOR 
CONSIDERATION 

Agenda Item:  10.1 

Agenda Item: Proposal to place barriers on Hagens Track 

Newborough 

Sponsor: General Manager, Corporate Services  

Council Plan Objective: Ensure Council operates openly, transparently and 

responsibly. 

Status: For Decision  

         

 

Proposed Resolution: 

That Council: 

1. Having completed the statutory process in accordance with Section 207 
and Schedule 11 Clause 9 of the Local Government Act 1989 (the Act) by 
giving notice of its intention to exercise its power to erect barriers 
(gates) on Hagens Track (West), Newborough by: 

(a) Giving public notice; 

(b) Inviting written submissions pursuant to Section 223 of the Act; 
and  

(c) Considering submissions that have been received; 

(d) Consulting with Roads Corporation (Regional Roads Victoria) to 
advise of this proposal and seek its comments; 

Council authorises the Chief Executive Officer to erect barriers (gates) 
on Hagens Track (West), Newborough, to permanently restrict vehicle 
access. 

2. Notifies the Hagens Track (West), Newborough residents, those who 
made a submission and the Roads Corporation (Regional Roads 
Victoria) of Council’s decision. 

MOTION 

Moved: Cr Gibson 
Seconded:  Cr Law  

That Council: 

1. Having completed the statutory process in accordance with Section 
207 and Schedule 11 Clause 9 of the Local Government Act 1989 (the 
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Act) by giving notice of its intention to exercise its power to erect 
barriers (gates) on Hagens Track (West), Newborough by: 

a. Giving public notice; 

b. Inviting written submissions pursuant to Section 223 of the Act; 
and  

c. Considering submissions that have been received; 

d. Consulting with Roads Corporation (Regional Roads Victoria) to 
advise of this proposal and seek its comments; 

2. Council authorises the Chief Executive Officer to erect barriers (gates) 
on Hagens Track (West), Newborough, to permanently restrict general 
vehicle access. 

3. Enters into an agreement with the two adjoining landowners to provide 
private access to the track. 

4. Notifies the Hagens Track (West), Newborough residents, those who 
made a submission and the Roads Corporation (Regional Roads 
Victoria) of Council’s decision. 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 

 
 

Executive Summary: 

• On 3 September 2018, Council resolved to give public notice of its intention to 
erect barriers (gates) at Hagens Track, west of 287 Hagens Track and at the 
western entrance off John Field Drive, Newborough to permanently restrict 
vehicle access in an attempt to avoid illegal dumping of rubbish.   

• The public notice and consultation resulted in: 

o Two submissions that were broadly supportive but raised some concerns 
for further consideration; and 

o A response from the Roads Corporation (Regional Roads Victoria) that it 
has no objection to the proposal. 

 

Declaration of Interests: 

Officers preparing this report have declared they do not have a conflict of interest in 
this matter under the provisions of the Local Government Act 1989. 

Background: 

Council at its meeting held 3 September 2018, resolved: 
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1. That Council delegates to the Chief Executive Officer the authority to give public 
notice in accordance with Section 207 and Schedule 11 Clause 9 of the Local 
Government Act 1989 of its intention to exercise its power to erect barriers 
(gates) on Hagens Track (West), Newborough, to permanently restrict vehicle 
access and invite written submissions, 

2. That Council writes to the Roads Corporation (VicRoads) to advise of this 
proposal and seek its comments. 

3. If Council receives submissions, authorises the Chief Executive Officer: 

i)  to fix the date of the Ordinary Council Meeting to consider submissions in 
accordance with Section 223 of the Local Government Act 1989, and 

ii)  notify all submitters of the time and place of the Ordinary Council Meeting 
that Council will consider the submissions and invite them to speak in 
support of their submission; or 

4. If no submissions are received and the Roads Corporation (VicRoads) has no 
objection to the proposal, Council authorises the Chief Executive Officer to erect 
barriers (gates) on Hagens Track (West), Newborough, to permanently restrict 
vehicle access. 

Hagens Track, Hernes Oak, is listed on Council’s Road Register as limited access, 
being 2.84 kilometres in length, and is accessed from Haunted Hills Road, Hernes 
Oak.  This road segment provides vehicle access to the two properties at 285 and 
287 Hagens Track.   

Hagens Track (West), Newborough, is also listed on the Road Register as limited 
access.  This track is approximately 1.5 kilometres in length and is accessed from 
John Field Drive and it is this section of Hagens Track that is proposed to be 
restricted. 

Both Hagens Track and Hagens Track (West) are located between the Princes 
Freeway and the railway.  

The type of barrier shown in Attachment 1 is proposed to be installed at the locations 
shown on the aerial images, refer Attachments 2 and 3.  

Hagens Track has been subject to illegal dumping of rubbish and other debris for 
many years.  The most recent illegal dump of rubbish is estimated at 16 cubic metres 
and approximately 60 tyres.  Refer Attachment 4 for photos of the rubbish. 

Council has previously installed gates at Frys Track, Hernes Oak, and at the 
Callignee gravel pit to restrict vehicle access.  These gates have significantly 
reduced the volume of illegal dumping of rubbish at these locations. 

Comment was sought from the Roads Corporation (Regional Roads Victoria) in 
respect to the proposal.  A response has been received advising they have no 
objection to the proposal. 
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Reasons for Proposed Resolution: 

This resolution authorises erecting barriers (gates) at Hagens Track, Newborough to 
permanently restrict vehicle access in an attempt to avoid illegal dumping of rubbish.  

Issues: 

Strategy Implications 

2017/2021 Council Plan: 

Objective 6: Ensure Council operates openly, transparently and responsibly. 

Communication 

Council has given public notice and invited community comment concerning the 
proposal in accordance with Section 223 of the Local Government Act 1989. 

Public submissions were sought via the following methods: 

• Public notice in the Latrobe Valley Express; 

• Notice displayed at Council’s Corporate Headquarters and Moe Service 
Centre/Library; 

• ‘Have your Say’ page created on Council’s website and details placed on 
Council’s Facebook page; 

• Letters to the Hagens Track residents; 

• Letter to Roads Corporation (Regional Roads Victoria) to advise of this proposal 
and seek its comments. 

• Letter to VicTrack, Victoria Police, State Emergency Services, Ambulance 
Victoria and Country Fire Authority to advise of this proposal and seek 
comments. VicTrack advised the rail corridor is leased to V/Line who are 
responsible for maintenance of the land and assets.  A letter was also sent to 
V/Line to advise of this proposal and seek comments. 

Financial Implications 

Removal of illegal dumped rubbish is a reoccurring cost to Council.   

A quote of $9,000 has been obtained for the removal of the most recent illegal dump 
at Hagens Track.  

Costs associated with this statutory process are: 

• Officer resources in preparation of Council reports; 

• Pubic notice in the Latrobe Valley Express inviting submissions.  

The above costs are within existing budget allocations.  
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Additional costs will be incurred for the manufacture and erecting barriers (quotes 
have been obtained), and a notice in the Government Gazette.  

Risk Analysis 

By installing barriers, refer Attachment 2 and 3 for an aerial image of the proposed 
location of the barriers, it may cause a delay to emergency vehicles if access is 
required (eg Country Fire Authority) by having to unlock a gate.   

It also removes an alternate entry/exit point for the Hagens Track residents.  

Legal and Compliance 

Council derives its power in relation to traffic under Section 207 and Schedule 11 
Clause 9 of the Local Government Act 1989.  This Schedule specifies the powers 
relating to placing obstructions or barriers on a road permanently.  In exercising this 
power Council must refer this proposal to, and consider a report from, the Roads 
Corporation (Regional Roads Victoria). 

In addition, Council has completed the statutory process required by giving public 
notice of this proposal inviting and hearing public submissions in accordance with 
Section 223 of the Local Government Act 1989. 

Community Implications 

The general public will be denied vehicle access to approximately 1.5 kilometres of 
Hagens Track. 

Environmental Implications 

The current illegal dumped rubbish includes general household garbage, furniture 
and used tyres.  The full extent of the rubbish (hazardous materials etc) will not be 
known until the removal of the rubbish commences.  

If permanent barriers are installed on Hagens Track this will limit future illegal 
dumping at this location. 

Consultation 

In response to letters sent to statutory authorities and emergency services, Council 
received the following responses: 

• Regional Roads Victoria advised it has no objection to the proposal.  Refer 
Attachment 5. 

• V/Line advised it have no objection to the proposal as it does not require access 
to Hagens Track.  V/Line has advised that the location of the gates will not 
impede access for its maintenance vehicles therefore do not have any issues 
with the gates being erected. Refer Attachment 6 

Two submissions were received in response to Council’s community consultation.  
Details are as follows: 
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Summarised submission comments  Officer Response 

“We support the proposal and think it will help 
with the rubbish dumping problem but have the 
following concerns:” 

Noted. 

“Having the gates will limit our exit options in the 
event of an emergency ie a bushfire at the east 
end of Hagens track” 

Emergency vehicles will be issued with a 
key to the gates to enable them to 
access the closed section of Hagens 
Track. 
 
The track is not maintained by Council 
and should not be used in the event of 
an emergency. 

“The west end of the track can still be accessed 
from the highway, there is a ramp that connects 
the track to the highway. This access point is in 
between where the two gates are proposed to be. 
We think a third gate maybe needed.” 

The option of a third gate will be 
addressed once Officers ascertain the 
effect of the closure at both ends. If 
required, Officers will work with Roads 
Corporation (Regional Roads Victoria) 
on any proposed third gate. 

“A large amount of the rubbish is being dumped 
from the roadside stop, the gates will not stop this 
from happening.” 

Officers believe the installation of the 
gates will significantly reduce litter 
dumping in this area.  Deterrent signage 
will be installed to address the situation.  
Officers will readdress the situation if 
littering continues. 

“We think there will be an increase in the 
dumping of rubbish at the east end of Hagens 
track.” 

Refer comment above. 

 

Summarised submission comments  Officer Response 

“I use Hagens Track infrequently as an 
alternative to the Princes Freeway towards 
Morwell.  I ride a motor bike, road going not noisy 
trail or motocross bike.  It is an enjoyable ride 
where I can safely maintain off road skills and 
there is rarely any other traffic.” 

Council does not maintain Hagens Track 
to allow for such activity. It is not a 
designated motorbike path/track. 

“Access from both ends of Hagens Track allows 
access for Emergency Service vehicles.  Closing 
one end will mean the residents will only have 
one escape route.  A repeat of the last Hernes 
Oak fire would mean the residents would be 
trapped.  Any train incident/collision in that 
section and Emergency Services response would 
be impeded.” 

Emergency vehicles will be issued with a 
key to the gates to enable them to 
access the closed section of Hagens 
Track. 
 
Officers have received advice from V/line 
that it does not have any objection to the 
proposal.  

“It appears that council do not perform any 
maintenance on the section that is proposed for 
closure.  There is occasional rubbish dumping all 
along Hagens Track but closing one end will just 
shift the problem to somewhere else.  Cameras 

Council does not maintain the section of 
Hagens Track proposed to be closed to 
the public.  
 
Officers believe the installation of the 
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could easily be placed to catch some of the 
offenders now.” 
 

gates will significantly reduce litter 
dumping in this area.  Deterrent signage 
will be installed to address the situation. 
 
The use of CCTV is difficult and 
expensive in remote areas. Officers will 
readdress the situation if littering 
continues. 

 

Other  

As Hagens Track is accessible to the public, it is a target for illegal dumping.   

There have been similar illegal dumping issues at Frys Track, Hernes Oak, and at the 
Callignee gravel pit.  Since the installation of gates at these locations, the illegal 
dumping of rubbish in these areas has reduced. 

Supporting Documents: 

Nil  

 

Attachments 
1. Porposed Gate 

2. Proposed locaton for gate 1 
3. Proposed location of gate 2 

4. Rubbish 
5. Correspondence from Regional Roads Victoria 

6. Correspondence from V/Line 
7. Submissions received (Published Separately) (Confidential) 
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CORRESPONDENCE
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11. CORRESPONDENCE 

Nil reports 
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PRESENTATION OF 
PETITIONS
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12. PRESENTATION OF PETITIONS 

Nil reports 
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CHIEF EXECUTIVE 
OFFICE
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13. CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICE 

Nil reports 
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CITY DEVELOPMENT
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14. CITY DEVELOPMENT 

Agenda Item:  14.1 

Agenda Item: Consideration of support for the Latrobe GovHub 

Planning Scheme Amendment C113 

Sponsor: General Manager, City Development  

Council Plan Objective: Support job creation and industry diversification to 

enable economic growth in Latrobe City. 

Status: For Decision  

         

 

MOTION 

Moved: Cr McFarlane 
Seconded:  Cr White OAM  

That Council: 

1. Resolve to write a letter of support to the Minister of Planning in  
 relation to Planning Scheme Amendment C113; 

2. Officers continue to advocate with Castlerock Property and other 
 relevant  Government Agencies to ensure a suitable transition plan is 
 prepared and supported for the Morwell Squash Club; and 

3. Officers continue to work with Castlerock Property in the finalisation  of 
 the draft Planning Scheme Amendment documents to be submitted to 
 the Minister for Planning for consideration. 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 

 
 

Executive Summary: 

To facilitate the Latrobe GovHub delivery in Morwell, Castlerock Property have 
requested an Amendment to the Latrobe Planning Scheme, Amendment C113, 
which will seek to introduce a site-specific control overlay into the Planning Scheme 
and to rezone part of the site at 61-65 Church Street and 1-9 Fleming Street, Morwell 
from Residential Growth Zone Schedule 1 to a Mixed Use Zone. The Minister for 
Planning is the Planning Authority for Amendment C113.   

The Latrobe GovHub is a three-storey regional employment hub, accommodating 
Government offices on the first and second floors that will support up to 300 workers. 
At street level there will be a series of community spaces that will house a multi-
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purpose community hub, shared meeting rooms, business incubators, exhibition 
space and a locally-run cafe. 

The Amendment is required to facilitate the delivery of the Latrobe GovHub. Although 
both zones allow use of the land for an Office, there are conditional requirements for 
which the Office use does not satisfy, namely the proximity of the site to Commercial 
Zoned land and that the leasable floor area for the proposed development exceeds 
250 square metres. 

As advised at the briefing of 10 September 2018, Castlerock Property have 
requested that as a result of the consultation process undertaken, the importance of 
the project and noting how the concerns raised have been addressed where 
possible, that Council resolve to write a letter of support to the Minister for Planning 
in relation to Planning Scheme Amendment C113.  

Council Officers will continue to work with Castlerock Property in the finalisation of 
the draft Planning Scheme Amendment documents to be submitted to the Minister for 
Planning for consideration to ensure an appropriate planning outcome. 

 

Background: 

On 23 August 2018, the Premier announced that Castlerock Property would lead the 
development of a new integrated office and community building accommodating 
Government offices and a series of community spaces comprising (but not limited 
to) café, incubator spaces, exhibition space, meeting rooms and associated car and 
bicycle parking. 

Project Overview 

The design theme is informed by context and history of the local area, in particular 
the Hazelwood Power Station and coal mine, which formed a huge part of the 
cultural and employment identity of the city. The roof of the building in particular 
takes cues from the bucket wheel dredgers which were used in the nearby coal 
mine. From the street, the roof creates an animated façade which incorporates 
variation in depth to reduce the perceived length along Church Street. The material 
palette is simple: with masonry, metal cladding and timber highlights forming the 
basis of the design and are readily available in the region. A copy of the summary 
design statement is included in Attachment 1. 

