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0.0 2013 China International Cities Cooperation Forum 
GENERAL MANAGER  Recreation, Culture & 

Community Infrastructure  
         

For Decision  

 

PURPOSE 
The purpose of this report is for Council to consider an invitation received 
from the Chinese People’s Association for Friendship with Foreign 
Countries (CPAFFC) and the China International Friendship Cities 
Association (CIFCA) to attend the 2013 China International Cities 
Cooperation Forum. 
 

DECLARATION OF INTEREST 
No officer declared an interest under the Local Government Act 1989 in 
the preparation of this report. 

STRATEGIC FRAMEWORK 
This report is consistent with Latrobe 2026: The Community Vision for 
Latrobe Valley and the Latrobe City Council Plan 2013-2017. 
 
Latrobe 2026: The Community Vision for Latrobe Valley 
Strategic Objectives -  Culture 
In 2026, Latrobe Valley celebrates the diversity of heritage and cultures 
that shape our community, with activities and facilities that support the 
cultural vitality of the region. 
 
Latrobe City Council Plan 2013 - 2017 
 
Theme and Objectives 
 
Theme 4: Advocacy For and Consultation with our Community 
• Strengthen the profile of Latrobe City as one of four major regional 

cities. 
• To advocate for and support cooperative relationships between 

business, industry and the community. 
 
 
Strategic Direction  
Establish a strong image and brand for Latrobe City as one of Victoria’s 
four major regional cities. 
 

 
Strategy – Latrobe City International Relations Plan 2011-2014 
Key Objectives: 
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1. COMMUNICATION ACTIVITIES – To further enhance the Latrobe 
City community’s understanding of the value of our International Relations 
Program. 
 
2.  INTERNATIONAL INVESTMENT - To continue to promote Latrobe 
City as an international investment location. 
 
3. ECONOMIC AND CULTURAL STRENGTHS - To market the 
economic and cultural strengths of Latrobe City internationally. 

 
4. INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS - To enthusiastically promote 
Latrobe City as a destination for international students. 
 
5. COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT – To expand and make accessible 
the range of existing cultural, sporting, educational and youth exchange 
opportunities for the residents of Latrobe City. 
 
6. FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES - To pursue funding assistance 
opportunities that will facilitate meeting the objectives of the International 
Relations Plan. 
 
7. SISTER CITIES – To develop, nurture and further enhance our 
relationship with sister cities.  
 
8. COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT - To positively engage with 
individual groups and organisations for the benefit of the Latrobe City 
community. 

 

BACKGROUND 

Latrobe City Council has received an invitation from the Chinese People’s 
Association for Friendship with Foreign Countries (CPAFFC) and the 
China International Friendship Cities Association (CIFCA) to attend the 
2013 China International Cities Cooperation Forum to be held in 
Changchun, Jilin Province, China from 5-8 September 2013. 
 

ISSUES 
The theme for the Forum is “Changing Growth Model, Adjusting Economic 
Structure and Pursuing Further Development” and invitations are extended 
to Ministers, Governors, Mayors from China and abroad and heads of 
enterprises. 
 
The forum provides the opportunity to discuss various issues concerning 
city development and provides a platform for cities to exchange views so 
as to enhance exchanges and cooperation between friendship cities of 
China and other countries. 
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Although the invitation is dated 14 June 2013, it was faxed to Council by a 
City of Taizhou representative on 6 August 2013. At the time of being sent 
to Latrobe City, the City of Taizhou also suggested that this visit could 
coincide with the opening of the Australia Garden in Taizhou. As the 2013 
China International Cities Cooperation Forum is to be held in Changchun, 
Jilin Province, China from 5-8 September 2013, this leaves little time to 
adequately consider the invitation and moreover, to make arrangements 
should Council accept the invitation. 
 

FINANCIAL, RISK AND RESOURCES IMPLICATIONS 
Risk has been considered as part of this report and it is considered to be 
consistent with the Risk Management Plan 2011-2014. 
Officers have been advised that should Council accept the invitation and 
send representatives to the Forum, the inland cost (up to 3 people) will be 
covered by the Chinese Government. However, there will be additional 
travel costs borne by Council such as airfares that have not been included 
in the 2013/14 budget.  
 

INTERNAL/EXTERNAL CONSULTATION 
Not Applicable 

 

OPTIONS 
 
Council has the following options in regard to the invitation that has been 
received to attend the 2013 China International Cities Cooperation Forum: 
 

1. Acknowledge receipt of the invitation and write to the President of the 
Chinese People’s Association for Friendship with Foreign Countries 
(CPAFFC) , the China International Friendship Cities Association 
(CIFCA) and the City of Taizhou advising that Latrobe City Council 
representatives will not be in attendance at the 2013 China 
International Cities Cooperation Forum. 
 

2. Acknowledge receipt of the invitation and write to the President of the 
Chinese People’s Association for Friendship with Foreign Countries 
(CPAFFC), the China International Friendship Cities Association 
(CIFCA) and the City of Taizhou advising that Latrobe City Council 
representatives will be in attendance at the 2013 China International 
Cities Cooperation Forum. 

 
3. Request further information in regards to the invitation. 
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CONCLUSION 

Latrobe City Council has received an invitation to attend the 2013 China 
International Cities Cooperation Forum to be held in Changchun, Jilin 
Province, China from 5-8 September 2013. 
 
The forum provides Ministers, Governors, Mayors from China and abroad 
and heads of enterprises the opportunity to discuss various issues 
concerning city development and provides a platform for cities to 
exchange views so as to enhance exchanges and cooperation between 
friendship cities of China and other countries. 
 
Although the invitation is dated 14 June 2013, it was faxed to Council by a 
City of Taizhou representative on 6 August 2013 which leaves us little time 
to adequately consider the invitation and moreover, to make arrangements 
should Council accept the invitation. 
 

 
Attachments 

1. Invitation - 2013 China International Cities Cooperation Forum  
  

 

RECOMMENDATION 
1. That Council acknowledges the invitation and write to the 

President of the Chinese People’s Association for Friendship 
with Foreign Countries (CPAFFC), the China International 
Friendship Cities Association (CIFCA) and the City of 
Taizhou advising that Latrobe City Council representatives 
will not be in attendance at the 2013 China International 
Cities Cooperation Forum. 

  
 

 