The building will comprise three-levels and have a total floor area of 3,735 square 
metres of which approximately 2,890 square metres of Government office space will 
be located on the first and second floor levels that will support up to 300 workers, 
including 150 State government jobs of which half will be newly advertised positions. 
At ground level, a series of flexible community and ancillary spaces promote 
activation and community engagement. 

Ministerial Planning Scheme Amendment 
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The Minister for Planning is the Planning Authority for the Planning Scheme 
Amendment. Latrobe City Council is a key stakeholder in the process and 
consultation with Council has and remains a critical part of the overall process. Draft 
Planning Scheme Amendment documentation has been submitted to Council for 
feedback. Comments have been provided by officers in relation to points that need 
to be addressed further. Additional technical information including a Planning Report 
and a Traffic and Car Parking Impact Assessment has been provided to justify the 
submitted Planning Scheme Amendment documentation.  

The Ministerial Amendment is required to facilitate the timely, coordinated delivery of 
the Latrobe GovHub, which is part of an ongoing State Government commitment to 
support economic growth, create jobs and drive the future businesses and industries 
in the Latrobe Valley. Its delivery is considered to be of State and regional 
significance. Given the timeframes involved, it was considered by the proponent that 
the most appropriate mechanism is a tailored approach which, along with approving 
the project, can establish design, development and ongoing use parameters for the 
site and the facility. This is similar to the planning process that occurred with the 
Ballarat GovHub project which was also facilitated through a Ministerial Planning 
Scheme Amendment. 

The subject site is currently in more than one zone in the Latrobe Planning Scheme 
and as a result an Amendment is required to facilitate the delivery of the Latrobe 
GovHub. Although both zones allow use of the land for Office, there are conditional 
requirements for which the Office use does not satisfy, namely the proximity of the 
site to Commercial Zoned land and that the leasable floor area for the proposed 
development exceeds 250 square metres. 

Given the nature of the land use and operational aspects of this facility and the 
importance of the facility to the State Government and community, a specific control 
to provide for its use, development and ongoing operation is considered an 
appropriate planning mechanism. 

Latrobe Govhub Design 

The Latrobe GovHub is proposed to be located at 61-65 Church Street and 1-9 
Fleming Street, Morwell. Castlerock Property have been working closely with the 
State Government, WMK Architects and the Office of the Victorian Government 
Architect. It is noted that the proponent is working with Council Officers in relation to 
development conditions to ensure an appropriate orderly planning outcome.  

In addition aforementioned floor areas, the draft town planning drawings 
(Attachment 2) and artists impressions (Attachment 3) provide the following details: 

• The building height will be 18.2 metres in height (excluding plant); 

• The mix of materials include seam metal cladding, clear glazing with powder 
coated aluminium frame, brick cladding, timber look cladding and metal 
cladding in a charcoal finish;  
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• 114 spaces are proposed to be provided which address the requirements for 
car parking associated with office use development under the Latrobe Planning 
Scheme. It is noted that only 220 spaces were provided onsite for the 
anticipated 1000 employees as part of the Ballarat GovHub;  

• The landscaped carpark provides a ‘default’ buffer to the residential properties 
to the west; 

• It is noted that while the “at grade” car parking extent is not considered to be 
the best urban design outcome, it does address the car parking requirements 
of the Latrobe Planning Scheme and due to budget constraints integrated or 
basement car parking was not a possible alternative; 

• The proposed double-width crossover to Fleming Street has been designed to 
accommodate simultaneous entry and exit car movements to the staff only car 
park area; 

• Designated visitor car parking provision will be provided off the laneway to the 
south of the site with access from Church Street; 

• The built form and distribution of uses respond to the sites interface with both 
Church and Fleming Street. Primary access is provided from Church Street; 

• The building is arranged to ensure entrances, openings, and architectural 
detailing enhance the visual and social experience of the user particularly 
across Church Street with various passive spaces that foster a positive place 
to work and visit; 

• The building facades and street integration will provide for a safe and active 
neighbourhood addition to this area of Morwell; 

• The internal floor is of contemporary design that is practical, flexible and which 
will meet the needs of people of different ages and abilities without the need for 
major adaptation post construction; 

• It is noted that the design is contemporary in nature as such will contrast with 
the majority of existing streetscape in the northern part of the Morwell CBD; 
and 

The project design is considered to address the function of Latrobe City as 
Gippsland’s only Regional City while recognising Morwells specific function as 
outlined in the Latrobe Planning Scheme as one of the region’s key commercial and 
government office centres. 

Issues: 

Strategy Implications 

Amendment C113 meets both Objective 1: Support job creation and industry 
diversification to enable economic growth in Latrobe City and Objective 3: Improve 
the liveability and connectedness of Latrobe City by implementing a town planning 



 

Ordinary Council Meeting Minutes  
04 February 2019 (CM528) 

 

Ordinary Council Meeting Minutes 04 February 2019 Page 51 
 

regime which facilitates appropriate urban growth, industry diversification, liveability 
and connectivity of Latrobe City. 

Communication 

Castlerock Property have conducted a six-week programme of community and 
stakeholder engagement to inform stakeholders including Council and community 
members of the new Latrobe GovHub at 61-65 Church Street and 1-9 Fleming 
Street, Morwell and associated site specific Planning Scheme Amendment C113 
required to facilitate it. The engagement was held between 19 November and 28 
December 2018, with two weeks targeted engagement planned between 19 and 30 
November, followed by four weeks of public consultation. The following occurred 
during the Exhibition period: 

• The stakeholders and landowners identified by Council Officers were sent direct 
notification on 19 November 2018 from Castlerock Property Business 
Development Manager, Mr. Adam Bronts, introducing the development team 
and inviting each stakeholder to discuss the project with Mr. Bronts directly 
either at the community drop-in session, via phone or in person.  

• All letters to stakeholders were accompanied by a one page information sheet 
with key information about the Latrobe GovHub project. This one page 
information sheet was also made available to members of the public at the 
community drop-in session and at Council Offices during the four week public 
consultation.  

• An information board was set up on the corner of Church and Fleming Street by 
Castlerock Property. The board contained key information about the 
development and advertised the drop-in session held at Vault Kitchen & Bar on 
December 13 2018. 

• An advertorial detailing the information session was published in the Latrobe 

Valley Express on Thursday, 29 November 2018. 
• A community drop-in session was held in Morwell over a two hour period on the 

evening of 13 December 2018. This was designed to encourage identified 
stakeholders and members of the community to ask questions about the 
development and register feedback for the consideration of the project team. 
The drop-in session was advertised publicly in the Latrobe Valley Express. 23 
people attended this session. Surveys were created for the community drop-in 
session and attendees were actively encouraged to provide feedback to the 
project team. 

A snapshot of the engagement activity is provided below: 
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A copy of all submissions received is included as part of the Engagement Register 
submitted by Castlerock Property can be found at Attachment 4 – Engagement 
Register to this report. A summary of key issues and comments raised in written 
submissions have been provided in Attachment 5 – Summary of Submissions Table.  

Comments/concerns raised at the information session: 

• The unique and modern design of the proposed building was commented in 
contrast to existing built environment; 

• The inclusion of a cafe and community hub that will be accessible on weekends 
was also of interest and generally seen as positive; 

• A community member raised a concern that glazing may impact drivers along 
Fleming and Church Street. Note: The community member was advised that the 
glazing proposed was low glare and as such this was unlikely to be an issue; 

• The makeup of the future jobs located at the Latrobe GovHub was also of 
interest to community members. Questions centred around which government 
departments would be moving to the Latrobe GovHub, and the number of new 
positions that would be advertised; 

• Residents of Fleming Street were present at the information session. While 
supportive of the project overall, parking on Fleming Street is an existing issue 
for these community members and concerns around traffic movement, 
especially for emergency vehicles along Fleming Street was expressed; and 
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• The impending loss of the Morwell Squash facility at the back of the site was 
met with disappointment by members of the club and patrons who use the 
facility.  

In relation to the final dot point, Castlerock Property have worked with the Morwell 
Squash Club members and patrons to continue leasing the facility, which means that 
the site will be available for their use until 30 June 2019. The Latrobe Valley Authority 
and Regional Development Victoria are working through an action plan with 
interested parties that will consider the scope of works and feasibility of providing a 
long term facility for Squash Club Members. A copy of this action plan is included in 
Attachment 6. 

 
Financial Implications 

The prescribed fees for Planning Scheme Amendments are detailed in the Planning 
and Environment (Fees) Regulations 2016. The cost associated with these will be 
borne by Castlerock Property. It is considered that there are no financial implications 
relating to this proposal for Council. Council Officers resources have been 
accommodated through normal BAU activities. 

Risk Analysis 

Identified risk Risk likelihood* Controls to manage risk 

Letter of support not 
provided by Council for a 
large State Government 
investment in our region 

3 - Possible 

 

Letter of support to be 
provided by Council noting 
concerns of officer and 
community members have 
been addressed where 
possible. 

Negative feedback from 
the Community in relation 
to the Latrobe GovHub 
operation and associated 
Planning Scheme 
Amendment 
documentation 

3 - Possible Overall the feedback 
received has been 
positive. It is noted that 
there are existing 
concerns in relation to 
Fleming Street that need 
to be investigated further 
given that employees of 
the Latrobe GovHub will 
have to use Fleming Street 
to access the dedicated 
car parking. Council 
Officers will continue to 
work with Castlerock 
Property with regards to 
car parking and traffic on 
Fleming Street, including 
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the use of specific 
development conditions to 
address concerns 
appropriately. 

Continuing concerns 
raised by the Morwell 
Squash members if a 
new facility/home cannot 
be found 

5 – Almost certain  Council Officers to 
continue to advocate with 
Regional Development 
Victoria and the Latrobe 
Valley Authority to work 
together to find a suitable 
future home for the squash 
club members and 
patrons. 

* For example, likelihood ratings: 1 (Rare); 2 (Unlikely); 3 (Possible); 4 (Likely); 5 (Almost 
Certain) 

Legal and Compliance 

The Minister for Planning is the Planning Authority for Amendment C113. Latrobe 
City Councils role is that of a key stakeholder only. Council Officers have assisted the 
proponent and other Government agencies in suitably recognising and addressing 
relevant considerations as per the Latrobe Planning Scheme and provided as part of 
feedback from Councillors and community members including draft conditions that 
will be part of the incorporated document in the Latrobe Planning Scheme that will 
regulate the use and development of the land.   

Community Implications 

The project is expected to cost $30 million and will create up to 100 construction 
jobs. The Latrobe GovHub will be a regional employment hub that will support up to 
300 workers. Overall it will provide a major ongoing economic benefit to our region. 
Given the scale of this project there are areas of concerns that are required to be 
addressed including traffic movement, car parking and loss of the existing facility 
where the Morwell Squash Club is located but it is considered these issues can be 
addressed where appropriate.   

Environmental Implications 

It is considered that the development of the Latrobe GovHub will have a range of 
benefits to the environment; some of these benefits are outlined below: 

• Will provide a positive economic impact to our region and the shopping area of 
the northern side of the Morwell CBD in particular; 

• Solar panels and battery storage facility to power the facility; 

• Greening of the car park area where possible; 
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• Public seating out the front of the building on Church Street with use of timber 
materials; 

• “End of Trip” facilities to encourage walking and cycling to and from the facility 
all while being in close proximity to other forms of public transport such as rail; 
and 

• Likely to encourage greater connection and pedestrian movement between the 
northern and southern part of the Morwell CBD.   

Consultation 

As outlined previously in this report. 

Declaration of Interests: 

Officers preparing this report have declared they do not have a conflict of interest in 
this matter under the provisions of the Local Government Act 1989. 

Supporting Documents: 

Nil  

 
 
 
 
 

Attachments 
1. Summarised Design Statement 

2. Latrobe Govhub- Draft Town Planning Drawings 
3. Artists Impression 

4. Engagement Register (Published Separately) 
5. Summary of Submissions Table 

6. Squash Club Group Action Plan (Published Separately) 
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Agenda Item:  14.2 

Agenda Item: Planning Application 2018/81 - Development of Land 
for a Telecommunications Facility 

Sponsor:   General Manager, City Development  

Council Plan Objective: Improve the liveability and connectedness of Latrobe 
City. 

Status: For Decision  
         

 

MOTION 

Moved: Cr Harriman 
Seconded:  Cr Howe  

That Council: 

Issues a Notice of Decision to Refuse to Grant a Permit for the development 
of the land for a Telecommunications Facility at Traralgon West Road 
Maryvale (Lot 2 on PS609453S), on the following grounds: 

1 The proposal fails to meet the strategies and objectives contained 
within Clauses 15.01, 19.03-4, 21.03 and 21.06-1 of the Latrobe Planning 
Scheme with regard to protecting and enhancing rural landscapes.   

2 The proposal does not comply with the purpose and decision guidelines 
of Clause 52.19 Telecommunication Facility of the Latrobe Planning 
Scheme, with regard to the effect of the proposal on adjacent land, as it 
has not been sited to minimise visual impact.  

3 The proposal does not comply with the decision guidelines of Clause 65 
(Decision Guidelines) of the Latrobe Planning Scheme, with regard to 
the orderly planning of the area and the effect on the amenity of the 
area.  

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 

 
 

Executive Summary: 

The applicant is seeking approval for the development of the land for the purpose of 
a telecommunications facility on land owned by Australian Paper, approximately 4.5 
kilometres northwest of the Traralgon town centre, adjacent to Traralgon’s urban 
fringe.  

A total of seven submissions objecting to the application have been received. The 
objections relate to the following:  

• The suitability of site; 



 

Ordinary Council Meeting Minutes  
04 February 2019 (CM528) 

 

Ordinary Council Meeting Minutes 04 February 2019 Page 73 
 

• Concerns that geological testing at the site has affected a tree on an objectors 
property; 

• Concerns in relation to exposure to Electromagnetic Energy (EME); 

• Visual impact of the proposal; 

• Loss of land value; 

• Fire risk concerns; 

• Incorrect references within the applicants report; 

• Impact on flora and fauna;  

• Lack of consultation with aboriginal parties, and,  

• Lack of transparency and lack of communication prior to application being 
made. 

The applicant has submitted that the proposed facility cannot be relocated due to 
tenure restrictions over the subject land and coverage requirements.  The applicant 
also submits that in their view, the site is better screened by vegetation than other 
candidate sites.  

Having considered the submissions and assessed the proposal against the relevant 
provisions of the Latrobe Planning Scheme (the Scheme), it is considered that the 
proposal is inconsistent with the relevant objectives and decision guidelines of the 
Scheme as the visual impact of the facility on the adjoining sensitive land uses has 
not been minimised. It is therefore recommended that a Notice of Decision to Refuse 
to Grant a Permit be issued.  

 

Declaration of Interests: 

Officers preparing this report have declared they do not have a conflict of interest in 
this matter under the provisions of the Local Government Act 1989. 

Background: 

Summary 

Land:  Traralgon West Road Maryvale known as Lot 2 on PS609453S   

Proponent: Catalyst One Pty Ltd 

Zoning:  Farming Zone 

Overlay  Design and Development Overlay and Bushfire Management Overlay 

A Planning Permit is required for the development of land for a telecommunications 
facility in accordance with the following sections of the Latrobe Planning Scheme.   

• Clauses 52.19-1 (Telecommunications Facility); 
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• Clause 35.07-4 (Farming Zone); and 

• Clause 43.02-2 (Design and Development Overlay). 

Proposal 

The application is for the development of the land for a telecommunications facility 
comprising a 43 metre high monopole (finished in pale green) with a ‘turret’ antenna, 
together with equipment cabinets within a fenced Optus compound area. A copy of 
the plans of the proposal can be viewed at Attachment 1. 

Subject Land 

The proposal is located approximately 4.5 kilometres northwest of the Traralgon town 
centre, on land owned by Australian Paper. The proposed Optus compound area is 
proposed to be leased by Optus and located in a cleared section of the site, with the 
immediate area of the site being occupied with tall stands of pine plantation.  The site 
forms part of the Australian Paper’s Maryvale Pulp and Paper Mill, an extensive 
operation comprising of approximately 300 hectares.   

The immediate area surrounding the proposed facility location comprises of small 
sections of rural living development. The closest dwelling (161 Scrubby Lane) is 
located approximately 100 metres from the base of the proposed monopole, and 
approximately 96 metres from the proposed compound fence.  The monopole is 
proposed to be situated 5.4 metres from the common boundary. 

The next closest dwelling is located approximately 125 metres south of the proposed 
facility, at 170 Scrubby Lane. Land to the south and east is developed for rural living 
purposes and is suitably zoned Rural Living Zone - Schedule 3. 

Reasons for Proposed Resolution: 

The proposal fails to meet the strategies and objectives contained within Clauses 
15.01, 19.03-4, 21.03 and 21.06-1 of the Latrobe Planning Scheme with regard to 
protecting and enhancing rural landscapes.  

The proposal does not comply with the purpose and decision guidelines of Clause 
52.19 Telecommunication Facility of the Latrobe Planning Scheme, with regard to the 
effect of the proposal on adjacent land, as it has not been sited to minimise visual 
impact.  

The proposal does not comply with the decision guidelines of Clause 65 (Decision 
Guidelines) of the Latrobe Planning Scheme, with regard to the orderly planning of 
the area and the effect on the amenity of the area.  

Strategy Implications 

Strategy 9 of the Council Plan 2017-2021 seeks to “Implement a town planning 
regime which facilitates appropriate urban growth, industry diversification, liveability 
and connectivity of Latrobe City”. An objective to achieve this strategy is to “Improve 
the liveability and connectedness of Latrobe City”. 
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Communication 

Notification: 

The application was advertised pursuant to Sections 52(1)(a) and (d) of the Planning 
and Environment Act 1987 (Act), with notices sent to all adjoining and adjacent 
landowners and occupiers, a notice was displayed on site for a minimum of 14 days 
and two notices placed in the Latrobe Valley Express over a two week period.  

At the completion of the advertising period, seven submissions in the form of written 
objections had been received. 

A copy of the objections can be viewed at Attachment 4 of this report, with a map 
showing the location of the objectors living in close proximity to the site at Attachment 
3. The applicant’s written response to the objector’s concerns can be viewed at 
Attachment 2.    

External: 

The application was not required to be referred to any authorities under Section 55 of 
the Planning and Environment Act 1987 (the Act).  The application was referred for 
comment under Section 52(1)(d) of the Act to the CFA (Country Fire Authority), APA 
Group (as the relevant Gas Transmission Pipeline Authority) and WGCMA (West 
Gippsland Catchment Management Authority) who had no objection to the granting 
of a planning permit with APA requiring conditions to be included on any permit that 
may be issued.   

Internal: 

The application was referred to the Latrobe Regional Airport, Council’s Engineering 
Team and Environmental Sustainability Team who did not object to the granting of 
the planning permit with the Environmental Sustainability Team requiring conditions 
to be included on any permit that may be issued.  

Details of Community Consultation following Notification: 

A meeting was held on site between Council’s Planning Officer and three of the 
objectors following the notification of the application on 23 November 2018.  The 
main discussion items related to the concerns of the objectors and clarifying the 
planning permit process.    

Financial Implications 

Additional resources or financial cost will only be incurred should the planning permit 
application require determination at the Victorian Civil and Administrative Tribunal 
(VCAT). The anticipated time required for a Council Officer to prepare a VCAT 
submission and collate all relevant documentation is 7 business days with an 
additional three days required to attend and present at the appeal, totalling 10 
business days.  

This equates to a financial cost in the order of $4,000. This cost would be far greater 
if a consultant is required to attend on Council’s behalf and would likely be in excess 
of $15,000.  
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Risk Analysis 

Identified risk Risk likelihood* Controls to manage risk 

Seven submissions have 
been received which   
raise concerns regarding 
the proposed 
development, amenity 
impacts and other 
concerns. 

3 – Possible The proposal has been 
considered against the 
Latrobe Planning Scheme 
and it is considered to be 
inconsistent with the 
relevant provisions. 

Council not supporting 
the application and the 
applicant seeking review 
of the decision at VCAT.  

3- Possible  To manage and limit the 
potential risk the 
recommendation has been 
considered against the 
relevant sections of both 
State and Local Planning 
Policy. 

* For example, likelihood ratings: 1 (Rare); 2 (Unlikely); 3 (Possible); 4 (Likely); 5 (Almost 
Certain) 

The Planning Policy Framework (PPF) and Local Planning Policy Framework (LPPF) 
have been considered as part of the assessment of this application. 

The following clauses are relevant to the consideration of this application. 

State Planning Policy Framework 

Clause 15.01-5S: Neighbourhood Character  

Clause 15.01-6S: Design for rural areas 

Clause 19.03-4: Telecommunications  

Municipal Planning Statement 

Clause 21.03: Environment and Landscape Values  

Clause 21.06-1: Built Environment  

Zoning  

The subject site is currently located within the Farming Zone. The purpose and 
decision guidelines of the Farming Zone have been taken into account as part of the 
assessment of this application and the proposal is considered to be generally 
consistent with the zoning provisions. 

Overlays 
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The land is partially affected by the Design and Development Overlay, Land Subject 
to Inundation Overlay and Bushfire Management Overlay. The proposal is 
considered to be consistent with the relevant decision guidelines of each of these 
overlay provisions. 

Particular Provisions  

Clause 52.19 (Telecommunications Facility) 

This Clause sets out the decision guidelines to be considered before deciding on an 
application or plan. Following an assessment against the relevant decision 
guidelines, the proposal is considered to be inconsistent with two of the three 
decision guidelines as follows: 

• If the Telecommunications facility is located in an overlay (as listed in the 
Clause), the decision guidelines and schedules to the overlays.  

The proposal is considered to comply with the decision guidelines of the relevant 
overlays.  

• The principles for the design, siting, construction and operation of a 
Telecommunications facility set out in A Code of Practice for 
Telecommunications Facilities in Victoria, July 2004.  

The Code sets out the principles which must be applied where relevant to the design, 
siting, construction and operation of any telecommunications facility, and an 
assessment of the proposal against the Code is as follows:   
 

Code 
Principle  

Description  Assessment  

1 A Telecommunications 
facility should be sited 
to minimise visual 
impact.  

It is considered that the proposed facility has 
not been sited to minimise visual impact. The 
43 metre high monopole is proposed to be 
located just 5.4 metres from the common 
boundary, 100 metres from the dwelling, 85 
metres from the driveway and garage and 
visible from the living area of 161 Scrubby 
Lane. Further, the proposed facility would be 
visible from the living areas and front garden 
of the dwelling at 170 Scrubby Lane (125 
metres south of the proposed facility). Refer 
to discussion in relation to relevant Tribunal 
decision below.  

2 Telecommunications 
facilities should be co-
located wherever 
practical.  

The applicant has submitted that there were 
no viable structures within the targeted area 
to establish a new Optus mobile base station. 
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3 Health Standards for 
exposure to radio 
emissions will be met.  

The maximum environmental EME level from 
the operational facility will comply with the 
Australian Communications and Media 
Authority (ACMA) mandated exposure limit, 
which is administered under Commonwealth 
legislation. 

4 Disturbance and risk 
relating to siting and 
construction should be 
minimised.  

The applicant has detailed how the site 
preparation, construction and installation 
ongoing operation of the facility will be 
managed so as to minimise impacts.    

 

• The effect of the proposal on adjacent land.  
 

The applicant has submitted that the proposed facility cannot be relocated due to 
tenure restrictions over the subject land and coverage requirements.   

 
It is considered that the proposal has not been sited to minimise the visual impact of 
the 43 metre high facility on the adjoining sensitive land uses (dwellings at 161 and 
170 Scrubby Lane).  The applicant’s submission was limited to the three main view 
perspectives where there is a direct line of sight to the proposed facility from 
surrounding roads, being Traralgon West Road (west of the site), Scrubby Lane 
(south of the site) and Scrubby Lane (east of the site).  

 
The Victorian Civil and Administrative Tribunal (VCAT) considered a similar 
telecommunications facility proposal in Milne v Mornington Peninsula SC [2016] 
(VCAT 683), where the Tribunal refused to issue a permit for a 35 metre high 
monopole, situated 127 metres from the nearest dwelling, 9 metres from the common 
boundary and behind a 15 metre high cypress hedge. In this decision, the Tribunal 
concluded ‘it is difficult to conclude that a 35 metre high structure positioned only 9 
metres from the boundary and behind vegetation which effectively only screens less 
than one-half of it has been sited to minimise visual impact’.   

 
In the Rand v Casey CC [2018] VCAT 970 [27 June 2018]) decision, the Tribunal 
considered a 30 metre high monopole, situated 600 metres from a heritage-listed 
homestead.  In this decision, the tribunal directed that a Notice of Decision to issue a 
permit as it was determined that the tower would not have an unreasonable visual 
impact on views from the homestead, and noted that ‘views from within paddocks or 
working areas of the property are less relevant than views from the homestead, 
particularly its living areas, and garden’. This demonstrates that although the 
planning scheme seeks to facilitate the extension of telecommunications 
infrastructure, the amenity impacts on nearby dwellings, particularly views from living 
areas and gardens, is an important consideration. 

Decision Guidelines (Clause 65): 
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Clause 65.01 sets out the decision guidelines to be considered before deciding on 
any application. Following an assessment against the relevant decision guidelines, 
the proposal is considered to be inconsistent with the following decision guidelines:  

• The orderly planning of the area. 

• The effect on the amenity of the area. 

 
As stated above, the 43 metre high monopole is proposed to be 5.4 metres from the 
common boundary with 161 Scrubby Lane and setback 100 metres from the 
dwelling.  Further, the facility is proposed to be visible from the living area of the 
dwelling and 85 metres from its detached garage, garden and driveway, which would 
be an intrusive presence, particularly when entering and leaving their land.     

The proposed facility would also be visible from the living areas and front garden of 
the dwelling at 170 Scrubby Lane, with the dwelling being located 125 metres south 
of the proposed facility and there only being 75 metres between the front boundary of 
the site and the proposed monopole.   

It is considered that the proposal is contrary to the orderly planning of the area as the 
proposal has not been sited to minimise the visual impact of the facility on the 
adjoining sensitive land uses.  It is therefore considered that the proposal is 
inconsistent with the Decision Guidelines of Clause 65.01.  

Strategic direction of the Planning Policy Framework and Municipal Planning 
Statement: 

The proposed development is considered to be inconsistent with the relevant 
provisions of the Planning Policy Framework and the Municipal Planning Statement, 
as the facility has not been sited to minimise its visual impact.  In particular, the 
proposal is considered contrary to Clause 15.01-5S: which seeks ‘to recognise 
support and protect neighbourhood character, cultural identity, and sense of place’ 
and Clause 21.03 (Environment and Landscape Values), which seeks ‘to protect and 
enhance the visual, natural and cultural heritage values of rural landscapes’.    

The proposed development is also considered to be inconsistent with the objective of 
Clause 19.03-4S (Telecommunications) which seeks ‘to facilitate the orderly 
development, extension and maintenance of telecommunication infrastructure’ and 
Clause 15.01-6S (Design for rural areas) which seeks ‘to ensure development 
respects valued areas of rural character’, as the facility has not been sited to respond 
or respect the rural character of the area, particularly in relation to its close proximity 
to nearby sensitive land uses.   
 
The proposal is also considered to be inconsistent with Clause 21.06-1 (Built 
Environment) which seeks ‘to improve the visual quality of development through 
improved design, siting and landscaping’, as the applicant has declined to reposition 
the facility away from the neighbouring dwellings.  It is considered that there is scope 
available for the facility to be sited further from adjoining dwellings to minimise its 
visual impact, given the extensive area of the Australian Paper landholding.    
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‘Purpose’ and ‘Decision Guidelines’ of the Farming Zone: 

Amongst other things, the zone seeks ‘To provide for the use of land for agriculture’ 
and ‘To ensure that non-agricultural uses, including dwellings, do not adversely affect 
the use of land for agriculture’. The facility is proposed to be contained within a 10 
metre by 6.4 metre (66.5 square metre) compound to be leased by Optus.  As this is  
a very small proportion of the site, the proposal is considered to be generally 
consistent with the provisions of the zone.  

‘Purpose’ and ‘Decision Guidelines’ of the Design and Development Overlay 
(DDO1:High Pressure Gas Pipeline) 

The overlay seeks to ensure that buildings and works are sufficiently separated from 
high pressure gas pipelines to avoid a safety hazard. The application was referred to 
APA Group, as the beneficiary of the pipeline easement on title, who requested that 
conditions be placed on any permit issued.  

Purpose’ and ‘Decision Guidelines’ of the Bushfire Management Overlay: 

The overlay seeks to ensure that development of land prioritises the protection of 
human life and strengthens community resilience to bushfire. The application was 
referred to the CFA pursuant to Section 55 of the Planning and Environment Act who 
did not object or have any conditions in relation to the proposal.  

Community Implications 

The application has received seven objections to date. The issues raised relate to: 

1. There are other sites that would be more appropriate than this site.  

The applicant submitted that a range of options were considered before concluding 
that this particular site would be the most appropriate site for the facility.  It is 
considered that the facility has been sited without consideration of the neighbouring 
sensitive land uses and the facility should be situated further from adjoining dwellings 
to minimise its visual impact.  

2. Concerns that geological testing at the site has affected a tree on objectors 
property.   

Any impacts testing may have had on the adjoining properties cannot be considered 
as part of this assessment as it is a civil matter between the two property owners.  

3. Concerns in relation to exposure to Electromagnetic Energy (EME). 
 

The applicant has undertaken a compliance report that predicts the maximum levels 
of radiofrequency Electromagnetic Energy (EME) from the proposed installation.  The 
maximum environmental EME level from the operational facility will comply with the 
Australian Communications and Media Authority (ACMA) mandated exposure limit, 
which is administered under Commonwealth legislation.  

4. Visual impact of proposal  
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The applicant submits that the proposed facility has a low level of visual impact, as 
the facility is partly screened by vegetation. However, the height of the proposed 43 
metre high facility extends above canopy of the existing vegetation and visual impact 
on the adjoining dwellings at 161 and 170 Scrubby Lane is considered unreasonable 
and therefore inconsistent with the Code of Practice for Telecommunications 
Facilities in Victoria, July 2004, the Planning Policy Framework and the Municipal 
Planning Statement.  

5. Loss of land value concerns  
Land value depreciation is not a relevant planning consideration and this has been 
demonstrated in numerous VCAT decisions.  

6. Concerns that the facility will cause fire risk.  
 
The application was referred to the CFA under Section 55 of the Planning and 
Environment Act who did not object to the proposal, and the applicant submits that 
the facility has been designed to be appropriately earthed.   
 
7. Incorrect references within the report, inconsistencies detract from the credibility  

of the report and site selection process is incorrect.   
 
The objector submitted that a number of the alternative sites should not have been 
included in applicant’s submission as they were not viable alternative locations in the 
first instance. There are a number of incorrect references within the report and these 
have been noted and considered in the assessment of the application. 
 
8.  Concerns that the facility will impact native flora and fauna.   
 
The arborist report submitted with the application confirmed that no vegetation would 
be removed or impacted as part of the proposed development of the facility and the 
applicant has submitted that as the proposed location of the facility is a clear area of 
land, there will be no significant flora and fauna at the site.  

9.  Consultation and transparency has been lacking and neighbouring property 
owners should have been contacted prior to application being made.  

Any consultation prior to the application being made would be at  
the discretion of the applicant. During the processing of the application, the  
application was advertised pursuant to Sections 52(1)(a) and (d) of the Planning and  
Environment Act 1987 (Act), as previously detailed.  
 
10.   Concerns that the local aboriginal groups should have been consulted in the 

processing of the application.  
 
The subject site is located within an area of aboriginal cultural heritage sensitivity; 
however the proposal does not involve the undertaking of a ‘high impact activity’ 
under the Aboriginal Heritage Act 2006.  Therefore the proposal is not subject to the 
requirements of a Cultural Heritage Management Plan.   
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Option 

Council has the following options in regard to this application: 

1. Issue a Notice of Decision to Grant a Permit; or  

2. Issue a Notice of Decision to Refuse to Grant a Permit. 

Council’s decision must be based on planning grounds, having regard to the 
provisions of the Latrobe Planning Scheme. 

 
 
 

Attachments 
1. Plans of proposed telecommunications facility 

2. Applicants written response to objections 
3. Map of proposed facility and location of objectors in close proximity (Published 

Separately) (Confidential) 
4. Copies of Objections (Published Separately) (Confidential) 
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INFRASTRUCTURE AND 
RECREATION
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15. INFRASTRUCTURE AND RECREATION 

Agenda Item:  15.1 

Agenda Item: Proposed Demolition of the former Watson Park 

Preschool, Churchill 

Sponsor: General Manager, Infrastructure and Recreation  

Council Plan Objective: Provide a connected, engaged and safe community 

environment, which is improving the well-being of all 

Latrobe City citizens. 

Status: For Decision  

         

 

Proposed Resolution: 

That Council endorses the demolition of the former preschool at Watson 
Park, Churchill. 

MOTION 

Moved: Cr White OAM 
Seconded:  Cr McFarlane  

That Council: 

1. Endorses the demolition of the former preschool at Watson Park, 
Churchill; 

2. Investigate the creation of a commemorative pedestal to be situation 
on site after demolition is completed to recognise the Watson Park 
Preschool as the first pre-school to be built in Churchill.  

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 

 
 

Executive Summary: 

The preschool at Watson Park, Churchill is no longer aligned to Council’s current or 
planned service delivery needs, has been subject to break-ins and vandalism, and is 
not fit for occupation.  This report therefore requests that Council endorse demolition 
of the building and surrounding structures. 

• At the 20 February 2017 Councillor Briefing Councillors requested that before 
demolishing Watson Park preschool that Officers undertake an Expression of 
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Interest process with potential user groups to determine if there were any 
potential users for the sites. 

• A second consultation process reported to the 19 November 2018 Councillor 
Briefing did not receive any feedback until a direct contact was made with the 
Churchill Primary School principal.  The principal has advised that they do not 
have a purpose for the building.  Council Officers have contacted Federation 
University whose Facility Manager has indicated they do not have a need for 
the facility.  

• A memorial plaque existed within the grounds and efforts have been made to 
salvage the plaque and return it to the family.  The plaque is not at the location 
where it was originally installed but officers will endeavour to monitor during 
demolition. 

• It is therefore proposed that the demolition proceed. 

 

Background: 

Council may recall previous reports that reviewed the history and current status of 
the former preschool at Watson Park, Churchill. 

Churchill was developed primarily during the 1970s as a township to support the 
State Electricity Commission’s operations in the area and several preschools were 
developed to support the growing population, anticipated at one time to reach 
20,000.  Over time the demographic of Churchill has changed and fewer families with 
young children reside in Churchill in the area west of the main shopping centre.   

The former preschool within Watson Park in Churchill, being no longer required as a 
preschool, became vacant several years ago and has fallen into disrepair. 

Consultation was undertaken with respect to repurposing the Watson Park preschool 
in 2017, and following a briefing report proposing that the building be demolished due 
to its condition, further consultation was undertaken with the same community groups 
(Table 1) and more specifically with the Churchill Primary School.   

Table 1 – Community Groups contacted to express an interest  

1st Churchill Scout Group  Churchill North Primary School Playgroup 

Churchill & District Comm Assoc. Churchill Senior Amateur Basketball 
Association 

Churchill & District Lions Club Churchill Tennis Club 

Churchill Golf Club Churchill United Soccer Club 

Churchill and District News Churchill Volleyball Club 

Churchill Baseball Club Community Singing Churchill  

Churchill Bowls Club Co-Operating Churches of Churchill 

Churchill Christian Fellowship Friends of Morwell National Park Inc 

Churchill Community Garden Hazelwood Jeeralang Community Association 

Churchill Cricket Club Hazelwood North Cricket Club 
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Churchill Fire Brigade Hazelwood Rotary Club 

Churchill Football Netball Club Inc. Latrobe Valley Water Polo Club 

Churchill Hockey Club Lumen Christi Catholic Parish Churchill 

Churchill Indoor Netball Assoc. Mathison Park Churchill 

Churchill Men’s Shed Positive Birth Movement- Latrobe Valley 

Churchill Neighbourhood Centre Churchill Primary School 

Federation University (2019 only)  

 
No response was received to this second consultation until Council Officers followed 
up directly with the Churchill Primary School Principal who indicated there were some 
non-mainstream classes that may be appropriate. Following further investigation by 
the school including liaison with the school council, they have advised that they do 
not have an interest in the building (Attachment 1). 

Council Officers contacted Federation University who have not indicated any need for 
a facility at this location as their focus is on the High Tech Precinct development in 
Morwell.   

The building represents a risk to the community (when people enter it), and an 
ongoing maintenance burden.  The current condition of the facility detracts from the 
appearance and amenity of the neighbourhood.   

Significant funding would be required to refurbish the facility and there is no apparent 
use for a refurbished building.  Without a defined alternative community use or even 
a commercial use deriving revenue, any investment would provide poor value for 
money. 

Demolition would occur as soon as funding allows and there currently is sufficient 
funds within the 2018/19 budget should Council resolve to proceed with the 
demolition of the Watson Park preschool. It should be noted that the preschool 
carpark and several minor out-buildings and small structures would be included in 
this demolition, with the footpath connection to be reinstated as part of these works. 
Once demolished the land would be included as part of the existing reserve.   

Council’s arborist and Environment Sustainability team identified retaining 15 native 
trees within the preschool boundary site to complement the existing reserve (see 
Attachment 2). Prior to any demolition works, tree protection zones will be installed 
around these trees to help ensure their survival. 

Strategy Implications 

The recommendation is consistent with Objective 5 “Provide a connected, engaged 
and safe community environment, which is improving the well-being of all Latrobe 
City citizens” by improving safety and directing funds used to keep the site safe to 
other services. 
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Communication 

Thirty-one clubs and organisations within Churchill were contacted and asked for 
proposals to use any of the three buildings proposed to be demolished.  There were 
no proposals and it is intended to proceed with demolition of the buildings. 

Following the EOI process it has been confirmed that the Churchill District 
Community Association were contacted.  

Financial Implications 

Funding is available in the 2018/19 Building Demolition Program to demolish Watson 
Park Preschool.   

Risk Analysis 

Identified risk 
Risk 

likelihood* 
Controls to manage risk 

Public injury from 
entering building 

Possible Boarding up the building and inspections as 
required. 

Reputational  risk Likely If demolition is not imminent, additional 
maintenance can be implemented to clear the 
vegetation around the property and to refresh the 
measures that limit public access.  

The recommendation is presented in consideration of reducing the risk to Council. 

Legal and Compliance 

There are no legal or compliance issues with the recommendation. 

Community Implications 

The recommendation to demolish the buildings will positively impact the community 
by removing unsightly and dangerous buildings. 

Environmental Implications 

There are no environmental implications associated with the recommendation.  All 
works would be undertaken to manage the potential environmental issues (dust, 
asbestos etc.).  

A site visit has been undertaken by Council’s arborist and Environment Sustainability 
team, and it recommended retaining 15 native trees within the preschool boundary 
site to complement the existing reserve (see attachment 2). Prior to any demolition 
works, tree protection zones will be installed around these trees to ensure their 
survival. 
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Consultation 

No further engagement is required other than that normally associated with 
demolition works in respect of the demolition of the identified buildings. 

Further consultation will be undertaken to explore options to repurpose the building 
within Andrews Park West, including contacting the clubs identified above.   

Other  

Nil 

Declaration of Interests: 

Officers preparing this report have declared they do not have a conflict of interest in 
this matter under the provisions of the Local Government Act 1989. 

Supporting Documents: 

Council Report 7 May 2018 – Proposed building demolition Plan 2017/18 

 

Attachments 
1. Churchill Primary School response 

2. Indicative tree retention map 
3. Federation University response 
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Agenda Item:  15.2 

Agenda Item: Monash Reserve, Newborough - Proposed Removal of 

Vegetation 

Sponsor: General Manager, Infrastructure and Recreation  

Council Plan Objective: Improve the liveability and connectedness of Latrobe 

City. 

Status: For Decision  

         

 

MOTION 

Moved: Cr Gibson 
Seconded:  Cr Law  

That Council: 

1. Approves the removal of seven trees at Monash Reserve, Newborough 
as outlined in Attachment 1 - Monash Reserve - Planned Vegetation 
Removal; and 

2. Provides an allocation of $1,500 from the Monash Reserve, Newborough 
Court and Pavilion project for the planting of trees at College Park, 
Newborough. 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 

 
 

Executive Summary: 

• Council endorsement is sought to remove seven trees at Monash Reserve, 
Newborough which are in the vicinity of the new court construction scheduled 
for 2019. 

• Council’s arborist has provided an assessment of the trees with the species 
identified in Attachment 2 - Tree Assessment Data Sheet. The specified trees 
were identified as 5 native trees, and 2 non-native. The native trees were 
planted for landscaping purposes, not ecological value. 

• The removal of these trees are exempt from a planning permit or offset as 
advised by Council’s Environment Sustainability team - see Attachment 3. 

• An amount of $1500 is recommended to be provided from the project budget to 
support the planting of additional trees at College Park. 

• It is recommended that Council undertake voluntary replanting within the same 
district to offset the tree removal at Monash Reserve. 
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• The trees along Monash Road, Torres Street, and between the existing courts 
and sports reserve are not included as part of this report. 

 

Background: 

Council has received funding for the construction of a new multi-use pavilion, and 10 
netball / tennis (3 of) courts at Monash Reserve, Newborough. 

In order to achieve this project, the existing Tennis Club, as well as some vegetation 
(as identified in Attachment 1) is required to be removed prior to works commencing. 

The Environment Sustainability Team have identified that while some of the trees 
proposed to be removed are native vegetation, they were not planted for the purpose 
of biodiversity and therefore no planning permit or offsets are required to be 
compliant. 

While no offsets are required, it is recommended that a financial contribution be 
made to allow for the replacement of the trees being removed. An allocation in the 
vicinity of $1,500 would allow for 5 mature trees to be planted within the College 
Park, Newborough precinct and align with objective three of the Council plan to 
improve the community’s satisfaction with Council’s physical spaces. 

Issues: 

Strategy Implications 

The redevelopment of the courts and construction of the pavilion at Monash Reserve 
directly relate to Objective 3 of the Council’s Plan to Improve the liveability and 
connectedness of Latrobe City. 

The redeveloped facilities will improve participation rates across multiple sports, and 
attract further events to the Latrobe Valley. 

In order for this project to be realised, the vegetation within the construction zone is 
required to be removed, however it is proposed to counteract this with new plantings 
at College Park, Newborough.  

Communication 

The existing user groups at the site, as well as the Project Reference Group for the 
Monash Reserve project will be consulted on the timeline for removal of the 
vegetation.  

Adjacent residents will also be notified in conjunction with the demolition notices for 
the existing Tennis Pavilion. 

Financial Implications 

The State and Federal Governments have invested $3.8 million dollars in the 
Monash Reserve upgrade. 
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To allow the project to proceed and the funding to be utilised, the identified trees are 
required to be removed. The estimated cost for removing the vegetation is $3,000. 
An allowance of $1,500 has been made to support the planting of additional trees at 
College Park. 

Risk Analysis 

Identified risk Risk likelihood* Controls to manage risk 

Tree removal is not 
approved resulting in the 
Monash Reserve project 
unable to proceed. 

2 (unlikely) It is recommended Council 
approve the request to 
remove the identified 
trees. 

Potential negative 
community response. 

3 (Possible) The neighbouring 
residents will be advised 
on the proposed 
vegetation removal and 
given the opportunity to 
consult with Council 
officers prior to the works 
commencing. 

Providing an allocation for 
replacement planting 
should assist to alleviate a 
negative response. 

* For example, likelihood ratings: 1 (Rare); 2 (Unlikely); 3 (Possible); 4 (Likely); 5 (Almost 
Certain) 

Legal and Compliance 

Council officers have complied with all regulations for the removal of native 
vegetation. There is no requirement for an offset in this case. 

Community Implications 

There may be some concerns raised by community members regarding the tree 
removal in relation to amenity. These can be mitigated via timely and transparent 
communication with the neighbouring residents, as well as complementary planting 
at a site within the town. It is expected that there will be a positive reaction to the 
overall redevelopment of Monash Reserve.  

Environmental Implications 

It has been identified that the trees identified for removal were not planted for 
biodiversity reasons and therefore do not represent significant ecological value in the 
area. It is however recommended that Council commit to replacing these trees as 
part of the College Park, Newborough revegetation works. 
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Consultation 

Consultation continues to occur with the Project Reference Group for the Monash 
Project which includes all stakeholders currently involved in the use of the current 
and future facilities. 

The surrounding residents will be notified of the tree removal if approved as part of 
the demolition works notification. 

Declaration of Interests: 

Officers preparing this report have declared they do not have a conflict of interest in 
this matter under the provisions of the Local Government Act 1989. 

Supporting Documents: 

Tree Work Notification Policy  

 

Attachments 
1. Monash Reserve - Planned Vegetation Removal 

2. Tree Assessment Data Sheet 
3. Tree Assessment Advice 
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Agenda Item:  15.3 

Agenda Item: 2018/19 Road Rehabilitation program - deferral of 

Lafayette Street, Traralgon 

Sponsor: General Manager, Infrastructure and Recreation  

Council Plan Objective: Ensure Council operates openly, transparently and 

responsibly. 

Status: For Decision  

         

 

MOTION 

Moved: Cr Howe 
Seconded:  Cr O'Callaghan  

That Council endorses deferring construction of Lafayette Street to the 
2019/20 program. 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 

 
 

Executive Summary: 

The lowest tender received for road renewal of Lafayette Street, Traralgon 
approximately $180,000 in excess of the estimated value based on previous rates for 
similar work. 

The 2018/19 program budget does not have sufficient funds to undertake both the 
Lafayette Street and the Healeys Road works.   

Deferral of the Lafayette Street project will allow for re-tendering of the work when 
the contractor availability is greater, and therefore would be more likely to provide 
good value, and make the allocation available for other works.  Deferral would not 
result in high additional maintenance costs for the road or unacceptable road 
condition for the users.  Some nuisance ponding will continue. 

It is therefore proposed to defer the works on Lafayette Street to 2019/20 to seek a 
better value outcome.  The 2018/19 funds would then be available to undertake the 
planned works on Healeys Road. 

 

Background: 

In 2017/18 Council officers received tenders for construction of a portion of Healeys 
Road, Yinnar.  Although the tenders were received in 2017/18, due to timing of the 
contractor’s works and a shortage of capital funds at the time, the works were carried 
forward to 2018/19.   
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Lafayette Street, Traralgon road renewal was a 2018/19 project estimated at a total 
of $330,000.  Following design and including some works requested by the residents 
as part of the consultation, the estimated construction value was $450,000.   

The lowest tender received for Lafayette Street reconstruction was approximately 
$630,000. Council Officers assume that the high tendered price is a result of a lack of 
competition based on the large amount of civil works currently available in the 
Latrobe Valley.   

The 2018/19 Road Rehabilitation Program budget does not have sufficient funds to 
undertake both the Lafayette Street and the Healeys Road works.   

It is therefore proposed to defer works on Lafayette Street to 2019/20 and the funds 
remaining in the 2018/19 Road Rehabilitation Program would then be available to 
undertake the Healeys Road reconstruction project. 

Issues: 

Strategy Implications 

The proposed resolution is consistent with Council Plan Objective 4: “Provide a 
connected, engaged and safe community environment, which is improving the well-
being of all Latrobe City citizens” 

Communication 

To date all communication has been within Council departments and the Capital 
Works Board.  The Capital Works Board recognised that this is a significant change 
to the program and resolved to seek specific Council endorsement. 

Financial Implications 

The 2018/19 program budget does not have sufficient funds to undertake both the 
Lafayette Street and the Healeys Road works.  Deferral of the Lafayette Street 
project will allow for re-tendering of the work when the contractor availability is 
greater, and therefore would be more likely to provide good value, and make the 
allocation available for other works. 

The existing Healeys Road tender is considered good value and if deferred the 
Lafayette Road reconstruction allocation would fund these works.  Any remaining 
surplus will be allocated to the planned works on other roads in the 2018/19 program. 

Risk Analysis 

There are no risks with the proposed resolution.  Should Council not endorse the 
change a funding shortfall would occur putting completion of other projects at risk, 
but this risk overall is minor. 

Legal and Compliance 

There are no legal or compliance issues with the recommendation. 
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Community Implications 

The Lafayette Street residents were involved in the planning and design and there is 
an expectation that Lafayette Street construction will proceed early in 2019.  Deferral 
of the works would be communicated to them with the advice that the works would be 
undertaken early in the 2019/20 financial year. 

Environmental Implications 

There are no environmental implications associated with the proposed resolution 

Consultation 

Consultation would be limited to the residents involved in the planning and design of 
the works. 

Other  

No other issues are noted at this time. 

Declaration of Interests: 

Officers preparing this report have declared they do not have a conflict of interest in 
this matter under the provisions of the Local Government Act 1989. 

Supporting Documents: 

Nil  

 

Attachments 
Nil 
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Agenda Item:  15.4 

Agenda Item: Application to the 'Safe Traffic in Local Streets' 

funding program for 40km/h zones in Latrobe City 

Major Townships 

Sponsor: General Manager, Infrastructure and Recreation  

Council Plan Objective: Improve the liveability and connectedness of Latrobe 

City. 

Status: For Decision  

         

 

MOTION 

Moved: Cr McFarlane 
Seconded:  Cr Clancey  

That Council: 

1.  Endorses the principle of reducing the speed limits on roads in the 
township Activity Centres of Churchill, Moe, Morwell and Traralgon to 
40km/h;  

2.  Endorses an application for funding to the Safe Travel in Local Streets 
program to implement speed limit zones and associated works to 
enhance road safety and the effectiveness of proposed regulatory speed 
zone signage for Morwell, Traralgon and Moe; and 

3.   If the funding application is successful, receives a further report for 
endorsement of the proposed 40km/h speed limit changes and the 
extent of the precincts within the townships, following consultation with 
the stakeholders involved. 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 

 
 

Executive Summary: 

Council has been approached by Regional Roads Victoria (RRV) to apply for funding 
to improve safety in local streets.  Funding for this program is provided through the 
Towards Zero road safety initiative from the Safe System Road Infrastructure 
Program (SSRIP).  The specific program is the Safe Travel in Local Streets initiative. 

RRV contacted Council Officers and identified town centres of Traralgon, Morwell 
and Moe as defined precincts that have a history of vulnerable road user crashes.  
Churchill township was not identified as having a crash history supporting funding. 
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The proposal considered is to create precincts of lower speed limits within the activity 
centres of Traralgon, Morwell and Moe and this report seeks Council’s endorsement 
of the proposed 40km/h zones in principle, and also for a funding application to the 
Safe Travel in Local Streets funding program. 

• One method to enhance safety is to reduce speeds on the roads.  While for the 
most part the traffic speeds in the township business areas is currently in the 
order of 40km/h, it is proposed to formally reduce the posted speed limit in and 
around the township activity centres. 

• Part of that project is installing physical measures to encourage lower motorist 
speeds by developing a “sense of Place” as opposed to a “Through Street” 
concept for the road network.   

• Due to the funding program application deadline, Council officers have applied 
to Regional Roads Victoria for funding for a project as noted above.  Council 
endorsement is sought at this time for the proposed speed zones and the 
funding application, however should Council not endorse the application it can 
be withdrawn.   

• Should the application be successful, Council officers will engage a consultant 
to refine the indicative proposals created for the application, and then engage 
with Council, the community, and Regional Roads Victoria.  Endorsement for 
any final plan would be obtained from Council prior to a formal request to 
Regional Roads Victoria to approve the speed zone changes. 

 

Background: 

Regional Road Victoria (RRV) has carriage of the Safe System Road Infrastructure 
Program (SSRIP) that includes the Towards Zero road safety initiative, of which the 
Safe Travel in Local Streets Program is one funding component.   

This funding nominally allows for infrastructure expenditure for 100% of the directly 
associated works up to $2 million per council with a per project maximum of 
$1 million.     

Council was approached by Regional Roads Victoria to apply for funding and 
suggested localities that focused on crash data involving vulnerable roads users.  
Latrobe City town centres of Traralgon, Morwell and Moe were identified as defined 
precincts that have a history of crashes involving vulnerable road users as noted in 
Table 1. 

Table 1: Injury Crashes over the last 5 Years: 

Town Centre Fatalities Serious Injuries 

Traralgon 1 6 

Morwell 0 6 

Moe 1 3 
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Council officers presented to RRV and Transport Accident Commission personnel in 
November 2019 with a proposal to enhance safety within Traralgon, Moe, and 
Morwell by creating 40 km/h precincts within the townships.  The Churchill CBD did 
not have the crash history necessary to be considered for funding, however it does 
lend itself very well to this treatment, can be considered in the future.  It already has 
a traffic environment suited to this lower limit. 

Having received positive feedback from RRV and TAC representatives Council 
officers were invited to make a formal submission to RRV for funding.   

One method to reduce the frequency and severity of crashes is to reduce motorist 
speed.  Regulatory speed limit signage alone is limited in effectiveness as it requires 
voluntary compliance from the motorist.   

It is therefore proposed that the regulatory signage would be augmented with 
infrastructure changes that would send a visual cue to the motorist that they are 
entering an area where a lower speed is appropriate.  This, on a large scale would be 
to create a “sense of Place” or destination, and that the road they are travelling on is 
not a “Through Street”.   

The physical changes may be to install: kerb bulges to constrict the road width at the 
entries to the CBD; raised platforms or distinctive pavements either at intersections, 
entries to the CBD, or at key locations for pedestrian safety.   

Should the funding application be successful, a concept plan will be developed of 
proposed physical measures and the 40km/h precincts.  The proposed changes 
would form part of the project development that will include consultation with Council, 
the community, and Regional Roads Victoria.  Following finalisation of the proposed 
changes, Council endorsement would be obtained before a formal application to 
Regional Roads Victoria. 

Due to the timing of Council meetings compared to the funding program’s timing, it 
was not possible to obtain Council endorsement in advance of an application.  The 
application therefore will have been made before Council considers this report.  
Should Council not wish to proceed the application can be withdrawn. 

The following figures indicate the preliminary precincts and the roads proposed to be 
part of the 40kmk/h zone based on traffic and crash analysis and preliminary 
feedback.  The roads in solid line indicate either roads under RRV control or Council 
roads that have a through traffic function and thus, are not suited to being developed 
as a Place.   
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Figure 1) Morwell – proposed indicative precinct  

 

 

Figure 2) Traralgon – proposed indicative precinct 
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Figure 3) Moe – proposed indicative precinct 

  

 

Issues: 

Strategy Implications 

The proposal to reduce speeds and create a sense of place is consistent with 
Council Plan Objective 1 - Improve the liveability and connectedness of Latrobe City. 

Communication 

No communication has been undertaken other than within the Infrastructure 
Development department and Regional Roads Victoria. 

Financial Implications 

The project is proposed to be funded entirely through the STiL program and includes 
to a maximum of $1 million in infrastructure works plus up to $50,000 for project 
management/delivery per project with a total cap of $2 million per Council.   

The treatment for the three major towns has been presented as three individual 
projects.  It is recognised however, that there will be considerable consultation and 
engagement with businesses and road users and inevitably Council Officer time and 
some minor expenses will be incurred.  This will be covered within normal operating 
budgets. 
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The proposed projects are currently anticipated to be in the order of $150,000 to 
$800,000 per township.  

In addition the project will create several new assets that would attract additional 
maintenance and renewal costs.  This is estimated to be nominal and well within the 
capacity of Council to absorb within its normal increase to the operating budgets and 
on balance, given the potential reduction in crash severity and frequency, and that 
the works will be consistent with improving the amenity of the township activity 
centres, on balance this increase is considered acceptable. 

Risk Analysis 

The proposed speed zones and associated infrastructure would reduce risk to the 
public. 

Legal and Compliance 

Changing speed limits needs to follow the prescribed legislative process.  For 
Council this consists generally of making a formal request to Regional Roads Victoria 
as they are the approving authority for speed limits.  Working within a Regional 
Roads Victoria program will facilitate the approval process.  

Community Implications 

Some motorists will be obliged to drive slower than they wish ,however overall the 
impact will be positive due to the enhanced safety and improved amenity of the 
townships.  In effect there will be a transfer of amenity from drivers to other road 
users.  With that said predictable lower travel speeds will be positive to the 
smoothness of traffic flow. 

Environmental Implications 

There would be no environmental impact as a result of these works. 

Consultation 

Consultation is required by Regional Roads Victoria as part of any proposed speed 
limit change.  As part of the broader project consultation will be undertaken with the 
communities on the 40km/h zones. 

Consultation will also occur on the physical measures with the community generally, 
and with the specific businesses affected by the proposed installation more directly.   

Other  

No other issues are noted. 

Declaration of Interests: 

Officers preparing this report have declared they do not have a conflict of interest in 
this matter under the provisions of the Local Government Act 1989. 
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Supporting Documents: 

Nil 

 

Attachments 
Nil 
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Agenda Item:  15.5 

Agenda Item: Delegate authority to award Keegan Street Oval 

Redevelopment contract to Chief Executive Officer 

Sponsor: General Manager, Infrastructure and Recreation  

Council Plan Objective: Ensure Council operates openly, transparently and 

responsibly. 

Status: For Decision  

         

 

MOTION 

Moved: Cr McFarlane 
Seconded:  Cr White OAM  

That Council: 

1.  Subject to the recommended tenders being within the funding 
agreements of the Latrobe Valley Sports and Community Initiative and 
the Federal Government’s Community Development Grants, and 
compliance with Council’s Procurement Policy, delegates to the Chief 
Executive Officer (CEO) the authority to award the following contracts 
which exceed the CEO’s financial delegation of $500,000 (incl. GST): 

a. Redevelopment of the Keegan Street Reserve, Morwell ($600,000 incl 
GST, wholly funded by Federal Government) 

2.  Authorises the CEO to sign and seal associated documents to effect the 
awarding of that contract; 

3. Releases the decision to award the contract to the public once the 
contract is awarded; and 

4. Receives a report at an Ordinary Council Meeting detailing the contract 
awarded by the CEO, and the successful contractor.  

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 

 
 

Executive Summary: 

Council has delegated the Chief Executive Officer (CEO) authority to award contract 
works up to $500,000 (incl. GST). Council delivers a number of capital works 
projects. This financial year has seen a significant increase in capital works including 
Major Recreation Projects, above the standard capital works program.  

In order to expedite the contract process and enable the commencement of the 
redevelopment of the Keegan Street Reserve, Morwell in a timely manner and in line 
where possible with the request of the funding partners to have contracts signed as 
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soon as possible, it is recommended that the Council delegate to the CEO the 
authority to award contracts which exceed the CEO’s financial delegation of 
$500,000 (incl. GST). 

The award of any contracts under this arrangement is subject to the recommended 
tenders being within Council’s adopted budget, the contract complying with Council’s 
Procurement Policy, and the awarding being reportable at a quarterly Council 
Meeting. 

 

Background: 

The Keegan Street Reserve Redevelopment is being delivered as one of the Major 
Recreation Projects, funded wholly by the Federal Government through its 
Community Development Grants, this work will involve reshaping of the reserve, 
installation of an irrigation system and the improvement of surface drainage for the 
oval. 

Contracts are typically advertised for three weeks, followed by a period to evaluate 
tenders, clarify any tender issues, carry out necessary referee checks, and then 
prepare the tender evaluation report and associated Council report.  

Without the authority delegated to the CEO to award contracts, subject to the 
recommended tenders being within the appropriate funding agreements, there is 
typically a delay of a month in order to present the report at the next available 
Council meeting.  

Delegating the CEO the authority to award this contract will greatly assist in 
commencing the identified project in a timely fashion. 

Issues: 

Strategy Implications 

This report is consistent with Latrobe 2026: The Community Vision for Latrobe Valley 
and the Latrobe City Council Plan 2017-2021: 

Latrobe 2026: The Community Vision for Latrobe Valley 

Strategic Objectives – Built Environment 

In 2026 Latrobe Valley benefits from a well-planned built environment that is 
complimentary to its surroundings, and which provides for a connected and inclusive 
community 

Latrobe City Council Plan 2017-2021 

Indicators 

Objective 3: Improve the liveability and connectedness of Latrobe City 
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Communication 

In accordance with Council’s Procurement Policy, Latrobe City Council’s website will 
be updated to provide summary information relating to contracts entered into with an 
estimated expenditure which exceed the compulsory tender threshold.   

All contracts awarded by the CEO will be reported to Council on a quarterly basis 
detailing the successful contractor. 

Financial Implications 

The Latrobe Valley Sports and Community Initiative Federal Government’s 
Community Development Grants funding agreements have provided $500,000 to 
Council for Redevelopment of the Keegan Street Reserve, Morwell.  In addition, 
there is $100,000 surplus from other Federal Government projects at the Morwell 
Recreation Reserve that are available. Council officers are currently seeking 
approval from the Federal Government to utilise the surplus funds for the 
redevelopment of the Keegan Street Reserve. 

The estimated cost of the work is up to $600,000.  

Risk Analysis 

Providing delegation to the CEO will reduce the risk of delay in awarding contracts to 
commence the funded project in a timely manner in keeping with the request by the 
key funding bodies for the projects to be contracted as soon as possible. This will 
also allow the works to be carried out at a time that is will cause the least amount of 
inconvenience for the local cricket and football clubs. 

Legal and Compliance 

All processes will comply with legal and compliance guidelines  

Community Implications 

The proposed recommendation will have a positive impact on the community as it will 
provide state of the art facilities suited to community through to elite use and major 
events where appropriate.  

Environmental Implications 

There are not considered to be any environmental implications associated with this 
report. 

Consultation 

In preparing this report, internal consultation has been held with the Procurement 
team. The development of the scope of work has also had input from the community 
as well as the key stakeholders and user groups. 
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Other  

Nil 

Declaration of Interests: 

Officers preparing this report have declared they do not have a conflict of interest in 
this matter under the provisions of the Local Government Act 1989. 

Supporting Documents: 

Nil  

 

Attachments 
Nil   
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COMMUNITY SERVICES
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16. COMMUNITY SERVICES 

Nil reports 
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CORPORATE SERVICES
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17. CORPORATE SERVICES 

Agenda Item:  17.1 

Agenda Item: Proposed sale of 33-35 Elizabeth Street Moe 

Sponsor: General Manager, Corporate Services  

Council Plan Objective: Ensure Council operates openly, transparently and 

responsibly. 

Status: For Decision  

         
 

MOTION 

Moved: Cr Gibson 
Seconded:  Cr Law  

That Council: 

1.  Authorises the Chief Executive Officer to commence the statutory 
process required under sections 189 and 223 of the Local Government 
Act 1989 and publishes a notice inviting written submissions 
concerning the potential sale of 33-35 Elizabeth Street Moe, Lots 8 and 9 
on Plan of Subdivision 050951 being Certificate of Title Volume 08898 
Folio 411 and 412, and 

2. If submissions are received, delegates to the Chief Executive Officer the 
authority: 

a) to fix the date of the Ordinary Council Meeting to consider 
submissions in accordance with Section 223 of the Local 
Government Act, and 

b) notify all submitters of the time and place of the Ordinary Council 
Meeting that Council will consider the submissions and invite them 
to speak in support of their submission; or 

3. If no submissions are received, Council forms the opinion that 33-35 
Elizabeth Street Moe, is surplus to Council and community requirements 
and delegates to the Chief Executive Officers authority to: 

a) Negotiate the terms and conditions of direct sale with the 
Advantage Pharmacy Group Pty Ltd located at 33-35 Elizabeth 
Street Moe, (the sale will be in accordance with Sale of Council 
Owned Property Policy 11-POL-4), and  

b) Arrange for signing and sealing of all documentation associated 
with the sale and transfer of the property. 

4. Notifies Advantage Pharmacy Group Pty Ltd of Council’s decision. 
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CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 

 
 

Executive Summary: 

• Council has received a proposal from Advantage Pharmacy Group Pty Ltd 
(Pharmacy) to purchase the vacant Council building at 33-35 Elizabeth Street, 
Moe (refer Attachment 1 for an aerial image and Attachment 2 for a street view).  
The Pharmacy proposes to purchase the property for the purpose of 
establishing a medical centre and provide a General Practitioner service.  Refer 
Attachment 2 for a copy of the Pharmacy’s proposal. 

• In accordance with the provision of Sections 189 and 223 of the Local 
Government Act 1989, Council is required to undertake community consultation 
by giving public notice of its intention to consider the potential sale of the 
property, invite written submission and consider submissions received.   

• 33-35 Elizabeth Street Moe is a vacant building that abuts the Elizabeth Street 
strip shopping centre and a small Council park. 

• This building has been vacant for a number of years, previously being used as a 
Maternal and Child Heath Centre, then a Youth Drop In Centre and more 
recently as a storage area for the Moe Rainbow Toy Library shared with 
MOaRTZ Theatre Group who used the building as a meeting room/stage prop 
storage area. 

• As the building has not been occupied on daily basis and been used for 
storage, it has deteriorated.  Quotes were obtained in December 2017 for 
general plumbing (replacement of 2 cisterns and pans, replacement and 
installation of a new hot water service) and roof maintenance works (installation 
of 4 new downpipes, rust proof spots on the roof, refix and seal roof sheets, 
installation of new flashing). This quote totalled $6,600.  Other identified building 
maintenance included servicing/replacement of the air conditioning system and 
electrical wiring (costs unknown).  There is presently no budget allocation to 
undertake the above works. 

• An independent valuation was obtained refer confidential Attachment 3 for an 
extract of the valuation. 

 

Background: 

In September 2018, Pharmacy representatives approached Officers concerning the 
vacant building at 33-35 Elizabeth Street Moe.   

The Pharmacy’s proposal is to purchase the property for the purposes of establishing 
a medical centre and provide a General Practitioner service.  
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The Pharmacy advises that there is a need for additional General Practitioners in 
Moe as there are restrictions on transferring from one Moe medical clinic to another 
and there are presently delays in obtaining medical appointments. 

If the Pharmacy acquired the property, it would invest approximately $250,000 to 
purposely refit the building.  

As the Pharmacy owns and operates the adjoining pharmacy business, it believes by 
establishing a medical centre in this part of Moe would service those families in the 
immediate area and alleviate some of the pressure in obtaining a medical 
appointment in Moe. 

Issues: 

Strategy Implications 

2017/2021 Council Plan: 

Objective 6: Ensure Council operates openly, transparently and responsibly. 

Communication 

Officers have met with the Pharmacy’s representatives to discuss their proposal and 
the assess the suitability of the property for the Pharmacy’s purpose. 

Financial Implications 

The current market value has been assessed.  An independent valuation was 
obtained refer confidential Attachment 3 for an extract of the valuation.  

The sale of the property would: 

• Return unbudgeted financial income; 

• Council will avoid undertaking the necessary building maintenance and 
payment of utilities; 

• Return annual rates and charges presently not currently levied.  

 
Costs 
In accordance with Council’s Sale of Council Property Policy and Procedure costs 
associated with the Pharmacy acquiring this Council owned property would include: 

 
Council: 

• Officer resources in the preparation of Council reports. 

• Public notice in the Latrobe Valley Express inviting submissions. 

• The above costs are within existing budget allocations. 
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Pharmacy: 

• All legal costs associated with the transfer of the ownership of the property. 

• Independent valuation of the land which has already been obtained. 

Risk Analysis 

Risk has been considered as part of this report and it is considered to be consistent 
with the Risk Management Framework.  

There is an inherent risk in owning a vacant building, the building appearance 
deteriorates, fixtures and fittings become obsolete and the building can become the 
target of repeated vandalism attacks. 

Legal and Compliance 

Sale of Council Building: 
Section 189 of the Local Government Act 1989 gives Council the power to sell land 
however, prior to doing so, it must: 
(a) ensure that public notice of the intention to do so is given at least four weeks 

prior to selling the land; and 
(b) Obtain from a person who holds qualifications or experience specified under 

section 13DA(2) of the Valuation of Land Act 1960 a valuation of the land which 
is made not more than 6 months prior to the sale or exchange. 

 
This power is subject to Section 223 of the Local Government Act 1989, which 
requires Council to: 
• Publish a public notice inviting written submissions in respect of the proposal; 
• Considered any written submissions received; 
• Allow submitters to speak in support of their submission. 
 
Policy – Sale of Council Owned Property Policy 11 POL-4 
The principal aim of this policy is to define the circumstances and factors that will be 
assessed by Council in respect to the sale of Council owned property. The purpose 
of this policy is to serve as an accountability mechanism to the community. 

It is Council’s preference that the sale of Council owned property would be via public 
auction unless circumstances exist that justify an alternative method of sale. 
All sales of Council owned property must be consistent with the Local Government 
Best Practice Guidelines for the Sale and Exchange of Land prepared by the 
Department of Planning and Community Development. 
 
In this instance Officers have formed the opinion a direct sale as opposed to a public 
auction is recommended.  A potential purchaser has been identified and it is unlikely 
that there would be any further interest in acquiring this property at public auction 
given there has been no interest in this property previously. 
 
By giving public notice of Council’s intention to sell this property, it may attract 
interest from other parties in the property.  If this is the case, Council could then 
determine to sell the property by public auction. 
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Community Implications 

This property has been vacant for a number of years.  Officers have not identified 
any Council program/service that could be undertaken from the building. 

In November 2018 Council received a proposal from Moe New Life Christian Centre 
to lease the property to establish an outreach program and: 

• create a place of social connection and support; 

• a place where people can drop in for a coffee and a chat; 

• assistance for pre-employment e.g. helping with resumes, interview coaching; 

• a reference and referral point for people struggling issues such as 
addiction/substance abuse, family issues etc.; and 

• possibly establishing a youth and after school programmes. 

 

The Church proposed to use the building for approximately 12-16 hours per week, 
depending on appropriate staff and volunteers available to manage the centre. 

If Council was to lease the building to the Church, the Church has indicated that it 
has limited financial resources to pay rent, rates and maintain the building.  It would 
be prepared to assist with building repairs subject to Council financing the materials 
and overseeing the works carried out.  An independent rental valuation was obtained 
refer confidential Attachment 3 for an extract of the valuation. 

An estimated cost of the required building repairs and maintenance, is in the vicinity 
of $10,000+. 

There has not been any other community interest in using the building. 

Environmental Implications 

The potential sale of the building would not cause any environment implications  

Consultation 

Engagement method used: 

It is proposed to seek public submissions via the following methods: 

• Public notice in the Latrobe Valley Express 

• Notice displaced at Council’s Corporate Headquarters and Moe Service 
Centre/Library. 

• Details placed on the Latrobe City Council website. 

• Letters to adjoining and nearby property owners. 

Any written submissions received will be considered by Council at a future Council 
Meeting. 
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Officers sought feedback from Council’s Statutory Planning Team concerning the 
Pharmacy’s proposal.  Provided the floor space of the medical centre does not 
exceed 250 square metres, a planning permit is not required. Any business 
identification signage would require a planning permit. 

Other  

Nil 

Declaration of Interests: 

Officers preparing this report have declared they do not have a conflict of interest in 
this matter under the provisions of the Local Government Act 1989. 

Supporting Documents: 

Nil  

 

Attachments 
1. Aerial Image 
2. Street View 

3. Advantage Pharmacy Proposal 
4. Valuation (Published Separately) (Confidential) 
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Agenda Item:  17.2 

Agenda Item: Variation Of Lease Agreement - Gippsland Rotary 

Centenary House 

Sponsor: General Manager, Corporate Services  

Council Plan Objective: Ensure Council operates openly, transparently and 

responsibly. 

Status: For Decision  

         

 

MOTION 

Moved: Cr O'Callaghan 
Seconded:  Cr Howe  

That Council authorises the Chief Executive Officer to sign the Deed of 
Variation of Lease with Gippsland Rotary Centenary House Inc. for 39 Valley 
Drive, Traralgon. 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 

 
 

Executive Summary: 

Council currently leases 39 Valley Drive, Traralgon, to Gippsland Rotary Centenary 
House Inc. for use as accommodation for patients and their families of the Gippsland 
Cancer Care Centre at Latrobe Regional Hospital. 

The current lease is for an initial term of 25 years that commenced on 1 March 2005 
with an option for a further 25 year term available. 

At the time of entering into the lease agreement the permitted use was for the 
construction of Gippsland Rotary Centenary House and associated car parking. 

As the lease agreement is unclear as to the ownership and responsibility for the 
improvements that have been made on the land since it was entered into the 
committee of Gippsland Rotary Centenary House has requested that it be amended 
to provide clarification. 

The attached Deed of Variation of Lease has been prepared to accommodate this 
request and, given the term of the lease, approval is sought for the Chief Executive 
Officer to sign this document. 
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Background: 

Council acquired the property at 39 Valley Drive, Traralgon, in 2004 and 
subsequently entered into a lease agreement with Gippsland Rotary Centenary 
House Inc. for the construction of accommodation for patients and their families that 
are accessing the Gippsland Cancer Care Centre at Latrobe Regional Hospital. 

This lease is for an initial term of 25 years that commenced on 1 March 2005, with an 
option available for a further 25 year term that is to be exercised by 30 November 
2029. 

At the time of entering into the lease the land had not yet been developed and the 
permitted use was “construction of the Gippsland Rotary Centenary House 
residential facility and associated car parking”. 

The committee of Gippsland Rotary Centenary House recently received legal advice 
suggesting that clarification was required as to the ownership of all improvements on 
the land to ensure that it is clear to both parties. Accordingly, a Deed of Variation of 
Lease has been prepared stating that: 

1. All improvements constructed on the land will remain in the ownership of the 
Gippsland Rotary Centenary House Inc. for the duration of the lease 
agreement. 

 

2. Gippsland Rotary Centenary House Inc. shall remain fully responsible for the 
maintenance and insurance of all improvements on the land for the duration of 
the lease agreement. 

 

3. Upon the expiration or termination of the lease agreement the removal or 
transfer of the improvements on the land will be negotiated between Council 
and Gippsland Rotary Centenary House Inc. 

The document has been provided to the committee for Gippsland Rotary Centenary 
House and they have indicated their support for the proposed variation to the lease. 

Issues: 

Strategy Implications 

Objective 6 of the 2017/2021 Council Plan: Ensure Council operates openly, 
transparently and responsibly. 

Communication 

Council officers have met with representatives of the committee for Gippsland Rotary 
Centenary House to discuss the variation to the existing lease agreement and a draft 
has been provided for approval. 
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Financial Implications 

As the proposed Deed of Variation of Lease is to clarify ownership of all 
improvements constructed on the land there will be no financial obligations for 
Council as a result. 

Risk Analysis 

The Deed of Variation of Lease will document that the improvements on the land 
remain in the ownership of Gippsland Rotary Centenary House Inc. and they will 
remain responsible for their maintenance and insurance.  

Legal and Compliance 

Section 154A of the Property Law Act 1958 provides that a fixture (or other 
improvement) installed by a tenant, at its own cost, is and remains the property of the 
tenant during the lease term. 

If the improvements remain after the lease agreement has expired then they would 
become part of Council’s property however, if there is a provision in the lease which 
provides otherwise in relation to ownership then this would prevail. 

The purpose of the Deed of Variation of Lease is to incorporate the above terms into 
the existing lease agreement to clarify ownership of the existing improvements. 

Community Implications 

Not applicable 

Environmental Implications 

Not applicable 

Consultation 

As this is a variation of an existing, long-term lease agreement no consultation is 
required.  

Other  

Not applicable 

Declaration of Interests: 

Officers preparing this report have declared they do not have a conflict of interest in 
this matter under the provisions of the Local Government Act 1989. 

Supporting Documents: 

Nil  

 

Attachments 
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1. Deed of Variation of Lease Agreement - Gippsland Rotary Centenary House 
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Agenda Item:  17.3 

Agenda Item: Presentation of the Audit and Risk Committee Charter 

for adoption 

Sponsor: General Manager, Corporate Services  

Council Plan Objective: Ensure Council operates openly, transparently and 

responsibly. 

Status: For Decision  

         

 

MOTION 

Moved: Cr McFarlane 
Seconded:  Cr White OAM  

That Council: 

1.  Adopts the Audit and Risk Committee Charter (Charter) with an effective 
date of 04 February 2019;  

2.  Notes that with the adoption of this Charter, that any previous versions 
are now rescinded;  

3.  Makes this Charter available to the public on Council’s website; and 

3. Notifies the Audit and Risk Committee members accordingly. 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 

 
 

Executive Summary: 

As part of the requirements of the current Audit and Risk Committee Charter 
(Charter) a review has been completed. 

The Audit and Risk Committee, as well as Councillors, have provided feedback and 
suggested improvements for the Charter. This feedback has been considered, and 
the following minor changes are being recommended: 

• administrative updates e.g. removal of typo’s/formatting  

• Removal of clause 6.13 relating to the Chair having a casting vote as it conflicts 
with the previous clause (‘6.12 There will be no official voting process, although 
all members shall have equal voting rights.  Majority and minority opinions will 
be reflected in Committee minutes’.). 

• Amend clause 7.5.1 to correct reference to the ‘external’ auditor, to read 
‘internal’ auditor. 
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The proposed Charter is now presented to Council for adoption.  

 

Background: 

The Charter was adopted by Council in March 2017 and, in accordance with the 
Charter, is now due for review.  

The Charter was initially drafted to align with the Ministerial guidelines ‘Audit 
Committees – A Guide to Good Practice for Local Government' (guidelines). These 
guidelines are still valid at this point in time.  

The Audit and Risk Committee provided feedback at the meeting held on 29 
November 2018. This feedback has been considered, and minor amendments are 
now proposed. 

Issues: 

Strategy Implications 

The Audit and Risk Committee provides advice to ensure that Council operates 
openly, transparently and responsibly.  

Communication 

The Charter will be made publicly available on Council’s website in accordance with 
the guidelines.  

Financial Implications 

The Audit and Risk Committee is managed through existing budget provisions.  

Risk Analysis 

The Audit and Risk Committee provides advice into the management of risk in the 
organisation. 

If Council was to not adopt the proposed Charter, there may be minor reputational 
risks; however, the current Charter would still apply.  

There are no known risks with the adoption of the proposed Charter.  

Legal and Compliance 

The Audit and Risk Committee is required under Section 138 of the Local 
Government Act 1989.  The Charter has been drafted and complies with the 
Ministerial guidelines ‘Audit Committees – A Guide to Good Practice for Local 
Government'. 

Community Implications 

There are no known community implications.  
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Environmental Implications 

There are no known environmental implications.  

Consultation 

Engagement has occurred with Audit and Risk Committee members as well as 
Councillors. The final Charter (attached with marked up changes) is the outcome of 
this engagement.  

Other  

Not applicable.  

Declaration of Interests: 

Officers preparing this report have declared they do not have a conflict of interest in 
this matter under the provisions of the Local Government Act 1989. 

Supporting Documents: 

Current Audit and Risk Committee Charter  

 

Attachments 
1. Proposed Audit and Risk Committee Charter (with marked up changes) 
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Agenda Item:  17.4 

Agenda Item: Authorisation of Council Officers under the Planning 

& Environment Act 1987 

Sponsor: General Manager, Corporate Services  

Council Plan Objective: Ensure Council operates openly, transparently and 

responsibly. 

Status: For Decision  

         

 

MOTION 

Moved: Cr Harriman 
Seconded:  Cr Gibson  

That Council in exercising the powers conferred by Section 224 of the Local 
Government Act 1989 and Section 147(4) of the Planning and Environment 
Act 1987 (Act):  

1. Appoints and authorises Strategic Planning Officers Tegan McKenzie,  
Miriam Turner; Strategic Planner Leah Misiurka, Planning 
Administration Officer Lauren Snowdon and Senior Statutory Planner 
Kristy Crawford as Authorised Officers for the purposes of the Act and 
associated regulations; and  

2.  Delegates and authorises the Chief Executive Officer to sign and seal 
the Instrument of Appointment and Authorisation (Planning and 
Environment Act 1987) as presented which comes into force 
immediately the common seal of Council is affixed. 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 

 
 

Executive Summary: 

By authorising officers, Council is authorising a suitably skilled/qualified officer to 
undertake the duties required of a particular statutory position. Once a person is 
authorised by Council, that person has the powers of that statutory position; as 
distinct from being delegated the powers of the Council. 

Authorisations are different from delegations as delegations involve the Council 
giving its powers to members of staff who then act on behalf of Council. Persons 
authorised by Council to hold a statutory position are acting as holders of statutory 
powers; they are not acting as delegates on behalf of the Council. Their powers and 
responsibilities are different to the powers and responsibilities of the Council. 

By authorising Strategic Planning Officer - Tegan McKenzie, Miriam Turner, Strategic 
Planner – Leah Misiurka, Planning Administration Officer – Lauren Snowdon and 
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Senior Statutory Planner Kristy Crawford for the purposes of administration and 
enforcement of the Planning and Environment Act 1987 (Act), this will enable the 
newly appointed officers to operate and perform their duties with respect to the 
statutory planning powers and functions of the Council.     
 

Declaration of Interests: 

Officers preparing this report have declared they do not have a conflict of interest in 
this matter under the provisions of the Local Government Act 1989. 

Background: 

Council has the power to appoint any person other than a Councillor to be an 
authorised officer for the purposes of the administration and enforcement on any Act, 
regulation or local laws which operate with respect to the powers and functions of the 
Council. A Council must maintain a register that shows the names of all people 
appointed by it to be authorised officers. Each authorised officer is to be issued with 
an identity card that contains a photograph and signature of the authorised officer 
and is signed by the Chief Executive Officer.   

In accordance with Section 224 of the Local Government Act 1989, an authorised 
officer has the following powers: 

• To demand the name and address of a person who has committed, or who is 
reasonably suspected by the officer to have committed, an offence under any 
Act, regulation or local law in respect of which he or she is appointed. In doing 
so, the officer must inform the person in sufficient detail of the reason for which 
the demand is made to enable the person to understand the nature of the 
offence or suspected offence; and  

• To enter any land or building in the municipal district at any reasonable time to 
carry out their duties as an authorised officer.  

Section 147(4) of the Planning and Environment Act 1987 provides for the following: 

1. Any reference in this Act to an Authorised officer of a responsible authority of 
the Department is a reference to an officer or employee of the authority or 
employee of the Department whom the authority or the Secretary to the 
Department (as the case requires) authorises in writing generally or in a 
particular case to carry out the duty or function or to exercise the power in 
connection with which the expression is used. 

Reasons for Proposed Resolution: 

Section 188(2)(c) of the Planning and Environment Act 1987, stipulates that Council 
has the power of a responsible authority to authorise any officer to carry out a duty or 
function or to exercise a power.  
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Issues: 

Strategy Implications 

Council Plan objective, ‘to ensure Council operates openly, transparently and 
responsibly’. 

Communication 

Not Applicable. 

Financial Implications 

There are no financial or resource implications, as this position is within the adopted 
budget.  However, if Council decides not to authorise the nominated officer, it will 
impede their ability to fully execute their duties. 

Risk Analysis 

If an officer is not authorised by Council under section 224, the officer will be unable 
to adequately perform their duties, as described in their position description. Further 
implications to this are as follows:  

• Delays in processing decisions on planning applications. 

• Development and subdivision projects within the Latrobe City Council having 
timely delays.  

• Risk that developers will become frustrated with delays and appeal to VCAT.   

• Planning officers that do not have the appropriate authorisation and delegation 
are unable to determine planning applications.  

• A court or tribunal can declare any planning permit issued by the unauthorised 
officer invalid.   

Legal & Compliance  

The Planning and Environment Act 1987 requires direct authorisation from Council to 
council officers in order to perform certain statutory duties. 

By authorising the nominated officer under the Planning and Environment Act 1987 
and under section 224 of the Local Government Act 1989, Council will ensure that 
the nominated officer will be able to perform and fulfil their role as described in their 
position description. 

Community Implications 

No Community impact. 

Environmental Implications 

No environmental impact. 
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Consultation 

There is no engagement required as part of this process. 

Supporting Documents: 

S11A. Instrument of Appointment and Authorisation – Tegan McKenzie 

S11A. Instrument of Appointment and Authorisation – Miriam Turner 

S11A. Instrument of Appointment and Authorisation – Leah Misiurka  

S11A Instrument of Appointment and Authorisation – Lauren Snowdon 

S11A Instrument of Appointment and Authorisation – Kristy Crawford 

 

 

 

 

 

Attachments 
1. S11A Instrument of Appointment & Authorisation - Tegan McKenzie  

2. S11A Instrument of Appointment & Authorisation - Miriam Turner 
3. S11A Instrument of Appointment & Authorisation - Leah Misiurka 

4. S11A Instrument of Appointment & Authorisation - Lauren Snowdon 
5. S11A Instrument of Appointment & Authorisation - Kristy Crawford 
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Agenda Item:  17.5 

Agenda Item: Contract Variations and Contracts Awarded by the 
Chief Executive Officer Report for the period 1 
September 2018 to 31 December 2018 

Sponsor:   General Manager, Corporate Services  

Council Plan Objective: Ensure Council operates openly, transparently and 
responsibly. 

Status: For Information  
         

 

MOTION 

Moved: Cr McFarlane 
Seconded:  Cr White OAM  

That Council receives and notes this report on contract variations and 
contracts awarded by the Chief Executive Officer during the period 
1 July 2018 to 30 September 2018. 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 

 

Executive Summary: 

In accordance with Latrobe City Council’s Procurement Policy 18-POL-10 section 
2.12 Contract Management, there is a requirement for contract variations to be 
reported to Council on a quarterly basis. 

All contract variations by approving delegate and contracts awarded by the Chief 
Executive Officer under delegation are detailed in the attachment. 

Further detail is provided below in relation to Contract LCC-528 Hubert Osborne Park 
Site Remediation Works given the cumulative total of variations exceeds 180% of the 
original contract value. These site works are required as part of the Gippsland 
Regional Aquatic Centre development. 

LCC-528 Hubert Osborne Park Site Remediation Works  

Investigations were undertaken in the form of historical research, boreholes, test pits 
and passive soil vapour sampling to confirm the extents of the contaminated material 
under the ground.  A scope of works for the removal of that material was developed 
and tendered and the contract won by Enviropacific.   

Once works were underway it became clear that the quantities of contaminated 
material present on the site were more than predicted. Excavations revealed that the 
black ash, coal tar and heavily contaminated soils were deeper and more widespread 
than anticipated.   
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A large section of highly odorous naphthalene impacted soils was encountered and 
workers were required to wear powered air respirators and full suits to work in the 
vicinity.  In addition, multiple types of friable asbestos were encountered in each area 
of excavation.  This resulted in significant additional time and cost to ensure that all 
works were done in a manner to safely protect workers, Council staff and the public. 

Due to the heavy contamination, Council could not leave this material on a site which 
is to be used for public recreation purposes into the future.  Particularly under the foot 
print of the new aquatic centre, it is critical to remove all material that poses a vapour 
risk as there is the potential for vapours to become concentrated if they rise up from 
beneath a building into the building envelope.   

All material that was removed from site has been disposed of in accordance with 
EPA requirements which involves being thermally desorbed at the SOLVE soil 
treatment facility in Altona.  All material that has been removed from site has been 
done so in accordance with the tendered contract rates – these are rates that 
Enviropacific were the cheapest tenderers for, out of the five tenders that were 
received.   

The works carried out mean that a significant portion of the identified Category A 
Contaminated Soils and asbestos contamination considered to pose a potential risk 
to site workers and future commercial/recreation uses have been removed from site.  

However, works could not proceed whilst the Traralgon Outdoor Pool was open to 
the public as the contamination was chased up to the edge of the existing pool 
buildings, and with friable asbestos encountered, a safe working distance to pool 
attendees could not be guaranteed.   

Officers are working with the Environmental Consultants and builder for GRAC to 
resolve a way forward to deal with the rest of the contaminated material when the 
main building works get underway in March 2019. 

Declaration of Interest: 

No officer declared an interest under the Local Government Act 1989 in the 
preparation of this report. 
 
 
 

Attachments 
1. Contract Variaitons & Contracts Awarded by the CEO 1 Sep 2018 - 31 Dec 2018 
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17.5 
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Agenda Item:  17.6 

Agenda Item: Finance Report - December 2018 

Sponsor: General Manager, Corporate Services  

Council Plan Objective: Ensure Council operates openly, transparently and 

responsibly. 

Status: For Information  

         

 

MOTION 

Moved: Cr White OAM 
Seconded:  Cr Howe  

That Council receives and notes the Finance Report for the six months ended 
31 December 2018, prepared in accordance with the requirements of the 
Local Government Act 1989. 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY  

 
 

Executive Summary: 

• The December 2018 Finance Report is presented for Council’s consideration. 
• This report meets the requirements of the Local Government Act 1989 (Act) to 

report to Council at least every three months comparing budget and actual 
revenue and expenditure for the financial year to date. 

• The report shows that Council overall is operating within the parameters of its 
adopted budget with most variances relating to carry forward funds from the 
previous year and the timing of revenue and expenditure within the current 
financial year. 

• The report is provided for Council’s information. 
 

Background: 

Under Section 138 (1) of the Act, at least every three months, the Chief Executive 
Officer must ensure that a statement comparing the budgeted revenue and 
expenditure for the financial year with the actual revenue and expenditure to date is 
presented to Council at a Council meeting which is open to the public.  This report 
ensures compliance with this legislative requirement. 

The attached report as at 31 December 2018 is provided for the information of 
Council and the community.  The financial report compares budgeted income and 
expenditure with actual results for the first quarter of the financial year. The key 
issues of note are: 
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• The “Income Statement” report forecasts a surplus result for the full financial 
year of $63.2M which is a favourable variance of $21.0M to the original budget. 
This result is due to a number of variances with a forecast increase in income of 
$30.1M and additional expenditure of $9.1M.  

o The increased income is mainly a result of capital grants largely due to a 
timing variance related to earlier than expected receipt of funding for 
Regional Sporting Infrastructure Projects  $31.245 million. 

o The forecasted additional expenditure in employees costs ($0.5M) and 
materials and services ($6.2M) is primarily a result of funding carried 
forward from the higher than expected cash surplus in 2017/18 together 
with unbudgeted government grants to be received in 2018/19.  

o Depreciation and amortisation expense is forecast to be $1.8M over 
budget mainly as a result of the buildings revaluation completed at the end 
of the 2017/18 financial year which recognised an increase in valuations 
and also provided more detailed useful lives for the different components 
of Council's buildings. 

• The “Balance Sheet” shows that Council maintains a strong liquidity position 
with $159.9M in current assets compared to $22.3M current liabilities (a liquidity 
ratio of 7.2:1). 

• The budgeted cash & investments at the beginning of the year was $71.0 
million, the actual opening balance was $88.0 million. The additional $17.0 
million was largely the result of higher than anticipated surplus funds and carry 
forward funding for capital and operational projects and programs.  Total Cash 
and financial assets (investments) as at the end of December stand at $103.0M. 

• The “Capital Works Statement” shows a forecast expenditure of $64.8M 
compared to the budget of $68.6M.  This is mainly a result of carry forward 
works and unsuccessful grant applications. 

• The “Financial Performance Ratios” indicate that Council remains within the 
industry expected ranges. 

Further details on these and other items are provided in the attached report including 
year to date and full year forecast income and expenditure variances and 
explanations, balance sheet and cash flow movements to date, capital works 
expenditure to date and full year forecasts, together with the financial performance 
ratios as per the Local Government Performance Reporting Framework (LGPRF). 

Issues: 

Strategy Implications 

This report provides information to the Council and community on how Council is 
performing against its adopted budget and supports the Council Plan objective of 
ensuring openness, transparency and responsibility. 

Communication 

No consultation required. 
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Financial Implications 

The attached report provides details of budget variances for the six months to 31 
December 2018 and the forecasted full financial year. The result indicates that 
Council remains in a strong financial position and has sufficient funds to meet current 
and forecast financial commitments. 

Risk Analysis 

This report ensures legislative requirements are met and informs Council as to 
whether it is acting within the parameters of its Adopted Budget. 

Legal and Compliance 

This report meets the requirements of the Section 138 (1) to report to Council at least 
every three months comparing budget and actual revenue and expenditure for the 
financial year to date. 

Community Implications 

Not applicable. 

Environmental Implications 

Not applicable. 

Consultation 

No engagement. 

Other  

Not applicable. 

Declaration of Interests: 

Officers preparing this report have declared they do not have a conflict of interest in 
this matter under the provisions of the Local Government Act 1989. 

Supporting Documents: 

2018/19 Annual Budget 

 

Attachments 
1. Finance Report - December 2018 
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Agenda Item:  17.7 

Agenda Item: Tabling of 'Assembly of Councillors' Records 

Sponsor:  General Manager, Corporate Services  

Council Plan Objective: Ensure Council operates openly, transparently and 
responsibly. 

Status: For Information  

         

 

MOTION 

Moved: Cr Clancey 
Seconded:  Cr Gibson  

That Council receives and notes the Assembly of Councillors records tabled for 
the period 04 September 2018 to 20 December 2018. 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY  

 
 

Executive Summary: 

The following Assembly of Councillor records have been submitted for tabling since 
the last ordinary Council meeting: 

Date Assembly Details In Attendance Confidential Declarations of 
Interest 

04 
September 
2018 

Latrobe Regional 
Gallery Advisory 
Committee Meeting 

Councillors 
Cr White OAM 
Cr Clancey 

Officers 
Mark Themann 
Michael Bloyce 

Yes - (c) 
Industrial 
Matters 

No 

17 
September 
2018 

Motorsport Complex 
Committee 

Councillors 
Cr Middlemiss 
Cr Howe 
Cr Gibson 
Officers 
Bruce Connolly 
Eliza Bayley 

Yes - Section 
89(2) (e) 
Proposed 
Developments 

No 
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Date Assembly Details In Attendance Confidential Declarations of 
Interest 

20 
September
2018 

Latrobe City 
International 
Relations Advisory 
Committee 

Councillors 
Cr White OAM 
Cr Harriman 
Cr Clancey 
Cr Gibson 

Officers 
Bruce Connolly 
Jie Liu 
Jo DeJong  
Michelle Tones 

No No 

20 
September
2018 

Traralgon CBD 
Safety Committee 

Councillors 
Cr Howe 

Officers 
Andrew Legge 

No No 

16  
October 
2018 

Latrobe City 
International 
Relations Advisory 
Committee 

Councillors 
Cr White OAM 
Cr Clancey 
Cr Gibson 

Officers 
Bruce Connolly 
Jo DeJong 
Michelle Tones 

No  No 

18  
October 
2018 

Traralgon CBD 
Safety Committee 

Councillors 
Cr Howe 

Officers 
Andrew Legge 

No No 

24  
October 
2018 

Traralgon Sports 
Stadium Project 
Reference Group 

Councillors 
Cr Harriman 
Cr Howe 
Cr Clancey 

Officers 
Larry Sengstock 
Brian Feltham 
Bianca James 
Steven Piasente 

No No 

07 
November 
2018 

Tourism Advisory 
Committee meeting 

Councillors 
Cr White OAM 

Officers 
Imelda Dover 
Michael Bloyce 
Jo DeJong 

No No 
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Date Assembly Details In Attendance Confidential Declarations of 
Interest 

13 
November 
2018 

Latrobe Regional 
Gallery Advisory 
Committee Meeting 

Councillors 
Cr Clancey 

Officers 
Mark Themann 

Yes – (c) 
Industrial 
Matters 

No 

14 
November 
2018 

Morwell Recreation 
Reserve Project 
Reference Group 

 

Councillors 
Cr McFarlane 

Officers 
Larry Sengstock 
Josh Wilson 
Lauren Dinsdale 

Yes - 
Confidential 
under section 
89(2)(e) 
proposed 
developments. 

No 

19 
November 
2018 

Councillor Briefing Councillors 
Cr McFarlane 
Cr Middlemiss 
Cr White OAM 
Cr O'Callaghan 
Cr Clancey 
Cr Law 
Cr Gibson 

Officers 
Steve Piasente 
Sara Rhodes-Ward 
Gail Gatt 
Amy Phillips 
Larry Sengstock 
Matthew Rogers  

Yes –  
(e) Proposed 
Developments 
(d) Contractual 
Matters 
(h) Prejudicial 
to Council or 
any person 

No 

20 
November 
2018 

Latrobe City 
International 
Relations Advisory 
Committee 

Councillors 
Cr White OAM 
Cr Gibson 

Officers 
Bruce Connolly 
Jie Liu 
Jo DeJong 
Michelle Tones 

No No 

20 
November 
2018 

Latrobe City Sports 
& Entertainment 
Stadium - PRG 
meeting 

Councillors 
Cr McFarlane 
Cr Middlemiss 

Officers 
Larry Sengstock 
Josh Wilson 
Lauren Dinsdale 

Yes - 
Confidential 
under section 
89(2)(e) 
proposed 
developments. 

No 
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Date Assembly Details In Attendance Confidential Declarations of 
Interest 

26 
November 
2018 

Councillor Briefing Councillors 
Cr McFarlane 
Cr Middlemiss 
Cr White OAM 
Cr O'Callaghan 
Cr Howe 
Cr Clancey 
Cr Law 
Cr Gibson 

Officers 
Steve Piasente 
Sara Rhodes-Ward 
Gail Gatt 
Greg Drumm 
Martin Teplik 
Amy Phillips 
Matthew Rogers  

Yes –  
(e) Proposed 
Developments 
(f) Legal 
Advice 
(d) Contractual 
Matters 
(h) Prejudice 
the Council or 
any other 
person 
 

 

Yes –  

Cr Howe x 2 

Cr Law x 2 

Cr White 

Cr Clancey 
 

27 
November 
2018 

Municipal 
Emergency 
Management 
Planning Committee 

Councillors 
Cr Law  

Officers 
Lance King 
Rebecca Johnson 
Robyn Duffy 

No  No 

27 
November 
2018 

Ted Summerton 
Reserve Project 
Reference Group 
Meeting 

Councillors 
Cr Law 
Cr Gibson 

Officers 
Larry Sengstock 
Josh Wilson 
Lauren Dinsdale 

Yes - 
Confidential 
under section 
89(2)(e) 
proposed 
developments. 

No 

28 
November 
2018 

Latrobe City Cultural 
Diversity Advisory 
Committee Meeting 

Councillors 
Cr White OAM 

Officers 
Steve Tong 
Abby Hill 
Nikki Drummond  

No  No 

28 
November 
2018 

Traralgon Sports 
Stadium Project 
Reference Group 

Councillors 
Cr Howe 
Cr Clancey 

Officers 
Larry Sengstock 
Bianca James 

No No 
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Date Assembly Details In Attendance Confidential Declarations of 
Interest 

5 
December 
2018 

Braiakulung 
Advisory Committee 

Councillors 
Cr O'Callaghan 

Officers 
Steve Tong 
Chelsea Stewart 
Deb Bragger 

No No 

5 
December 
2018 

Tourism Advisory 
Committee 

Councillors 
Cr White OAM 
Cr Howe 

Officers 
Michael Bloyce 
Jo DeJong 
Imelda Dover 

No No 

5 
December 
2018 

Future Morwell 
Steering Committee 

Councillors 
Cr Middlemiss 

Officers 
Sara Rhodes-Ward 
Daniel Kelabora 
Belinda Kolek 

No No 

6 
December 
2018 

Gippsland Regional 
Aquatic Centre 
Project Reference 
Group 

Councillors 
Cr Howe 
Cr Law 

Officers 
Larry Sengstock 
Luke McGrath 
Tania Eleftheriou 

No No 

13 
December 
2018 

Latrobe Creative 
Precinct Project 
Reference Group 
Meeting 

Councillors 
Cr McFarlane 
Cr Clancey 
Cr Law 

Officers 
Gail Gatt 
Larry Sengstock 
Trevor Dando 
Michael Bloyce 
Andrea Stanlake 

No No 
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Date Assembly Details In Attendance Confidential Declarations of 
Interest 

17 
December 
2018 

Audit and Risk 
Committee 
Chairperson Annual 
Report 

Councillors 
Cr McFarlane 
Cr Middlemiss 
Cr White OAM 
Cr Harriman 
Cr Howe 
Cr Law 

Officers 
Steve Piasente 
Amy Phillips 
Greg Drumm 

Yes - 
Confidential 
(h) prejudicial 
matters 

No 

17 
December 
2018 

Morwell Recreation 
Reserve Project 
Reference Group 
Meeting 7 

Councillors 
Cr McFarlane 
Cr Middlemiss 

Officers 
Larry Sengstock, 
Josh Wilson 
Lauren Dinsdale 

Yes - 
Confidential 
under section 
89(2)(e) 
proposed 
developments. 

No 

18 
December 
2018 

Traralgon Sports 
Stadium Project 
Reference Group 

Councillors 
Cr Harriman 
Cr Howe 
Cr Clancey 

Officers 
Larry Sengstock 
Brian Feltham 
Bianca James  

No No 

19 
December 
2018 

Victory Park 
Precinct Advisory 
Committee 

Councillors 
Cr Clancey 

Officers 
Simon Clark 

No No 

20 
December 
2018 

Traralgon CBD 
Safety Committee 

Councillors 
Cr Howe 

Officers 
Andrew Legge 
Steve Tong 

No No 

Declaration of Interests: 

Officers preparing this report have declared they do not have a conflict of interest in 
this matter under the provisions of the Local Government Act 1989. 
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Reasons for Proposed Resolution: 

The attached Assembly of Councillors records have been submitted for tabling.  

Section 80(A)2 of the Local Government Act 1989 states ‘The Chief Executive Officer 
must ensure that the written record of an assembly of Councillors is, as soon as is 
practicable - (a) reported at an ordinary meeting of the Council; and (b) incorporated 
in the minutes of that Council meeting’. 

 
 
 

 
Attachments 

1. Latrobe Regional Gallery Advisory Committee Meeting 
2. Motorsport Complex Committee 

3. Latrobe City International Relations Advisory Committee 
4. Traralgon CBD Safety Committee 

5. Latrobe City International Relations Advisory Committee 
6. Traralgon CBD Safety Committee 

7. Traralgon Sports Stadium Project Reference Group 
8. Tourism Advisory Committee meeting 

9. Latrobe Regional Gallery Advisory Committee Meeting 
10. Morwell Recreation Reserve Project Reference Group 

11. Councillor Briefing 
12. Latrobe City International Relations Advisory Committee 

13. Latrobe City Sports & Entertainment Stadium - PRG meeting 
14. Councillor Briefing 

15. Municipal Emergency Management Planning Committee 
16. Ted Summerton Reserve Project Reference Group Meeting 
17. Latrobe City Cultural Diversity Advisory Committee Meeting 

18. Traralgon Sports Stadium Project Reference Group 
19. Braiakulung Advisory Committee 

20. Tourism Advisory Committee 
21. Future Morwell Steering Committee 

22. Gippsland Regional Aquatic Centre Project Reference Group 
23. Latrobe Creative Precinct Project Reference Group Meeting 

24. Audit and Risk Committee Chairperson Annual Report 
25. Morwell Recreation Reserve Project Reference Group Meeting 7 

26. Traralgon Sports Stadium Project Reference Group 
27. Victory Park Precinct Advisory Committee 

28. Traralgon CBD Saftey Committee 
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18. URGENT BUSINESS 

Business may be admitted to the meeting as urgent business in accordance with 
clause 19 of the Meeting Procedure Local Law by resolution of the Council, if it 
relates to a matter which has arisen since distribution of the agenda and cannot 
safely or conveniently be deferred until the next Ordinary meeting. 
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19. MEETING CLOSED TO THE PUBLIC  

Section 89(2) of the Local Government Act 1989 enables the Council to close 
the meeting to the public if the meeting is discussing any of the following:   
(a) Personnel matters;  
(b) The personal hardship of any resident or ratepayer;  
(c) Industrial matters;  
(d) Contractual matters;  
(e) Proposed developments;  
(f) Legal advice;  
(g) Matters affecting the security of Council property;  
(h) Any other matter which the Council or Special Committee considers would 

prejudice the Council or any person;  
(i) A resolution to close the meeting to members of the public. 

MOTION 

Moved: Cr White OAM 
Seconded:  Cr Gibson 
  
That Council closes this Ordinary Meeting of Council to the public to 
consider the following items which are of a confidential nature, 
pursuant to section 89(2) of the Local Government Act 1989 for the 
reasons indicated 

19.1 Request to Extend the Term of an Independent Member 
Appointment to the Audit and Risk Committee 
Agenda item 19.1 Request to Extend the Term of an Independent 
Member Appointment to the Audit and Risk Committee is 
designated as confidential as it relates to contractual matters 
(s89 2d) and a matter which the Council or special committee 
considers would prejudice the Council or any person (s89 2h) 

19.2 Presentation of the Audit and Risk Committee Minutes - 
November 2018 and the Committee's 2018 Annual Report 
Agenda item 19.2 Presentation of the Audit and Risk Committee 
Minutes - November 2018 and the Committee's 2018 Annual 
Report is designated as confidential as it relates to a matter 
which the Council or special committee considers would 
prejudice the Council or any person (s89 2h) 

19.3 LCC-518 Blackspot Upgrade of Haunted Hills Road at 
Newborough 
Agenda item 19.3 LCC-518 Blackspot Upgrade of Haunted Hills 
Road at Newborough is designated as confidential as it relates 
to contractual matters (s89 2d) 
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19.4 LCC-532 Design & Construct - Multiple Cricket Net Training 
Facilities 
Agenda item 19.4 LCC-532 Design & Construct - Multiple Cricket 
Net Training Facilities is designated as confidential as it relates 
to contractual matters (s89 2d) 

19.5 LCC-539 Provision of Electrical Services 
Agenda item 19.5 LCC-539 Provision of Electrical Services is 
designated as confidential as it relates to contractual matters 
(s89 2d) 

19.6 LCC-540 Provision of Plumbing and Gasfitting Services 
Agenda item 19.6 LCC-540 Provision of Plumbing and Gasfitting 
Services is designated as confidential as it relates to contractual 
matters (s89 2d) 

19.7 LCC-542 Provision of Planning Services 
Agenda item 19.7 LCC-542 Provision of Planning Services is 
designated as confidential as it relates to contractual matters 
(s89 2d) 

19.8 LCC-550 Specialist Turf Supplies and Services 
Agenda item 19.8 LCC-550 Specialist Turf Supplies and Services 
is designated as confidential as it relates to contractual matters 
(s89 2d) 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 

 
 
The Meeting closed to the public at 7:38pm. 

 

The  meeting re-opened to the public at 8:11pm. 

There being no further business the meeting was declared closed at 8:11pm. 

 

I certify that these minutes have been confirmed. 

 

 

Mayor: ________________________________________ 

 

Date:    ________________________________________ 


